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Thanks to  

Summerhouse for 

folding The Voice 

and our Service  

Bulletins 

Serving adults with 

intellectual disabilities in 

the Houston Heights 

 

summerhousehouston.org 

shredforindependence.com 

Water and the 
Sack Lunch 

Ministry 

 

The Sack Lunch Ministry 

provides lunches to the 

hungry in our community. In 

addition to lunches, we also 

provide bottled water to 

those who come for a lunch. 

The Sack Lunch Ministry is 

in need of bottled water 

donations, especially as the 

heat of summer is upon 

us. In lieu of purchasing 

bottled water, monetary 

donations are also welcome. 

Just drop a check in the mail 

or the collection plate noting 

“sack lunch ministry—

water” on your check. 

You may notice the water 

bottles by the front door and 

on the back porch at St. 

Andrew’s House. Please 

help us to steward our 

donations of water by 

protecting their use 

exclusively for the Sack 

Lunch Ministry. 

 

    

 

 

 

Visioning Our Future 
by Megan Parks 
 

Based on your input through the parish survey, an updated St. Andrew’s Vision was 

approved by the vestry. On May 20 members of the vestry along with the Vision 

Planning Support Team and St. Andrew’s staff reviewed the results of the parish 

survey and data about our Heights community. We then participated in a facilitated 

exercise to translate the St. Andrew’s vision into a set of goals and objectives. 

Unlike the vision, which is by its nature generic and high level, these goals and 

objectives are specific and form the basis for the actions that we will take as a 

parish to bring our vision into being in the world.   

 

Here’s what we’ll be up to this summer: 

 

 Form a Mission and Vision Subcommittee, a new permanent committee 

reporting to the vestry.   

 Form five Goal Teams to do the work to turn our vision from an idea into 

tangible actions in the world. 

 There is one Goal Team for each of the four areas of the vision, plus a team 

to address St. Andrews’ facility and building needs: 

o Welcome and Embrace 

o Following God into the Community 

o Worship and Spiritual Growth 

o Children and Youth 

o Facilities Plan 

 We fully expect all members of these teams to “fall in love” with each 

other using the Jesus model! 

 Communicate the St Andrew’s Vision on posters around the church and on 

the website. 

 Create a new section of the St Andrew’s website to share information about 

the ongoing work to make the vision into reality. 

 

If you have questions about the St Andrew’s visioning process, or if you would like 

to get involved with any of the Goal Teams described above, please feel free to 

reach out to Megan Parks (megan.parks@gmail.com) or Jimmy Grace. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing you could get to know your fellow parishioners better? Sign up for a 

Moveable Feast dinner group beginning this fall. Dinner group members 

volunteer to host or co-host in their home or park or church venue and provide a 

main course; members bring other items. The dinners may be formal or informal – 

china or paper, indoors or out. Each group decides on the dinner dates and venue. 

The point is fun and fellowship, not fancy food or fuss for the hosts. There will be 

a fun kick-off event in September so group members can meet each other.   

Have children? Please let us know if you prefer to bring them with you so that we 

can arrange a compatible group.   

You can sign up at the Ministry Fair on Rally Day August 20, 

email moveablefeastsaec@gmail.com or call the church office at 713-861-

5596.   Please register so groups can be organized before the September kick-

off.  If you have questions, please speak to one of the members of the Steering 

Committee:  DeAnna Bosch, Pat Caver, Vesta Eidman, Sarah Godwin, Terri 

Hoever, and Kay Lynn Jenkins.  

