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Thank You for 25 Years • by Dr. William H. “Bill” Gilbert

Make a Joyful Noise
in Handbell Choir

I was glad to read this year’s invitation to prepare for Pentecost by thinking about all that we were
grateful to St. Andrew’s for. I can sum up my many years of gratitude to the people and clergy of St.
Andrew’s under the headings of welcome, support, and adoption.

This parish has been most fortunate during my tenure to have all of its rectors and interims and
most of its supply priests be exceptionally able musicians. The rector who hired me, The Rev. John
Binford, did so in spite of my wearing pink pants and a pink sports jacket to my audition, but he was
careful to make the offer contingent on Choir approval. Fortunately, the greater informality of a
Tuesday night choir rehearsal resulted in more neutral attire, and the Choir, with a few dissenting
voices, endorsed my hiring.The parish welcomed not just me as organist/choirmaster but also my wife
Pat Caver and Alex, our second-grader son. We all were quickly enfolded in the parish embrace and
offered ways to take part in church activities. (They always had us at food!)

The support came not just in the form of a most welcome salary, but in the great acceptance and
tolerance of the congregation. Nobody complained about wrong notes I played or hiccups I caused in
the liturgy; instead, everybody expressed appreciation of my efforts. Complaints about selecting unfa-
miliar hymns (or about not selecting someone’s favorite hymn often enough) did occur, but certainly
were not expressed as often or as strongly as they probably were felt. Most comments that I heard were
positive, and if any contrary feelings were expressed outside my hearing, nobody rushed to tell me
about them.

After so many years of positive reinforcement, I came to feel like an adopted son of the parish.
These were the people who had chosen me and had encouraged me and my family to choose them in
return, as we were glad to do. The lovely feeling these years have produced is summed up in a hymn
by Isaac Watts, who refers to church attendance as analogous to eternal life with God. He puns on
“house” to mean both the physical church and the ultimate goal of all hopeful, believing Christians:

Oh may thy house be my abode
And all my works be praise.
There would I f ind a settled rest,
While others go and come;
No more a stranger or a guest,
But like a child at home.

This parish has prefigured Heaven for us. Thank you all for helping us to grow here with you.

Love,

Bill

SAECHEIGHTS.ORG

St . An d rew’s Handbell
Choir is back for another
summer of mu s i cal fun!
Open to older youth and
adults, the group requires no
prior musical experience. Join
our rehearsals on Sundays,
July 5, 12 & 19, following the
10:30 am service in the
Parish Hall. To learn more,
contact Choirmaster Henry
Washington.

End your day with peace-
ful calm with Evening Prayer.
O f fe red on We d n e s d ays at
6:30 pm in the Good
Sh e ph e rd Chapel at St .
Andrews, this 30-minute serv-
ice is simple and moving. On
Friday, July 3, join us for our
monthly Taize service at 6:30
pm. Meditative music, prayers
and candlelight are part of this
special liturgy.

Take a Spiritual
Break

Share God’s Love through Community of Hope 
Community of Hope (COH) is a service of pastoral care based on Benedictine spirituality, and,

simply seeing God in others. A lay pastoral COH caregiver brings God's presence to those in hospi-
tals, nursing homes, hospice, or homebound. During visitation, we put away our problems, agendas
and the need to be in control. We seek instead to be compassionate and respect the spiritual traditions
and culture of any recipient, caretaker or staff member. We maintain the confidentiality of the care-
receiver, and we do not impose our own spirituality. We cannot "fix" or change the situation. This is
when we realize we have to let go of power and control. We are simply being free to be present with
another person.

Continued on Page 3
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Communion To Go
If you are unable to get to

ch u rch because of health or
mobility issues and would like
to share Eucharist with your
p a rish family, please notify
D o ro t hy Yannuzzi at djyan-
nuzzi@comcast.net or call the
church office at 713-861-5596
by Friday. We have trained Lay
E u ch a ristic Visitors who are
ready and able to bring our
Holy Banquet to you.

Food Pantry Needs
You!

