
Celebrate the Ascension                                       
The Feast of the Ascension marks the 40th day of the Easter 
season and commemorates Jesus’ bodily ascension into 
heaven. One of the oldest Christian feasts, references to 
celebrations of and vigils for Ascension can be traced to the 
4th century.                                                                               

St. Andrew’s will celebrate the Feast of the Ascension, one of 
the Principal Feasts of the Anglican Communion, with Holy 
Eucharist at 7 pm on Thursday, May 25. The choir of St. 
Dunstan’s Episcopal Church will join the St. Andrew’s choir 
for the service and will sing some of the exciting music written 
specifically for this feast. The Reverend Rob Price, rector of 
St. Dunstan’s, will preach and there will be incense.  

Outreach is Inreach 
by Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis, Associate Rector 
                                                                                                     
Church outreach is church ‘inreach’. If we truly open ourselves up 
to people we do not know with zero explanation of them or 
ourselves, God can use the encounter to blow our minds. In fact 
100% of those at St. Andrew’s who recently experimented with new 
ways of reaching out had just such an experience. 

Did you know that on March 1, Ash Wednesday, six St. Andrew’s 
congregants and clergy went to the Durham/I-10 corridor to offer 
ashes to day laborers waiting for work? The response was 
immediate. With Monica Canalizo and Oscar Guevara doing lead 
introductions, 25 workers received ashes and also complimentary 
coffee, breakfast tacos and a sack lunch.  

On March 11, 14 parishioners hosted breakfast for our sack lunch recipients. In a loaves & 
fishes sort of fashion, the hosts produced 14 casseroles, 19 jars of jelly, loaf after loaf of 
bread, and basket after basket of pastries. Tables were set in St. Andrew’s house with 
placemats, silverware, flowers and a fruit basket on every table. Hot coffee was served in the 
church’s ceramic mugs. Twenty-two members of the sack lunch community stopped by to 
eat. The conversation was transformational. Gratitude abounded. 

On March 12, Angela Beeson journeyed north near The Woodlands to volunteer with St. 
Isidore’s Laundry Love ministry and Eucharist. It was profound to learn that washing one 
load of laundry can cost more than $5.00 and that does not include the dryer. 

Silence is one way to reach into your heart and soul. Stepping out to people and places that 
were otherwise not within your reach—socially, emotionally, economically—is another way. 
Give it a try! Reach out to reach in.  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Thanks to 
Summerhouse for 
folding The Voice   
and our Service 

Bulletins         
Serving adults with 

intellectual disabilities in 
the Houston Heights 

summerhousehouston.org    
shredforindependence.com  

Join us for Second Sunday 
Breakfast in the Parish Hall 

at 9:30 am on May 14. 

Join Community of 
Hope                                    

St. Andrew’s Community of 
Hope (COH) will offer 
training sessions beginning 
Tuesday, May 2 from 1:30 
to 3:30pm at St. Andrew’s 
House. The mission of 
COH is “to create and 
s u s t a i n C h r i s t i a n 
communities of lay pastoral 
care givers united in prayer, 
shaped by Benedictine 
spirituality, and equipped 
for and serving in pastoral 
care ministries.” Classes 
will be held every other 
week until the 14 COH 
modules have been studied. 
We still have room in the 
class, should your heart be 
m o v e d ! F o r m o r e 
information, please contact 
D a v e R o b e r t s a t 
7 1 3 - 8 6 4 - 0 4 5 2 o r 
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Keep Up With Our App 

Our mobile app is a great way 
to stay informed about 
m e e t i n g s , e v e n t s a n d 
programs at St. Andrew’s. In 
addition, the app connects 
you with a range of spiritual 
and educational resources. 
The app is available for 
download in the Android and 
Apple app stores. Search St. 
Andrew’s Hous ton and 
download this free tool. 

From the Rector                                                                      
by The Rev. Jimmy Grace 

Dear Friends, 

Several weeks ago I preached a sermon in which I shared that on 
that particular Sunday I marked the beginning of my fourth year 
with you at St. Andrew’s. Time is a funny thing, and for me it 
literally feels as if someone has pressed the fast-forward button 
on my life these past few years. I consider that to be a good 
thing, and even a holy thing. 

Four years ago, I had a fairly good idea of what rectors did, or 
were supposed to do, but once I found myself actually in that role 

at St. Andrew’s, I realized that there was much to learn. This, of course, is still very 
true for me today. The fact that I am learning experientially as much as I am today 
through you all (my teachers) is a gift.  

