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Holy Week & Easter at St. Andrew's  
 
Palm Sunday, Sunday, April 14 

8:30 am Liturgy of the Palms and Passion Reading  

with Holy Eucharist Rite One  

10:30 am Liturgy of the Palms and Passion Reading  

with Holy Eucharist Rite Two and Incense  

2 pm Rhythms of Grace 

5 pm Evensong 

  

Maundy Thursday, Thursday, April 18 

7 pm Holy Eucharist Rite Two with Foot-washing,  

Stripping of the Altar, and Incense  

  

Good Friday, Friday, April 19 

11am Stations of the Cross  

Noon Liturgy for Good Friday with Incense  

6:30 pm Family Stations of the Cross 

  

Easter Day, Sunday, April 21 

6 am The Great Vigil of Easter with Holy Baptism  

& Holy Eucharist Rite Two  

8:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite One  

9:30 am Flowering of the Cross & Easter Brunch 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite Two with Incense  

Noon Easter Egg Festival  

2 pm Rhythms of Grace  

_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Experience Family Stations of the Cross 
 

On Good Friday evening, families are invited to follow the road to 

Easter and experience the story of the crucifixion in language and 

images appropriate for children of all ages. This short service of 

walking the stations will include discussion of the story along the 

way. Jesus’ last hours are captured in a way that helps even young 

children understand the whole story and meaning of Easter. 
 

The Family Stations of the Cross will take place in the church at 6:30 

pm on Friday, April 19. If you have questions about the service, 

please contact Lisa Puccio at lpuccio@saecheights.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April and 
May  
2019 

Thanks to   

Summerhouse for 

folding The Voice 

and our Service  

Bulletins 

Serving adults with 

intellectual disabilities in 

the Houston Heights 

summerhousehouston.org 

shredforindependence.com 

 
 

More Music Ahead! 

 

This year’s Music for the 

Soul concert series has been 

great! Our Lenten series has 

featured great local 

musicians helping worthy 

charities in free weekly 

concerts on Thursdays at 7 

PM. Plus, there’s a casual 

pot luck meal before each 

show at 6 PM in the Parish 

Hall. Please mark your 

calendars for our final 

shows: 
 

On Thursday, April 4 Susan 

Elliott benefiting Houston 

Pets Alive 
 

On Thursday, April 11 

Amanda Pascali benefiting 

Casa Juan Diego 
 

If you’d like to contribute to 

our pre-show pot lucks, 
contact Laurie Hardwick 

at lauriewh@earthlink.net. 

 

mailto:lauriewh@earthlink.net
mailto:lauriewh@earthlink.net


 

 

 
 

Rector’s Column    

by the Rev. Jimmy Grace 
 

I recently shared in a sermon a comment from a new member of the Vestry.  As the Vestry gathers 

annually for its retreat at Camp Allen, this Vestry member shared that prior to joining the Vestry, 

he thought that St. Andrew’s Church was “swimming in money.”  The Vestry and I all had a good 

laugh at this, as we all knew that this is not the case for St. Andrew’s.  
 

And yet I am curious about what gave the impression?  We are a vibrant and growing congregation.  

Since 2013, the number of our annual pledges has increased from 78 (2013) to 126 (2018).  Our 

average Sunday attendance has grown too, from 119 (2013) to 195 (2018). We have seen an increase in our total annual 

pledge amount from $220,337 (2013) to $470,124 (2018) – our pledges have more than doubled in five years!   
 

In the last few months, parishioners have approached me with questions about the growth of this church as it relates to our 

overall financial position as a parish.  I reprint some of these questions here, along with my answers to these questions.   
 

Doesn’t the Episcopal Diocese of Texas pay St. Andrew’s employees’ compensation?  The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

(EDOT) does not pay staff compensation.  Compensation for all employees comes directly from pledged and non-pledged 

contributions.  St. Andrew’s pays the Diocese an annual assessment which helps compensate the Diocesan Staff (Bishops, 

administrators, etc.).  As St. Andrew’s grows, so does our annual assessment.  In 2018, our assessment to the Diocese was 

$36,015.  Our assessment for 2019 is $39,636, a 10% increase.   
 

