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Experience the 
Easter Vigil

Palm Sunday, April 9
8:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 with Passion Reading

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 with Passion Reading, Incense, 
Choristers and St. Andrew’s Choir

2 pm Rhythms of Grace
Worship in the Parish Hall for all ages and abilities

Maundy Thursday, April 13
7 pm Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 with Foot Washing, Incense, 

Stripping of the Altar and St. Andrew’s Choir 
Celebrate the Last Supper and the institution of the Eucharist 

in this beautiful service that begins in light and joy and ends in darkness  
with the stripping of the altar in preparation for Good Friday.

Good Friday, April 14
11 am Stations of the Cross 

Recount the path Jesus trod from his condemnation to his body  
laid in the tomb in this solemn service.  

Instrumental reflections and music from Taizé accompany each station.
Noon Proper Liturgy for Good Friday with Incense 

Features the reading of the Passion and  
the presentation of a cross along with hymns and chants.

7 pm The Good Friday Project 
A unique blend of performance and liturgy, this service features five artistic  

and musical responses to the Crucifixion, each led by parishioners.

Easter Day, April 16
6 am The Great Vigil of Easter

The first official celebration of the resurrection, held in the darkness  
before sunrise, includes St. Andrew’s Choir and Holy Eucharist.

8:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite 
9:30 am Flowering of the Cross on the Front Lawn,  
and Brunch hosted by the Vestry in the Parish Hall

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 with Incense and the St. Andrew’s Choir
Children are invited to bring baskets for our annual  

Egg Hunt after the service.
2 pm Rhythms of Grace

Worship in the Parish Hall for all ages and abilities

 Join Us for Holy Week and Easter

 We begin on Easter 
morning at 6 am, outdoors 
in the darkness of the wan-
ing night, the church still 
bare from Maundy Thurs-
day and Good Friday. Just 
as the women sat outside 
Jesus’ tomb through the 
night, we wait in the gloom 
of the Passion. Then, the 
new fire is lit and makes 
its way forward, illumi-
nating the candles of the 
congregation on its way, 
while one of the church’s 
most ancient hymns, The 
Exsultet, is chanted. We 
hear the story of salvation 
through word and song, 
and as the altar candles are 
lit, sunlight begins to illu-
mine the church’s stained 
glass windows. The organ 
sounds the triumph as we 
celebrate Easter Eucharist 
together, and we celebrate 
the resurrection of the Son, 
as a new day dawns with 
the rising sun.



From the Rector 
by The Rev. Jimmy Grace
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 Our mobile app is a great 
way to stay informed about 
meetings, events and programs 
at St. Andrew’s. In addition, the 
app connects you with a range 
of spiritual and educational re-
sources. The app is available for 
download in the Android and 
Apple app stores. Search St. An-
drew’s Houston and download 
this free tool.

Keep Up With Our App

    The word “liturgy” literally means “the work of the people.” I un-
derstand that to mean that liturgy is what happens when people gather 
together for a creative purpose larger than their own. When I was in 
seminary, I remember taking a class on liturgy, and I recall learning that 
either the art of theater emerged from liturgical worship or it was the 
other way around.  
     Whichever came first, I was not surprised to learn that theater and 
liturgy share a common origin. This juxtaposition of liturgy and theater 
or artistic expression has always captivated me, and is probably one of 
the reasons St. Andrew’s is offering something new during Holy Week 

this year - the Good Friday Project.
 The Good Friday Project is neither performance nor liturgy - it is an amalgam of both. A 
group of talented parishioners, including Cindy Babbitt, Michael Mergens, Cher Duffin, Steve 
Duffin, Megan Parks, John Kirk and Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis have worked hard over the past 
few months to prepare a unique offering at 7 pm on Good Friday, April 14.
 The Good Friday Project will offer a series of reflections upon the crucifixion of Jesus that 
will employ a variety of art forms including visual, theatrical and musical. As with so much of 
what we do at St. Andrew’s, the Good Friday Project is a “home grown” endeavor, which reflects 
the many gifts and talents of our parish community.  
 I hope that you will join us the evening of April 14 as we add a creative expression to Holy 
Week that is solemn, reverent, beautiful and stirring. If you are moved by your experience of the 
Good Friday Project, I hope that you will let me know, and if you feel so inclined – join us as we 
begin to think about what the Good Friday Project in 2018 will look like.

God’s Peace,

Save the Date!

