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We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, 
nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.

FIND PEACE AT TAIZE AUGUST 1
Our monthly Taize service on Friday,

August 1 at 6:30 pm offers a won-
derful way to quietly reflect at the end of a
busy week. With meditation, candlelight

and music, our monthly Taize service is a
time of quiet contemplation. Please join us. 

HANDBELL CHOIR TO MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE AUGUST 3

After practicing hard all summer,
our bell ringers will perform at the

8:30 am and 10:30 am services on Sunday,
August 3. Make plans to be there….with

bells on!

OVER 50? ENJOY SOME SUMMER FUN

The 50+ Group is a wonderful way to
spend time with fellow parishioners

as you explore Houston and the surround-

ing area. Simply get on the bus and join the
fun! The group will cruise and lunch on
Lake Conroe on August 13, so mark your

calendars and let Addie Smith, trip coordi-
nator, know if you plan to attend at 713-
304-6449. 

WORK THE LOT ON WHITE LINEN NIGHT

GET YOUR GAME ON AUGUST 16

The Heights’ annual White Linen
Night is scheduled for Saturday,

August 2 and St. Andrew’s will once again
offer parking to those attending. This is a
great fundraiser for the parish—consistent-

ly generating close to $1,000 with only a
few hours work. Volunteers are needed to
work the lot from 4:30 pm to around 8 pm
that evening. The more people we have, the
less time each of us will need to work. This

is easy duty—bring a lawn chair and some
cool drinks and give an hour or two of your
time. Contact Todd Saha at
tsaha39@msn.com if you’d like to help or
just show up for the fun.

VENDORS WANTED FOR AUTUMN BAZAAR

Registration for the Autumn Bazaar
at St. Andrew’s on November 1 is

now open. This event is a day of great
shopping, featuring more than 50 vendors
just in time for the holiday gift-giving sea-
son. We welcome artists, crafters, gourmet

food purveyors and anyone with specialty
or handcrafted wares to sell. Booth fees are
$55 until September 15—rates then
increase to $70, so the early birds get the
bargain! The bazaar runs from 10 am to 4
pm and is always a great day for vendors

and shoppers alike. For more details
including access to online registration, visit
www.saecheights.org and click the link for
more information on the home page.

On Saturday, August 16, we’ll host a
fun-filled, family-friendly game

night in the Parish Hall from 6:30 to 9 pm.
We’ll have pizza, snacks and drinks—

bring a treat to share if you’d like. We’ll
also have board games a plenty, but you’re
welcome to bring your favorite from home.
Come for some strategic fun for all ages

and a great summer evening. 
Mark your calendars and watch for

more details!

WHAT DID HE SAY?!

If you happen to miss one of Rev.
Grace’s Sunday sermons or just want

to make sure he really did say what you

thought he said, you can catch an instant
replay on our website at http://
w w w. s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg/sermons/ Sermons

are typically uploaded the Monday follow-
ing each Sunday (no spoiler alerts
required)—check them out!

MEN OF ST. ANDREW’S INVITED AUGUST 3

The Men of St. Andrew’s will meet
in the Parish Hall on August 3,

12:30 pm. Rev. Jimmy will be providing
Barbque and drinks.  All men of St.

Andrew’s are invited. The purposeo of the
meeting is to create a vision for where the
group will be going. If you plan on attend-
ing, please RSVP to Trish Mehrkam at

t r i s h . m e h r k a m @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg or 713-
861-5596. 

We invite all men of the parish to join
us for lunch and fellowship.