Fifteen years ago I went to seminary with one goal in mind, to serve as a parish 
priest. That goal has not changed for me, and I consider it an honor and privilege to 
serve at St. Andrew’s in this capacity. From the time I was a child, sitting in a pew at 
a church service, I used to look at the clergy and think “one day I want to do that!” 
The fact that all these years later I find myself doing “that” is a serendipitous gift for 
which I am grateful.  
  
True confession: I went to seminary having one idea of what priests did (which was 
wrong). All this time since has been a process of ongoing education for me as I 
continue to find many opportunities for growth and learning in this role. 
   
I am especially excited to begin a study of the Rev. Eric Law’s “Holy Currencies” 
with you on Sunday mornings. In his book, Rev. Law pushes us to think of the variety 
of currencies that we have in a congregation such as ours, including: time and place, 
relationship, wellness, gracious leadership, truth and money. And to think, when I 
hear the word “currency” I just think of one – money. I look forward to expanding my 
understanding through this study, learning from you all and continuing our journey 
together.  

God’s Peace, 

Thanks for Your Input                                                  

Thank you to everyone who 
completed the parish-wide 
s u r v e y a s p a r t o f t h e 
Visioning project. We had a 
good response and the results 
are being tabulated. Stay 
tuned for future notices and 
continue to include in your 
prayers the many volunteers 
who are working on this 
important project. 

Thank You Teachers, 
Mentors and Nursery 
Staff 

As we come to the close of 
the school year, and look 
ahead to summer Education 
Hour offerings, we will take 
time on Sunday, May 28 to 
express gratitude to the 
wonderful adults who have 
given of their time and talent 
this school year. During 
Coffee Time following the 
10:30 am service, join us as 
we thank Sunday school 
teachers, Youth mentors and 
N u r s e r y s t a f f w i t h 
refreshments in the Parish 
Hall. 

Our Sympathy
To the family of Sarah (Sally) Salisbury who passed away March 27, 2017                             

and                                                                                                                                               
the family of Dorothy Jean Yannuzzi who passed away April 4, 2017 

We Celebrate With                                                           

New Member                                                                                                                      
Adrienne Allie
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Children and Youth Education Hour Offerings 
in May  

                                                                                                                                                         
In May youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to 
join in the Parlor Youth Community on Sunday 
mornings. Youth intern, Katelyn Kenney leads this 
group in the Parlor meeting room on the second floor. 
Come make new friends and enjoy a reflection and 
donuts! 

Sunday School classes for PreK through 5th grade meet 
during the 9:30 am Education Hour in the classrooms 
on the 2nd floor. 
• May 7 - The Good Shepherd and the World 
Communion (PreK-1st), John & Revelation (2nd-5th) 
• May 14 - 2nd Sunday Mother’s Day Brunch 
 • May 21 - Ascension (PreK-1st), The Book of 

   Common Prayer (2nd-5th) 
• May 28 - Pentecost & The Story of the Church (PreK-1st), Ascension (2nd-5th) 

For more information contact Lisa Puccio, Coordinator for Special Needs Worship and 
Family Formation at lpuccio@saecheights.org. 

Grow and Connect with Adult Formation                                                   
During Sunday Education Hour     

Faith Matters meets at 9:30 am in the 
Parish Hall. 
This month Faith Matters, will begin an 
exploration of Eric Law’s book Holy 
Currencies. Join us in the Parish Hall on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. 

May 7 - Jimmy Grace introduces Eric 
Law's concept of Holy Currencies and 
the habits necessary for a church to 
succeed at missional ministry. This first week will focus on the habits of Relationship 
and Truth. 

May 14 - 2nd Sunday Breakfast 

May 21 – Jimmy Grace continues the teaching on Holy Currencies with a review of 
Eric Law's concepts of Wellness and Gracious Leadership, essential ingredients for 
successful church ministry. 

May 28 - The Holy Currencies series is interrupted for an engagement on issues of 
hunger and food insecurity in observance of World Hunger Day. 

Adult Forum meets at 9:30 am in the Associate Rector’s Office. 
This small discussion group focuses on the weekly Gospel lesson or other current 
topics. The group uses resources prepared by Biblical scholars for lay people to learn 
and discuss while growing in understanding of God’s word. 

