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THE VOICE
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH in the Heights since 1911 February 2015

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, 
nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.

At the January meeting of the SAEC
Spiritual Reading group, we con-

tinued discussion of The Practice of
Prayer, by Margaret Guenther. We talked
about our reactions to Chapters 1-4.
Among other things, people spoke about
their ways of praying, difficulties encoun-
tered in prayer, and times when they expe-
rienced awe in God’s creation.

Led by John Ibanez, our meetings are
held on the second Monday of the month,
from 6:30 to 8 pm, at St. Andrew’s House.
It’s not too late to join the group, as we
read and learn together. Here’s our plan for
covering the book over the next few
months: 
• February 9, 2015 – Chapters 5-7
• March 9, 2015 – Chapters 8-10

This book can be easily purchased
online and all are invited to attend these
meetings. By reading these and other
books together we can more deeply
explore the meaning and the message. All
are invited to participate—for more infor-
mation join the SAEC Spiritual Reading
Group on Facebook or email john-
gibanez@gmail.com. 

JOIN OUR SPIRITUAL READING GROUP

On February 1, St. Andrews wel-
comes the Rhythms of Grace serv-

ice to the Heights. Rhythms of Grace is a
way for children with special needs to
enjoy worship in their own way, and the
service will be held Sundays at 2 pm in the
Parish Hall. An ecumenical service and
playtime, the service was created so that
parents could have a place where they
could worship with their children without
worrying about verbal disruptions, dis-
tracting movements or gestures.

At Rhythms of Grace we gather and

play at a common activity as all are wel-
comed and made comfortable. We share a
story from the Bible and then explore the
story at learning centers, choosing from a
variety of sensory and tactile activities
adapted to each theme. We re-gather and
break bread in a circle seated on small rugs
and then pray our thanks and bid our
friends goodbye until next time. The serv-
ice is full of music, movement and laugh-
ter.

A worship experience for special needs
children and their families, Rhythms of

Grace began in Houston in 2010 as a
monthly alternative service welcoming all
faith traditions, ages and abilities and
including siblings and friends. W h i l e
monthly Rhythms of Grace services take
place throughout the country, St. Andrews
will be the first church in the country to
offer Rhythms of Grace weekly. There is
no need to call in advance, but if you have
a particular need or any questions please
contact Lisa Puccio, coordinator for special
needs worship, or Rev. Jimmy Grace at
713-861-5596.

RHYTHMS OF GRACE SERVES SPECIAL NEEDS FAMILIES

Our first Friday Taize service on February 6 begins at 6:30
pm and offers each person a unique opportunity for reflec-

tion through prayers, meditation, and music in this worship of
God. This is a calming way to close a busy week.

The Second Sunday Breakfast crew will serve a hot, deli-
cious meal on Sunday, February 8 at 9:15 am in the

Parish Hall. Grab a bite before you head to Christian Education!
All are invited—the meal is free, but donations are always wel-
come. 

REFLECT WITH TAIZE FEBRUARY 6

The 2015 SAES Gala is only days
away! Each year parish members,

parents, grandparents, local businesses,
and friends attend our Gala to bid on silent
and live auction items and enjoy fellow-
ship while raising money for one of the
most important ministries of our church,
St. Andrewís Episcopal School.

Individual tickets are available for a
donation of $75 each and can be purchased
at the school or at the door. The Heights of
Art will feature local artists, artwork from
our SAES children, other great live and
silent auction items, and gourmet food
from Harold’s Restaurant & Bar, which, is
owned by our own Alli Jarrett! Live music,

wine, beer & refreshments will all be avail-
able for enjoyment.

We hope to see you at the 2015 Gala on
Saturday, February 7, right down the street
at the Gallery M Squared, 339 W. 19th
Street. The fun starts at 7 pm..

SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL AT GALA FEBRUARY 7

On Sunday, February 15, we will
hold a Liturgy of Belonging cere-

mony during both the 8:30 and 10:30 am
services. This rite welcomes newcomers
into our church family. Those who recently
transferred their membership, were bap-

tized, confirmed or received; or those who
simply wish to declare that St. Andrew’s is
their church home are invited to take part
in these services. During the service, those
participating will be called to the front to
take part in a short ceremony announcing

their inclusion. If you would like to be part
of this important event where you can be
officially welcomed into the parish com-
munity, please contact DeAnna Bosch at
deanna.bosch@gmail.com or 713-880-
4425.

