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Discover Taize June 3

Celebrate Father’s Day at Luncheon June 19

 We celebrate Taizé  on first Fridays at 6:30 pm and all are invited to share in this special spiri-
tual service. Taizé  worship is a peaceful way to pray, using simple musical chants, silent meditation 
and scripture readings. This service includes candlelight, prayers, readings, silence and soft music. 
Taizé  offers a wonderful opportunity to be quiet and center on the Lord. Come as you are and 
listen. 

 The Newcomer Committee invites all newcomers and their fam-
ilies (and any old timers who feel like newcomers) to an open house 
at the home of Rev. Jimmy and Marla Grace. Beverages and food for 
adults and kids will be served.

Tuesday, June 7 • 6-8 pm
1643 Arlington
RSVP by June 2 to Martha Gallagher 281-501-2294 or mgg0413@gmail.com

You’re Invited to Party June 7

 Honor the dads in your life and join us for a casual summer luncheon on Father’s Day, Sunday 
June 19. We’ll enjoy something good from the grill and all the fixings. Wash it all down with a cold 
beverage. Join us in the Parish Hall immediately following the 10:30 am service. If you’d like to 
lend a hand with set-up or clean-up, contact Elaine Massey at hmassey92@comcast.net

 As a gay closeted teenager, these words would have given me a great deal of hope.  But in the communi-
ty I grew up in, I heard that gays were sick individuals that were going straight to hell. Hearing this rhetoric 
throughout my youth forced me deeper in the closet. And while in that dark place, my self-confidence 
suffered, I felt insignificant and not worthy of anyone’s love including God’s. 
 Being bullied throughout my youth reinforced these ideas hurting my self-confidence even further.  My 
grades suffered and I was scared of attempting anything that would challenge me for fear of failure.  
 My story has a happy ending though.  I have a career that I love, a husband that loves me uncondi-
tionally and four daughters, three sons-in-law, and two grandchildren that bring me great joy. And I’m a 
member of an incredible church community that accepts me as I am. 
 I am one of the lucky ones. There are teens today in the LGBTQ community that are not so lucky. 
They suffer from hatred and a lack of understanding. Negative ranting from elected officials, church leaders 
and individuals unwilling to understand and accept others for being different, have made life for LGBTQ teens difficult at best. 
Individuals who try to mask who they are because of fear and retribution will ultimately suffer from self hate and an inability to 
feel loved by God.  
 We as a community should affirm our acceptance of LGBTQ youth enabling these individuals to become the persons God 
truly intended. In so doing, this will enable an entire generation of LGBTQ teens to grow and find their places and purposes in 
life and in the church community.    
 On Sunday June 26 the vestry has unanimously approved the participation of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in the nationwide 
affirmation of LGBTQ youth. Ours is one of more than 5,800 faith communities that declare the sacred dignity and worth of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender people and relationships. St. Andrew’s will observe our commitment to our LGBTQ youth on June 26 and 
on social media at #presentperfect.

Present Perfect Proclaimed on June 26
“You are perfect, just as you are.” 
by Ray Purser



All About the Ambry 
 The ambry is simply a recessed cabinet in the wall of a church for storing certain items 

commonly used in the Eucharist. “Ambry” comes from the Latin word 
“armarium” which is simply “a place for keeping tools.” You can think 
of the ambry as a convenient “tool box” in the church where there are 
kept certain items that clergy use for the Eucharist. In many Episcopal 
churches today, the ambry is where the reserved sacrament is kept. At 
St. Andrew’s the reserved sacrament is simply the communion hosts that 
have been blessed but not yet consumed. In other churches, wine that was 
blessed but not consumed is also kept in the ambry. It is also common 
that a candle called a “presence candle” is kept perpetually lit by the amb-
ry. At St. Andrew’s, the presence candle is immediately above the ambry.
 As far as I know, the original ambry at St. Andrew’s is located in the 