Why is St. Andrew’s Diocesan assessment increasing? 

The Diocesan assessment is an amount that every parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Texas pays to the Diocese for the 

reasons stated above.  St. Andrew’s assessment is calculated by a formula that includes St. Andrew’s annual revenue and 

number of pledges received.  As the church’s budget grows, and as our number of individual pledges increases, we can 

expect to see a reciprocal increase in our annual assessment to the Diocese of Texas. 
 

I’ve heard that our Organist and Choirmaster is part-time.  Why isn’t he full-time?  The Organist & Choirmaster position 

is part-time until St. Andrew’s demonstrates through increased pledging that it can support a full-time position. The Finance 

Committee prepares the annual budget for each year, and their budgeting process is dependent upon pledges received during 

our annual stewardship campaign.  As financial stewards of the parish, the Finance Committee prepares a balanced budget 

each year for the Vestry’s approval.   
 

We are a church that needs a youth minister.  Why is there not one on staff?  Can’t you hire one?  It is clear to me that 

St. Andrew’s would benefit from a designated staff person who could minister to youth in grades 6 -12.  The Finance 

Committee creates a budget based on St. Andrew’s annual giving during its fall stewardship season.   An increase in annual 

giving, as well as the number of pledges made, would move us much closer to being able to hire a youth minister.  We can’t 

divert money from an existing ministry or activity to add a new one.  We need to add funding to add programs and necessary 

staff. 
 

Where do my pledge dollars go?  Your pledge funds everything at St. Andrew’s, including employee compensation, liturgy, 

utilities, ministry expense, and outreach.   
 

Does my pledge really matter?  Yes!  If St. Andrew’s desires to see its ministries continue to grow, then all our pledges 

need to grow in order to support the cost of ministry.    We are only strong when we come together. I hope these questions 

and answers have been helpful.  If you have additional questions regarding parish finances, please either ask me, or Greg 

Caudell, Treasurer. 

 

 

God’s Peace,  

 

 
 

 



 
 
Finding Faith at Ashes to Go 

I want to say thank you to the priest who was kind enough 

to provide me and my daughter with our Holy Ashes this 

morning.  I want to believe that I was the first car that had 

pulled in, though he may not remember me.  Thank you so 

much.  
 

Every year I tell myself and my family that we are going to 

church to get the ashes, and every year it never fails that we 

get off from work too late and miss the last service offered.  
 

This morning I remember telling my husband we need to go to church, and I 

honestly was already preparing myself for the disappointment I was going to 

feel for not going.  Then, I passed by your church, like I do every morning when 

I drop off my daughter, and for the first time in years, I received my ashes and 

my daughter got hers.  I literally cried as I drove off.  I am not Episcopalian. I 

was raised Catholic, and although faith is faith, I have never felt such peace like 

I did this morning.  
 

Thank you so much for not turning me away because it was too early - way 

before your start time of 7 am.  I drive every morning from Cleveland to work 

in downtown Houston, and my daughter and son both attend school here. So for 

us, it’s a drive, and for your church, of all days, to provide this early service for 

me and my daughter was what I needed to start finding my faith again.  So, 

thank you. 

________  ___________________________________________                

 

 

 
MIQRA Reaches Beyond the Parish 

This year’s Miqra, a community reading of the Bible, was a wonderful success. 

With 44 readers over the course of 83 hours, the event brought people from the 

neighborhood, other parishes, and other denominations to St. Andrew’s – all 

coming together to complete the Old Testament and end at the 43rd chapter of 

Matthew on Monday, March 11.  
 

For many who read, like Wendy Moses of St. Luke’s United Methodist 

Church, it was an unexpected experience.  
 

“There’s something about the sacredness. The quiet struck me. You’re just 

putting it out there to the universe.” 
 

The Miqra also brought back readers who participated last year, such as Margo 

Ornelas, who helped organize this year’s event.  
 

