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Honor the Season with Advent Lessons & Carols 
 Join us Sunday, December 4 at 5 pm for a service of Advent Lessons & Carols. Framed in a liturgy 
that invites us to pause, reflect, and wait - counter to what our Christmas-crazed culture demands - 
this service uses readings to explore themes of expectation and the mystery of God’s incarnation as 
Emmanuel, “God with us.” Following the readings will be musical selections of Advent carols and 
anthems sung by the St. Andrew’s Choir that build on reading themes. The use of candlelight, incense, 
and movement will punctuate this service. 

 The Second Sunday 
Breakfast Crew will be in 
the kitchen Sunday, De-
cember 11, serving a hot, 
home-cooked breakfast at 
9:30 am. All are invited to 
stop in for a delicious meal 
and enjoy some fabulous 
fellowship along with your 
great food. The meal is free, 
but donations are welcome 
and very much appreciated 
by our hard-working cooks.

Come for Second 
Sunday Breakfast 
December 11

  
 Celebrate Christmas 

Observe the joy and wonder of the Nativity by worshipping with us.
   

   Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24

3 pm - Holy Eucharist: Rite Two with Choristers Choir and Children’s Pageant 
See the Christmas story re-enacted by the children of St. Andrew’s and sung by the  
Choristers Choir.
 4:30 pm - Christmas Lessons & Carols with Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
Hear the Christmas story told from the Hebrew Bible through the Gospels with musical 
reflections by harp and soprano as well as traditional Christmas carols. Started at Truro Cathe-
dral in 1880, this service was popularized by King’s College, Cambridge, which has sung the 
service annually on Christmas Eve since 1918. 
10:30 pm - Candlelight Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
Come celebrate the joy and wonder of the incarnation with this candlelight service of Holy 
Eucharist featuring incense, harp and the St. Andrew’s Choir. 

   Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25

10 am - Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
Infants, children and adults are invited to participate in this beautiful Christmas morning 
service. 

See page 2 for details.

 Our 3 pm Christmas Eve service will include a short Nativity pageant presented by children in 
PreK through 5th grade. All children are invited to participate - whether they have ever attended Sun-
day school and even if they will be singing with the Choristers. Everyone is welcome! There will be one 
very important rehearsal on Sunday, December 18 at 9:30 am in the church, and children are asked to 
arrive at church by 2:15 pm on Saturday, December 24. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the rear 
entry hall or in the Sunday school hallway on the second floor before December 11. All costumes are 
provided and there are no scary speaking parts! For more information or to sign up your child, contact 
Lisa Puccio at lpuccio@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596.

Sign Up for Our Nativity Pageant



From the Rector 
by The Rev. Jimmy Grace
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 Our new mobile app is a 
great way to stay informed about 
meetings, events and programs 
at St. Andrew’s. In addition, the 
app connects you with a range 
of spiritual and educational re-
sources. The app is available for 
download in the Android and 
Apple app stores. Search St. An-
drew’s Houston and download 
this new, free tool.

Keep Up 
With Our App

 Christmas 33 years ago found me in Fort Worth, Texas. It was later in 
the evening, and we were at my uncle’s home for Christmas dinner. If I recall 
correctly, I was sitting at the kids’ table, and after a day of presents, pictures, 
family and friends, I was feeling pretty tired. But, not too tired for dessert!
 After we all had our fill of turkey, dressing, sweet potatoes and cranberry 
sauce, dessert appeared, and it was a red jell-o mold that had grapes, walnuts 
and perhaps coconut. My grandmother sliced her jell-o mold into slices and 
then upon each slice put a hefty spoonful  of what I thought was whipped 
cream.
 I like whipped cream. It’s sweet, cold, soft and delicious. And I decided 

to eat all the whipped cream in one spoonful from the top of Grandma’s jell-o mold slice. What I 
tasted in my mouth was not sweet, nor was it cold, and it certainly was not delicious!
 It was, in fact not whipped cream. As I quickly realized what I had just inserted into my mouth 
was a giant spoonful of Hellman’s mayonnaise! This was no error on my grandmother’s part, as I 
learned that night mayonnaise often accompanied the jell-o molds my grandmother served. What 
I had anticipated to be sweet and refreshing was instead a hideous disaster in my mouth that had 
me running for the restroom at light speed.  
 I think Christmas can often present itself in a similar manner. We often hold Christmas to 
such high expectations. We want it to be sweet, like our favorite Christmases from years past, and 
are disappointed when our experience of Christmas turns out to be sour. We want Christmas to be 
whipped cream, and it ends up as Hellman’s mayonnaise.  
 But is that so bad? If I have learned anything in this life, it is this: to joyfully see with new eyes 
that God is at work in unpredictable and frustrating moments. We are not conditioned to do this, 
and I admit I fail at doing so constantly. But when I do – when I discover God in the unexpected 
sour moment I had hoped would be sweet – well, that if anything, is a Christmas miracle.  
 May your Christmas be unexpected, unexplained and unencumbered!

