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We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, 
nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.

SHARE A SUMMER TREAT JULY 6
We’ll celebrate the first real sum-

mer weekend at our Ice Cream 
Social, Sunday, July 6, immediately fol-
lowing the 10:30 am service. 

We promise to provide the ice cream and
plenty of toppings. All you need to bring is
your appetite!

OVER 50? ENJOY SOME SUMMER FUN

The 50+ Group is a wonderful way to
spend time with fellow parishioners

as you explore Houston and the surround-
ing area. Simply get on the bus and join the

fun! The groups has several outings
planned this summer, so mark your calen-
dars and let Addie Smith, trip coordinator,
know if you plan to attend at 713-304-
6449.

• July 16 – Saint Francis Wolf Sanctuary,
Montgomery, Texas

• August 13 – Cruise & Lunch on Lake
Conroe

WHAT DID HE SAY?!

THE LINEN GUILD NEEDS YOU!

If you happen to miss one of Rev.
Grace’s Sunday sermons or just want to
make sure he really did say what you

thought he said, you can catch an instant
replay on our website at
w w w. s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg/sermons/ Sermons

are typically uploaded the Monday follow-
ing each Sunday (no spoiler alerts
required)—check them out!

VENDORS WANTED FOR AUTUMN BAZAAR
Registration for the Autumn Bazaar at

St. Andrew’s on November 1 is now open.
This event is a day of great shopping, fea-
turing more than 50 vendors just in time for
the holiday gift-giving season. We wel-
come artists, crafters, gourmet food pur-

veyors and anyone with specialty or hand-
crafted wares to sell. Booth fees are $55
until September 15—rates then increase to
$70, so the early birds get the bargain! The
bazaar runs from 10 am to 4 pm and is
always a great day for vendors and shop-

pers alike. For more details including
access to online registration, visit
www.saecheights.org and click the link for
more information on the home page.

Would you have time once a month
to do a little extra laundry and

support St. Andrew’s? Do you prefer a
ministry you can do on your own sched-
ule?  Is it sometimes difficult for you to
meet up with others for service ministries
due to your unique situation?  If the answer
is yes to any of these, perhaps the Linen
Guild would be a ministry where you can
share your gifts. 

This new ministry, which is a subset of
the Altar Guild, is looking for dedicated
women and men and will include training.

Little to no previous experience is
required. The Linen Guild is the part of the
Altar Guild that launders and maintains the
linens used during Eucharist. Linen Guild
members will serve on a rotating schedule,
serving no more than one Sunday per
month. Linen Guild members take the
used linens home after the Eucharist and
launder and iron them, returning them to
the church the following week for use dur-
ing the Eucharist. Linen Guild member-
ship does not require Altar Guild member-
ship, though we’re also looking for new

Altar Guild members. And, of course Altar
Guild members are welcome to join Linen
Guild, if interested.

The Altar Guild members are behind-
the-scenes service assistants, committed to
the ministry of preparing the church for
worship services, which are the heart of
our parish life. If you are interested in join-
ing Linen Guild or Altar Guild, please con-
tact Rebecca Robertson at rebecca.robert-
son@me.com or 281.782.6229.

St. Andrew’s adults of all ages are
invited for a fun and filling night out

on We d n e s d a y, July 30 at 7 pm at
Teotihuacan Mexican Cafe, 1511 Airline.

For those who have not tried Teotihucan,
they feature “Classic Mexican Food” -
delicious and not to be missed, and they
can accommodate separate checks. So

enjoy a hot summer night without heating
up your kitchen! For questions, contact
Chris Barker at 713-851-1168 or
chris.barker@saecheights.org or call 

LET SOME ELSE COOK JULY 30!



The Prayers of the People offered dur-
ing the 10:30 am service each Sunday are
prepared by a small group of prayer writers

who rotate this responsibility. Additional
writers would be welcome. If you would
like to participate in this ministry, please

contact Deacon Portia. Instruction, coach-
ing, and support are all part of the ministry.