 

 
 

Treasurer’s Snapshot thru May 31, 2017 

Category 

   

 
        YTD 

        Actual 

 
Annual 
Budget 

% 
Annual  
Budget 

  Pledge Payments  $ 168,520 $ 403,500 42% 
  Non-Pledge 
Payments  18,015 40,000 45% 
  Loose Currency  6,054 11,000 55% 
  Rhythms of Grace  706 2,500 28% 

Total Plate  $ 193,295 $ 457,000 36% 
Other Income  33,484 78,740 43% 

TOTAL RECEIPTS  $ 226,779 $ 535,740 42% 
     

EXPENDITURES  234,545 535,740 37% 
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We Welcome 

 

New member Sarah Clark 
 

We Celebrate with 

 

Christina Garaghty 

and AJ Son  

who were married on May 20 
 

The Flowers on the 

Altar 

 

On June 4 were given in 

thanksgiving for Hammond 

Roberts by Dave Roberts 
 

On June 11 were given to the 

glory of God 
 

On June 18 were given in 

memory of Bob Taylor, Stan 

Cameron, Chris Cornell and 

Greg Allman by Cydney 

Cameron 
 

On June 25 were given to the 

glory of God 

 
 

 
 

August 20 
 

Rally Day Ministry Fair at 

9:30 am and 11:30 am in 

the Parish Hall 
 

August 27 
 

Fall Education Hour 

programs for all ages 

begin at 9:30 on the 

second floor 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

and Teacher 

Commissioning at the 

10:30 am service 

 

mailto:moveablefeastsaec@gmail.com


 

From the Rector 
by The Rev. Jimmy Grace  
 

A year ago, I wrote an article for The Voice outlining the first 

steps of a journey that we would take together as a parish to 

formulate a long range plan for our church. As I think back to 

writing that article, I am simultaneously amazed at all that has 

been accomplished, and also awestruck by how much there is to 

do.   
 

A year ago, we formed a Parish Discernment Committee that met over a six-month 

period to determine exactly how we wanted to move forward in thinking about where 

God is calling us to go.  We learned that we needed a consultant to help us in this work; 

we interviewed candidates, and selected a parish consultant. The consultant, Reb 

Scarborough, led us through a visioning event, a parish survey, and most recently helped 

us specify our long range goals. At first glance, that might not seem like a lot of work, 

but it is tremendous to think all this has been accomplished in just under twelve months. 

That is what amazes me – that we have mustered the courage together to ask courageous 

questions about where we are succeeding, and where we have room to grow.  For 

everyone that has helped to lead in this work, thank you. We have come very far.  This 

leads me to my second point – how awestruck I am at what there is left to do. 
 

We are still in the process of refining our long range plan, and outlining our goals for the 

next five to seven years.  That said, there are quantifiable goals identified for five areas, 

which include Welcome and Embrace, Following God into the Community, Worship and 

Spiritual Growth, Children and Youth, and Facilities.  For each of these five areas a 

group of people including your vestry, staff, and parishioners, prayerfully discerned a 

number of identifiable goals, which will go into creating the first draft of our parish 

long-range plan.   
 

There will be opportunities for us in the fall to revisit the plan once it is completed and 

approved by the vestry.  We should begin working on our long range plan in the late fall 

of 2017 or early 2018.  So there is still much work left for us to do.  We know our 

direction, and now and in the months ahead, we will begin together moving in new 

directions as we live into our long range planning.  The journey so far has been 

abundant, and I look forward to the many steps to come. 
 

God’s Peace, 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Help at Food Pantry 

July 23 

 

St. Andrew’s serves the Heights 

Interfaith Ministries Food 

Pantry, 3523 Beauchamp, on 

fourth Saturdays from 9:30 am 

to noon. Volunteers help register 

clients, stock shelves, prepare 

bags and baskets, and assist with 

other duties as needed. 

Volunteers of all ages and 

abilities are welcome to join in 

this service to our neighbors in 

need. There’s no need to sign up 

in advance. Just show up and 

lend a hand! 

                 
 
 

Join St. Andrew’s 
through Confirmation 
 

In anticipation of Bishop 

Fisher’s visit on October 1, an 

Inquirer’s series for adults is 

scheduled for Sunday mornings 

beginning August 27 and 

running through September 24.  