God’s Peace,

 You can support St. Andrew’s 
every time you shop at a Kro-
ger store by enrolling in Kroger 
Community Rewards®! If you’re 
already registered, it’s renewal 
time. Look for the email from  
Kroger with a direct web link or 
visit https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards and click the 
Re-Enroll Now button. If you 
want to start supporting St. An-
drew’s when you shop at Kroger, 
visit the link above and follow 
the steps to enroll. 

Renew Kroger  
Community Rewards 

You’re Invited! 
Holiday Open House

Saturday, December 10,  5-8 pm

Home of Rev. Jimmy & Marla Grace
1643 Arlington

Join us for a casual holiday gathering with a great 
Mexican buffet, margaritas and tasty seasonal treats. 
The grown-ups will enjoy holiday hospitality while 

the kids play in the bounce house. 
There will be fun for all ages!

Please let us know if you and your family will attend!
Email trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or call 713-861-5596

Save the Date!
Annual Parish Meeting

January 8, 2017

Parish Retreat at  
Camp Allen

February 3-5, 2017 
Details about fun & 

fellowship coming soon!

Breakfast at LOTS in 2017
January 29

June 11 
November 5
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  The Parish Discernment Committee (PDC) consists of a number of members of St. An-
drew’s, including PJ Arendt-Ford, Richard Quarles, Jimmy Grace, SWayne Mathis, Nancy 
Simpson, Lisa Mustacchia, Kyle Jones, Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis, Marianne Haynes and 
Mary Pauline McElroy. Jimmy Grace is in the process of receiving proposals from consultants, 
and when all the proposals are received, the PDC will review them and select the consultant 
that is best equipped to help St. Andrew’s during this time of parish visioning and discern-
ment. If you have any questions regarding the PDC, please contact Jimmy Grace.

Update on Parish Discernment

Nursery, Children’s and Youth Programs Offered
 The 9:30 am Education Hour begins with a short music lesson from Organist & Choir-
master John Kirk in the Godly Play classroom. Children in PreK through 1st grade stay for 
interactive stories and activities and 2nd through 5th graders move to the Creative Space 
classroom for a new look at ancient stories. 
 Nursery care is available on the first floor from 9:15 am – noon every Sunday. For more 
information, contact Lisa Puccio, Coordinator for Special Needs Worship and Family Forma-
tion at lpuccio@saecheights.org 713-861-5596.
 The Parlor Youth meet at 9:30 am in the former choir room on the 2nd floor for reflec-
tions on the readings of the day. For more information, contact our youth intern Katelyn 
Kenny at youth@saecheights.org

     Our 2017 campaign theme was Living Generously, and the St. An-
drews congregation has heartily answered the call. The stewardship 
committee is proud to announce that, as of mid-November, St. An-
drew’s received an abundance of pledges, including more than 20 new 
commitments to the parish and increases to more than 30 continuing 
pledges. Your contribution to our church ensures that our ministries 
will both continue and grow. As we look ahead to 2017 and beyond, 
our spiritual and financial commitments sustain our community, our 
ministries and our sacred space. Thank you again for answering the 
call to live generously. 
     If you have not yet made a pledge for 2017, your commitment is 
welcome and will be accepted at any time. Pledge cards are available 

at the church. Or visit www.saecheights.org/giving/ to make your pledge online or print a 
pledge card. Every pledge helps us better prepare for our needs in the coming year.

St. Andrew’s Lives and Gives Generously 
by Elspeth Hixon and Ray Purser, Stewardship Co-chairs

Find quiet during the hectic hol-
iday season at our Taize service at 
6:30 pm on Friday, December 2. 
This service offers a wonderful way 
to quietly reflect at the end of a busy 
week. With meditation, candlelight 
and music, our monthly Taize ser-
vice is a time of prayerful contem-
plation. Please join us. 

Find Peace with Taize

Our annual Greening of the 
Church will be Sunday, December 
18, and you’re invited to help make 
the church festive for Christmas. 
We'll gather after the 10:30 am 
service to hang garlands, wreaths, 
place poinsettias and decorate the 
tree. We always especially need 
someone who will climb a ladder 
to help with the higher work. We'll 
provide refreshments, drinks and 
good company to those who help 
us with this joyous event. 

