
 

Party with 
Newcomers  

June 6! 
The Newcomer 
Committee invites all 
newcomers and their 
families (and anyone 
feeling new!) to an open 
house at the home of 
Rev. Jimmy and Marla 
Grace. Come meet, 
mingle and make 
connections! 
 
Tuesday, June 6, 6-8 pm 

1643 Arlington 
RSVP by June 2 to 
Martha Gallagher at 

281-501-2294 or 
mgg0413@gmail.com 
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Celebrate Pentecost June 4 
The festival Eucharist of Pentecost has layered imagery and 
associations; fire, tongues, multiculturalism, spiritual gifts for 
understanding, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the 
consecration of the church for healing acts. On Pentecost 
Sunday at 10:30 am, we will highlight such themes with a 
Eucharist service that will be both familiar and unfamiliar.  What 
we have added are opening prayers from the Episcopal and 
Methodist priestly ordination rites along with Pentecost prayer 
language from the New Zealand Prayer Book of the Anglican 
tradition. The remainder of the service, including the Eucharistic 
prayer, should feel familiar as most of it comes directly from the 1979 Book 
of Common Prayer. Why do this? Won’t it be disruptive? While it will likely 
feel disruptive to some, it will also feel renewing to others. As we live into St. 
Andrew’s commitment to the Episcopal tradition, we seek discrete 
opportunities to complement our regular habits with the occasional 
alternative experience. A desire to explore variety in worship surfaced in our 
parish visioning process. By periodically trying something new, we may 
identify additional ways of praying that energize us for ministry. The 8:30 am 
and 2 pm services will have no alterations on Pentecost Sunday, and it is 
appropriate at any hour to wear red! Enjoy the day! 
 

 

Join Us for Father’s Day June 18 

All are invited to celebrate Father’s Day on June 18 during 
coffee time hosted by a number of our St. Andrew’s dads. 
Richard Quarles, Walt Cameron, Ben Gibbs, Jimmy Grace, 
John Alexander and others will share their favorite “dad” 
dishes. Come for the cheese enchiladas and stay for the 
shrimp, pulled pork sliders, cole slaw and cold beverages! 
Join us in the Parish Hall following the 10:30 am service. 
 

 

Women Invited to Pink Iftar 
Dinner 
Presented by the Hines Center and 
Women’s Interfaith Table of Houston 
(WITH), the 5th Annual Pink Iftar is the 
only program of its kind in Houston. 
Women of Muslim faith backgrounds 
gather with women of other faith 
traditions to enjoy a wonderful meal 

and break the fast during the holy month of Ramadan. This year’s event is 
Thursday, June 8 at 7 pm at Christ Church Cathedral. Tickets, available at 
hinescenter.org, are $40 per person or $320 for a table of eight.  

  

Breakfast is 
Served June 11 

The Second Sunday 
Breakfast Crew will be in 
the kitchen Sunday, June 
11, serving a hot, home 
cooked breakfast at 9:30 
am. Everyone is welcome 
to join us for breakfast 
and fellowship. 
 

 
 

 

 Thanks to  

Summerhouse for 
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Serving adults with 
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the Houston Heights 
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Faith In Practice: Mission to Guatemala 
April 1- 8, 2017 
By Dr. John Boon 
 
I have been going to Guatemala for the past 
five years with Faith in Practice, a very well 
organized and efficient organization that only 
works in Guatemala. This year we flew on a 
medical mission to Guatemala City on April 1. 
We took a team of urologists, gynecologists, 
general surgeons, ENT surgeons and plastic 
surgeons. The local village teams have 
patients lined up for us to see. The local 
primary care physicians triage the patients 
extremely well, and the majority of the patients need surgery.  
  
The population of Guatemala is 16.3 million, and there are only nine 
hospitals in the country. Faith in Practice is an organization which provides 
year-round medical teams to help serve the medical needs of the poor in 
Guatemala. After arrival in Guatemala City, we took a bus to La Antigua 
Guatemala to Las Obras Sociales de Santo Hermano Pedro hospital, 
which is a Catholic charity hospital in La Antigua, where we operated on 
patients for four days. We do a variety of operations including surgery for 
enlarged prostate, cancer, cleft lip and palate, tonsils/sinus, GYN surgery, 
hernias, and anything else that may walk through the door. Our team 
typically performs around 90 to 100 operations. We were down two 
surgeons this year, so we performed 60 operations. The patients are 
amazing people and most are Mayan. They typically travel anywhere from 
four to 12 hours to get care. Faith in Practice provides the medical care, 
transportation, food and lodging for the patients and their families.  
 