BE OFFICIALLY WELCOMED FEBRUARY 15

BREAKFAST IS SERVED FEBRUARY 8



DEACON’S DIALOGUE
By Deacon Portia Sweet

FROM THE RECTOR
Grace in Fallibility

by Rector Jimmy Grace
I’ve recently started watching the

series “The Borgias” on Showtime,
which chronicles the life and family of
Rodrigo Borgia.  Borgia was a priest in the
Catholic Church during the Italian
Renaissance, who later was appointed
Cardinal, and then finally elected pope.
Jeremy Irons plays Rodrigo Borgia, and
does a fine job in the role of this highly
controversial pope.

Borgia was controversial at the time for
several reasons – he was not Italian (from
Aragon instead), and the celibacy required
of a pope seemed to be a challenge to him.
The extended Borgia family likewise was
suspected of many crimes, including adul-
t e r y, incest, simony, theft, bribery, and
murder – all employed in their grasp for
power in the name of the church.   

The Borgia family remains an arche-
type for religious corruption. While few in
the church have outdone this family in
their excess, corruption nonetheless
remains a challenge for the church. The
Episcopal Church is no stranger, sadly, to
corruption as well. We have seen it in this
Diocese, and nationally as well. The most
recent example involves the hit and run
killing of cyclist, husband, and father
Thomas Palermo, by the Episcopal
Suffragan Bishop in Maryland, Heather
Cook.

Cook was charged with texting while
driving, leaving the scene of a fatal acci-

dent, and driving with an alcohol blood
level of .22, more than twice the legal
limit.  She is facing manslaughter charges,
and could spend the rest of her life in
prison. Cook was recently elected bishop
this past September, but this was not the
first time she was charged with drunken
driving. She was pulled over once before
her election and the police officer noted
that she reeked of alcohol, had vomit down
the front of her blouse and there was a bot-
tle of wine, a container of hard liquor and
marijuana in the car. Her blood alcohol
content was .27. The tragedy in all this is
that many of those who elected her Bishop,
were unaware of this previous DUI. 

In my prayers, I pray for all involved in
this situation, including the Palermo and
Cook families. Addiction is a cruel disease,
and while Cook’s addiction crossed a
severe threshold, we nonetheless are also
subject to the addictive and often corrosive
patterns of our behaviors. I am not naïve
enough to believe that one day the church
will be free of corruption, but my sincere
prayer is that we might have the eyes to see
God’s grace in the midst of human fallibil-
ity.

No sermon, newsletter article, or pay-
out will change the sad news that has come
out of Maryland. My hope is that in the
midst of this, we will not immediately rush
to judgment, but rather pray and intercede
for those most hurt by our church.  

If anything, corruption reminds us that
the church is a human institution, and
therefore prone to hubris, arrogance, and
greed. We do our best, and it is only by
God’s grace that, in spite of ourselves, we
nonetheless remain a church. Please know
this article is not some sort of preface
before revealing a skeleton in my closet
(okay, I am a fan of Tom Jones, and even
saw him once in Las Vegas, but that’s all
you’re going to get!). Rather, I write this to
remind us that as Christians, our task is not
to judge, but to pray. Our sincere prayers
will always guide our actions in the right
direction.  

As Episcopalians, we do not practice
private confession. However, there is a rite
for individual confession in the prayer
book entitled “The Reconciliation of a
Penitent.” It prescribes the setting for a
confessor to privately confess their sins to
a priest. After receiving absolution, the
priest concludes the service with these
words: “Abide in peace, and pray for me, a
sinner.” The power of that conclusion is
that it drives home the point that all of us
as members of Christ’s church are equally
subject to sin and brokenness. And that is
the grace, because we need each other. We
need each other’s prayers. I hold you in my
prayers. Will you, in turn, pray for me, a
sinner?

With love,

St. Andrew's parish is known for,
among other things, its loving heart

for outreach. Every time the deacon has
brought a need to your attention, you have
responded generously. I pray you will con-
tinue to show gratitude for abundance and
love for neighbors in need and that some
more of you will join me in taking a larger
leap of faith to build relationships with
those with whom we have been sharing.
One opportunity will be serving breakfast

to parishioners of Lord of the Streets
Church. You will see more about this very
soon. Another opportunity is to work with
the Common Mission Team (CMT) to step
into the street to look at underlying causes
for the disparity in abundance/deficit and,
as God's people, seek appropriate social
justice. 