Help Green the Church! 

Addie's 50+ Tour Group will vis-
it The Orange Show on Mung-
er Street and another fun stop on 
Friday, December 2. The group will 
leave St Andrew’s parking lot at 10 
am. The cost per person is $5 for 
each location along with the cost of 
lunch. Call Addie for reservations 
at 713-304-6449. 

50+ Group to  
Tour Orange Show

 During this busy month, the Sunday Education Hour schedule at 9:30 am may look a lit-
tle different for children. We hope your family will come and enjoy the season at St. Andrew’s.

• December 4 - Sunday School Advent Lessons 
• December 11 - Second Sunday Breakfast 
• December 18 - Nativity Pageant Rehearsal 
• December 25 – Christmas Day Service, 10 am
• January 1 – Snow Day! Snow & hot chocolate on the lawn 

December Education for Children 
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 One of the shared values of our Episcopal and Montessori identity is that of service to others. In our community, we recognize 
the needs of others in our every day activities. Frequently you might hear even our youngest say, “do you need some help with that?”. 
It is what we believe in and what we practice with each other as well as the world at large. The idea of outreach is profound in that it 
suggests we actually make a positive difference in the lives of others. St. Andrew’s Episcopal School focuses on this in several ways.  
As most of you know, our church has an outreach ministry of distributing sack lunches Monday through Friday to those in need. 
Each month different groups and individuals volunteer to bring the five food items for the church’s sack lunch program. The lunches 
are packed once a month and are handed out at the church office next door. Our school community is excited to supply the items 
for the month of December. It is a wonderful opportunity to be able to partner with the church and support this outreach program. 
Nehemiah Middle School offers sanctuary from the stressors of poverty and fortifies youth for success in high school and beyond. 
United with families, in Christ-centered community, we transform lives through education and relationship. We have partnered 
several times with NMS students, and just this past month, we were privileged to have the NMS students help with our Fall Festival. 
Summerhouse is a unique setting located in the Heights that was created to inspire, teach and support young adults with intellectual 
disabilities and their families in the area of transition, employment, daily living and community evolvement. Summerhouse works 
with our church each week folding and stapling the weekly bulletins and folding our monthly newsletter. In addition, one of the 
Summerhouse members is helping the school several days a week with our dishes and laundry.  
 Outreach and service is an important value that we embrace in our daily work at St. Andrew’s School and it is a blessing to share 
some of the projects with the parish.  

Reaching Out in Service
by Nancy Simpson, Head of School

 With Christmas coming, support for the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry and those 
it serves is even more critical. Due to the holiday schedule, St. Andrew’s will serve on Saturday, De-
cember 17. All are welcome to join our team to stock shelves and help pantry clients do their holiday 
shopping. We volunteer from 9:30 am to noon at the pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp, just down 
the street from Travis Elementary School. All teens and adults are welcome! Training for first-time 
volunteers is provided every Saturday. Contact Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis at cbaldwin-mcginnis@
saecheights.org with questions.

Buy Turkeys for Food Pantry Christmas Baskets
 Please consider buying and stashing an extra turkey for donation to the Heights Interfaith Min-
istries Food Pantry. The turkeys will be included in the Pantry’s Christmas baskets for client families. 
If you do not have room to store your extra purchase until December, please contact Food Pantry 
director Alice Bongers at 713-861-6155, and she will find room in the pantry’s freezer. 

Support Food Pantry During Holiday Season

 Our Spiritual Reading Group meets on the second Monday of every month at St. Andrew’s House to share engaging and stim-
ulating discussion about thought-provoking books. We begin a new reading in December – watch the weekly announcements or 
visit the Facebook page SAEC Spiritual Reading Group for complete details. If you are unable to attend meetings, you can join the 
online discussion at the same site.

Join Spiritual Reading Group December 12 

 We are literally wrapping up our Seafarer Christmas Box drive. Join us December 3 in the Parish Hall from 10 am to 1 pm as 
we fill the boxes – lunch will be provided. Then, join the wrapping fun immediately after the 10:30 am service on Sunday, December 
4. The 50 boxes we donate will be among the 50,000 distributed during the holiday season to our brothers and sisters who work the 
cargo ships that come to the Port of Houston. These boxes, filled with small toiletries and personal items, are a wonderful gift for 
these workers who are so far from loved ones during the holidays. If you have any questions, please contact Bob DeCesare at 646-
644-2433 or bobdec2003@yahoo.com for more information.   