center of the reredos (which is the wood paneling behind the altar upon which the Christus Rex 
hangs). I believe that this is more or less the traditional setting of the ambry, but wasn’t sure, so 
I wanted to check in with the Rev. Barbara Lewis, former Rector of St. Andrew’s. 
 Barbara told me that at some point she decided to move the amb-
ry from the center of the reredos so that it would be closer to the pres-
ence candle. At that time, the presence candle hung from the ceiling, 
just left of the reredos. There the ambry remained for some time, until 
recently, when our fabled ambry has moved yet again.
 The ambry has now returned to its original location, with the 
presence candle placed immediately above it. The reasons for moving 
the ambry are several: its central location is a more prominent place 
for this holy sacrament to reside;  it is easier for the priest to access it 
during service; and it also frees up the side table where other items 
used in the service now reside.
 As always, if you have any questions about the ambry, or any other 
aspect of the church, please feel free to ask!

God’s Peace,

From the Rector 
by The Rev. Jimmy Grace
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Don’t Miss Coffee Time!
 Every Sunday, you’re invited to join the fun after the 10:30 am service as we enjoy Coffee 
Time in the Parish Hall. This casual gathering is a time to visit with old friends and meet new 
ones while enjoying snacks, coffee and other beverages. St. Andrew’s ministry teams and indi-
vidual parishioners host our time together each Sunday. Weekly hosts are assisted by our vestry 
person of the day, and it’s recommended that two to four people share the hosting task each 
week. Whether you’re a host or a guest, we hope you all will enjoy this wonderful time together.
Summer Hosts are Needed 
 There are opportunities every Sunday in July, most Sundays in August and various dates 
throughout the remainder of the year. This is a wonderful way to introduce your ministry and 
what you do. Won’t you consider hosting Coffee Time? Check the Parish Hall for the Coffee 
Host sign-up sheets or contact Trish Mehrkam at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-861-
5596. 

Altar Flowers 
Given to the 

Glory of God:
May 1 
by Cathey Harrison in mem-
ory of Rev. John Binford
May 8 
by Steve Runner
May 15
by Olivia Jordan in thanks 
for Lay Eucharist Visitors and 
Meal Train
May 22
by Deidre Grawl in thanks-
giving for Rebecca and our 
wedding anniversary and in 
remembrance of Paul Amash 
by Ed & Sue Amash
May 29
Given to the glory of God

Baptized
Natalya Leya Maayah

Daughter of
Kendra & Allaa Maayah

Rose Elizabeth Newcomer
Daughter of 

Brittney & Eric Newcomer

In Memoriam
Paul Jiries Amash

August 1, 1933 -
April 20, 2016



 It’s easy to support St. 
Andrew’s every time you 
shop at Kroger. By enrolling 
in the Community Rewards 
program, Kroger will donate 
a portion of your purchas-
es to support our ministries. 
Visit www.krogercommu-
nityrewards.com to register 
and link your Kroger Plus 
card account to St. Andrew’s 
with 83715, our organization 
number. If you do not have 
computer access and wish 
to participate, contact Chris 
Barker at 713-868-3952.

Attention Kroger 
Shoppers
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Planning for Our Future  
by The Rev. Jimmy Grace

Think Green!

 For those who were unable to attend the building up-
date sessions in May, here is a synopsis of what was shared.
 In April, Steve Runner and I met with the Treasurer 
of the Diocese and other members of the Church Corpo-
ration to share information about a possible new building 
at St. Andrew’s that would give the church more classroom 
and meeting space and also expand the school.  
 The plan called for a tear down of 13,000 square 

feet (essentially everything excluding the nave and St. Andrew’s House). A new approximately 
21,000 square foot building would be constructed. The anticipated cost of the whole project 
was around $8-8.5 million dollars. We thought that the school would be able to handle approx-
imately $5-$6 million of that amount, with the remainder (about $2.5-$3.5 million dollars) 
raised through foundation grants, and some parish and school donations.
 The Diocese responded with a letter, which I shared with the Vestry, School Board and 
Building Committee. If you would like to read the letter, please contact Trish Mehrkam, Parish 
Administrator, and she will be happy to send it to you. In essence, the letter said the following:

• The Diocese was unable to support a scenario with the school borrowing $5-$6 million 
dollars on a 30-year note.  

• The size and space dedicated to the school in the proposed new building would limit 
the future growth and flexibility of the church.

• The Diocese questioned what the maximum school enrollment should be.
• The Diocese had a few questions about site details (parking, bathrooms, etc.)