DEACON’S DIALOGUE
By Deacon Portia Sweet

FOR THE FUTURE
by Rector Jimmy Grace

My life as an employee in the
Episcopal church began fifteen

years ago when I was hired by the rector of
Trinity, Houston, the Rev. Bill Miller, to be
the new youth minister there. I should add
that in the eyes of many in the parish, it
was a rather strange hire. There were, in
fact, approximately four youth in the entire
parish that were EYC age. One day, not
long after I started my work at Trinity, Bill
was approached by a Trinity parishioner
who questioned him about the necessity of
having a full-time youth minister at a
church where there were so few youth.
Bill politely shared with this parishioner
that they had already answered the ques-
tion! It was precisely because of the fact
that there were so few active Jr. and Sr.
High youth in the parish that a youth min-
ister was critical for the development of
that congregation.

I stayed at Trinity for three years, and
after many EYC meetings, retreats, mis-
sion trips to Galveston and Mexico, I left
for seminary leaving behind a group that
had grown to approximately 25 partici-
pants – a growth rate of over 175%.  Any
investor will tell you that is an excellent

return on an investment!  
In hindsight, I realized that it was risky

for Bill to hire a youth minister, especially
at a church where resources were scarce.
But Bill was able to see something that oth-
ers could not – a vision for a church where
youth (and their families) would be active
participants, ministers, and stewards.  

After meeting with the Vestry of St.
Andrew’s, and having had conversations
with many of you all, it seems that part of
what God is calling St. Andrew’s to be is a
place that welcomes children of all ages.
This was apparent to me last Sunday dur-
ing the children’s sermon when so many
children came forward, that we almost ran
out of room for them (this is one of my
favorite kinds of problems!).

Elsewhere in this issue of the Voice,
you can read about our Fall education
opportunities for children in kindergarten
through twelfth grade. These Sunday
morning classes are taught by members of
our parish, and I am grateful to each of
them for sharing their enthusiasm to reach
out to our youth.

That St. Andrew’s is offering these
classes is a wonderful beginning. My hope

for next year, in addition to bringing on a
full-time Director of Children and Family
Ministries (who will start at St. Andrew’s
this January) is to also hire a youth minis-
ter who can actively reach out to our junior
and senior high members, and begin to
rebuild a strong youth community.

As we begin our stewardship season in
earnest next month, I write this to you
because I believe reaching out to our chil-
dren and young adults in new and creative
ways brings a compelling vision to our
stewardship. Personally, it is exciting to
invest the resources God has been so gen-
erous to me with into the work God is call-
ing St. Andrew’s to engage.  

To that end, my family is planning to
tithe $12,000 toward the Fall stewardship
campaign. (Our dog, Parish, has agreed to
also donate three bones.) We are excited
about this church, its unique position in the
Heights, and the compelling vision God
has set before us. Onward!  

God’s Grace and Peace,

Jimmy

JOIN THE LITURGICAL MINISTRY

Have you ever wanted to participate
more fully in the service but didn’t

know how to get involved?  We are looking
to expand our corps of liturgical ministers,
and we could use your help.  Roles are var-
ied – Readers/Intercessors, Acolytes, Altar

Servers, and Lay Eucharistic Ministers
(LEMs). No prior experience is necessary,
and training will be provided.  Currently,
team members are asked to serve one
Sunday per month at either the 8:30 am or
10:30 am services. Membership is open to

ages from older elementary youth (or those
that can follow directions and sit still for
the entire service) and up. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Kevin Robertson at
kevin.robertson@me.com

M atthew 19:13-15 Then little chil -
dren were being brought to him in

order that he might lay his hands on them
and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to
those who brought them; but Jesus said,
“Let the little children come to me, and do
not stop them, for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of heaven belongs.” And he
laid his hands on them and went on his
way.

I am greatly troubled by the plight, con-
dition, treatment and root cause(s) of the
thousands of children crossing our south-
ern national border. I hope most of you are
also troubled. My email and Facebook
pages are filled with messages and reports
of responses from our church leaders and
from the deacons in the Episcopal Diocese
of Texas. Regardless of your political
views on immigration, these are human
beings, created by God, and in each one we
can see the face of Christ. St. John
Chrysostom said, “If you cannot find
Christ in the beggar at the door...you will
not find him in the chalice.” These children

and mothers are begging for life, for reason
to have hope, for justice and peace.