DEACON’S DIALOGUE
By Deacon Portia Sweet

FOR THE FUTURE
by Rector Jimmy Grace

It’s hard to believe, but I have been
with you all for just over three

months now (though for some it might
seem much longer!). While ninety days is
not a very long time, it has been long
enough for me to hear from many of you
regarding your hopes and your dreams for
St. Andrew’s.

The vestry last month met for its annu-
al planning meeting in which the calendar
events of the upcoming year were dis-
cussed. At this meeting, I shared with the
vestry some reflections of mine after being
with you all for these past few months. 

Much of what I shared with them cen-
tered on our plans for the future regarding
Christian formation, specifically for chil-
dren. One catalyst for this was an interest-
ing statistic I received from the Diocese a
few weeks ago. In spreadsheet form, the
Diocese keeps track of the number of
actively participating Sunday School chil-
dren at each parish. 

When I looked at this sheet given to me
by the Diocese, I noticed that in 2003, there
were approximately 70 participating chil-
dren in Sunday School at St. Andrew’s.
Now that number is likely a bit high, but in
conversations with many of you, that num-
ber at least seems to be in the ballpark. Ten
years later, in 2013, that number had
dropped to 7. T h a t ’s a ninety percent
decrease!

It was also very clear to me when read-
ing through the excellent parish profile you
all created that incorporating children and
their families into St. Andrew’s was of
paramount importance for the ongoing
health of our parish. It is for these two rea-
sons (overall attendance decline in Sunday
School and the desire to reach out to young
families) that I shared with the vestry my
intent to have a fulltime Director of
Children’s Ministries in place by January
of 2015.   

My goal is for this new person to have

two main responsibilities. First, this person
will oversee the restart of our Godly Play
curriculum for Sunday School, as well as
provide opportunities for those interested
in serving as teachers to be instructed in
Godly Play. Secondly, this person will also
work with me in setting up a new service
for families of children with special needs
that ultimately will occur weekly at St.
Andrew’s.  

I hope you agree that this is the next
great step our parish needs to take. In the
coming months I look forward to hearing
your input and sharing with you my vision
for all of the opportunities we have at St.
Andrew’s to serve God and our communi-
t y. In the meantime, please keep St.
Andrew’s and our work of ministry in your
prayers.  I truly believe our future is bright! 

With love,

Jimmy

ATTENTION: USHERS/GREETERS, ALMS COUNTERS, ALTAR SERVERS

Summer is here and many of our vol-
unteers will be taking much needed

vacations. While we hope you have a won-
derful time, please remember that is is
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find a
replacement if you are assigned to a volun-

teer duty at St. Andrew's and are unable to
serve. 

Please look ahead and let our ministry
coordinators know of any upcoming travel
plans, so that they may make adjustments
to accommodate your schedule. And if

your plans change, please reach out to oth-
ers that serve in your ministry and arrange
for your replacement. Thanks so much for
your service and cooperation!

I offer heartfelt thanks for the many
expressions of caring and condolence

from you these past weeks. My father, Kirk
Suddreath, lived long and, by his summa-
tion, a good life. He was a smart, moral,
kind and industrious gentleman and he is
greatly missed by his family and friends.

Just as the outdoor temperature is heat-
ing up, so is the Parish Outreach Activity.
Collaboration with Houston A r e a
Community Services (HACS) continues
with their health van stopping out front
once a month to offer services to lunch
recipients. They are also counting on us to
help them furnish living space for 135 for-
merly homeless persons. HIM Food Pantry
celebrates five years on July 26 with a big
event at the pavilion, which will include

lots of food giveaways, music, and fellow-
ship. The knitting elves have been busy
changing skeins of yarn into winter caps so
we will be prepared when those temps
decide to drop again. The sack lunch com-
mittee is faithfully providing lunches and
could use more donors. (See the sign-up
sheets in the rear hallway.).  

Another means of outreach is emerging
in the parish called Common Mission. The
Bishop has asked the deacons to introduce
parishes to different ways of being church
outside the church buildings. Here at St.
A n d r e w ’s a small core team has met,
received initial training, and is hosting an
event on July 16 to learn more about the
heart of both new and longtime members.
From this we may discern ways and means

to carry out our Christian Commission to
be as Christ in all the world – with focus on
the real needs of the place in which we are
presently planted. This is exciting stuff,
and I am excited to bring this to a parish
community that is so obviously on fire.
Check out the invitation in this issue and
let the team know if you are interested in
participating.