 So, what’s next? Over the course of the summer, I will be meeting with each ministry group 
at St. Andrew’s to learn what their needs are, and what dreams or plans they might have for the 
years to come. In the fall, the entire parish will be invited to a series of gatherings where we will 
review our mission and core values. During this time, we will consider if our mission and core 
values need to be updated, and if so, what those revisions might look like. We will also ask our-
selves the following questions:

• What do we believe God is calling St. Andrew’s to do?
• What are the needs of our neighborhood?
• What is our vision for St. Andrew’s in five, ten years from now?
• What building needs do we have in order to fulfill God’s mission at St. Andrew’s Church 

and School?
 In short, we are not going to put together another concept without your input, neither is 
the Vestry or School Board going to dictate a concept.  We want to make sure that we get your 
thoughts, and that your voice is heard as we dream together about what our next chapter in the 
life of St. Andrew’s looks like.  The Diocese wants to see St. Andrew’s Church and School suc-
ceed, and they are walking with us on this journey.  

Did you know you can read The Voice on our website? Issues are posted 
each month at www.saecheights.org/the-voice/ To go “online-only,” contact 
communications@saecheights.org or call 713-681-5596.

 

Our Building Committee in-
cludes:

Jimmy Grace
Rector
Nancy Simpson
Head of School, SAES
Rick Kellogg
Treasurer, Southwestern 
Association of Episcopal 
Schools
Steve Runner
Sr. Warden, SAEC
Elaine Massey
SAEC
Chris Barker
SAEC
Sarrah Moseley
SAEC
Richard Quarles
SAEC
Erin Craig
SAES
Shayn Robinson 
SAEC
David Webber
SAEC

If you have building-relat-
ed questions, please email 
building@saecheights.org 

Building Update



  Youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to be a part of The Parlor youth community. 
During the summer, The Parlor continues the Sunday morning d365 Bible devotional with inter-
esting reflections, fun art responses and of course, donuts. We meet in St. Andrew’s House (back 
door entrance) at 9:30 am. 

  On the Second Sunday we take a break to join the entire parish for breakfast in the Parish Hall. 
All youth are encouraged to come and be a part of the conversation.

  Children & Youth at St. Andrew’s
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Nursery Welcomes Little Ones

Spend Summer in the Parlor 

Summer Sunday Mornings 
9:30-10:30 am - June 5, 19, 26, July 3, 17, 24, 31
Stories and art for PreK through 5th grade

 This summer children respond to Bible stories through a variety of different art mediums and are challenged to explore how 
to see stories in a new way. The group will meet in different spaces on the church campus each week for this very interactive hour.

June 5 - God’s Creation (painting)
June 12 - 2nd Sunday Breakfast – no class
June 19 - The Woman at the Well (“stone” sculpture)
June 26  - Forty Years in the Desert (collage)

My Hands, My Heart • Summer Art Camp 

 The St. Andrew's Nursery is available from 9:15 am until noon every Sunday for infants 
through 3 years and is located on the first floor just beyond the Oak Table Room. Our profes-
sional caregivers provide a safe and caring environment to nurture our youngest children. Along 
with age appropriate classroom materials, we offer Seasons of the Spirit Bible stories and activities 
for toddlers. 

 The end of the school year always indicates that summer is right around the 
corner, and yet we are still celebrating spring with our garden in the Early Child-
hood environment. They have grown radishes, peas, basil, tomatoes, lettuce and 
kohlrabi. The Toddler environments have been fascinated with the transforma-
tion process of a caterpillar to a butterfly.  
 Although our school is a year-round program, SAES has its own style of cel-
ebrating summer during June, July and August. While maintaining a Montessori 
environment, we add a lot of outdoor water play and “field trips”. Our field trips are unique and don’t require any travel. Instead, 
we bring new things to the children. With the theme “All Creatures Great and Small” we will bring in several exciting field trips 
including Bugs on Wheels, Wildlife on Wheels, a Petting Zoo and a Bee Keeper. Each child enrolled will receive a free T-shirt, 
too. The summer program will start June 6, and we will keep our regular hours Monday - Friday.  
 There are a few changes in our staffing:  Cindy Babbitt is not only our own artist in residence, but she will resume her 
movement classes this summer, taking the place of Lydia Lege who taught movement this past year in addition to working in the 
Toddler 2 environment. We welcome Gredel Blanco to the Toddler 1 environment. Gredel will be working with Mari Matthews. 
Starting in June, Michelle Balch is taking time off to prepare for and then be with her new baby who is due to arrive in late June.