Our bishops have stated their concerns
and are calling us to respond through dona-
tions, prayer, volunteering and by writing
to government officials to express our
views. The Presiding Bishop said the fol-
lowing: “The Episcopal Church believes
we have a responsibility to all our neigh-
bors, particularly the strangers and
sojourners around us. Episcopalians are
responding with prayers and concern, and
asking how to help. I urge you to remem-
ber these people and their difficult and dan-
gerous position in your prayers – today,
this coming Sunday, and continuing until
we find a just resolution. The Episcopal
Church has established an account to
receive financial contributions to assist
Episcopal Migration Ministries in this
w o r k . For details, please contact
EMM@episcopalchurch.org

Several cities in the Diocese of West
Texas have been particularly hard hit. St.
J o h n ’s, McAllen and Christ Church,

Laredo are doing much to reach these indi-
viduals held in crowded detention centers
with basic human needs. Some deacons
from our diocese are personally volunteer-
ing through St. John’s the week of August
4. You may support this effort through the
funds established by that diocese. You may
donate online at: http://tinyurl.com/
l2px4p5 or make checks out to the
Episcopal Diocese of West Texas, noted for
Emergency Relief, and the World Mission
Department will make sure these funds
reach those in need. Mail to: Episcopal
Diocese of West Texas, P.O. Box 6885, San
Antonio, TX 78209. Other needs will like-
ly arise as this does not appear to be a
short-term situation. Call St. John's,
McAllen (956-687-6191) and Christ
Church, Laredo (956-723-5714) for further
information.

“God never asks us to do something for
which he will not equip us. With every call
there comes a promise: I will be with you.
I will do this work in you and through you.
Abide in me” Br. David Vryhof, SSJE



JOIN THE QUILTERS!

The St. A n d r e w ’s Quilting Guild
meets every Tuesday and Friday

and the third Saturday of the month at 9:30
am in the quilting room behind the Parish
Hall. If anyone would like to join us, we
would like to have you. You don’t have to
know how to quilt. We have people who
crochet and do other types of crafting, so
all are welcome to come and join us.

We would like to remind everyone all

the money we make is contributed to the
church. So if you would like quilted
throws, baby gifts or small items like
aprons, potholders or gifts for special occa-
sions and quilts, we’ll be happy to help.
Just talk to us if you have something spe-
cial.

We also enjoy having friends come by
if you are in the area. Join us for coffee,
snacks and wonderful conversation.

Senior Warden
Greg Caudell
713-501-2757

greg@caudellcpa.com
Junior Warden
Sarrah Moseley
281-384-2981

smose@sbcglobal.net
Facilities

Bob DeCesare
bobdec2003@yahoo.com

646-644-2433
Treasurer

Chris Barker
713-868-3952

c h r i s . b a r k e r @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg
Clerk

Priscilla Burroughs
713-213-3199

pburroughs@bythewaters.com
Education

Kevin Robertson
281-960-9358

kevin.robertson@me.com
School

Liz Dennis
713-826-9765

edennis@stcl.edu
Stewardship /Annual Drive &

Continuing Education
Jerry Gallagher

jcg0151@gmail.com
281-501-2294

Finance &
Stewardship/Fundraising

Todd Saha
713-299-7502

tsaha39@msn.com 
Evangelism/Communication

Richard Molinaro
713-412-5532

typeknerd@gmail.com
Anne Jones

aemandola@gmail.com
281-433-0095

Evangelism/Newcomers
Ben Parks

benparks@gmail.com
713-614-8320
Hospitality

Laurie Hardwick
lauriewh@earthlink.net

713-956-2474

2014 VestryDONATE ALTAR FLOWERS

Throughout the year, sponsoring altar
flowers is a wonderful way to honor

loved ones, commemorate a special occa-
sion or simply give back to the glory of
God. There are still a number of Sundays
available for sponsorship on the A l t a r
Flower calendar, located on the bulletin
board in the rear entry hall. After the flow-
ers adorn the church during Sunday servic-
es, the two vases are moved to the chapel
and St. Andrew’s House to be enjoyed for

the remainder of the week. 
Giving flowers is so easy:

• Sign up on the calendar for a specific
week(s)

• Drop your $80 check in the alms basin
or mail to the church office (specify
altar flowers on your check)
If you have questions, please contact

Elizabeth McCormick at 832-661-7300 or
eamack@sbcglobal.net.

Stay In Touch!

To receive the latest news and
information about happenings at

St. Andrew’s:

• Let us know if your contact informa-
tion (address, email, phone number)
has changed.

• Share your email address with us to
receive event reminders and schedule
changes. If you’re not getting St.
A n d r e w ’s weekly email messages,
we do not have your email address.
Contact Trish Mehrkam at

trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596 with changes to your informa-
tion.

Tag, You’re It!
We’ve all had those frustrating and

embarrassing times when we can’t recall
someone’s name. To avoid this uncom-
fortable situation, wear your name tag
when attending a service or event at St.
Andrew’s. It’s that simple! Wearing a
name tag helps newcomers and long-
time members alike! To request a new or
replacement tag, contact Trish Mehrkam
at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or
713-861-5596. 

Share Your News!
Let us know If you have news related

to St. Andrew’s and our parishioners.
Contact Laurie Hardwick at
lauriewh@earthlink.net or Tr i s h
Mehrkam at 713-861-5596 if you have
information you think may be appropri-
ate for a future issue of The Voice.

PLEASE HELP US….

THE LINEN GUILD NEEDS YOU!
Would you have time once a month

to do a little extra laundry and
support St. Andrew’s? Do you prefer a
ministry you can do on your own schedule?
Is it sometimes difficult for you to meet up
with others for service ministries due to
your unique situation?  If the answer is yes
to any of these, perhaps the Linen Guild
would be a ministry where you can share
your gifts. 

This new ministry, which is a subset of
the Altar Guild, is looking for dedicated
women and men and will include training.
Little to no previous experience is required.
The Linen Guild is the part of the Altar
Guild that launders and maintains the
linens used during Eucharist. Linen Guild
members will serve on a rotating schedule,
serving no more than one Sunday per

m o n t h . Linen Guild members take the
used linens home after the Eucharist and
launder and iron them, returning them to
the church the following week for use dur-
ing the Eucharist. Linen Guild member-
ship does not require Altar Guild member-
ship, though we’re also looking for new
Altar Guild members. And, of course Altar
Guild members are welcome to join Linen
Guild, if interested.

The Altar Guild members are behind-
the-scenes service assistants, committed to
the ministry of preparing the church for
worship services, which are the heart of our
parish life. If you are interested in joining
Linen Guild or Altar Guild, please contact
Rebecca Robertson at rebecca.robert-
son@me.com or 281.782.6229.



Service & Ministry at St. Andrew’s

There are many great ways to give to
others by sharing your time and tal-

ents with the St. Andrew’s community.
Volunteers are always needed and wel-
come! Training and direction is provided

for all jobs, and in most cases, you will
work with a partner or team - so serving is
a wonderful way to build and enhance con-
nections.

There is no prior experience or special

skills required - just a willingness to work
with others in the service of God. Please
take a look at the opportunities listed
below and find one that speaks to you.