One event in which the CMT will build
community relationships and collaborate
with neighboring congregations will take

place on March 15. Beginning at 7:30 am,
we will have a presence on the esplanade in
front of the church to bless the soles of run-
ner and walkers who come by every
Sunday. If you would like to be a part of
this reaching out, please contact any CMT
member or me. The team includes Steve
and Catherine Runner, Thad Pugh and
Megan Parks

The Newcomers Committee invites
everyone to the St Andrew’s Parish

Meet & Greet on February 15, following
the 10:30 am service. Please join us at St
Andrew’s House, next door to the church,
for drinks and snacks so that we can all get
to know one another better. The door is
open wide for visitors, newcomers and the
entire congregation. Don’t miss this!

Bring your appetite as we welcome
Lent at our traditional Shrove

Tuesday pancake (and spaghetti) supper on
Tuesday, February 17 at 6:30 pm in the
Parish Hall. With food provided by the
Men’s Group, this is a great Fat Tuesday
celebration for the whole family. If you’d
like to assist with set-up, clean-up or food
service, please contact our Events Chair
Sarrah Moseley at smose@sbcglobal.net

Ash Wednesday will be observed
February 18 with services at noon

and 6:30 pm. Imposition of Ashes will be
followed by Holy Eucharist at each serv-
ice. Please join us for the sacred beginning
of the holy season of Lent.

MEET & GREET FEBRUARY 15 ENJOY SHROVE TUESDAY
SUPPER FEBRUARY 17

OBSERVE ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 18



JOIN THE QUILTERS!

The St. Andrew’s Quilting Guild meets
every Tuesday and Friday at 9:30 am

in the quilting room behind the Parish Hall.
If anyone would like to join us, we would
like to have you. You don’t have to know
how to quilt. We have people who crochet
and do other types of crafting, so all are wel-
come to come and join us.

We would like to remind everyone all the

money we make is contributed to the church.
So if you would like quilted throws, baby
gifts or small items like aprons, potholders or
gifts for special occasions and quilts, we’ll
be happy to help. Just talk to us if you have
something special.

We also enjoy having friends come by if
you are in the area. Join us for coffee, snacks
and wonderful conversation.

Senior Warden
Kevin Robertson

281-960-9358 
kevin.robertson@me.com 

Junior Warden
Jerry Gallagher
281-501-2294 

jcg0151@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care
Bob DeCesare
646.644.2433 

bobdec2003@yahoo.com 
Stewardship
Elspeth Hixon
512-466-6744 

elspeth.hixon@gmail.com 
Communications

Anne Jones 
281-433-0095 

aemandola@gmail.com 
Communications
Richard Molinaro

713-412-5532 
typeknerd@gmail.com 

Parish Events
Sarrah Moseley 
281-384-2981

smose@sbcglobal.net 
Newcomers

Lisa Mustacchia
713-369-0226 

lisa.mustacchia@ihs.com
Newcomers
Mary Rennie
281-851-9762 

maryrennie@sbcglobal.net
Facilities
Ben Parks

713-614-8320 
benparks@gmail.com 

Fundraising
Brianne Richardson

281-723-3229 
briwat06@gmail.com 

Fundraising 
Steve Runner
713-253-6806 

steven.s.runner@exxonmobil.com

2015 VestryDONATE ALTAR FLOWERS

Sponsoring altar flowers is a wonderful
way to honor loved ones, commemo-

rate a special occasion or simply give back to
the glory of God. To see which Sundays are
available in 2015, check the Altar Flower
calendar on the bulletin board in the rear
entry hall. After the flowers adorn the church
during Sunday services, the arrangements
are moved to the chapel and St. Andrew’s
House to be enjoyed for the remainder of the
week. 

Giving flowers is simple:

• Sign up on the calendar for a specific
week(s)

• Drop your $80 check in the alms basin or
mail to the church office (specify altar
flowers on your check)

If you have questions, please contact
Elizabeth McCormick at 832-661-7300 or
eamack@sbcglobal.net.

Stay In Touch!

To receive the latest news and
information about happenings at

St. Andrew’s:
• Let us know if your contact informa-

tion (address, email, phone number)
has changed.