H e r e ’s hoping your summer weeks
include some time for counting blades of
grass and stars in the sky, mercies as you
may travel, cool drinks and warm-hearted
friends.

Portia Sweet, Deacon

WORK THE LOT ON WHITE LINEN NIGHT

The Heights’ annual White Linen
Night is scheduled for Saturday,

August 2 and St. Andrew’s will once again
offer parking to those attending. This is a
great fundraiser for the parish—consistent-
ly generating close to $1,000 with only a

few hours work. Volunteers will be needed
to work the lot from 4 pm to around 8 pm
that evening. The more people we have, the
less time each of us will need to work. This
is easy duty—bring a lawn chair and some
cool drinks and give an hour or two of your

time. Todd Saha will provide sign-up
sheets—look for those around the church
in the weeks to come or contact Todd at
tsaha39@msn.com or 713-299-7502 if
you’d like to help.

SHARE YOUR PRAYERS WITH OTHERS



JOIN THE QUILTERS!

The St. A n d r e w ’s Quilting Guild
meets every Tuesday and Friday

and the third Saturday of the month at 9:30
am in the quilting room behind the Parish
Hall. If anyone would like to join us, we
would like to have you. You don’t have to
know how to quilt. We have people who
crochet and do other types of crafting, so
all are welcome to come and join us.

We would like to remind everyone all

the money we make is contributed to the
church. So if you would like quilted
throws, baby gifts or small items like
aprons, potholders or gifts for special occa-
sions and quilts, we’ll be happy to help.
Just talk to us if you have something spe-
cial.

We also enjoy having friends come by
if you are in the area. Join us for coffee,
snacks and wonderful conversation.

Senior Warden
Greg Caudell
713-501-2757

greg@caudellcpa.com
Junior Warden
Sarrah Moseley
281-384-2981

smose@sbcglobal.net
Facilities

Bob DeCesare
bobdec2003@yahoo.com

646-644-2433
Treasurer

Chris Barker
713-868-3952

c h r i s . b a r k e r @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg
Clerk

Priscilla Burroughs
713-213-3199

pburroughs@bythewaters.com
Education

Kevin Robertson
281-960-9358

kevin.robertson@me.com
School

Liz Dennis
713-826-9765

edennis@stcl.edu
Stewardship /Annual Drive &

Continuing Education
Margaret Kroehler

512-740-7608
margaret.kroehler@gmail.com

Jerry Gallagher
jcg0151@gmail.com

281-501-2294
Finance &

Stewardship/Fundraising
Todd Saha

713-299-7502
tsaha39@msn.com 

Evangelism/Communication
Richard Molinaro

713-412-5532
typeknerd@gmail.com

Anne Jones
aemandola@gmail.com

281-433-0095
Evangelism/Newcomers

Ben Parks
benparks@gmail.com

713-614-8320
Hospitality

Laurie Hardwick
lauriewh@earthlink.net

713-956-2474

2014 VestryDONATE ALTAR FLOWERS

Throughout the year, sponsoring altar
flowers is a wonderful way to honor

loved ones, commemorate a special occa-
sion or simply give back to the glory of
God. There are still a number of Sundays
available for sponsorship on the A l t a r
Flower calendar, located on the bulletin
board in the rear entry hall. After the flow-
ers adorn the church during Sunday servic-
es, the two vases are moved to the chapel
and St. Andrew’s House to be enjoyed for

the remainder of the week. 
Giving flowers is so easy:

• Sign up on the calendar for a specific
week(s)

• Drop your $80 check in the alms basin
or mail to the church office (specify
altar flowers on your check)
If you have questions, please contact

Elizabeth McCormick at 832-661-7300 or
eamack@sbcglobal.net.

Stay In Touch!

To receive the latest news and
information about happenings at

St. Andrew’s:

• Let us know if your contact informa-
tion (address, email, phone number)
has changed.