SAES Ready for Summer 
by Nancy Simpson, Head of School
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Donation Depot
Drop the following in our 
Oak Table Lobby:
Sack Lunch Supplies 
Sign up to contribute need-
ed items on the bulletin 
board in the rear entry hall
Clothing & Eyeglasses 
Clean, gently used cloth-
ing for men, women and  
children and used eyeglasses 
benefit Lord of the Streets 
church in Midtown
Adult Diapers
Given to elders in need in 
collaboration with Heights 
Church of Christ
Food
Non-perishable staples are 
delivered to Heights Inter-
faith Ministries Food Pantry 
Egg Cartons
Empty cartons are taken to 
Heights Interfaith Ministries 
Food Pantry
Personal Hygiene Items
Travel size toiletries are given 
to Heights Christian Church 
to assist our neighbors on 
the streets
Used Batteries
Collected and taken for ap-
propriate recycling

 In anticipation of Bishop Duncan’s visit October 23, an Inquirer’s Class series for adults is 
scheduled for Sunday mornings beginning September 4 and running through October 16.  Each 
class will meet from 9:30 - 10:20 am in St. Andrew’s House. To register, please contact Trish 
Mehrkam, Parish Administrator, at 713-861-5596 or at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org. The 
class will cover the topics listed below, and is open to anyone interested in learning more about 
the Episcopal Church or being confirmed or received by the Bishop. 

September 4 - The Hebrew Bible
September 18 - The New Testament
September 25 - Church History
October 2 - The Book of Common Prayer 
October 16 -  Q & A about the Episcopal Church, Confirmation, Reception

Join St. Andrew’s through Confirmation

 On June 13 at 6:30 pm, the Spiritual Book Club continues a discussion of Living into Com-
munity by Christine Pohl. We will finish the first section of the book, Embracing Gratitude as 
a Way of Life and begin consideration of the second section, Making and Keeping Promises. In 
this book, Christine Pohl explores four specific Christian practices: gratitude, promise-keeping, 
truth-telling and hospitality, that can strengthen a church and help churches and individuals 
build and sustain vibrant communities. Pohl writes of the Biblical and theological dimensions of 
these practices and the complications involved in attempting to practice them in contemporary 
Western cultures. She also discusses the destructive deformations that oppose these practices--en-
vy, grumbling, betrayal, deception and exclusion. This book is a wonderful read for all Christians, 
even if you are not able to participate with the Book Club. 
 The Spiritual Book Club meets on the second Monday of the month at St. Andrew’s House, 
and all are invited. If you are unable to attend the meetings, you can participate in our online 
discussion, monitored by John Grothues or John Ibanez, by joining the Facebook group SAEC 
Spiritual Reading Group.

Consider Living into Community in Spiritual Book Club

 The Heights Interfaith Ministries (HIM) Food Pantry, located at 3523 Beuchamp, serves an 
average of 100 families each week--neighbors in need who reside in ZIP codes 77007, 77008, 
77009 and 77022. The Food Pantry is 100% volunteer-operated and administered. Their mission 
is to provide generous, nutritious groceries to all who seek help. 

How Can You Support the Pantry’s Mission?
 St. Andrew’s provides a team of volunteers for the HIM Food Pantry on the fourth Saturday 
of each month from 10 am to noon. Volunteers help in many ways: registering clients, stocking 
shelves, preparing bags and baskets and assisting with other duties as needed. Individuals of all 
ages and abilities are welcome to join in this fellowship and service to our neighbors in need. 
There’s no need to sign up in advance. Just show up and lend a hand. 
 If you would like to help, but are not able to volunteer, St. Andrew’s collects non-perishable 
items that are donated to help stock the shelves at the pantry. Canned goods, peanut butter, pasta, 
spaghetti sauce, dried fruit, dry cereal, oatmeal, bar soap, baby food, diapers and toilet paper are 
all in high demand. Donations may be placed in the cart located in the Oak Table Room.