June 29 marked the 6th
a n n i ve r s a ry of the Heights
I n t e rfaith Ministries Fo o d
Pa n t ry, l o cated at 3523
Beauchamp. From its incep-
t i on through Fe b ru a ry 2015,
the pantry has served 87,496
individuals. The Pantry is open
for clients f rom 5 - 7 pm on
Thursday evenings and f rom
10 am – 12 pm on Saturdays.
Volunteers of all ages are wel-
c ome on any of these days ,
beginning 30 minutes prior, to
sign in, stock shelves, prepare
bags and baskets, and whatever
else needs to be don e. St .
Andrew's provides a volunteer
crew on the  4th Saturday of
the month ( July 25) and any-
one is welcome to join in the
fun, fellowship and service to
our hungry neighbors.

Dear Friends,
As many of you all have heard by now, our Deacon for the past few years, the Rev. Portia Sweet,

will be reassigned by the Diocese of Texas to another parish. At the time of this writing, I do not
yet know the name of the parish where Portia will be serving, but as soon as we hear that informa-
tion, we will be sure to share with you.

As a Deacon, Portia serves at the Bishop’s request, meaning her “boss” is the Bishop of the
Diocese of Texas, the Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle. Therefore, Bishop Doyle and his staff have been
working with Portia to reassign her to a new ministry setting in greater need of a Deacon than St.
Andrew’s is currently.

While we are sad to see Portia leave St. Andrew’s, we also send her on her way with our prayers
and thanksgivings. Portia has had substantial impact at St. Andrew’s with all of her involvement in
our outreach ministries; from the Boulevard Alliance Mininitry (BAM), Heights Interfaith
Ministries Food Pantry, Houston Heights Towers, and many others. Portia also has done a superb
job organizing our prayers of the people writers, guiding them to write prayers each week that reflect
the needs of our community, nation, and world. Personally, I am grateful for her work here, and hon-
ored to count her as a colleague in ministry.

As a token of St. Andrew’s gratitude to Portia, we will designate all loose plate funds collected
at both the 8:30 and 10:30 am services on July 5 to go to an the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food
Pantry in Portia’s honor. We will also celebrate Portia’s ministry at St. Andrew’s at a reception in the
Parish Hall following the 10:30 am service that day. Please plan on joining us for our farewell cele-
bration.

Transitions are never easy for clergy or for the parishes they are leaving or going to. Please hold
Portia in your thoughts and prayers as she makes a transition to a new chapter of ministry that is full
of promise.

God’s Peace,

From The Rector
Celebrating the Rev. Portia Sweet • By Rector Jimmy Grace

June 16 marked the third anniversary of my ordination to the Holy Order of Deacons. After a
summer hiatus from studies and other preparation, I began my first assignment as Deacon at St.
Andrew’s in the Heights, where you have honored me by sharing your spiritual journeys, your joys
and sorrows, holy moments, stories and fun. It has been such a pleasure and gift to see some of you
come into the Christian fellowship for the first time, to become an active participant in this parish,
to marry, have children, and to bring your children for baptism. We have
weathered storms and celebrated special events together. I found here a
community of caring and generous people, eager to learn and bear witness
to the Christ they worship.

We have also experienced many changes together in this brief period,
and now it is time for another. July 5 will be my last Sunday to worship with
you. I hope my presence among you has been helpful for some, and if it has
caused pain or doubt for others, I seek your forgiveness. I will be assigned to
another parish to continue my own journey and ministry. My destination is
undetermined at this writing, but I fully trust God’s wisdom, which sur-
prised me in the first place with a call to ordained ministry late in life, and
which has guided and equipped me all along the way. I continue to pray for you as I have preached:
that you grow in love for one another and that you are transformed through incarnational service
among your neighbors. Not only my cup, but my saucer, is overflowing with all that you have
brought to my journey and my ministry and you will forever have a special place in my heart.