La Antigua, Guatemala is a small town in the mountains. The population is 
around 45,000 people. La Antigua hosts the largest Lent procession in the 
western hemisphere. Approximately 500,000 people ascend to the town 
for the Lent processions and for Semana Santa. We typically schedule our 
mission around this time so that we can participate in the procession. The 
parade floats are carried on the backs of the people, and women carry the 
Virgin Mary float. If you enter the streets during the procession, you have 
no choice but to move with the crowd. The experience is powerful! For 
more information about the organization, visit www.faithinpractice.org. 
 

 
Help Fill Our Sack Lunches 

St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch Program needs items to fill more than 300 sack 
lunches for the hungry in our community each month. Look for the sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entry hall. Once your items are 
placed in the Parish Hall kitchen, please put a check mark by your name 
to let us know your items have been delivered. Items for sack lunches are 
due by the first Sunday each month. Monetary donations are also 
welcome - simply write Sack Lunches in the memo line of your check and 
place in the collection plate on Sunday. If you have questions, please 
contact Mary McFaden (marymcfaden@hotmail.com / 281-639-1642) or 
Casey McFaden (cpm5@georgetown.edu / 713-906-3325). Thanks for 
your continued support of this wonderful outreach ministry! 

Give Laundry Love 

July 9 

Join Carissa Baldwin-
McGinnis at noon as she 
celebrates a Spanish 
language Eucharist at 
Timber Oaks Wash and 
Dry (26724 I-45, Spring 
TX). Carissa will serve as 
supply priest for St. 
Isidore’s, a missionary 
community of the 
Episcopal Diocese of 
Texas. St. Andrew’s 
parishioner Angela 
Beeson has ministered 
as part of St. Isidore’s 
Laundry Love team and 
will assist Carissa in 
worship. Laundry Love is 
an opportunity for free 
fellowship, food, haircuts, 
physician consultation 
and laundry for all 
present in a “no strings 
attached” ministry model. 
Contact Carissa at 
cbaldwinmcginnis@ 
saecheights.org to learn 
more.  
 

 

Tour MAM June 15 
To inform our outreach 
ministry, we are touring 
shelters, service 
agencies and food banks 
to which we refer those 
served by our sack lunch 
program. On Thursday, 
June 15 at 10 am, join us 
for a tour of Memorial 
Area Ministries (MAM). 
We will meet at St. 
Andrew’s House at 9:30 
am. Visit 
www.maministries.org to 
learn more about MAM, 
and contact Trish 
Mehrkam if you would 
like to participate at 
trish.mehrkam@ 
saecheights.org or  
713-861-5596.  
 

http://www.faithinpractice.org/
mailto:marymcfaden@hotmail.com
mailto:cpm5@georgetown.edu
http://www.maministries.org/
mailto:trish.mehrkam@%20saecheights.org
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From the Rector 

by The Rev. Jimmy Grace  
 
A Pentecost church manages to hold enough trust in 
God’s wild Spirit to believe that God is at work in the 
unfamiliar, in the chaos, outside the boundaries we 
impose, bringing new life and new hope to a world that 
sorely needs it.  -- Shannon Johnson Kershner 
 

On the first Sunday in June we will celebrate Pentecost. “Pentecost” is a Greek 
word which literally means “fiftieth day.” In the Book of Acts, the Pentecost 
story is told in chapter two. In the story, Jesus’ disciples gathered on fiftieth day 
after Passover. They were meeting together in a room when suddenly “a 
violent wind…filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them” (Acts 
2:2-3).   
 
The story continues to describe how each of the disciples was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and how they began to speak in languages not known to them. The 
story itself is miraculous, and the coming of the Holy Spirit represents for us the 
birth of the church. Throughout the church, Pentecost is considered the second 
most important festival day in the church after Easter.   
 