• Share your email address with us to
receive event reminders and sched-
ule changes. If you’re not getting St.
Andrew’s weekly email messages,
we do not have your email address.
Contact Trish Mehrkam at

trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596 with changes to your informa-
tion.

Tag, You’re It!
We’ve all had those frustrating and

embarrassing times when we can’t
recall someone’s name. To avoid this
uncomfortable situation, wear your
name tag when attending a service or
event at St. Andrew’s. It’s that simple!
Wearing a name tag helps newcomers
and long-time members alike! To
request a new or replacement tag, con-
tact Trish Mehrkam at
trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596. 

Share Your News!
Let us know If you have news relat-

ed to St. Andrew’s and our parishioners.
Contact Laurie Hardwick at lau-
riewh@earthlink.net or Trish Mehrkam
at 713-861-5596 if you have informa-
tion you think may be appropriate for a
future issue of The Voice.

PLEASE HELP US….

In Memoriam
Georgia Mae Gilpin

December 26, 1915 – December 30, 2014

Grover Haynes
September 30, 1931 – December 27, 2014



Service & Ministry at St. Andrew’s

There are many great ways to give to
others by sharing your time and tal-

ents with the St. Andrew’s community.
Volunteers are always needed and wel-
come! Training and direction is provided

for all jobs, and in most cases, you will
work with a partner or team - so serving is
a wonderful way to build and enhance con-
nections.

There is no prior experience or special

skills required - just a willingness to work
with others in the service of God. Please
take a look at the opportunities listed
below and find one that speaks to you.

SHARE YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Alms Counter
Work with partner

1 Sunday per month

• Count weekly donations
• Use calculator & copier
• Complete simple report
• Make bank deposit

Mary Rennie
maryrennie@sbcglobal.net

281-371-8124

Altar Guild Member
Work with team

1 week per month

• Maintain vestments and altar ware
• Prepare altar for Sundays and 

any special services

Rebecca Robertson
beccazicka@mac.com

281-782-6229

Choir Member
Work with group at Sunday 

and Special Services

• Lead congregation in music
• Participate in weekly rehearsals

Henry Washington
sing2livefree@yahoo.com

713-861-5596

Christian Education Leader
Lead lessons & activities 

• Work with parish youth
• Use prepared/planned materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Lisas Puccio
lpuccio@saecheights.org

713-861-5596

Holy Folder
Work with group 

2 hours per month

• Fold church newsletter
• Apply mailing labels

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952

Liturgical Server
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve as a reader or intercessor (not
required to robe)

• Assist at altar as acolyte or Lay
Eucharist Minister (LEM)

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358

Nursery Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Care for infants and toddlers
• Assist Nursery Attendant
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952

Usher/Greeter
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am
• Distribute Service Bulletins
• Greet and direct visitors and parish-

ioners
• Assist in service

Diana Burton
garydiana@att.net

713-466-0205

Service Opportunity Duties/Requirements Contact

USHERS WANTED FOR 8:30 SERVICE

While we always welcome new-
comers to our usher ministry, we

are especially in need of a few additional
folks to serve at our 8:30 am service on

Sunday. If you already attend this service,
ushering is a wonderful and easy way to
share your time and talents. Ushers are
asked to arrive 15 minutes prior to service

time and typically serve one Sunday per
month. If interested, please contact Diana
Burton at garydiana@att.net or speak with
her on Sunday morning. 

COMMUNION AVAILABLE TO GO

If you are unable to get to church
because of health or mobility issues

and would like to share Eucharist with

your parish family, please notify Dorothy
Yannuzzi at djyannuzzi@comcast.net or
call the church office at 713-861-5596 by

Friday. We have trained Lay Eucharistic
Visitors who are ready and able to bring
our Holy Banquet to you. 



Education News at St. Andrew’s

Calling all Junior and Senior High
students to St. Andrew’s House on

Sundays for donuts, conversation, and
good company. A team of four mentors will
walk with you as you explore your spiritu-

al and religious beliefs. If you and your
parents agree, our time together will also
prepare you for confirmation, following
the Confirm, not Conform curriculum. Got
questions? Contact Biz Loeschman at

ecloeschman@gmail.com or phone/text
713.305.4053 We’ll see you on Sundays,
9:30 – 10:30 AM at St. Andrew's House,
next door to the church.