God's Peace,

Portia

Deacon’s Dialogue  By Rev. Portia Sweet

Come to Social
Activities Fair 
July 12

All are invited to a special
Coffee Hour Sunday, July 12,
after the 10:30 am service to
offer your input on the parish
social ca l e n d a r. Ideas from
f a m i ly game nights to wine
tastings to religious lecture
series are being discussed, but
we need to know what ideas
i n s p i re yo u . Please come to
share your thoughts!
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Children in pre-K through 5th grade are invited to the Chapel for
summer story and fun time with Lisa Puccio. Please join us at 9:30 am on
Sunday mornings for great stories and lots of fun activities. Coming in
July:

July 5 -  Joseph Had a Little Overcoat
July 12 - Frederick
July 19 - Who Has Seen the Wind
July 26 - The Golden Rule

Calling All Kids to Summer Storytime

Biz Loeschman to Serve as Interim 
Youth Ministries Director

In April, St. Andrews began a community conversation about the future of Christian Formation
for our youth. Since that time, a small working group (Greg Bayles, Gina Tuttle, Keith Williams,
Cher Duffin, Lisa Puccio and Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis) has worked to flesh out a vision for our

program and the job description for a new youth minister. The work
of the group began with your input from our April 12 meeting and
the final draft of the group’s recommendations was presented to and
accepted by the vestry on June 14. The members of the group are
excited about the energy around building a strong and vibrant pro-
gram for our youth and the future for families at St. Andrews.

We are pleased that Biz Lo e s ch m a n , a pari s h i oner at St .
Andrew’s since 2000, has accepted an invitation to serve as Interim
Director of Youth Ministries. Beginning in July, Biz will oversee our
youth ministry program, reaching out to youth in the 6th through
12th grades. Our hope is to have a full-time youth minister in place
by January 2016.

A native Houstonian and a cradle Episcopalian, Elizabeth “Biz”
Cobb Loeschman grew up at St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church in Spring Branch and was an
active youth in the Diocese of Texas, from summers at Camp Allen as both a camper and a coun-
selor to Happenings and Mid-Winter Conferences. During her time at St. Andrew’s she has served
the church in multiple capacities: Altar Guild, a lay reader, Sunday School teacher, and the Director
of Children’s Ministries. Biz and her husband Nathan were married at St. Andrew’s in 2000 and have
four children, Claire (13), Graham (10), Henry (7), and Lilybeth (4).

Biz is also a licensed professional counselor and marriage and family therapist. She received her
undergraduate degree from Texas Woman’s University in family studies and her master’s degree in
family therapy. For the past eight years, Biz has worked at Bo’s Place, a local non-profit that provides
bereavement support services to grieving adults and children. Biz currently has a private practice in
the Galleria area.

On her appointment, Biz commented “I am excited to join the staff at St. Andrew’s as the inter-
im Director of Youth Ministries. Working with youth is something that I have always felt called to
do, and the opportunity to serve St. Andrew’s in this way while Jimmy continues his search was an
opportunity I could not pass up. I look forward to supporting our youth in the development of their
relationships with one another, Jesus Christ, and the church. We are going to have a lot of fun, I
promise!”

You’ll learn more about the details of the working group’s report when it is presented to the
parish later this summer. If you have an interest in working with a committee to steer future pro-
grams for children and youth, please contact Lisa Puccio, Coordinator for Special Needs and Family
Faith Formation at lpuccio@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596.

Adorn the Altar
Honor a loved one or spe-

cial occasion with the gift of
altar flowers. A contribution of
$80 will purchase two arrange-
ments for Sunday services, and
donations in any amount are
welcome and will be recognized
in the service bulletin. Choose
your Su n d ay on the Altar
Fl ower Calendar, l o cated on
the bulletin board near the rear
entrance.Then drop your check
in the alms basin or mail to the
ch u rch office—please specify
Altar Flowers on your check.
Contact Elizabeth McCormick
at eamack @ s b ckglobal.net or
832-661-7300 for ad d i t i on a l
information.

Join the Meal Train!
In times of illness, injury

and family need, the gift of a
prepared meal can satisfy both
physical and emotional hunger.
Our Meal Train Ministry is a
simple way to lend a hand with
take-out or home cook i n g.
Contact Martha Gallagher at
mgg0413@gmail.com or 281-
501-2294  if you’d like to get on
board.

Get the Latest

• Let us know if your infor-
mation has changed.

• Sh a re your email ad d re s s
with us to receive schedule
reminders and changes.

• C on t act the ch u rch offi c e
with updates.

Introduce Yourself...
Please weaer your name tag

when attending St. Andrew’s.
Putting a name with a face helps
build our community. For a new
or replacment name tag, contact
the church office.

Got News?
If you have information of

interest to St. Andrew’s, contact
the church office.