Pack & Wrap Seafarer Christmas Boxes
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Choristers Choir to Perform on Christmas Eve 
 All children in 1st through 8th grades are invited to sing with the Choristers 
Choir at the 3 pm Christmas Eve service. Rehearsals will be held throughout 
December, and children are required to attend at least three rehearsals. No mu-
sical experience is required, and all children are encouraged to participate. If 
you have questions, please contact Organist & Choirmaster John Kirk, jkirk@
saecheights.org.

Rehearsal Schedule
• Sundays: December 4, 11, 18, noon-1pm in St. Andrew’s House
• Wednesdays, December 7, 14, 21, 5:45–6:45 in St. Andrew’s House 

Performance
• Saturday, December 24: 2 pm rehearsal, 3 pm service

 Our Black Hat ministry provides warm hats for those hungry and homeless individuals who come to our doors every day. Kits 
and yarn with optional knit or crochet patterns are available in the main lobby near the elevator. Take a kit, make a hat and return 
to the marked basket. These items help warm the bodies and the souls of those with whom we share our sack lunches. With cooler 
weather coming, it’s time to grab your needles and get to work! Donations of hats, yarn and crochet/knitting needles are always wel-
come. Just place in the box that is labeled "Black Hat". Questions? Contact Priscilla Burroughs at pk_burroughs@yahoo.com

Join the Black Hat Bunch!

 The Parlor youth now have a place of their own and they’re settling 
in. With the choir’s move to St. Andrew’s House, the youth now have 
the choir room on the second floor of our church building to call home. 
Our youth intern Katelyn Kenney and the youth that meet during the 
Education Hour on Sunday mornings are hoping that the move is the 
next step toward growing the youth community at St. Andrew’s. To learn 
more about the ministry to junior and senior high youth, email Katelyn at 
youth@saecheights.org.

The Parlor Has a New Home 

 

 St. Andrew’s partners with several area outreach ministries to help our neighbors in need. We collect these items in the carts 
across from the elevator on the first floor. 

• Canned vegetables, egg cartons and grocery bags (paper, plastic or reusable) for Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry
• New, packaged adult underwear and gently used adult clothing and shoes for Lord of the Streets
• Travel size toiletries for distribution to needy by our partner congregation and larger size toiletries for other partner min-

istries

Give to Others



We Celebrate Together
• Let us know if your  
 information has changed.
• Share your email address  
 to receive schedule re- 
 minders and changes
• Contact the church  
 office with updates.

Introduce Yourself...
 Please wear your name tag 
when attending St. Andrew’s. 
Putting a name with a face helps 
build our community. For a new 
or replacement name tag, con-
tact the church office.

Got News?
 If you have information of 
interest to St. Andrew’s, contact 
the church office. 

Get the Latest
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 If you are unable to at-
tend church because of health 
or mobility issues and would 
like to share Eucharist with 
your parish family, please  
notify The Rev. Carissa Bald-
win-McGinnis at cbaldwin-mc-
ginnis@saecheights.org or call 
the church office at 713-861-
5596 by Friday. We have trained 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors who 
are ready and able to bring our 
Holy Banquet to you. 

Communion 
Available To Go

Thanks for Your Support! 
 Our Autumn Bazaar in Novem-
ber was a great success thanks to a 
crew of great volunteers, including Ba-
zaar Chair Lisa Mustacchia, Elizabeth 
Gleason, Laurie Hardwick, Stephanie 
Beranek, David Barnett, Steve Oprea, 
Colin Ricklefs, SWayne Mathis, Jim-
my Grace, John Kirk, John Alexander, 
Ben Gibbs, Stacey Parker, Brenda Kel-
ley, Ed Amash, Paul Hardwick, Trish 
Mehrkam, and Byron Pineda. The event 
raised more than $2,800 to support our 
continued ministry and outreach.