Rev. Jimmy Grace is leading adult
classes at 9:30 am on Sundays in

the Parish Hall:
“The Nicene Creed: What

Christians Believe and 
Why it Matters”

In worship we say together the words
of the Nicene Creed. But where did this
creed come from, and why do we say it?

Join us as we explore the history and mean-
ing of the Nicene Creed.
• February 1: God the Son
• February 15: God the Holy Spirit

Exploring the Road
Sunday mornings in Lent at 9:30 am in

the Parish Hall, all are invited to for theo-
logical reflection on Cormac McCarthy’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, The Road.
Brief excerpts from the film adaption will

juxtapose our conversation as we consider
a story of compelling beauty in which a
father and son discover hope in a world
that seemingly has none.
• February 22: The Road: M o r a l i t y,

Tradition, and Hope
• March 1: The Father: God in the Midst

of Ashes
• March 15: The Son: The Word of God
• March 22: The Coast: Love’s Embrace

JR & SR HIGH YOUTH: WE GOT YOUR DONUTS!

Divided into two groups, the kinder-
garten – 3rd grade class meets in

the Godly Play room, and the 4th-5th grade
class meets in the youth room. All classes
will meet Sunday mornings, from 9:30 –

10:30 AM. If you have any questions,
please contact Lisa Puccio at
l p u c c i o @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg or 713-861-
5596.

Sunday School classes for pre-K

through 2nd grade, 3rd through 5th grade
and youth meet from 9:30-10:20 on
Sunday mornings. At least four teachers for
each class ensures that no one feels over-
whelmed by the commitment.

ELEMENTARY YOUTH INVITED TO CLASS

ADULTS INVITED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL

WILL YOU WHO WITNESS…
By Lisa Puccio, Coordinator for Special Needs and Family Formation

After all have been presented, the
Celebrant addresses the congrega-

tion, saying “Will you who witness these
vows do all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?” BCP Holy
Baptism

Have you ever replied  “We will.”? The
witnessing and participation in the service
of Holy Baptism is one of the most joyous
and serious responsibilities we have as
Christians. It is our promise to one another
that we will do all in our power to support
one another. The first step in that support is
welcome, creating an environment where
children and their parents are full members

of the community. I can feel that welcome
here at St. Andrew’s and it is a privilege
for me to come and be a part of your
church community.

Part of my job is “family formation,”
and there is a reason that this title isn’t
“children’s minister” or “director of educa-
tion.” The focus of my work won’t be only
children and I’m not planning to direct
anyone. I hope to help coordinate ways for
all of us to live into our baptismal
covenant of supporting one another as
Christians on a journey together. A congre-
gation that welcomes families with chil-
dren is a sign of a community filled with

hope and joy.
Each of us has unique gifts to share and

different talents for service. It is my hope
that some of you may have an interest in
exploring your gifts for teaching and men-
toring. There is no requirement to be a
Biblical scholar, a seasoned teacher, or
even a parent. The only requirements are
an open mind and a happy heart. The
growing St. Andrew’s Sunday School pro-
gram needs people to share their experi-
ence you, so call me and let’s visit about
where you fit in—connect with me at lpuc-
c i o @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg or call the church
office at 713-861-5596.

DINE WITH “THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS” IN LENT

The Seven Deadly Sins, while not
specifically Biblical, have garnered

the imagination of Christians, and non-
Christians alike. What are the seven dead-
ly sins, where did they come from, and
what implications do they have for us

today?  Join Rev. Grace and other clergy
Wednesday evenings in Lent for a series
exploring the seven deadly sins and their
counterparts. The evening begins with din-
ner and 6:30 pm. All are welcome.

• February 25: Lust and Gluttony
• March 4: Greed
• March 11: Sloth and Wrath 
• March 18: Envy
• March 25: Pride

NEHEMIAH MIDDLE SCHOOL VISITS SAES

In December St. Andrew’s Epsicopal
School partnered with 11 eighth

graders from Nehemiah Middle School as
a Community Service Project. The students
joined us for chapel and met with Jimmy
for a brief history of the church as well as

a general understanding of some of the
Episcopal traditions. These students have
grown up with the stressors of poverty and
thanks to the Nehemiah outreach program,
they are able to experience the blessings of
a good middle school education that will

allow them to go to a college preparatory
high school.  It was a good experience for
our toddlers as well as the “big” eighth
graders.  