SHARE YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Alms Counter
Work with partner

1 Sunday per month

• County weekly donations
• Use calculator & copier
• Complete simple report
• Make bank deposit

Mary Rennie
maryrennie@sbcglobal.net

281-371-8124

Altar Guild Member
Work with team

1 week per month

• Maintain vestments and altar ware
• Prepare altar for Sundays and 

any special services

Rebecca Robertson
beccazicka@mac.com

281-782-6229

Choir Member
Work with group at Sunday 

and Special Services

• Lead congregation in music
• Participate in weekly rehearsals

Henry Washington
sing2livefree@yahoo.com

713-861-5596

Christian Education Leader
Lead lessons & activities 

• Work with parish youth
• Use prepared/planned materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358

Holy Folder
Work with group 

2 hours per month

• Fold church newsletter
• Apply mailing labels

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952

Liturgical Server
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve as a reader or intercessor (not
required to robe)

• Assist at altar as acolyte or Lay
Eucharist Minister (LEM)

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am

Pat Caver
patricia.e.caver@uth.tmc.edu

713-655-1121

Nursery Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Care for infants and toddlers
• Assist Nursery Attendant
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358
Usher/Greeter
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am
• Distribute Service Bulletins
• Greet and direct visitors and parish-

ioners
• Assist in service

John Stephenson
JStephenson@pfktexas.com

832-330-7824
Ben Parks

benparks@gmail.com
713-614-8320

Service Opportunity Duties/Requirements Contact

Category June
Collected

% of Budget YTD Collected % of Budget

$22,048.00
$8,141.00

$792.00
$30,980.00

108.0%
390.8%
135.8%
134.2%

$127,908.00
$22,557.00

$5,530.00
$155,995.00

108.9%
180.4%
157.9%
116.8%

Pledge Payments
Non-Pledge Payments
Loose Currency
Total Plate

TREASURERS SNAPSHOT
Through May 2014 

If you have not yet turned in your pledge card, or are new to our church and would like to make a pledge, please con-
tact Jerry Gallagher at jcg0151@gmail.com or Chris Barker at chris.barker@saecheights.org. 



Youth & School News at St. Andrew’s

The Diocese of Texas provides train-
ing to prevent harassment or abuse:

• Safeguarding God’s Children
Certification is required for clerg y,
employees, contractors and adult vol-
unteers who work in children’s min-
istries or schools. 

• Safeguarding God’s People
Certification is required for clerg y,
employees, vestry members, lay

Eucharistic visitors, and parish min-
istry leaders and facilitators. 

To adhere with Diocesan requirements
and equip the people of St. Andrew’s to
prevent harassment or abuse, a series of
trainings is planned next month:

• Safeguarding God’s People – August
19, 6 – 9 pm

• Safeguarding God’s Children - August
23, 9 am – Noon

• Safeguarding God’s Children - August
30, 2 – 5 pm

If you are interested in signing up for
one of the training sessions, please contact
Trish Mehrkam at 713-861-5596 or
t r i s h . m e h r k a m @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING OFFERED IN AUGUST

Beginning Sunday, September 7,
classes for children from kinder-

garten to fifth grade will resume on the sec-
ond floor of the education building.
Divided into two separate groups, the
kindergarten – third grade class will meet
in the Godly Play room, and the fourth –
fifth grade class will meet in the youth
room.

Junior High (sixth – eighth grade) will
meet on the first floor of St. Andrew’s
House, and Senior High (ninth – twelfth
grade) will meet in the upstairs library of
St. Andrew’s House. Though meeting sep-
a r a t e l y, both Junior and Senior High
groups will follow the Confirm, not
Conform curriculum published by the
Episcopal Church. These will be fun and

engaging classes for youth, whether or not
they have already been confirmed.  

All classes will meet during the educa-
tion hour on Sunday mornings, from 9:30 –
10:30 AM. If you have any questions,
please contact Rev. Grace at (713) 861-
5596 or email at j g r a c e @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR YOUTH TO RESUME SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

It’s time for back to school and back
to Christian Formation at St.

Andrew’s! We’ll kick off our new school
year on Sunday, August 24 at 9:30 am.

Youth from age 4 through high school and
their parents are invited to join us for
breakfast and a chance to meet our teach-
ers. Got questions? Contact Kevin

Robertson at kevin.robertson@mac.com or
281-960-9358. 