• Share your email address with us to
receive event reminders and schedule
changes. If you’re not getting St.
A n d r e w ’s weekly email messages,
we do not have your email address.
Contact Trish Mehrkam at

trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596 with changes to your informa-
tion.

Tag, You’re It!
We’ve all had those frustrating and

embarrassing times when we can’t recall
someone’s name. To avoid this uncom-
fortable situation, wear your name tag
when attending a service or event at St.
Andrew’s. It’s that simple! Wearing a
name tag helps newcomers and long-
time members alike! To request a new or
replacement tag, contact Trish Mehrkam
at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or
713-861-5596. 

Share Your News!
Let us know If you have news related

to St. Andrew’s and our parishioners.
Contact Laurie Hardwick at
lauriewh@earthlink.net or Tr i s h
Mehrkam at 713-861-5596 if you have
information you think may be appropri-
ate for a future issue of The Voice.

PLEASE HELP US….

COMMON MISSION INVITES YOU TO LEARN MORE!
To: All Parishioners—new 

and long standing
From: The Common Mission 

Core Leadership Team
What: Ice cream Social in the 

Parish Hall
When: Wednesday, July 16, 7-9 PM

You are invited to join us as we get to
know our fellow parishioners better. Who
has interests similar to yours? What min-
istries, projects, and community activities
do you share or wish to initiate? There will

be fun, fellowship and yes, Ice cream!! 
You may finally find out who that per-

son two rows up and one aisle over on
Sundays really is and what they do on
Mondays.

Child Care will be available. Contact
Steve Runner  at ssrunner@hotmail.com to
reserve your child’s place. Questions?
Please address them to one of the follow-
ing: Steve & Catherine Runner, Elaine
M a s s e y, Megan Parks, Deacon Portia
Sweet.

TAIZE ON VACATION UNTIL AUGUST

Because first Friday in July happens
to be Independence Day, we will

not hold our monthly Taize service. We will

resume our regular schedule—first Friday
at 6:30 pm—on Friday, August 1. Hope to
see you then!



Service & Ministry at St. Andrew’s

There are many great ways to give to
others by sharing your time and tal-

ents with the St. Andrew’s community.
Volunteers are always needed and wel-
come! Training and direction is provided

for all jobs, and in most cases, you will
work with a partner or team - so serving is
a wonderful way to build and enhance con-
nections.

There is no prior experience or special

skills required - just a willingness to work
with others in the service of God. Please
take a look at the opportunities listed
below and find one that speaks to you.

SHARE YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Alms Counter
Work with partner

1 Sunday per month

• County weekly donations
• Use calculator & copier
• Complete simple report
• Make bank deposit

Mary Rennie
maryrennie@sbcglobal.net

281-371-8124

Altar Guild Member
Work with team

1 week per month

• Maintain vestments and altar ware
• Prepare altar for Sundays and 

any special services

Rebecca Robertson
beccazicka@mac.com

281-782-6229

Choir Member
Work with group at Sunday 

and Special Services

• Lead congregation in music
• Participate in weekly rehearsals

Henry Washington
sing2livefree@yahoo.com

713-861-5596

Christian Education Leader
Lead lessons & activities 

• Work with parish youth
• Use prepared/planned materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358

Holy Folder
Work with group 

2 hours per month

• Fold church newsletter
• Apply mailing labels

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952

Liturgical Server
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve as a reader or intercessor (not
required to robe)

• Assist at altar as acolyte or Lay
Eucharist Minister (LEM)

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am

Pat Caver
patricia.e.caver@uth.tmc.edu

713-655-1121

Nursery Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Care for infants and toddlers
• Assist Nursery Attendant
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358
Usher/Greeter
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am
• Distribute Service Bulletins
• Greet and direct visitors and parish-

ioners
• Assist in service

John Stephenson
JStephenson@pfktexas.com

832-330-7824
Ben Parks

benparks@gmail.com
713-614-8320

Service Opportunity Duties/Requirements Contact

Category May
Collected

% of Budget YTD Collected % of Budget

$17,400.00
$3,110.00

$683.00
$21,194.00

85.2%
149.3%
117.2%
91.8%

$88,460.00
$11,240.00
$2,234.00

$125,015.00

115.4%
134.8%
159.8%
113.2%

Pledge Payments
Non-Pledge Payments
Loose Currency
Total Plate

TREASURERS SNAPSHOT
Through May 2014 

If you have not yet turned in your pledge card, or are new to our church and would like to make a pledge, please con-
tact Jerry Gallagher at jcg0151@gmail.com or Chris Barker at chris.barker@saecheights.org. 