In the church we use different colors to mark the passage of time, and on 
Pentecost, the color is red, to remind us of the fire-like spirit encountered by 
the disciples. At St. Andrew’s on Pentecost come prepared to hear different 
languages reading the story from Acts described above. On that Sunday we 
will embrace liturgy from our larger communion and invite the Spirit to be 
present among us. Oh, and we will have cake afterwards (It is a birthday, after 
all)! 
 
God’s Pace 

  
 

 

Discuss Things Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality   

The Spiritual Reading Group continues to discuss Things 
Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality, by Richard Rohr, and we invite 
you to join the conversation. In this book, Richard Rohr looks at 
the development of some of Scripture’s central themes, and 
how this impacts individuality and church spirituality today. We 
will discuss chapters 5-7 on Monday, June 12, at 6:30 pm in St. 
Andrew's House. If you are unable to attend, you can join online 
on the Facebook page SAEC Spiritual Reading Group. 
 

 

Come Upstairs for Coffee Time! 
Every Sunday, you’re invited to join us after the 10:30 am service for Coffee 
Time in the Parish Hall. This is a time to visit with old friends and meet new 
ones while enjoying snacks and coffee. St. Andrew’s ministry teams and 
parishioners host the gathering each Sunday. As a host or guest, we hope you 
will enjoy this wonderful time together. 

Work at Food 
Pantry June 24 

St. Andrew’s serves the 
Heights Interfaith 
Ministries Food Pantry, 
3523 Beauchamp, on 
fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 am to noon. 
Volunteers help register 
clients, stock shelves, 
prepare bags and 
baskets, and assist with 
other duties as needed. 
Volunteers of all ages 
and abilities are 
welcome to join in this 
service to our neighbors 
in need. There’s no 
need to sign up in 
advance. Just show up 
and lend a hand! 
 

 

Serve at LOTS 
June 11  
As a supporting parish 
of Lord of the Streets 
Episcopal Church 
(LOTS), we are 
privileged to help serve 
breakfast to the 
homeless. Our next 
service day is Sunday, 
June 11. Volunteers 
meet at Trinity Episcopal 
Church (1015 Holman 
Street at Main Street) 
from 7- 9 am. For more 
information or to sign up 
to serve, contact Bruce 
Banta at 713-805-0065  
or banta.bruce @gmail. 
com  
 

 

Join DOK June 25 

At 3:30 pm at St. 
Andrew’s House, 
Daughters of the King 
will host Donna Fruge’ 
of Summerhouse, a 
community for young 
adults with intellectual 
disabilities. All women 
are welcome to attend 
and learn more about 
the DOK’s mission of 
prayer and service. 3 

 



 

                                                  Celebrating Easter                                                               

 
 

 

   
 

    
                                                              

 

We welcome the 
newly baptized! 
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          Thank you to all who helped with the Spring 
Bazaar. 

 

 

               

 

 

 

                  

 

  

      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Financial Snapshot  - As of April 30, 2017 

  Year to Date (YTD) 

  Actual Budget % Budget 

  Pledge Payments  $ 144,146 $ 403,500 36% 
  Non-Pledge Payments  15,550 40,000 39% 
  Loose Currency  4,886 11,000 44% 
  Rhythms of Grace  470 2,500 19% 

     

Total Plate  $ 165,052 $ 457,000 36% 
Other Income  28,564 78,740 34% 

     
TOTAL RECEIPTS  $ 193,616 $ 535,740 36% 
EXPENDITURES  196,785 535,740 37% 
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We Celebrate With 
Capucine Courault and Rashmi Saikia who were married on April 29 

 

Those Baptized on April 23 

 

Nathaniel Lindsay Dovich, son of Ron and Liz Dovich 
Madilynn Love Millender, daughter of Melanie Love and Laquan Millender 

Anthony Angel Poll and Marcello Nolan Poll, sons of Karlene Poll 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal 

School Gala 

 

 

 

The Choristers on 

Mothers’ Day 

 

 



Reflections on Our Musical Year 
by John Kirk, Organist & Choirmaster 
 
When I came to St. Andrew's almost two years ago, I was 
not quite sure what to expect. After attending several 
services, I knew one thing very surely: this was a church 
that loved to sing. As I got to know the choir, I realized 
something else equally as important: these were people 
who wanted to work and learn to better themselves and the 
worship life of St. Andrew's. 
 