“I was moved by the Miqra last year and wanted to help make sure this event 

continued,” she explained. 
 

Linda Trejo-Todd, a member of All Saints Catholic Church in the Heights, is one person who was happy to 

participate again this year. She read four times. On Monday morning, Linda was one of three people who emailed to 

ask if there were cancellations so that they could read once more. 
 

The Miqra committee, Margo Ornelas, Deb Perl, Lisa Puccio, Keith Williams, Cindy Babbitt, and Melanie Gideon, 

thanks everyone who read, sat as a shepherd, and helped with the planning. We look forward to another great event 

next year. 

 

 

 

Flowers on the 

Altar were Given to 

the Glory of God 

 

On February 3 in thanksgiving for 

Rhythms of Grace by George 

Daponte 

 

On February 10 by the St. 

Andrew’s Newcomer's Group 

 

On February 24 by Don & Rosina 

Chevalier in celebration of their 

anniversary 

______________________ 
 

Give Easter 

flowers 

 

Contribute to the beauty of the 

church and remember or honor a 

loved one. Order forms can be 

found in the information racks and 

online at 

saecheights.org/giving 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

St. Andrew’s in Pictures  

                                           

                                                               
Annual Parish Retreat at Camp 

Allen 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Touch a 

Truck 



Calendar of Events 
Visit saecheights.org or call 713-861-5596 to learn more about these and other events at St. Andrew’s. 

 
WEEKLY  
 

SUNDAYS    

9:30 am Education Hour 

for adults, youth, and 

children 

Faith Matters, in the 

Parish Hall, and Adult 

Forum, in the Associate 

Rector’s Office, for adults 

The Parlor for youth, and 

Sunday School for children 

in the 2nd floor classrooms 
 

11:45 am Coffee 

Time in the Parish Hall  

Food and fellowship 
 

2 pm Rhythms of Grace in 

the Parish Hall 

A 

welcoming 

service for 

families 

with all 

abilities 

 

 

MONDAYS 

8 pm Alcoholics 

Anonymous in the Parish 

Hall  
 

TUESDAYS 

4:45 pm Junior Choristers 

Choir Rehearsal in the 

Choir Room, St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

5:45 pm Choristers Choir 

Rehearsal in the Choir 

Room, St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

7 pm Alcoholics 

Anonymous in the Parish 

Hall  
 

WEDNESDAYS 

6 am Men’s Bible Study 

in St. 

Andrew’s 

House 
 

8:30 am 

Women’s 

Bible 

Study in St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

7 pm St. Andrew’s Choir 

Rehearsal in the Choir 

Room, St. Andrew’s 

House 

THURSDAYS 

5-7 pm  

HIM Food 

Pantry 

Volunteer 

Evening 

3523 Beauchamp 
 

FRIDAYS 

8 pm Alcoholics 

Anonymous  

in St. Andrew’s House  
 

MONTHLY 
 

1st SUNDAY 

5–7 pm Youth Group 

Sunday in St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

2nd SUNDAY 

7:45 am Episcopal 

Veterans Fellowship 

Group  
 

9:30 am Second Sunday  

Breakfast in the Parish 

Hall  
 

5 pm Choral Evensong 

followed by a reception in 

the Oak Table Room 

 
 

3rd SUNDAY 

5-7 pm Youth Group 

Sunday in St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

4th SUNDAY 

2-3 pm Integrity Houston 

meeting at St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

3:30-5:30 pm Daughters of 

the 

King  

 

  

 

2nd MONDAY 

6:30 pm Spiritual Reading 

Group in St. Andrew’s 

House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd TUESDAY 

10 am Meals on Wheels 

Training at St. Andrew’s 

House for hot meal 

delivery to the elderly in 

the Heights 

 

 
Pre-register and complete 

an application at 

IMGH.org or call 713-

533-4978 
 

1st FRIDAY 

6:30 pm Family Friday 

For more information 

contact 
mary_eyuboglu@yahoo.com  
 

2nd SATURDAY 

5 pm YogaMass in the 

Parish Hall 
 

 
 

4th SATURDAY 

10 am-Noon Heights 

Interfaith Ministries Food 

Pantry Work Day  

3523 Beauchamp 

Assist clients, 

stock shelves 

and provide 

help where 

needed. 
 