Youth & School News at St. Andrew’s

The Diocese of Texas provides train-
ing to prevent harassment or abuse:

• Safeguarding God’s Children
Certification is required for clerg y,
employees, contractors and adult vol-
unteers who work in children’s min-
istries or schools. 

• Safeguarding God’s People
Certification is required for clerg y,
employees, vestry members, lay

Eucharistic visitors, and parish min-
istry leaders and facilitators. 
To adhere with Diocesan requirements

and equip the people of St. Andrew’s to
prevent harassment or abuse, a series of
trainings is planned next month:
• Safeguarding God’s People – August

19, 6 – 9 pm
• Safeguarding God’s Children - August

23, 9 am – Noon

• Safeguarding God’s Children - August
30, 2 – 5 pm
More details regarding these events

will be provided in the coming weeks. If
you are interested in signing up for one of
the training sessions, please contact Trish
Mehrkam at 713-861-5596. or
t r i s h . m e h r k a m @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg or 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING OFFERED IN AUGUST

Aplanning group recently met to
begin discussions about the future

of our Christian Formation program—with
a particular focus on programs for the
youth of our parish. We are looking for
new ideas—small and large—and would

like to have input and feedback from as
many of you as possible. We need people
who would like to brainstorm and help
paint a picture of the future of Christian
Formation at St. Andrew’s. If you have
thoughts, feelings or ideas you would like

to contribute, please contact Kevin
Robertson at kevin.robertson@mac.com or
281-960-9358. We want you to be includ-
ed!

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

SUMMER IN THE CITY!
By Nancy Simpson, Head of School

Summer time at St. Andrew’s school
continues the rich educational expe-

rience found in the regular school year.
With a theme of “Farm to Market”, chil-
dren will have unique experiences that will
help explain how things get from the grow-
ing fields to our table. In addition to Splash
Day every week, the classrooms will have
visits from a beekeeper, an urban gardener,
a petting zoo and, a cowboy (or cowgirl).
Our classroom teachers have clearly organ-
ized a very special summer. Please stop by
if you are in the neighborhood.  

There are a couple of faculty and staff
changes this summer that represent growth
in our school. Tuan Vu has moved from an
assistant teacher in the Toddler II class-
room to the role of teacher in the Early

Childhood classroom where she joins
Martha Pena as lead teacher. Michelle
Hlavenka has stepped into the position of
Director of Marketing and, Maryuri Duran
is keeping things in order in the role of
Business Manager.

St. A n d r e w ’s Episcopal School was
founded in 2001 as an outreach of St.
A n d r e w ’s Episcopal Church.  Both
Montessori philosophy and our Episcopal
heritage support the school’s values of
inclusivity, respect for each person, the
inquiring mind and, service to others.
Being a member of the Southwestern
Association of Episcopal Schools is an
honor and responsibility to uphold high
standards that support a learning environ-
ment for intellectual, spiritual, emotional,

and physical growth. St. Andrew’s is also a
Full Member of the American Montessori
Association. Parents interested in admis-
sion to the school may contact the main
o ffice at standrewsschool@saesinthe-
h e i g h t s . o rg or 713-861-2954. We hold
small group tours each month and accept
applications and enroll year-around. More
information about the school can be found
on-line at www.SAESintheHeights.org. 

Episcopal schools exist not merely to
educate, but to demonstrate and proclaim
the unique worth and beauty of all human
beings as creations of a loving, empower -
ing God.