Batter Up May 19 

Join the fun as St. Andrew’s 
helps cheer on the home team 
against the AL Champion 
C l e v e l a n d I n d i a n s a t 
Episcopal Night at the Astros 
on Friday May 19. PJ Arendt-
Ford is coordinating our 
group and will purchase 
tickets for those interested – 
tickets on the 3rd level are $26 
each. If you are interested, 
contact PJ Arendt-Ford at 
p j a f 6 4 @ g m a i l . c o m . I n 
addition, Christ Church 
Cathedral will host a free hot 
dog cookout from 5 to 6:30 
pm before the game. Parking 
is available in the garage on 
San Jacinto St. across from 
the Cathedral as well.  

Help Fil l Our Sack 
Lunches 

St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch 
Program needs items to fill 
more than 300 sack lunches 
f o r t h e h u n g r y i n o u r 
community each month - look 
for the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board in the rear 
entry hall. Once your items 
are placed in the Parish Hall 
kitchen, please put a check 
mark by your name to let us 
know your items have been 
delivered. Items for sack 
lunches are due by the first 
S u n d a y e a c h m o n t h . 
Monetary donations are also 
welcome - simply write Sack 
Lunches in the memo line of 
your check and place in the 
collection plate on Sunday. If 
you have questions, please 
contac t Mary McFaden 
(marymcfaden@hotmail.com/ 
281-639-1642) or Casey 
M c F a d e n ( c p m 5 
@georgetown.edu / 713- 906- 
3325). Thanks for your 
continued support of this 
wonderful outreach ministry. 

mailto:pjaf64@gmail.com
mailto:marymcfaden@hotmail.com
mailto:pjaf64@gmail.com
mailto:marymcfaden@hotmail.com
mailto:lpuccio@saecheights.org
mailto:lpuccio@saecheights.org
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Ashes to Go at the work site Sack Lunch Breakfast

Palm Sunday
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Hearing Assist Packs are now easy to access.

Rededication of Heights Tower

Meals on Wheels at St. Andrew’s



�
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Daughters Welcome Visitors  
                                                                                                                                                                                                
On April 7, Daughters gathered in the Parish Hall 
for a luncheon and pre-Easter celebration with the 
Summerhouse Community. Box lunches, egg 
decorating, cupcake toppings and baskets filled 
with yummy treats. It was a wonderful afternoon 
enjoyed by all.  At the March meeting, Lisa Puccio, 
Coordinator for Special Needs Worship and Family 
Formation, shared the vision that resulted in the 
weekly Rhythms of Grace service. This story-based 
and reflective Eucharist service welcomes all ages. 
Lisa let us become part of the program by 
providing the craft supplies for us to make our own 
overflowing cup of blessings and color sheet. Yes, 
adults enjoy a color sheet. Our thanks to Lisa. 
Several Daughters have attended this service and we encourage everyone to visit or 
volunteer at Rhythms of Grace.   

If you have been thinking about opportunities for prayer and service, we invite you to 
prayerfully consider the Order of the Daughters of the King. We receive so much more 
than we could possibly give through our lives of prayer and community service that 
includes the opportunity to provide the Bishop and funeral receptions. Our meetings 
are the 4th Sunday of the month - this is your personal invitation to come visit and 
remember those that wear the silver cross are living into the oath of a Daughter of the 
King and are happy to answer your questions. Women interested in joining DOK may 
contact Cathey Harrison at catheyph@sbcglobal.net or talk with any woman wearing 
the DOK silver cross. 

Volunteer at Food Pantry May 27 
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s provides a team of volunteers for the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food 
Pantry, 3523 Beauchamp, on the fourth Saturday of each month from 9:30 am to noon. 
Volunteers help register clients, stock shelves, prepare bags and baskets, and assist 
with other duties as needed. Volunteers of all ages and abilities are welcome to join in 
this fellowship and service to our neighbors in need. There’s no need to sign up in 
advance. Just show up and lend a hand.  

Come Upstairs for Coffee Time! 

Every Sunday, you’re invited to join the fun after the 10:30 am 
service as we enjoy Coffee Time in the Parish Hall. This casual 
gathering is a time to visit with old friends and meet new ones 
while enjoying snacks, coffee and other beverages. St. 