Episcopal Night  
at the Astros

Friday, May 19

For ticket information, 
contact PJ Arendt-Ford at 

pjaf64@gmail.com

 St. Andrew’s weekly Lenten Learning Series, this year designed and facilitated by the Hines 
Center for Spirituality, includes programs for youth and adults, as well children age 4 through 
5th grade, with childcare for younger ones. This year, we’ve looked at spiritual problems and 
provided a way to pray through them. On April 5, we will explore More than Myself: Praying in 
ways that affect our friends and our community.
 Join us for all or part of the evening:

• 6 pm - Optional Eucharist (Nave)
• 6:30 pm - Dinner (Parish Hall)
• 7 pm - Youth & Adult Program (Parish Hall), Children’s Program (2nd floor classrooms) 

& Childcare for infants through 3 years (Nursery)

If you will need childcare, please RSVP to Trish Mehrkam at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org 
or 713-861-5596. 

Come for Final Lenten Program April 5 
Living a Life of Wholeness and Gratitude

Break Bread Together
 In addition to fabulous programs at our Wednesday evening Lent series, we always enjoy a 
great meal at these gatherings. There’s no charge, but all are invited to bring something to the 
table. If you’d like to assist with preparation, service or clean-up, please contact Parish Events 
chair Cyd Cameron at cydneyc@gmail.com

 Based on the wonderful 
feedback from the parish Vi-
sioning Event on February 18, 
the parish-wide survey was de-
veloped and distributed in mid 
March. The survey asked pa-
rishioners their opinions on how 
well St. Andrew’s current wor-
ship and outreach efforts com-
pare to the 12 Marks of Healthy 
Church Behavior. Data from this 
survey will be tallied and add-
ed to our Visioning Document. 
This document will be shared 
and will guide the creation of 
an action plan for our identified 
goals. Stay tuned for future no-
tices and continue to include in 
your prayers the many volun-
teers who are working on this 
important project.

Visioning Survey Under 
Review
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 All are invited to participate 
in Holy Eucharist and a potluck 
dinner with Integrity Houston 
on Friday, April 21, 7-9 pm at 
Christ Church Cathedral’s Gold-
ing Chapel, 1117 Texas Avenue. 
Integrity Houston is part of a na-
tional organization that promotes 
full inclusion for LGBTQIA 
individuals and their allies in 
the Episcopal Church. All are 
welcome. If you’d like to learn 
more, contact SWayne Mathis at 
mathistribe@mindspring.com or 
join the group on April 21.

Be Part of Integrity  
Houston Eucharist  
April 21

 The Second Sunday Break-
fast crew prepares a hot, deli-
cious meal every second Sunday 
at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall—
this month, we will gather on 
April 9. All are invited to enjoy 
this hour of great food and fel-
lowship in place of our usual 
Sunday morning education pro-
grams. The meal is free, but do-
nations are always welcome. 

Breakfast is Served  
April 9

   Think big hats and bowties for the 2017 SAES Gala, Run for 
the Roses. This Kentucky Derby-themed event is the school’s 
only major fundraiser, and proceeds directly support the school’s 
operating budget, creating an ever more enriching Montessori 
environment for the children. The event will be fun for all and 
feature a number of great, must-have auction items. Attendees 
enjoy dinner, drinks, along with the live and silent auctions. 

Even if you cannot attend in person, you can participate by bidding online from the comfort of 
your own home. Check the flyer in this issue for more details about how to get your tickets and 
get ready for a great evening at the races!
 Be an Underwriter – Please consider supporting the gala as an event underwriter. Under-
writing sponsors help cover the cost of the gala and so that all individual ticket and auction sales 
go straight to the SAES kids and the school’s educational and enrichment programs. No gift is 
too small, and, frankly, no gift is too big! Please consider making a meaningful gift that shows 
the special place you have for St. Andrew’s in your heart.”  Receive special recognition at the 
event with a donation as little as $250. Larger sponsorships include tickets to all the fun, plus 
additional perks. 
 For more details, visit www.biddingforgood.com/saesintheheights and for more informa-
tion, contact the Gala committee at saesgala@gmail.com

Support SAES Run for the Roses 
13th Annual Gala for St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
Saturday, April 29 at Down House, 1801 Yale

   St. Andrew’s will host the Spring Bazaar on Saturday, 
April 22 from 10 am to 3 pm, showcasing close to 50 artists, 
crafters and specialty vendors. The Bazaar is a great opportu-
nity to find unique gifts for yourself or someone else—and is 
an important fundraiser for the parish. The event will include a 
wide range of handcrafted, one-of-a-kind items, some even cre-
ated by our own parishioners. Admission is FREE, and all are 
invited to stop, shop and check out all the wonderful offerings. 
Bring your friends, neighbors, and family!
 Check the bulletin board for details about how you can help 
with this parish fundraiser—a great way to get to know others in a fun environment. If you’re 
new to St. Andrew’s, this is a great way to get involved. If you’re a congregation veteran, here’s 
your chance to connect with those that you may not know well. If you are interested in lending 
a hand, we can use your help! Our vendors will arrive on site around 7:30 am.
 Specific needs include:

• Assisting with event set-up and clean-up
• Setting up trash receptacles around parking lot
• Placing event signage on surrounding streets
• Directing vendors to their assigned spaces upon arrival
• Serving coffee in our hospitality booth to our vendors

To volunteer, contact Bazaar Chair Steve Runner at ssrunner@hotmail.com

Shop, Sell and Volunteer April 22!

Our Sympathy
To the family of Georgia Fulmer who passed away February 17, 2017

 The Altar Guild needs a bit of 
help making palm crosses for our 
Palm Sunday observance. Join the 
fun in the Parish Hall on Satur-
day, April 8 at 10 am – there will 
be snacks, drinks (mimosas are a 
strong possibility) and plenty of 
palms. No special skills required 
– you’ll be shown just what you 
need to do. Questions? Contact 
Susan Kelly at suzzieq1971@aol.
com

Make Palm Crosses  
April 8
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  There’s something for everyone during the 9:30 am Education Hour on Sunday mornings
• Youth intern, Katelyn Kenney leads the 6th through 12th grade group in the Parlor meet  
     ing room on the second floor. Come make new friends and enjoy a reflection and donut
• For second through 5th graders, Bible Overview puts the Bible in perspective with  
   interactive lessons for older kids. During Lent the class, which meets in the Creative  
     Space classroom on the 2nd floor, will look at the events leading up to the resurrection
• PreK through 1st graders enjoy the Godly Play Curriculum, a story-based way of  
   learning about God’s sacred stories. The class meets in the Godly Play classroom on  
     the 2nd floor.
 For more information contact Lisa Puccio, Coordinator for Special Needs Worship and 
Family Formation at lpuccio@saecheights.org.

Children and Youth Invited to Sunday Morning Education Hour 

  In March, the Choristers Choir for children and youth began weekly rehearsals 
on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in St. Andrew’s House. Choristers 
Choir is open to all children in first grade through middle school, regardless of pre-
vious musical or singing experience. The Choristers will sing every few weeks at the 
10:30 am service during the academic year. Contact Organist & Choirmaster John 
Kirk at jkirk@saecheights.org for more information.

Children and Youth Learning to Sing 

     Following the 10:30 am service on Easter Day, children will gather for the egg 
hunt on the front lawns of the church and St. Andrew’s House. Each child participating 
should bring a basket. Along with the fun of the Easter eggs, calendars for marking the 
days of the Easter season will also be available to take home. The eggs for the hunt come 
from Sunny Bunny Easter Eggs, a program of Springfield Workshop, which is a not-for-
profit, 501c3 charitable organization with a mission to provide employment to people 
with disabilities. All of the eggs are made in the Springfield, Missouri facility by adults 
with developmental differences.

Get Ready for the Annual Easter Egg Hunt! 

 St. Andrew’s partners with several area outreach ministries to help our neighbors in need. We col-
lect these items in the carts across from the elevator on the first floor. 
• Canned vegetables, egg cartons and grocery bags (paper, plastic or reusable) for Heights  
    Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry
•  New, packaged adult underwear and gently used adult clothing and shoes for Lord of the Streets
• Travel size toiletries for distribution to needy by our partner congregation and larger size  
    toiletries for other partner ministries

Give to Others

 Our nursery is open on the first floor from 9:15 am through noon each Sunday. Staffed by fully trained care-
givers, the nursery offers a welcoming spot for infants and young children through age 3. For more information, 
contact Lisa Puccio at lpuccio@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596.

Nursery Available for Little Ones
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 St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch Program needs items to fill more than 300 sack lunches for the needed in our community each 
month—look for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entry hall. Once your items are placed in the Parish Hall kitchen, 
please put a check mark by your name to let us know your items have been delivered. Items for sack lunches are due by the first 
Sunday each month. Monetary donations are also welcome—simply write Sack Lunches in the memo line of your check and place 
in the collection plate on Sunday. Thanks for your continued support of this wonderful outreach ministry!