~the National Association of
Episcopal Schools

Assistants are needed to help our
Nursery Attendant care for infants

and toddlers on Sunday mornings. The
nursery is fully equipped—all that you

need to do to help is take free Safeguarding
God’s Children training and give a few
hours each month. Assistants must be 18 or
older, and a love of children is a must! For

more information, contact Kevin
Robertson at kevin.robertston@mac.com
or 281-960-9358

NURSERY ASSISTANTS NEEDED

Vera Louise Langford

Daughter of Sarah & Christopher Langford

Contessa Annaliese Moore

Daughter of Lisa & Chris Moore

Caroline Brock Quarles

Daughter of Susan & William Quarles

William Cordell Robinson

Daugther of Angele & Drew Robinson

Baptized
June 8, 2014



Outreach at St. Andrew’s
GIVE TO OTHERS

Serve at the Food Pantry
• Join the team from St. Andrew’s at Heights Interfaith Ministries Food

Pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp, on the fourth Saturday of each
month.

• There are jobs for all ages and abilities, and we work from 9:30 am to
noon. 

• Join us at the Food Pantry. All are welcome!

Fill Our Sack Lunches

We distribute brown bag lunches to any person who feels the need to
have a meal—approximately 300 are given each month. You can help by:

• Donating items that include Vienna sausages, cheese crackers, apple-
sauce, chips, peanuts, plastic spoons, napkins and bottled water. Look
for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entrance hall.

• Contribute money to help purchase lunch items. Simply write “sack
lunches” on your check and drop it in the alms basin.

• Help us pack the lunches on the first Sunday of each month immediate-
ly following the 10:30 am service. 

At St. Andrew’s, there are many ways for you to share what
you have with those in need in our community. You can

give of your time, talent and treasure and make a real difference in
the lives of those around us. Here’s how you can help:

On Saturday, July 26, the Heights
Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry will be
five years old, and plans are in the making
for a big celebration. This is the fourth
Saturday, the regular day for St. Andrew’s
parishioners to volunteer at the pantry. It
would be wonderful if everyone who has
enjoyed serving at the pantry would plan to
help celebrate this remarkable community

outreach. Some of the planned activities
include having food and clothing available
for the taking and the Harbor Lights Men’s
Choir. Ward Birkett and Brian Harrison are
working with the planning committee for
this event. Please check with either of them
or the HIM pantry website at http://him-
foodpantry.org/ for updates on how you
can help.

Check Your Expiration Dates - Many
thanks to everyone who brings non-perish-
able food items to the church each month
for delivery to those served by the pantry.
Please check the expiration dates on the
items you bring. Unfortunately, many
items recently donated had to be discarded
because of expiration dates that were 2 and
3 years past.

CELEBRATE & SERVE AT THE FOOD PANTRY JULY 26

Sack lunches are packed on the first
Sunday of each month and distrib-

uted Monday-Friday from St. Andrew’s
House to anyone who rings the bell and
asks. The recently formed Boulevard
Alliance of Ministry determined that sever-
al churches in our area are providing sack
lunches, mainly to the same persons and
overlapping each other’s ministries. In an
effort to be better stewards AND better
serve the many needs of our neighbors, the

St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch Committee has
agreed to collaborate with other area
churches in this effort. Heights Christian
Church (HCC), who has also been provid-
ing lunches at their door, will now bring
their lunches to St. Andrew’s for distribu-
tion. 

HCC was also providing a small num-
ber of hygiene packets. They are now ask-
ing us to help with this effort by collecting
travel-size hygiene items, which they will

put together and distribute. These items
can be found at WalMart, Ta rg e t ,
Walgreen’s and the Dollar Store. Each item
costs about $1.00. They can also be found
in hotel rooms as you travel. If each person
who can would bring one item a month,
this would make a significant impact on
the health and well-being of our neighbors
living on the street.  Your donations may be
placed in the container in the Oak Table
Room.

GIVE TO COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Houston Area Community Services
(HACS) will be placing 135 homeless fam-
ilies during the summer months, thanks to
a recently awarded grant. St. Andrew’s col-
laborates with HACS in providing a place
for their health services van to park once a
month. They park by St. Andrew’s House
and offer screenings to anyone coming by
for a sack lunch. Now they need our help.