 

APRIL 

Thursday, April 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 pm Potluck dinner,  

7 pm Concert – Susan 

Elliott 
 

Thursday, April 11 

Music for the Soul 

6 pm Potluck dinner,  

7 pm Concert – Amanda 

Pascali 
 

Saturday, April 13 

8:30 am Palm Sunday 

Rehearsal in the Church  

 
 

Thursday, April 18 

Maundy Thursday 

7 pm Service 
 

Friday, April 19 

Good Friday 

11 am Stations of the 

Cross 

12 pm Good Friday 

Liturgy 

6:30 pm Family Way of 

the Cross  
 

Saturday, April 20 

9 am Baptism Rehearsal in 

the Church 
 

Sunday, April 21 

Easter Day Services 

6 am  

8:30 am  

10:30 am 

2 pm Rhythms of Grace 
 

Monday, April 22 

Easter Monday – Office 

and School are closed 
 

MAY  
Sunday, May 12 

Mother’s Day Brunch in 

the Parish Hall 

following 

the 10:30 

am service  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

Sundays 

Beginning in June

 

mailto:Mary_eyuboglu@yahoo.com
mailto:Mary_eyuboglu@yahoo.com


 
Men of St. Andrew’s Easter 

Barbeque                     
In honor of our 

Lord's Resurrection, 

the Men of St. 

Andrew's will be 

smoking lamb and 

chicken.  The  

boneless legs of 

lamb will be marinated in red wine and 

smoked to a beautiful medium rare.   
 

A medium-sized leg will be $35, and a large 

leg will be $60. The whole chickens will be 

rubbed in our signature spice blend and 

smoked whole and will cost $12 each.  All 

meat pick-up will take place on Easter 

Sunday after the 8:30 am, 10:30 am, and 2 

pm Rhythms of Grace services.   
 

To order, look for the flyers in the info 

racks or visit our website, 

https://sites.google.com/view/mosaec/home

For questions or if you'd like to help out 

with cooking, please email us 

at menofsaec@gmail.com or talk with Ben 

Gibbs. 

________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Help Us Reach Out 
 

The St. Andrew’s Visioning Strategy Team, Following God into the 

Community, has three goals each with their own objectives. 

1) Assess current outreach efforts and processes and determine their 

sustainability.  

2) Determine ways to know our neighbors and prepare the congregation for 

reciprocal relationships with our neighbors in a way that doesn’t alienate 

parishioners or neighbors. 

3) Identify, review, and approve new outreach efforts. 
 

Getting to know our neighbors should be transformative as we learn about our cultural 

sensitivities/beliefs/preconceptions as individuals and as a congregation. 
 

To begin this process, we invite the St. Andrew’s Congregation to Follow God Into the Community. How? By 

helping us conduct a Neighborhood Survey - taking notes about various things you observe in our immediate area. 

This survey can be done while walking or driving with a partner through a designated part of our neighborhood and 

writing down what you see. We’d like every member (or family) to choose an area of the map located in the rear-

entry hallway. There will be different ways to access and participate in the survey, so watch for details in the weekly 

emails and in fliers found in the information racks. 

 

Party with the Food Pantry April 27 
 

 
 

The Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry will host its 

annual fundraiser Garden Patch Party on Saturday, April 27 

at Zion Lutheran Church. The event starts at 6 PM and 

includes a baked potato and salad buffet along with great 

items in both the raffle and silent auction. St. Andrew’s 

members Ed Amash and Paul Hardwick will also be singing 

and playing. This is a fun, family-friendly event — tickets are 

just $12 and can be purchased from Laurie Hardwick or David 

Barnett. Please make plans to join the fun! 
 