Help Fill Our Sack Lunches

 The Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry, 3523 Beauchamp, is open for clients from 5-7 pm on 
Thursdays and 10 am to noon on Saturdays. St. Andrew’s provides a team of volunteers on the fourth Sat-
urday of each month—helping register clients, stocking shelves, preparing bags and baskets, and assisting 
with other duties as needed. Volunteers of all ages are welcome to join in this fellowship and service to our 
neighbors in need. 

Volunteer at Food Pantry April 22

Adorn the Church on Easter 
 You are invited to help decorate St. Andrew’s for our Easter celebration. Easter lilies 
are $15 each and floral arrangements are $40 per vase. Gifts in all amounts are gratefully 
accepted and will be acknowledged. If you would like to participate, please complete and 
return the enclosed Easter Flower form. Deadline: April 9, 2017
 Our weekly altar flowers may also be sponsored. The cost for our arrangements is $80, 
and donations in any amount will be welcomed and acknowledged in our weekly bulletin. 
Sign up for your chosen week(s) on the bulletin board in the rear entry hall, then drop 
your sponsorship check in the collection plate or mail to the church office—please specify 
“Altar Flowers” on your check. Contact Elizabeth McCormick at eamack@sbcglobal.net 
or 832-661-7300 or more information. 

Altar Greenery During Lent Given to the Glory of God 
Greenery given on March 26 by Chris Barker in celebration of Landon’s birthday

 As we continue the season of Lent, what if our Lenten discipline moves from moments of 
prayer and reflection to a period of silence? Pick a time each day....pause...give yourself five min-
utes of silence...to enjoy the presence of God.
 Prayer and service are the cornerstones of the Daughters of the King (DOK) Order. Women 
interested in joining DOK may contact Cathey Harrison at catheyph@sbcglobal.net or talk with 
any woman wearing the DOK silver cross. All members are happy to answer any questions.  
St. Andrew’s DOK meets every 4th Sunday, (this month April  23), at 3:30 pm at St. Andrew's 
House.

DOK Offers Lenten Guidance

 Every Sunday, immediately following the 10:30 am service, we welcome everyone for Coffee Time in the 
Parish Hall. Enjoy snacks, conversation and coffee, of course, before leaving church. Ministry teams and pa-
rishioners serve as weekly hosts for our time together. Whether you are a host or guest, we hope you will join 
us! 
 If you’d like to host one Sunday, check the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall or contact Trish Mehrkam at 
trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596.

Come Upstairs for Coffee Time



• Let us know if your  
 information has changed.
• Share your email address  
 to receive schedule re- 
 minders and changes.
• Contact the church  
 office with updates.

Introduce Yourself...
 Please wear your name tag 
when attending St. Andrew’s. 
Putting a name with a face helps 
build our community. For a new 
or replacement name tag, con-
tact the church office.

Got News?
 If you have information of 
interest to St. Andrew’s, contact 
the church office. 

Get the Latest
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 If you are unable to at-
tend church because of health 
or mobility issues and would 
like to share Eucharist with 
your parish family, please  
notify The Rev. Carissa Bald-
win-McGinnis at cbaldwin-mc-
ginnis@saecheights.org or call 
the church office at 713-861-
5596 by Friday. We have trained 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors who are 
ready and able to bring the Holy 
Banquet to you. 

Communion 
Available To Go

Qualities That Make an Episcopal School Special 
by Nancy Simpson, Head of School
 There is a long-standing tradition of church schools in the Anglican 
Communion, the identity of such schools comes in many forms from parish 
day schools (like ours) to independent boarding schools. Our day school is 
also a Montessori school that is grounded in the practices so well researched 
by Dr. Maria Montessori. The Montessori classroom environment has many 
components that are part of a very complex approach that employs and 
depends upon many principles, procedures and concepts of human devel-
opment that are closely intertwined. 
 There are 1,182 Episcopal schools worldwide that celebrate their unique 
identity as being Episcopal. What makes being an Episcopal School so special?
 In all Episcopal School communities, even the most ecumenical and diverse, spiritual for-
mation is integrated into all aspects of the educational experience. In fact, Episcopal Schools are 
upheld by the basic principles of the Baptismal Covenant. As expressed in The Book of Com-
mon Prayer, this covenant maintains that individuals and institutions are called by God to adopt 
certain fundamental disciplines and dispositions in order to embrace fully their basic identities. 
Through weekly worship in chapel and community life in our classrooms, Episcopal schools 
support individual spiritual growth by:

• Honoring, celebrating, and worshiping God as the center of life
• Modeling God’s love and grace
• Serving God in Christ in all persons, regardless of origin, background, ability, or religion
• Striving for justice and peace among all people and to respect the dignity of every human 

being
• Practicing service-learning

 Weaving Montessori methods and Episcopal values together, each of our three classrooms 
creates an environment that supports children mentally, physically, socially, spiritually and emo-
tionally. 