Nursery Welcomes
Little Ones

Attention Kroger
Shoppers!

Nursery care is available on
Sunday mornings for children,
from infancy through 3 years
old, from 9:15 am until noon.
The nursery is located to the
right of the ch u rch's main
entrance (to the left if you enter
from the rear parking lot) and
can be found at the far end of
the Oak Table Lo b by. T h e
nursery is staffed by three expe-
rienced nursery caregivers who
h a ve been trained in
Sa fe g u a rding God's Childre n
and the Montessori infant/tod-
dler environment.

I t’s easy to support St .
Andrew’s every time you shop
at Kroger. By enrolling in the
Community Rewards program,
Kroger will donate a portion of
your purchases to support our
m i n i s t ri e s . Visit www. k ro ge r-
communityrewards.com to reg-
ister and link your Kroger Plus
card account to St. Andrew’s
with 83715, our organization
number. If you do not have
computer access and wish to
p a rt i c i p a t e, c on t act Chri s
Barker at 713-868-3952.
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Consider a Classic – Mere Christianity

Sign Up for Summer Training

On July 13, the Spiritual Reading Group will get into C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity. If you are
unfamiliar with this book, it began as a series of radio broadcasts in London during World War II.
It is a really great book (Amazon gushes over it!) You can find the book online, at the public library,
etc. Google the title and one of the top responses is a pdf of the entire book.

We meet on the second Monday of the month, from 6:30 – 8 pm, at St. Andrew’s House. Please
come. If you are unable to attend, you can join the online discussion through our Facebook group-
-SAEC Spiritual Reading Group.

“Sometimes we don’t notice the way God works through us. We just walk the road, doing what
needs to be done,” said Priscilla Burroughs. “My experience has been deep and positive, not only in
the working within this parish and with my fellow Community of Hope members, but in the work-
ings of God within me. This path of spirituality and service offers me a way to serve without over
commitment and stress. It has taught me how to listen with compassion, both to those I serve and
myself.”

COH began when a St. Andrew’s member, who, after receiving pastoral care from a chaplain at
St. Luke's Hospital, asked the chaplain to teach him how to offer support as a lay person. The chap-
lain shared the idea with The Rev. Dr. Helen Appelberg who gave the organization its name and
start. The COH training modules took shape thanks to
efforts of priests, other ministers and lay people in dif-
ferent ministries. The first COH training in 1994 at St.
Luke's hospital included three members from St .
Andrew’s: Dan Cobb, who had the idea, Corinne Dillon
and Helen Jones.

“When asked to consider joining the Community of
Hope, I thought my time for one on one ministry to sick
was over. What I have discovered is how much I am
enriched by those I bring communion to and the deep-
ening relationship that has developed within me as I meet fellow members of the Community of
Hope and the people we visit,” said Jere Pfister. “It has made me aware of the depth of the spiritu-
al life of the St. Andrews community and myself.”

A new COH training is planned to begin in a few months. The required training prepares COH
members to commit to be faithful to prayer and worship, and to follow the rules and duties laid out
in the training. Guest speakers attend classes, co-facilitators offer additional information, and
trainees participate in two visitations led by COH pastoral caregivers. COH training shares knowl-
edge about the theology and identity of pastoral care; listening skills; ministry to seniors and care-
takers; grief and coping with loss; and the pastoral visit, its boundaries and debriefing.

“One enters into COH thinking, 'What can I do for others in my community?' only to quickly
find out that it's what they do for you,” said Elaine Massey. “You get so much more back than what
you can do." As John Ibanez explains, “We walk in the shoes of Jesus because He said “Go!' And,
we go.”

If you are called to walk in the shoes of Jesus through COH, contact Dorothy Yannuzzi at djyan-
nuzzi@comcast.net, 713-862-4192 or 713-469-2886. We invite you to join this caring and close-
knit community of caring at St. Andrew’s.

Continued from Page 1 

Join us Sunday, July 26 after
the 10:30 am service in the
Pa rish Hall to bid a fon d
farewell to Choirmaster Henry
Washington. We invite every-
one to this celebration of his
service to St. Andrew’s.

Community of Hope

Best Wishes Henry!