St. Andrew’s will volunteer at the Food Panty, located at 3523 

Beauchamp, on Saturday, April 27 and Saturday, May 27 - 

extra hands are always welcome! In April, we will be 

collecting spaghetti sauce (can or jar) and spaghetti noodles, 

and in May we will collect canned beans.  Any and all non-

perishable items are welcome, but these high demand items 

are especially needed. These items can be dropped in the 

marked bins near the elevator on the first floor. 
 

If you have any questions about volunteering or assisting the 

Food Pantry in any way, please contact Laurie Hardwick 

at lauriewh@earthlink.net or David Barnett 

at dayodkb1@aol.com. 

 

Alms Counters Needed 

The alms counting team is looking for 

church members to help with counting. If 

you are interested in this ministry contact 

Chris Barker at heightsmom@gmail.com. 

https://sites.google.com/view/mosaec/home
https://sites.google.com/view/mosaec/home
https://sites.google.com/view/mosaec/home
https://sites.google.com/view/mosaec/home
mailto:menofsaec@gmail.com
mailto:menofsaec@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/y69mtl73
https://tinyurl.com/y69mtl73
mailto:lauriewh@earthlink.net
mailto:lauriewh@earthlink.net
mailto:dayodkb1@aol.com
mailto:dayodkb1@aol.com


 
 
                
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
       Diocesan Council at The Woodlands

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Chapel of the Good Shepherd 

Renovation 

 

    Summerhouse Folders at Work 

Rhythms of Grace 



 
Sunday Morning Education Hour at 9:30 am  
On Sundays at 9:30 am, all ages gather on the 2nd floor for education and community-building. Adult classes meet in 

the Parish Hall for Faith Matters and the Associate Rector’s Office for Adult Forum. On April 14 and 21 Education 

classes will be on break for Palm Sunday and Easter Day. May 26 will be the final class before we break for Summer 

Gatherings. 
 

Coming Up at Faith Matters 
April 7 Who is My Neighbor?  Faith Matters Sunday Lenten Series 

Mike Puccio, Chief Operating Officer at the Beacon, and Julie Falcon, Chief Advancement Officer at the Beacon, 

will speak about state of chronic homelessness in the city of Houston and what impact organizations like The Beacon 

are having on it.  

April 28 All About Judaism: Faith Matters Religion Series – Gathering Questions 

During this session we will generate questions we wish to ask our speakers on the religion, tradition, and history of 

Judaism. 

May 5 All About Judaism: Faith Matters Religion Series - History of Judaism 

Our speaker will offer a brief history of Judaism, its people, and its future. 

May 12 All About Judaism: Faith Matters Religion Series - The Hebrew Bible 

Our speaker will walk us through the Hebrew Bible, learn a part of its history, and discover some of its meaning. 

May 19 All About Judaism: Faith Matters Religion Series - Judaism in the 21st Century 

What does it mean to be Jewish in 2019?  Our speaker will discuss this topic and more.   

May 26 Faith Matters in the Fall - During our final class before the summer break, we will brainstorm topics we 

would like addressed in the fall and beyond.   
 

Parlor Youth 
On Sunday mornings, junior and senior high youth meet in the Parlor Youth Room on 

the 2nd floor at 9:30 am.  Youth hear from community leaders, run the sack lunch 

program, and learn about prayer and service to the community.  All youth are 

welcome. 
 

The Youth Group (for 5th through 12th grades) gathers for dinner and fellowship on the 

1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 5 pm in St. Andrew's House.  All youth and their 

friends are welcome for interactive games, field trips, service projects, and more. The 

Youth Group also coordinates the Sack Lunch program at St. Andrew’s. Email 

youth@saecheights.org to learn more. 

 
Children’s Sunday School 

 Children in PreK through 5th grade gather in the Creative Space and Godly Play 

classrooms to learn about God’s people and the church in the world through interactive 

stories. 
 