The close of the 2016-2017 choral season gives pause for reflection upon a 
wonderful year for the St. Andrew's choir: Advent Lessons & Carols, Christmas Eve, 
the many services of Holy Week and Easter, and Ascension Day. On Trinity Sunday, 
the women of the choir will sing Benjamin Britten's Missa Brevis at the 10:30 am 
service, a challenging and rewarding work.  
 

Perhaps more striking are the hours that choir members devote to attending weekly 
rehearsals and individual lessons, and the passion with which these singers hone the 
gifts that God has given them. While many might assume choir members are trained, 
life-long singers, this is not always the case. Some have sung almost their whole life 
while others have been singing for a year or less; others may have had no formal 
music instruction while others have had much.  
 

When someone sings a solo or chants a psalm for the first time in their life, sings with 
a vocal quality they’ve just discovered, or sings a note that always seemed too high 
or too low, it adds an intangible energy and vitality to the choir, the church and our 
worship. Presenting high quality music without hiring from outside St. Andrew’s 
strengthens the worship we offer each week and the bonds of our community. 
 

The establishment of a regularly rehearsing children's choir, the Choristers Choir, 
crowns the year as a remarkable outgrowth of the value our congregation places on 
not only equipping the church for present ministry but also ensuring that there will be 
a love and understanding of music in the next generation of church-goers.  
 

The support given the music program here has also been tremendous: the support for 
making St. Andrew's House the choir's rehearsal space, expanding the choir’s seating 
to both sides of the chancel during services, and expenditures for quality equipment 
for our rehearsal space to name a few. 
 

In music as in so many other things, St. Andrew's continues to provide the Heights 
and all of Houston a welcoming and meaningful place to be.  
 

 

Adorn Our Altar with Flowers 
Each week, parishioners are invited to underwrite our beautiful altar flowers. Offering 
a wonderful way to honor a special occasion or loved one, the weekly cost is $80, 
and donations in any amount are welcome and acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin. 
Choose your week on the bulletin board in the rear entry hall, then drop your check in 
the collection plate or mail to the church office - please note “altar flowers” on your 
check. Contact Elizabeth McCormick at eamack@sbcglobal.net or 832-661-7300 or 
more information.  
 

Flowers last month were given to the Glory of God  
May 7 by Deidra Grawl in celebration of Becca’s birthday 
May 14 by Lisa & Devon Moore in honor of their mothers 

 

Keep Up  
With Us 
Our mobile app is a 
great way to stay 
informed about 
meetings, events and 
programs at St. 
Andrew’s.  

 
Join us on Facebook 

 
Visit our website at 
saecheights.org 

 

Nursery 
Available for 
Little Ones 

Our nursery is open 
on the first floor from 
9:15 am – noon each 
Sunday. Staffed by 
fully trained 
caregivers, the 
nursery offers a 
welcoming spot for 
young children – 
infants through age 3. 
For more information, 
contact Lisa Puccio at 
lpuccio@saecheights.
org or 713-861-5596. 

 

 

Join Meal Train 
Ministry 
In illness, injury and 
family need, the gift of 
a prepared meal can 
satisfy physical and 
emotional hunger. Our 
Meal Train Ministry is 
a simple way to lend a 
hand with take-out or 
a home cooked meal.  
Contact Martha 
Gallagher at 
mgg0413@gmail.com 
or 281-504-2294 to 
get on board! 
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The Parlor Welcomes New Intern 
We are pleased to introduce Liz Luna, St. Andrew’s new 
youth intern. Liz brings a unique perspective on the 
Episcopal tradition and has several years of successful 
ministry under her belt. Liz began her ministry at St. 
Andrew’s on Sunday, May 21. Please take a minute to 
read Liz’s letter of introduction to us all, and join us in 
welcoming her as part of our ministry staff team.   
 
¡Hola…Hello, St. Andrew’s! My name is Liz Luna and I 

am so pleased and honored to accept this position and journey with you as your 
new Youth Ministry Intern. Youth and children’s ministry is where I feel called in my 
faith. I have been a youth director and leader for five years, and I have loved every 
moment of it. The relationships I build with the youth, watching them develop their 
faith, and seeing myself grow as a person is incredibly rewarding. 
 