 Faith Matters meets at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall.
• April 2 - Jimmy Grace concludes the series on the Book of Acts and what it has to say 

to the church today.
• April 9 - Second Sunday Break-

fast 
• April 16 – Easter Day Brunch 

hosted by the Vestry
• April 23 - What Are You Read-

ing? - All are invited to bring a 
title or copy of a book they are 
currently reading. Jimmy Grace 
will discuss his own read, and ev-
eryone will have time to share.

• April 30 - Favorite Books - You are encouraged to come with the title of your favorite 
book and how it might relate to your spirituality and faith. Come ready for conversation 
and sharing!

Adult Forum meets at 9:30 am in the Associate Rector’s Office.
 This small discussion group focuses on the weekly Gospel lesson or other current topics. 
The group uses resources prepared by Biblical scholars for lay people to learn and discuss while 
growing in understanding of God’s word.

Grow and Connect with Adult Formation
During Sunday Education Hour 
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Financial Snapshot  
As of February 28, 2017

              Year to Date (YTD)
Category  Actual      Budget     % YTD Budget

Pledge Payments  $  82,152    $ 403,500               20%
Non-Pledge Payments       7,230         40,000               18%
Loose Currency          1,897         11,000               17%
Rhythms of Grace               218          2,500                  9%
    ________  ___________   __________
Total Plate  $  91,497    $ 457,000               20%
Other Income      12.048         78,740               15%
    __________________  ___________
TOTAL RECEIPTS $ 103,545    $535,740               19%
EXPENDITURES  $ 104,034    $535,740             100%

Spots Available for Community of Hope Training
 St. Andrew's Community of Hope (COH) held an informational meeting on in late February. After discovering what Community 
of Hope is all about, everyone in attendance decided that they wanted to take the instruction classes in order to join the Community. 
The mission of COH is “to create and sustain Christian communities of lay pastoral care givers united in prayer, shaped by Bene-
dictine spirituality, and equipped for and serving in pastoral care ministries.” Classes will begin Tuesday, May 2, from 1 to 3:30 pm 
at St. Andrew's House and will be held every other week. Classes will continue until the 14 COH modules have been studied. There 
is room in the class for another 6-8 people, should your heart be so moved! For more information, please contact Dave Roberts at 
713-864-0452 or dhroberts1110@aol.com

 The Spiritual Reading Group invites you to finish reading with us City of God, Faith in the Streets, by Sara Miles. This book 
details Sara’s reflections and experiences distributing ashes on Ash Wednesday in the crowded streets of San Francisco. Sara is 
reflecting from a specifically Episcopalian perspective and, throughout the book, she describes her experiences with The Rev. Paul 
Fromberg, former rector of St. Andrew’s and current rector of St. Gregory of Nyssa, in San Francisco. We will discuss this book 
(page 95 to the end) on Monday, April 10, at 6:30 pm, in St. Andrew’s House. If you are unable to attend meetings, you can join the 
online discussion on the Facebook page SAEC Spiritual Reading Group.

Read City of God, Faith in the Streets with Spiritual Reading Group

Touch a Truck
Shrove Tuesday

Ashes-to-Go
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008

Non-Profit
Organ. U.S.

Postage 
Paid
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Permit 2382

SUNDAY  8:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I
   9:15 am  Nursery Open
   9:30 am  Education Hour
             10:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II
        2 pm Rhythms of Grace

THURSDAY              9:30 am  Healing Eucharist
             10:15 am  Bible Study

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s CHURCH
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-5596
trish.mehrkam 
@saecheights.org 
www.saecheights.org
Office Hours:  
M - F, 9 am to 2 pm

SCHOOL
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-2954
standrewsschool@ 
saesintheheights.org
www.saecintheheights.org

Trish Mehrkam
Parish Administrator and 

Ministries Coordinator

Deidre Grawl
Membership Secretary

Lisa Puccio
Coordinator for Special 

Needs and Family 
Formation

John Kirk 
Organist & Choirmaster

Nancy Simpson
Head of School

Bill Gilbert
Organist Emeritus
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The Rev. James M. L. Grace
Rector

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis
Associate Rector

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth

Electronic Service Requested

 Did you know you can read The Voice on our website? Issues 
are posted each month at www.saecheights.org/the-voice/ To go “on-
line-only,” contact communications@saecheights.org or call 713-861-
5596.

Think Green!