April 7   The Cross and Easter  

April 28 The Women at the Tomb  

May 5    The Road to Emmaus  

May 12  Thomas Doubts  

May 19  The Good Shepherd and the World Communion  

May 26  The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Be There for Summer Gatherings 
 

In lieu of the Education Hour during the summertime, we are excited about 

Summer Gatherings, a time for the ministry groups at St. Andrew’s to host a light breakfast 

and share more about their work in our community. Children will also enjoy Lego play, and 

the Youth Room will be open for foosball.  
 

Join us every Sunday beginning on June 2 for Summer Gatherings from 9:30 - 10:30 am on 

Sunday mornings in the Parish Hall. 

 

mailto:youth@saecheights.org
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Treasurer’s Report  

St. Andrew's uses a web 

hosted software called 

"Realm" to track your gifts, 

generate your giving 

statements, and to track donor 

contact information. Realm 

also allows us to accept gifts 

electronically.  
 

Many of our members have 

scheduled recurring donations 

through their bank's online 

bill pay service. This 

approach has several steps: 

the bank cuts and mails a 

paper check, we receive the 

paper check, the check is 

included in our weekly alms 

counting process, one of our 

members drives it to the bank 

with the rest of the collections and makes the regular deposit, and then I log into Realm and post your contribution to 

your ledger.  
 

When you schedule your donation through Realm, your gift moves electronically from your bank to St. Andrew's bank 

and Realm posts your contribution to your ledger.  
 

You can set up recurring contributions as an ACH or Credit Card transactions. ACH payments are effectively electronic 

checks. We incur a small processing fee for accepting donations through Realm, but it’s a small price to pay given the 

simplified and streamlined result.  
 

If you haven't setup your recurring pledge payment on Realm, I encourage you to check it out. You can contribute 

using the link on the "Giving" page on our website or you can go to this URL 

onrealm.org/StAndrewsEpisco15622/Give   

  

February Financial Results: 

1. Collections/Income in February is below average. Year-to-date collections, however, are above budget. This 

is common for this time of year. Above-average collections early in the year prepare us for typically lower 

collections in the summer months when folks are away a lot. 

2. Program Expense in February includes costs for the Parish Retreat and the Lenten Series and is above 

average as a result. 

3. Ministry Expense includes some reimbursements to the Men of St. Andrew's for their Christmas barbecue 

fundraiser.  

4. Maintenance & Repairs includes costs to repair the Chapel floor. 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Give on the Go!  
Did you know you can text contributions to St. Andrew’s? 

This is a quick and easy way to make donations and 

manage your giving when it’s convenient for you through 

the Realm app. You can choose how much to give, how 

often to give and how to give - with a preferred credit card 

or electronic transfer from your checking or savings 

account. These contribution methods are simple to use and 

reduce administrative time and expense in processing 

donations for St. Andrew’s.  

 



 

 

 

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth. 

 

 

      St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

      1819 Heights Blvd 

      Houston, Texas 77008 
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        The Rev. James M.L. Grace 
         Rector 

    

CHURCH & SCHOOL 
 1819 Heights Blvd. 
 Houston, Texas 77008 
 713-861-5596 
 www.saecheights.org 
 
 Office Hours:  
 M – F, 9 am to 2 pm 
 

 SCHOOL 
 713-861-2954 
 www.saesintheheights.org
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SUNDAY  8:30 am   Holy Eucharist, Rite One 
   9:15 am   Nursery Open 
   9:30 am   Education Hour 

         10:30 am   Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 
 2:00 pm   Rhythms of Grace 

2nd Sunday     5:00 pm   Choral Evensong 
 
 

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s 
Trish Mehrkam 

Parish Administrator and  
Ministries Coordinator 

 

Deidre Grawl 
Membership Secretary 

 
Lisa Puccio 

Coordinator for Special 
Needs and Family 

Formation 
 

John Kirk 
Organist & Choirmaster 

 
Nancy Simpson 

Head of School 

 

THINK GREEN! 
Read The Voice on our website 
 www.saecheights.org/the-voice 

To go “online only” contact 
communications@saecheights.org  
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