Serve at Heights Food Pantry June 25 Share Your St.  
Andrew's Photos
 The communications 
team is looking for photos 
of our parish life, so if you've 
captured some special mo-
ments, please share them 
with us. Send your photos 
to communications@sae-
cheights.org or share via 
Dropbox or Google Drive.
If you’re serving the com-
munity with a St. Andrew's 
group, attending Second 
Sunday Breakfast with your 
friends or visiting after the 
service, take some photos 
and then share them.



From the Associate Rector
by The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis• Let us know if your  

 information has changed.
• Share your email address  
 to receive schedule re - 
 minders and changes.
• Contact the church  
 office with updates.
Introduce Yourself...
 Please wear your name tag 
when attending St. Andrew’s. 
Putting a name with a face 
helps build our communi-
ty. For a new or replacement 
name tag, contact the church 
office.
Got News?
 If you have information 
of interest to St. Andrew’s, 
contact the church office. 

Get the Latest

 In times of illness, injury 
and family need, the gift of 
a prepared meal can satisfy 
both physical and emotion-
al hunger. Our Meal Train 
Ministry is a simple way to 
lend a hand with take-out or 
home cooking. Contact Mar-
tha Gallagher at mgg0413@
gmail.com or 281-501-2294  
if you’d like to get on board. 

Join the Meal Train
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Get on the Bus for Great Day Trips!
 
 Addie’s 50+ Tours will travel to Galveston on Wednesday, June 15. A trip is also planned for 
Wednesday, July 16 with details to be determined. Departure time for all events is 8:30 am with 
the Harris County Precinct bus leaving the church parking lot at the corner of Yale and 19th 
Streets. Trips are open to anyone age 50 or older. Questions? Contact Dean Swanson at tourhts@
gmail.com or Addie Smith at 832-986-5378.

Adorn Our Altar
 The gift of weekly altar flowers is a wonderful way to remember a loved one or special occa-
sion. A contribution of $80 purchases two arrangements for Sunday services, and donations in 
any amount are appreciated and acknowledged. See the bulletin board in the rear entry hallway 
for the Altar Flower Calendar and sign up for any Sunday. Drop your check in the collection 
plate or mail to the church office—please specify “Altar Flowers” on your check. Contact Eliza-
beth McCormick at eamack@sbcglobal.net or 832-661-7300 for more details. 

 If you are unable to at-
tend church because of health 
or mobility issues and would 
like to share Eucharist with 
your parish family, please 
notify Dorothy Yannuzzi at 
djyannuzzi@comcast.net or 
call the church office at 713-
861-5596 by Friday. We have 
trained Lay Eucharistic Vis-
itors who are ready and able 
to bring our Holy Banquet to 
you. 

Communion 
Available To Go

 Iftar – the Arabic word for ‘breakfast’ – is the name associated with the 
evening meal used to break the Muslim fast each evening during Ramadan.  
On Thursday, June 16, women of all faiths are invited to gather for a shared 
Iftar meal of learning and conversation at Christ Church Cathedral. It is 
through interfaith friendship that we dare to ask the questions we have 
wanted to ask. We can do this, because in the spirit of friendship we offer 
one another safety and respect.
 The event known as Pink Iftar will be the fourth of its kind in Hous-
ton, beginning with registration at 7 pm followed by a formal presentation 
at 7:30 pm. A meal will then be shared at tables of 10, and these will be 
seated to include women of multiple faiths. At each table at least two wom-
en from the Muslim tradition will be prepared to receive questions. “What is Ramadan? What is 
expected of women in Islam?” There are varied responses to such inquiries. Just as Christians are 
diverse in theology, philosophy, habit and world view, the same is true of our Muslim brothers 
and sisters.
 I hope some of you women of St. Andrew’s will consider joining me for this event.  Tickets 
are $25. Checks should be payable to the Rothko Chapel, and scholarships are available. Please 
be in touch with me if you are interested in attending. Email cbaldwin-mcginnis@saecheights.
org or call 713-861-5596.