JOIN US FOR RALLY DAY AUGUST 24

Are you looking for an opportunity
to be more involved and have a lot

of fun? If so, we are looking for energetic
folks to help us in the Junior High or
Senior High Sunday School classes.  We

are looking to get teams of four (to spread
the load) and take turns teaching.  We have
settled on a curriculum, so lesson planning
will be minimal. Training and
Safeguarding God’s Children classes are

mandatory and will be provided in August.
If you are interested, please contact Kevin
Robertson kevin.robertson@me.com or the
Rev. Jimmy Grace jgrace@saecheights.org
for more information or to sign up. 

DO YOU LIKE WORKING WITH YOUTH?

FARM TO MARKET FUN AT SAES
By Nancy Simpson, Head of School

St. A n d r e w ’s Episcopal School is
completing our summer “Farm to

Market” session in mid-August where chil-
dren have enjoyed several special guests
including: 

A Bee-Keeper - children were able to
see where bees live and learn about how
they produce honey. Cindy Babbit’s art
project included making snack bars with
honey.

An Urban Gardener – we learned
about the cycle of growth by planting seeds
and watching the plants grow. An earth-
worm habitat was also part of the experi-
ence and the Early Childhood class made

an earthworm community for their own
space!   

A Petting Zoo - ponies, bunnies, chick-
ens, ducks and a goat grazed peacefully
while Early Childhood, To d d l e r-1, and
Toddler-2 classes enjoyed petting the farm
animals.  

Students will have a break the week of
August 18-22 while teachers prepare for
the new school year which begins on
Monday, August 25. While children are
spending more time with family, the facul-
ty will restore classrooms and prepare les-
sons for the coming months. Other impor-
tant changes are happening behind the

scenes that help make our school function
at top level including an updated website
and new phone system.  

St. A n d r e w ’s is accredited by the
Southwest Association of Episcopal
Schools and is a Full Member of the
American Montessori Association.  Parents
interested in admission to the school may
contact the main office at standrewss-
chool@saesintheheights.org or, 713-861-
2954. We hold small group tours each
month and accept applications and enroll
year-around. More information about the
school can be found on-line at
www.SAESintheHeights.org. 

Assistants are needed to help our
Nursery Attendant care for infants

and toddlers on Sunday mornings. The
nursery is fully equipped—all that you

need to do to help is take free Safeguarding
God’s Children training and give a few
hours each month. Assistants must be 18 or
older, and a love of children is a must! For

more information, contact Kevin
Robertson at kevin.robertson@me.com or
281-960-9358

NURSERY ASSISTANTS NEEDED



Outreach at St. Andrew’s
GIVE TO OTHERS

Serve at the Food Pantry
• Join the team from St. Andrew’s at Heights Interfaith Ministries Food

Pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp, on the fourth Saturday of each
month.

• There are jobs for all ages and abilities, and we work from 9:30 am to
noon. 

• Join us at the Food Pantry. All are welcome!

Fill Our Sack Lunches

We distribute brown bag lunches to any person who feels the need to
have a meal—approximately 300 are given each month. You can help by:

• Donating items that include Vienna sausages, cheese crackers, apple-
sauce, chips, peanuts, plastic spoons, napkins and bottled water. Look
for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entrance hall.

• Contribute money to help purchase lunch items. Simply write “sack
lunches” on your check and drop it in the alms basin.

• Help us pack the lunches on the first Sunday of each month immediate-
ly following the 10:30 am service. 

At St. Andrew’s, there are many ways for you to share what
you have with those in need in our community. You can

give of your time, talent and treasure and make a real difference in
the lives of those around us. Here’s how you can help:

On Saturday, July 23, St. Andrew’s
will serve at the Heights Interfatih

Ministries Food Pantry from 9:30 am to
noon. Our crew will help sort food, stock

shelves and serve Food Pantry clients. This
job requires no prior experience—just a
willingness to give a few hours in the serv-
ice of those in need. All are welcome—

simply join us at the Food Pantry at 3523
Beauchamp in the Heights.