Each class will meet from 9:30 – 

10:20 am in the Chapel of the 

Good Shepherd.  To register, 

please contact Trish Mehrkam, 

Parish Administrator at 713-861-

5596 or 

trishmehrkam@saecheights.org. 
 

The class is open to anyone 

interested in learning more about 

the Episcopal Church or being 

confirmed or received by the 

Bishop. 
 

August 27 - The Episcopal 

Church Q&A, Confirmation and 

Reception  

September 3 - The Hebrew 

Bible  

September 10 - The Second 

Testament 

September 17 - Church History 

September 24 - The Prayer 

Book 
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           Ascension Day Eucharist with St. Dunstan’s Choir 

    
 

    
                                                                                                                                                             
 

 

   

  

  

  

 

 Summer 

at Rhythms of 

Grace 
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                   Celebrating Pentecost  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcoming Liz Luna, our new  

 Youth Intern                                   
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Service and Sabbath                                                   by by 

Lisa Puccio, Coordinator for Special Needs Ministry  

and Family Formation 
 

As a rule, Friday is my sabbath day, but it’s the day 

 that I clean my house. This is something that seems  

counterintuitive, but for me it makes perfect sense. Friday  

is the day that I take care of the place that is important to me. It’s the day that I 

do the laundry, vacuum the floors and clean the toilets so that my world is in 

balance for the rest of the week. Once the house is clean and in order, I can relax 

and enjoy sitting and reading a book. 
 

My home is part of who I am. Our church is part of who we are. The church is an 

extension of our family and all that is important. That’s why I try never to use the 

word “volunteer” when referring to church work. Church work is like household 

chores – the things you do as a responsibility to, and in loving care of, your 

happy home. Churches, like homes, always have a long list of chores associated. 

Those chores are part of keeping things in order and in balance. The early 

Christian communities knew that each member of the community had special 

talents that leant themselves to the success of the community, and that is equally 

true today. 
 

While St. Andrew’s is a growing church community, and that is what we are 

supposed to be, we are still small enough to value the gifts of every single 

individual. In my work here as coordinator of family faith formation, and as the 

staff support person for communications, I see the amazing work that is done by 

so many members of our church community. The work done is out of love and 

knowledge of purpose. Church work is the responsibility of the people of the 

church.  
 

All of this said, there is no shaming here! There is a time for everything under 

heaven, and each of us has certain abilities to share and serve. Find your own 

place and time. Serving is one of the most important parts of formation. 

Formation is “the process and practices by which a person may progress in one's 

spiritual or religious life.” All that really means is that we grow in Christ by 

making coffee, teaching Sunday school, singing in the choir,  cooking breakfast, 

serving at the altar, ironing the linens and participating in worship. 
 

I’m grateful to be a part of this church family and happy to help where I can. If 

you feel the same, you don’t “volunteer,” you serve where you are needed 

because this is your home. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children Learn About Summer Saints 
 

In July, Summer with the Saints continues for 

children in preschool through 5
th

 grade as we learn  

about Saints Kateri, Mary Magdelene and Joachim.  

Children and parents are invited to the 9:30 am  

Sunday Education Hour class in the 2
nd

 floor  

Godly Play classroom on July 9, 16, 23 and 30. 

 
 
                                                                  

 

July Calendar 
Notes 

 
2nd Sunday 
Breakfast  
 

On July 9 come at 9:15 

am for breakfast in the 

Parish Hall. 

 
 

Pink Iftar  
 

Join women of all faiths 

on July 18 at Christ 

Church Cathedral for 

dinner and discussion. 

Contact Carissa Baldwin-

McGinnis for more 

information. 

 

 
 
Integrity Houston  
 

On July 21 all are invited 

to join Integrity Houston 

for Eucharist, Potluck 

Dinner and meeting at 

Christ Church Cathedral 

from 7-9:00 pm. To learn 

more about Integrity 

Houston go to 

www.integrityusa.org.  
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Sunday Morning Education for Adults 
 
Faith Matters 
 
July 2 - Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis continues the series  

on Holy Currencies.  