 The St. Andrew’s vestry will hold a mid-year planning session in June. As part of this meet-
ing, the calendar of events for the remainder of 2016 will be reviewed. If your ministry or group 
has events or meetings that should be included in this review, please contact your vestry liaison 
or the church office at 713-861-5596.

Got Plans?

 On Sundays, July 3 and August 7, everyone is welcome to join the summer choir! Organ-
ist/Choirmaster John Kirk will hold an open rehearsal at 9:30 am in the choir room and those 
attending will sing as the choir at the 10:30 am service. The summer choir is open to everyone 
from age 8 and up, and no musical or singing experience or knowledge is required. Consider this 
opportunity to see the service from a different perspective and learn about singing! Contact John 
Kirk at jkirk@saecheights.org if you have any questions.

Summer Choir at St. Andrew’s
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Grow with Adult Education Programs
Questioning the Answers – 9:30 am, Parish Hall
 Change is a constant at every level of Western life today, and the Church is dealt no exemption. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis 
and Jimmy Grace will lead a conversation about the nature of change, how to understand it and the emotions it provokes. Space 
will be made to explore our diverse experiences through story-telling and visual art.

June 5 – The nature of change and how to understand it
June 12 – Second Sunday Breakfast
June 19 – Anxiety and grief: our natural response to change
June 26 – Our stories and experiences shared while creating art together

Adult Forum – 9:30 am, Library
 This small discussion group focuses on the weekly Gospel lesson or other current topics. The group uses resources prepared 
by Biblical scholars for lay people to learn and discuss while growing in understanding God’s word.

Financial Snapshot 
As of April 30, 2016 
     April    Year to Date
Category  Actual Budget  Actual Budget %YTD Budget
Pledge Payments  $27,826  $36,850   $125,513 $147,400    85%
Non-Pledge Payments     4,810          2,083      19,815              8,332  238%
Loose Currency          1,000            833             4,559                3,332  137%
Ryhthms of Grace               223               167                 1,166          664  176%    
    ______________________  ______________________________________
Total Plate  $33,859  $39,993                $151,053 $159,728    95%
Other Income      6,417         9,454        35,423          25,408  139%
    ______________________  ______________________________________
TOTAL RECEIPTS $40,276  $49,387   $186,476 $185,136  101%
EXPENDITURES   32,102     42,330       165,682   181,906    91%

Review of Actual to Budget:
• YTD Operating Income is approximately $1,300 (15) over budget
• YTD Operating Expenses are approximately $16,000 (9%) under budget

 Thanks to our Children’s Choir for 
making our Mother’s Day even more spe-
cial, and thanks to all who participated!

A Wonderful Mother’s Day Gift! 

 Save the date for the Episcopal Night at the Ballpark on Friday, July 1. The 
game, pitting the Astros against the Chicago White Sox, begins at 7:10 pm at Min-
ute Maid Park. Thanks to PJ Arendt-Ford and Lisa Mustacchia for coordinating 
this outing, and watch your weekly emails and Sunday announcements for infor-
mation about tickets and pre-game events.

Take Me Out to the Ball Game! 
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008

Non-Profit
Organ. U.S.
Postage 

Paid
Houston, Texas
Permit 2382

SUNDAY  8:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I
   9:15 am  Nursery Open
   9:30 am  Education Hour
              10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
        2 pm Rhythms of Grace

WEDNESDAY               6:30 pm Evening Prayer

THURSDAY              9:30 am  Healing Eucharist
             10:15 am  Bible Study

FIRST FRIDAY              6:30 pm Taize Service
OF THE MONTH 

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s 
CHURCH
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-5596
trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org
saecheights.org
Office Hours:  
M - F, 9 am to 2 pm

SCHOOL
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-2954
standrewsschool@saesintheheights.
org
saecintheheights.org

Trish Mehrkam
Parish Administrator

Deidre Grawl
Membership Secretary

Lisa Puccio
Coordinator for Special Needs and 

Family Formation

John Kirk 
Organist & Choirmaster

Nancy Simpson
Head of School

Bill Gilbert
Organist Emeritus
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The Rev. James M. L. Grace
Rector

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis
Associate Rector

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.
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