A little bit about myself…I was born in Reynosa, Mexico and moved to Texas when 
I was 7 years old. You can say I am a Texan at heart. I have two sisters, one 
brother-in-law and perhaps the cutest baby nephew in the world - Ruben Jose. My 
mother and father also live in Texas, and they are my heroes, inspiration and proof 
that God listens to your prayers. I’m incredibly proud of my heritage as you will see. 
I am graduating this year with an Associate of Liberal Arts degree from San Jacinto 
College. I hope to transfer to the University of Houston in the fall and major in 
history or anthropology. In the Episcopal Church I have been able to meet and work 
with incredible people who have helped me on my spiritual journey. I look forward to 
working alongside youth, parents, mentors and leaders. - Liz Luna  
 
Junior and senior high youth are invited to meet with our youth intern Liz Luna each 
Sunday on the 2nd floor during the 9:30 am Education Hour for discussion and 
donuts. To learn more about the ministry, email Liz at youth at saecheights.org  
 

 

Children Invited to Summer of Saints 

The Education Hour will take a break June 4, but beginning 
June 18 children will enjoy learning about the patron saints of 
nature, science and medicine during the summer Sunday 
morning Education Hour. We’ll make fairy houses with St. John 
the Baptist in June, learn about the Mohawk culture with St. 
Kateri Tekakwitha in July, and explore the life of Florence 
Nightingale in August. All children in PreK through 5th grade are 
invited to join in the fun. For more information contact Lisa 
Puccio at lpuccio@saecheights.org 
 

 
Support Integrity Houston June 24  
Integrity Houston invites everyone to join our Houston Pride activities on June 24 as 
we take the news of God's all inclusive love into the streets of downtown Houston. A 
street Eucharist is planned for 7:45 pm, followed by the Pride Parade which kicks 
off at 8:30 pm. Float decorating will begin on at approximately 6:30 pm. Please 
contact SWayne Mathis 832-630-0651 for the latest information on location and 
parking. 

Grow and 
Connect with 
Adult Formation 

During Sunday 
Education Hour 
 
Faith Matters Meets at 
9:30 am in the Parish 
Hall. 
June 4 - Summer Break 
 
June 11 - Second 
Sunday Breakfast 
 
June 18 - Holy 
Currencies series 
continues with 
Currency of Truth, 
presented by Jimmy 
Grace. 
 
June 25 - Currency of 
Wellness, presented by 
Carissa Baldwin-
McGinnis 
 

     
 
Adult Forum Meets at 
9:30 am in Associate 
Rector’s Office 
Throughout June and 
July, we will explore the 
wonderful book by 
Richard Rohr, Things 
Hidden: Scripture as 
Spirituality. Copies of 
the book will be made 
available for this study, 
or can be purchased. 
Speak with John 
Grothues or email 
johngrothues@gmail.com 
for more information. 
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The Rev. James M.L. Grace 

Rector 
The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis 

Associate Rector 
 
   CHURCH & SCHOOL 
   1819 Heights Blvd. 
   Houston, Texas 77008 
   713-861-5596 
   www.saecheights.org 
 
   Office Hours:  
   M – F, 9 am to 2 pm 
 

   SCHOOL 
   713-861-2954 
   www.saesintheheights.org 
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SUNDAY  8:30 am   Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
   9:15 am   Nursery Open 
   9:30 am   Education Hour 

         10:30 am     Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 2:00 pm   Rhythms of Grace 

 

THURSDAY   9:30 am   Healing Eucharist 

Worship Service at St. Andrew’s 
Trish Mehrkam 

Parish Administrator and  
Ministries Coordinator 

 
Deidre Grawl 

Membership Secretary 
 

Lisa Puccio 
Coordinator for Special Needs 

and Family Formation 
 

John Kirk 

Organist & Choirmaster 
 

Nancy Simpson 
Head of School 

 

THINK GREEN!   
Read The Voice on our website 
 www.saecheights.org/the-voice 

To go “online only”, contact 
communications@saecheights.org  

 

http://www.saecheights.org/
http://www.saesintheheights.org/
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