Outreach at St. Andrew’s
HOSTS NEEDED FOR VISITING MUSICIANS

ALL ABOARD MEAL TRAIN MINISTRY!

"You fed me when I was hungry." Christ let us know that
feeding one another was at or near the top of his list of how

we are to love our neighbor. If you would like to help provide a
meal to a parishioner who is experiencing some difficulty, here is
your chance. Perhaps he or she is ill, recovering from surgery, has
a death or new baby in the family. Whatever the need, Martha
Gallagher and the Meal Train can extend love with food. It can be
take-out or homemade. Contact Martha Gallagher at 281-501-
2294 or mgg0413@gmail.com if you are interested in participat-
ing in this ministry. For more information on how the Meal Train
is organized, go to www.MealTrain.com.

The Oak Table Lobby has become a
Giving Depot to receive different

items we no longer use or items we share
from our abundance. For every gift, some-
one is needed to prepare and/or deliver col-
lected items to their intended destination.
Before you discard anything you think
another might use, please check with
Deacon Portia about sharing with a neigh-
bor. Look at some of the possibilities!

• Clothing for Lord of the Stre e t s :
Please donate clean, folded, gently
used clothes for men, women, and chil-
dren. Also, used eye glasses are need-
ed. When the baskets are full, clothing
is taken to LOTS near Tr i n i t y

Episcopal Church.
• Used Batteries: Used batteries may be

placed in the designated bucket and
Don Chevalier will take these to
Batteries Plus for recycling.

• Adult Diapers: Collected in collabora-
tion with Heights Church of Christ for
their ministry to underserved elders.
These are usually picked up by one of
their congregants.

• Food: Non-perishable food items are
collected in the blue cart and delivered
to Heights Interfaith Ministry Food
Pantry by Cort Peavy and sons. The
pantry serves people in the three ZIP
codes nearest St. A n d r e w ' s .
Parishioners serve at this pantry on the

fourth Saturday each month.
• Personal Hygiene Items: Travel size

items are collected in collaboration
with Heights Christian Church (HCC)
for their ministry to our neighbors on
the streets. In turn, HCC parishioners
provide a number of sack lunches for
us to distribute.

• Winter Hats: Yarn and instructions for
knitting and crocheting are provided in
a basket for your taking, if you knit or
crochet. This is a good thing to do on
winter evenings while you watch TV or
a movie. Hats are returned to the Oak
Table Lobby, then taken to the office
for distribution along with sack lunch-
es.

TURN “TRASH” INTO TREASURE

Volunteers from St. Andrew’s serve on the fourth Saturday
of most months at the Heights Intefaith Ministries Food

Pantry, 3523 Beauchamp, and all hands are welcome. The group
works from 9:30 am to around noon and assists with sorting and
shelving donations, and assisting clients in selecting items from
the pantry. There are jobs for all ages and abilities, and this is a
wonderful way to help our neighbors in need. 

SERVE AT THE FOOD PANTRY FEBRUARY 28

On Tuesday, February 24, the sym-
phonic band of Augustana College

will perform a concert at Zion Lutheran
Church as part of their winter tour. After
the concert, these college students will

need overnight accommodations. Hosts
may attend the concert and are asked to
take students home after the concert, pro-
vide breakfast the next morning and bring
students back to church after breakfast.

Zion Lutheran is located at 3603
Beauchamp. If you can host 2 or 4 students
in your home, please contact Pastor Tracey
Braeshears Schultz at r e v t r a c e y @ g m a i l . c o m
or the church office at 713-869-1493.

Category November
Collected

% of Budget YTD Collected % of Budget

$23,671.00
$9,198.00

$915.00
$33,784.00

115.9%
441.6%
156.9%
146.4%

$249,303.00
$82,630.00
$12,357.00

$344,290.00

103.9%
330.5%
176.5%
126.6%

Pledge Payments
Non-Pledge Payments
Loose Currency
Total Plate

TREASURER’S SNAPSHOT
Through December 2014 

KEEP FILLING OUR LUNCHES

We need items to fill more than 300
sack lunches each month—look

for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board
in the rear entry hall. Once your items are
placed in the Parish Hall kitchen, please

put a check mark by your name to let us
know your items have been delivered.
Items for sack lunches are due by the first
Sunday each month. Monetary donations
are also welcome—simply write sack

lunches in the memo line of your check
and place in the collection plate on
Sunday. Thanks for your continued sup-
port! 