NewArrrival
Rose Elizabeth Newcomer

April 21, 2015

Daughter of Brittany & 
Eric Newcomer

We are conducting Safeguarding God's Children training Saturday, August 22, from 1-4 pm,
in the Parish Hall. This training is for those who volunteer or work with children at St. Andrew's.
Pre - re g i s t ra t i on is re q u i re d . To sign up, please con t act the ch u rch office at
trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596.



White Linen Night in the Heights is planned for Saturday, August 1 and we will once again raise
funds by providing convenient parking for the event. Volunteers are needed to work the lot from 4-
8 pm that evening. This is easy duty - bring a lawn chair and some cool drinks and give an hour or
two of your time. Contact Todd Saha at tsaha39@msn.com if you’d like to help.

Work the Lot on White Linen Night

Join Us at Alli’s July 28
Drop the following in our

Oak Table Lobby:
Sack Lunch Supplies – sign

up to contribute needed items
on the bulletin board in the rear
entry hall

Clothing & Eye g l a s s e s –
clean, gently used clothing for
men, women and children and
used eyeglasses benefit Lord of
the Streets mission in Midtown.

Adult Diapers – given to
elders in need in collaboration
with Heights Church of Christ.

Food – Non-perishable sta-
ples are delive red to Heights
I n t e rfaith Ministries Fo o d
Pantry.

Egg Cartons – Empty car-
t ons are taken to Heights
I n t e rfaith Ministries Fo o d
Pantry.

Personal Hygiene Items –
travel size toiletries are given to
Heights Christian Church to
assist our neighbors on the
streets.

Used Batteries – collected
and taken for appropriate recy-
cling.

Donation Depot
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Addie's 50+ Tour Group will hit the road for another great tour Wednesday, July 15 to the his-
toric Bishop's Palace in Galveston. The group will leave on a free Harris County bus from St
Andrew’s parking lot at 9 am sharp, travel to Bishop's Palace and then to Miller’s on the seawall for
a “buy your own” lunch. If time permits, we will see the "Great Storm" movie and a driftwood sculp-
ture exhibit. There will be extra charges for most tour stops, so bring extra cash. All parishioners,
neighbors and friends age 50 or older are invited for some fresh air and history. Contact Addie
Smith at 713-686-1081 or Dean Swanson at swansonad@sbcglobal.net to save your seat for this
great trip! 

50+? Don’t Miss the Bus July 15!

Want more time to reflect on
the Gospel appointed for each
Su n d ay? The Adult Fo ru m
gathers in the Library at 9:30
am between services to contem-
plate the Gospel with the help
of resources prepared by Biblical
s cholars for lay people. T h e
group has a chance to learn and
discuss while growing in under-
standing of God’s word. All are
welcome to bring their thoughts
and questions to this gathering.

Discuss the Gospel
On Sundays

United Thank Offering (UTO) Continues
Thanks to all who supported our recent UTO campaign. Hopefully the exercise of dropping a

coin into the little box with each thought of gratitude helped us become more aware of the many
gifts God gives and of the abundance in which He has us live. The May 31 In-gathering brought in
excess of $800.00! When combined with funds collected across the Episcopal Church, UTO makes
mission grants for things such as wells for clean water, stipends for missionaries (domestic and for-
eign), and health care initiatives in underserved areas.

Our next UTO campaign has already begun. If you did not keep your "Blue Box", pick up anoth-
er in the Narthex or at the other entrance to the Nave. The next In-gathering will be Sunday,
November 29. The UTO team welcomes anyone that wishes to be included in this ministry. If that
is YOU, please contact John Ibanez or Elspeth Hixson.

Mae Elizabeth Davis
Daughter of Sandi & Stephen Davis

Morgan Isabel Hiers
Daughter of Todd Hiers & Marguerite Jurilla

Straiton Cole Cameron
Son of Sydney & Stanley Cameron

Warren Godwin
Son of Sarah & David Godwin

Stanley Walter Cameron

Baptized • May 24, 2015

Bring the gang to Alli’s Pizzaria, 350 W. 19th St., on Tuesday, July 28 at 6:30 pm for a fun and
family-friendly St. Andrew’s Night Out. Get to know other parishioners and enjoy delicious pizza,
pasta, sandwiches and salads. Kids eat free!