SERVE AT THE FOOD PANTRY AUGUST 23

Sack lunches are packed on the first
Sunday of each month and distrib-

uted Monday-Friday from St. Andrew’s
House to anyone who rings the bell and
asks. The recently formed Boulevard
Alliance of Ministry determined that sever-
al churches in our area are providing sack
lunches, mainly to the same persons and
overlapping each other’s ministries. In an
effort to be better stewards AND better
serve the many needs of our neighbors, the

St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch Committee has
agreed to collaborate with other area
churches in this effort. Heights Christian
Church (HCC), who has also been provid-
ing lunches at their door, will now bring
their lunches to St. Andrew’s for distribu-
tion. 

HCC was also providing a small num-
ber of hygiene packets. They are now ask-
ing us to help with this effort by collecting
travel-size hygiene items, which they will

put together and distribute. These items
can be found at WalMart, Ta rg e t ,
Walgreen’s and the Dollar Store. Each item
costs about $1.00. They can also be found
in hotel rooms as you travel. If each person
who can would bring one item a month,
this would make a significant impact on
the health and well-being of our neighbors
living on the street.  Your donations may be
placed in the container in the Oak Table
Room.

BOULEVARD ALLIANCE MEETING NEEDS TOGETHER

Houston Area Community Services
(HACS) will be placing 135 home-

less families during the summer months,
thanks to a recently awarded grant. St.
Andrew’s collaborates with HACS in pro-
viding a place for their health services van
to park once a month. They park by St.
Andrew’s House and offer screenings to
anyone coming by for a sack lunch. Now

they need our help.
The grant that HACS received does not

cover living essentials for new tenants.
Needed items include bed linens, shower
curtains, soap, laundry detergent and bas-
kets, toilet paper, towels, cleaning supplies
and dishes. Donations may be new or gen-
tly used.

All donations are tax-deductible.

Donations can be delivered to Houston
Area Community Services, 2150 W 18th
Street, 3rd Floor, Houston 77008. Online
monetary contributions may be made at
h t t p : / / h a c s t x s . o rg/donations. For more
information, contact The Rev. Ed Gomez,
Chief Development Officer at 832-384-
1384.

SUPPORT HOMELESS FAMILIES WITH LIVING ESSENTIALS

Our annual Blessing of the Animals
will be held Sunday, October 5

from 4 to 6 pm. In addition to our regular
blessing and service, this year we will have
hot dogs, drinks, beer and a band will be
performing on the front porch of St.

Andrew’s house. We will again take this
opportunity to support the Ani-Meals-on-
Wheels program and will ask everyone to
bring unopened dog and cat food so that
our friends in the Meals-On-Wheels pro-
gram can feed their pets.

If you have any questions, or would
like to volunteer for this community bridge
event, please contact Teri Jo Nicholson at
terijo1@comcast.net or 713-688-6200.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE ANIMAL BLESSING



You can give a little to St. Andrew’s
when you buy groceries with the

Kroger Community Rewards program.
This program donates a percentage of pur-
chases made by Kroger shoppers to the
charitable organization of their choice—
and many of you chose St. A n d r e w ’s
Episcopal Church! This program requires
re-enrollment each year, and it’s time to

confirm your program participation for
2014-2015. This year, enrollment will be
handled online, so it’s simple and easy!

Beginning August 1, you can enroll at
www.krogercommunityrewards.com using
83715, which is our organization number.
You must have a registered Kroger Plus
card account to link to St. Andrew’s. Once
you’ve logged on, simply follow the

instructions to link your account to St.
Andrew’s. If you do not have a Kroger Plus
card, you can sign up at your local store or
online. And if you do not have computer
access, but would like to participate, please
contact Chris Barker at 713-868-3952 for
assistance. Help us earn more by signing
up!