Those baptized on November 6: Christopher 
Lyndon Langford; Richard Quarles; Glenn 
Wesley Elliot, son of Kelly & Garrett El-
liott; Jamie Gillette Goodpasture, daughter 
of Heather & Ridley Goodpasture; Benja-
min Edward Harrison and Andrew Wil-
liam Harrison, sons of Jaclyn & Charles 
Harrison; and Clara Faye Ylitalo,  daughter 
of Megan and William Ylitalo

Those confirmed or received on October 23: 
Greg Bayles, Cole Cameron, Walter Camer-
on, Monica Canalizo, Sasha Diaz, Ronald 
Dovich, Garrett Elliott, Jaclyn Harrison, 
Mike Jeffers, Jack Jordan, Sarah Mof-
fett, Devon Moore, Liza Pettin, Richard 
Quarles and Martin Reat

Welcome
Birth

Bowen Andrew Davis, 
born October 3, 2016 

to Sandi & Stephen Davis

New Members

Melanie Gideon
Kay Lynn Jenkins 
Garrett Wingfield

Condolences
To the family of 

German Monzon,
father of Maryuri Duran
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Financial Snapshot  • As of October 31, 2016 

     Year to Date (YTD)
Category  Actual      Budget % YTD Budget

Pledge Payments  $289,288    $291,830          99%
Non-Pledge Payments     40,595        41,670          97%
Loose Currency        10,326          8,330        124%
Rhythms of Grace            2,265          1,666        136%
    __________________ ________________
Total Plate  $342,474     $343,496         100%
Other Income      71,085         55,932         127%
    __________________ ________________
TOTAL RECEIPTS $413,559       $399,428         104%
EXPENDITURES $411,018       $423,065           97%
Review of Actual to Budget
YTD Operating Income is approximately $14,000 (14%) above budget
YTD Operating Expenses are approximately $12,000 (3%) under budget

Be Part of Adult Education -  
Faith Matters – 9:30 am, Parish Hall
• December 4 - Nancy Simpson, Jimmy Grace and Carissa Baldwin-Mc-

Ginnis will lead a two-part conversation on Church & Society. The focus 
will be immigration and asylum-seeking in the United States, and our 
class will explore what the Episcopal Church is concerned about as well 
as some of the associated dynamics in our city and our state.

• December 11 - Second Sunday Breakfast
• December 18 - Nancy Simpson, Jimmy Grace and Carissa Baldwin-Mc-

Ginnis conclude our conversation on Church & Society, focusing on im-
migration, asylum-seeking and how these issues are viewed by the Epis-
copal Church and our local governments. 

Adult Forum – 9:30 am, Associate Rector’s Office
 This small discussion group focuses on the weekly Gospel lesson or other current topics. The group uses resources prepared by 
Biblical scholars for lay people to learn and discuss while growing in understanding God’s word.

Contribute Christmas Flowers
 Share the joy of this Christmas season by contributing toward flowers to decorate the church. Poinsettias are $15 each, altar ar-
rangements are $40 per vase, and gifts in all amounts are gratefully accepted and acknowledged. If you would like to adorn the church 
for His birth, please complete the enclosed Christmas flower form and place it in the collection plate along with your contribution 
(please specify Christmas flowers on your check).  Deadline December 18, 2016.

• November 6   - the Reat Family in celebration of Daniel’s birthday 
• November 13 - the Robertsons in celebration of our birthdays 
• November 20  - the Second Sunday Breakfast Team 
• November 27  - Jimmy & Marla Grace in memory of Jean Lykes Grace
• 
• December 4  -   PJ & Cheryl Arendt-Ford in celebration of our 1st anniversary
• December 11 - Elizabeth McCormick in celebration of Jack’s birthday
• December 18 - Janna Webber in celebration of David’s birthday
• December 25 - the Gilberts in celebration of Bill and Alex’s birthdays

Altar Flowers Given to the Glory of God:
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008

Non-Profit
Organ. U.S.
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SUNDAY  8:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I
   9:15 am  Nursery Open
   9:30 am  Education Hour
              10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
        2 pm Rhythms of Grace

THURSDAY              9:30 am Healing Eucharist
             10:15 am  Bible Study

FIRST FRIDAY              6:30 pm Taize Service
OF THE MONTH 

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s CHURCH
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-5596
trish.mehrkam 
@saecheights.org 
www.saecheights.org
Office Hours:  
M - F, 9 am to 2 pm

SCHOOL
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-2954
standrewsschool@ 
saesintheheights.org
www.saecintheheights.org

Trish Mehrkam
Parish Administrator and 

Ministries Coordinator

Deidre Grawl
Membership Secretary

Lisa Puccio
Coordinator for Special 

Needs and Family 
Formation

John Kirk 
Organist & Choirmaster

Nancy Simpson
Head of School

Bill Gilbert
Organist Emeritus
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The Rev. James M. L. Grace
Rector

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis
Associate Rector

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth

Electronic Service Requested

 Did you know you can read The Voice on our website? Issues are post-
ed each month at www.saecheights.org/the-voice/ To go “online-only,” 
contact communications@saecheights.org or call 713-861-5596.

Think Green!