Thanks for all of you making our Stewardship Campaign a success this year. We are
entering 2015 with 112 pledges totaling $433,295.00.



UTO is a national church program of
funding mission work throughout

the world. It began with the Episcopal
Church Women and has provided assis-
tance to missionaries and projects both at
home and abroad for many years. Money
comes from the pennies, nickels and dimes
individuals place in blue boxes as they give

thanks for a myriad of blessings through-
out the week. On Sunday, February 15, we
will observe “BLUE SUNDAY”. 

After each of the morning worship
services, our UTO leaders John Ibanez,
Laura Beyers and Elspeth Hixon will make
a brief presentation in the Parish Hall to
explain the UTO program and distribute

blue boxes. It is the goal for every person
in the parish or every family to have a blue
box – and to USE IT. On Sunday, May 31
we will gather all the thank offerings, bless
them on our altar and send them on to be
combined with offerings from all over the
church.

GET YOUR UTO BLUE BOX FEBRUARY 15

If your call to service is of a more con-
templative nature, perhaps you would

like to become a part of the team which
writes the weekly Prayers of the People for

the 10:30 am service. Coaching is available
and we who participate find this a way to
draw nearer to the Holy One as we pray
and write on behalf of others. Contact

Deacon Portia if you are interested at
Portia.sweet@saecheights.org. 

PRAYER WRITERS NEEDED

Diocesan Council organizers need
volunteers for the 166th Diocesan

Council to be held at the Marriott
Waterway, The Woodlands February 6 & 7.
Volunteers will come from across the

Diocese to serve at the Council, unlike pre-
vious years in which a host parish provid-
ed the volunteers. There will be plenty of
opportunities for volunteer participation:
s t a ffing registration tables, serving as

friendly hosts/guides and pages, setting up
signs, and providing general assistance.
For more information, contact Volunteer
Coordinator Susan Duif at suduif@sbc-
global.net 

VOLUNTEER AT COUNCIL MEETING

UPDATE YOUR INFO

Our effort to update our parish
records continues—and we want to

hear from you. If you have not yet returned
the Family Information Form that was
included in last month’s issue, please pick

one up at church or access our online form
at www. s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg / p a r i s h - i n f o r m a-
tion-form/ You can also contact our mem-
bership secretary Deidre Grawl at
d e i d r e . g r a w l @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg to receive

an electronic version. Your cooperation in
completing and returning your Family
Information Form will be greatly appreci-
ated.

Baptized
January 11, 2014

Jordan Claire Gallagher

Daughter of James and Nicole Gallagher

Be thoughtful, be reverent, be silent;
For this is the House of God.

Before the service, speak to the Lord
During the service, let the Lord speak to you;

After the service, speak to one another.

You can give a little to St. Andrew’s
when you buy groceries with the

Kroger Community Rewards program.
This program donates a percentage of pur-
chases made by Kroger shoppers to the
charitable organization of their choice—
and many of you chose St. A n d r e w ’s
Episcopal Church! This program requires
re-enrollment each year, and it’s time to

confirm your program participation for
2014-2015. This year, enrollment will be
handled online, so it’s simple and easy!

You can enroll at www.krogercommu-
nityrewards.com using 83715, which is our
organization number. You must have a reg-
istered Kroger Plus card account to link to
St. Andrew’s. Once you’ve logged on, sim-
ply follow the instructions to link your

account to St. Andrew’s. If you do not have
a Kroger Plus card, you can sign up at your
local store or online. And if you do not
have computer access, but would like to
participate, please contact Chris Barker at
713-868-3952 for assistance. Help us earn
more by signing up!

SUPPORT ST. ANDREW’S WHILE YOU SHOP

EXPLORE ABUNDANT LIVING AT CAMP ALLEN

Are you over 60? Feel like 60? Care
for the over 60? Join fellow sen-

iors, families and caregivers for three days
at Camp Allen exploring aging as a spiritu-

al journey. Learn from geriatricians, enjoy
nature walks, cooking, canoeing, art, song
fests and more! March 16-18. Early Bird
discount tuition if registered by Feb. 16.

Register at www.campallen.org or at 936-
825-7175. 