In anticipation of Bishop Doyle’s visit
December 3, a series of Inquirer’s

Classes for adults are scheduled for
Saturdays beginning October 18, and run-

ning through November 15. Each class will
meet from 9 – 11:30 am. To register, please
contact Trish Mehrkam, Parish
A d m i n i s t r a t o r, at (713) 861-5596 or

trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org. The class
is open to anyone interested in learning
more about the Episcopal Church or being
confirmed or received by the Bishop.   

SUPPORT ST. ANDREW’S WHILE YOU SHOP

“Our soul doesn’t stop at our skin,” once noted theologian
Karl Rahner. While many believe this to be true, others

struggle to hold onto the Christian idea of eternal life while living
in a modern world in which many different beliefs about life after
death exist. What does a Christian believe about death, resurrec-
tion, heaven and hell in the 21st century? This Sunday morning
class, taught by. Rev. Grace, will explore these questions from
medical, theological, and philosophical viewpoints. The class will
meet in the Parish Hall at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings, and is
open to all who are interested!
• September 7 - Class #1 - Death as an Entry into Light?
• September 14 – 2nd Sunday Breakfast 
• September 21 – Ministry Fair & Stewardship Kick-off
• September 28 - Class #2 – The Hereafter – Wishful Thinking?
• October 5 – Episcopal School Sunday

• October 12 – 2nd Sunday Breakfast
• October 19 - Class # 3 – Models of Belief in Eternity in

Religion
• October 26 - Class # 4 - Resurrection of the Dead?
• November 2 – Class #5 – Difficulties with the Resurrection of

Jesus
• November 9 – 2nd Sunday Breakfast
• November 16 – Class #6 – Between Heaven and Hell
• November 23 - Class #7 -  Presentation from Funeral Home
• November 30 - Class #8 – Dying with Human Dignity
• December 7 - Class # 9 – Heaven on Earth?
• December 14 – 2nd Sunday Breakfast
• December 21 – Class # 10 – The End of the World and the

Kingdom of God

ETERNAL LIFE? LIFE AFTER DEATH AS A MEDICAL, THEOLOGICAL,
AND PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTION

FUNERAL SERVICE PLANNED FOR KIRK SUDDREATH

The funeral service for W. F. Kirk
Suddreath, father of the Rev. Portia

Sweet, will be held Sunday, August 24 at 2
pm at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 4900

Jackwood, Houston. 
A birthday party will be held following

the service in the gymnasium.  Kirk died
on June 6, 2014. A private internment will

take place the following day, which would
have been Kirk's 100th birthday.

SAVE THE DATE!  BISHOP DOYLE TO VISIT AND CONFIRM DECEMBER 3

The Prayers of the People offered
during the 10:30 am service each

Sunday are prepared by a small group of

prayer writers who rotate this responsibili-
ty. Additional writers would be welcome.
If you would like to participate in this min-

i s t r y, please contact Deacon Portia.
Instruction, coaching, and support are all
part of the ministry.

SHARE YOUR PRAYERS WITH OTHERS

After several months of training and
s t u d y, Nancy Simpson, David

Robertson, John Ibanez and John Grothues
officially joined the Community of Hope in

July. In their new role, they will join others
in the parish who reach out to those who
are ill, hospitalized, homebound or in nurs-
ing homes. COH members may also bring

Holy Eucharist to those who wish to
receive it. Welcome and many thanks to
our new COH members.

WELCOME TO COMMUNITY OF HOPE

Congratulations to R e v. Rich
Houser who was recenty named

associate rector at Trinity Episcopal

Church. We wish Rich, Trish and Ella all
the best. 

And we thank vestry member Margaret

Kroehler for her service as she relocates to
Pittsburg.

CONGRATULATIONS & THANK YOU