July 9 – Second  Sunday Breakfast 

July 16 - Carissa presents on the Currency of Time and Place. 

July 23 - Jimmy Grace presents on the Currency of Money. 

July 30 - Carissa concludes the Holy Currencies series with a  

Painters Table.  Come for Biblical reflection, arts and crafts! 

 

 

 
Adult Forum Meets at 9:30 am in Associate Rector’s Office 
 

Throughout July, we explore the wonderful book by Richard  

Rohr, Things Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality. Speak with  

John Grothues or email johngrothues@gmail.com for more  

information. 
 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 
  

Parlor Welcomes Youth 
 
Join other junior and senior high youth at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings  

for an interactive look at the day’s lectionary readings. Enjoy discussion,  

art response and donuts with youth intern Liz Luna. Meet in the youth room  

on the second floor.  

 

_________________________________________________ 
 

Changes in the Nursery 
 

The St. Andrew’s nursery welcomes our youngest  

church goers. The nursery, located on the first floor,  

is available from 9:15 am until noon on Sunday and for  

special services. At the close of  the school year we 

said goodbye to staff members Monica Chapa,  

Katie Grawl and Patty Jurado. This summer we  

welcome Gabi Gonzales and Liliana Lira who join  

Mari Matthews and Elsa Reymundo in the nursery.  
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__________________________ 

 
Stay Updated 

 

Contact the church office when 

your information changes. We 

want to keep you informed of all 

that is going on, so let us know if 

your email, address or phone 

number changes. 

__________________________ 

 

Introduce Yourself 

 

Putting a name with a face builds 

our community. Wear your 

nametag when attending a 

service. To request a nametag 

contact the church office. If 

you’re visiting please fill out a 

visitor nametag. 

__________________________ 

 

Welcome Children 
and Parents! 

 

Children are welcome and 

encouraged to be a part of all 

services at St. Andrew’s. 
 

Sit up front so that your little one 

can see all that’s going on.  You 

will find coloring clip boards at 

each entrance. 

 

__________________________ 

 

Communion Available 
to Go 

 

If you are unable to attend church 

due to health or mobility issues, 

and would like to have a Lay 

Eucharistic Minister bring 

communion to you, please 

contact The Rev. Carissa 

Baldwin-McGinnis at cbaldwin-

mcginnis@saecheights.org or call 

713-861-5596. 

_________________________ 

 

mailto:johngrothues@gmail.com
mailto:cbaldwin-mcginnis@saecheights.org
mailto:cbaldwin-mcginnis@saecheights.org


  

 

 
We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth. 

 

 

      St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

      1819 Heights Blvd 

      Houston, Texas 77008 
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The Rev. James M.L. Grace 

Rector 
The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis 

Associate Rector 
 
   CHURCH & SCHOOL 
   1819 Heights Blvd. 
   Houston, Texas 77008 
   713-861-5596 
   www.saecheights.org 
 
   Office Hours:  
   M – F, 9 am to 2 pm 
 

   SCHOOL 
   713-861-2954 
   www.saesintheheights.org 
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SUNDAY  8:30 am   Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
   9:15 am   Nursery Open 
   9:30 am   Education Hour 

         10:30 am     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 2:00 pm   Rhythms of Grace 

 

THURSDAY   9:30 am   Healing Eucharist 

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s 
Trish Mehrkam 

Parish Administrator and  
Ministries Coordinator 

 
Deidre Grawl 

Membership Secretary 
 

Lisa Puccio 
Coordinator for Special Needs 

and Family Formation 
 

John Kirk 

Organist & Choirmaster 
 

Nancy Simpson 
Head of School 

 

THINK GREEN!   
Read The Voice on our website 
 www.saecheights.org/the-voice 

To go “online only” contact 
communications@saecheights.org  

 

http://www.saecheights.org/
http://www.saesintheheights.org/
http://www.saecheights.org/the-voice
mailto:communications@saecheights.org