The grant that HACS received does not
cover living essentials for new tenants.
Needed items include bed linens, shower
curtains, soap, laundry detergent and bas-
kets, toilet paper, towels, cleaning supplies
and dishes. Donations may be new or gen-
tly used.

All donations are tax-deductible.
Donations can be delivered to Houston

Area Community Services, 2150 W 18th
Street, 3rd Floor, Houston 77008. Online
monetary contributions may be made at
h t t p : / / h a c s t x s . o rg/donations. For more
information, contact The Rev. Ed Gomez,
Chief Development Officer at 832-384-
1384.

SUPPORT HOMELESS FAMILIES WITH LIVING ESSENTIALS



Choir Director Henry Wa s h i n g t o n
invites you to join the St. Andrew's

Handbell Choir this summer. The group
has begun rehearsals, but you may still be
able to get into the act! The choir will show
their stuff at both services on Sunday, July
27. 

Half-hour rehearsals take place follow-

ing the 10:30 am service in the Parish Hall.
No prior experience is required and the
group is open to older elementary youth,
teens and adults of all ages. If interested,
please contact Henry at
sing2livefree@yahoo.com or come to
rehearsal!

Note: The St. Andrew’s Choir is taking
a well-deserved summer vacation. The
group will take a break from Wednesday
evening rehearsals during July and August.
Anyone interested in lifting their voices in
the choir is still welcome to warm up at 10
am on Sunday mornings and join the
group. 

Iwas so humbled by the outpouring of
love received from this parish at the

Celebration of a New Ministry Service on
Wednesday, June 18.  Where do I begin
with thanking so many who gave so much
for this special event?  I am grateful to our
excellent Deacon Portia Sweet for her min-
istry, our very talented organist Dr. Bill
Gilbert, and our choir (under the direction
of Henry Washington).  Services like this
happen only because of the involvement of
so many people.  For that reason, I want to
thank our outstanding Altar Guild under
the direction of Rebecca Robertson, and
our superb lay readers and acolytes, under
the direction of Pat Caver.

The reception following the service
was just splendid.  I am grateful to all those
in the Daughters of the King and the

Hospitality Committee that planned such a
festive reception following the service.
Special gratitude goes also to Sarrah
M o s e l e y, Elaine Massey and Marianne
Haynes for their planning such a warm and
welcoming space with delightful food and
drink (and Miller Lite!).  To all those who
served as ushers, acolytes, or assisted in
the service or with the reception, please
know how grateful I truly am.A special
note of thanks as well go to the St.
Andrew’s Quilters Guild and St. Andrew’s
Episcopal School for contributing to the
purchase of my vestments for this special
event. Your gift will be cherished at cele-
brations for years to come.

Special thanks go to Trish Mehrkam,
St. Andrew’s Parish Administrator, who
has tirelessly worked behind the scenes

leading up to this service. Thank you for
helping to put together a wonderful order
of service for all of us!

Finally, and perhaps most importantly,
I want to thank the Rev. Barbara Lewis,
who is so clearly loved by so many at this
wonderful church. Her tenure at St.
Andrew’s is an indelible part of who we are
today, and for her ministry, I am grateful.  

I have said many times before and am
happy to say yet again what a wonderful
parish community St. Andrew’s is. Thank
you again for welcoming me and my fami-
ly to your parish. My family truly consid-
ers ourselves blessed to be with you!

With love,

Jimmy

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE IN THE HANDBELL CHOIR!

ORGAN FINDS NEW HOME

Some of you may have noticed that
the organ in the Parish Hall has been

moved. This organ was donated a few
years ago with the request that the instru-
ment be used to add to the musical life of
our parish. Because of the organ’s location,

we have not been able to fully utilize this
wonderful gift.

As a result, we put out a call to see if
there was another church who had a need
that the organ could fill. We were happy to
pass this gift along to the Holman Street

Baptist Church, who was overjoyed to wel-
come such a wonderful addition to their
church. In return, their congregation has
made a gift to our Sack Lunch ministry.

THANK YOU!