Andrew’s ministry teams and individual parishioners host our time together each 
Sunday. Weekly hosts are assisted by our vestry person of the day, and it’s 
recommended that two to four people share the hosting task each week. Whether 
you’re a host or a guest, we hope you all will enjoy this wonderful time together. 
Check the bulletin board in the rear entry hall for the Coffee Host sign-up sheet or 
contact Trish Mehrkam at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596.  

Get the Latest 

• Let us know if your 
information has changed. 

• Share your email address to 
receive schedule reminders 
and changes. 

• Contact the church office 
with updates. 

Introduce Yourself… 

Please wear your name tag 
when attending St. Andrew’s. 
Putting a name with a face 
helps build our community. 
For a new or replacement 
name tag, contact the church 
office. 

Got News 

If you have information of 
interest to St. Andrew’s, 
contact the church office. 

Communion                   
Available to Go                             

If you are unable to attend 
church because of health or 
mobility issues and would 
like to share Eucharist with 
your parish family, please 
notify The Rev. Carissa Bald-
win-McGinnis at cbaldwin-
mcginnis@saecheights.org or 
call the church office at 
713-861-5596 by Friday. We 
have trained Lay Eucharistic 
Visitors who are ready and 
able to bring the Holy 
Banquet to you. 

mailto:cbaldwin-mcginnis@saecheights.org
mailto:trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org
mailto:cbaldwin-mcginnis@saecheights.org
mailto:trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org
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Discuss Things Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality in May 

The Spiritual Reading Group invites you to read and discuss Things Hidden: Scripture as 
Spirituality, by Richard Rohr. In this book, Richard Rohr looks at the development of some of 
Scripture’s central themes, and how this development impacts on individuality and church 
spirituality today. We will discuss the first half of this book - up through Chapter 4, on Monday, 
May 8, at 6:30 pm, in St. Andrew's House. If you are unable to attend meetings, you can join the 
online discussion on the Facebook page SAEC Spiritual Reading Group. 

Adorn Our Altar with Flowers 

Each week, our beautiful altar flowers may be sponsored by parishioners. This is a wonderful way to honor a special 
occasion or loved one. The cost for our arrangements is $80, and donations in any amount will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in our weekly bulletin. Sign up for your chosen week(s) on the bulletin board in the rear entry hall, then 
drop your sponsorship check in the collection plate or mail to the church office—please specify “Altar Flowers” on your 
check. Contact Elizabeth McCormick at eamack@sbcglobal.net or 832-661-7300 or more information.  

Given to the Glory of God 
April 2 by Collin Ricklefs 
April 9 by Brianne and Patrick Richardson in celebration of their anniversary 
April 9 by PJ Arendt-Ford in celebration of her 70th birthday 
April 16 by many to celebrate Easter 
April 23 by Elizabeth Gleason  
April 30 by Michael Bosch in celebration of DeAnna’s birthday 

Party with Newcomers June 6! 

The Newcomer Committee invites all newcomers and their families (and any 
old-timers who feel like newcomers) to an open house at the home of Rev. 
Jimmy and Marla Grace. Come meet, mingle and make connections! 

Tuesday, June 6, 6-8 pm 
1643 Arlington 
RSVP by June 2 to Martha Gallagher  
281-501-2294 or mgg0413@gmail.com 

Financial Snapshot                                                                         
As of March 31, 2107 

             Year to Date (YTD)                               
Category   Actual Budget %YTD Budget   

Pledge Payments               $105,438 $403,500          26%                        
Non-Pledge Payments     9,235     40,000          23%                       
Loose Currency      2,503       11,000          23%                   
Rhythms of Grace         286         2,500          11%                  

                                             ————    ————      ———                      
Total Plate                $117,462  $457,000         26%                   
Other Income                    17,839       78,740         23%                 
               ________    ________      ______             
TOTAL RECEIPTS               $135,301   $535,740         25%                   
EXPENDITURES                 $145,106   $535,740         27%

mailto:mgg0413@gmail.com
mailto:mgg0413@gmail.com
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! The Rev. James M.L. Grace 
Rector 

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis 
Associate Rector 

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s

SUNDAY    8:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I                
     9:15 am Nursery Open                           
     9:30 am Education Hour                          
   10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II           
          2 pm Rhythms of Grace 

THURSDAY    9:30 am Healing Eucharist                         
   10:15 am Bible Study 

FIRST FRIDAY   6:30 pm Taize Service                              
OF THE MONTH                         

CHURCH                            
1819 Heights Blvd                  
Houston, Texas 77008     
713-861-5596                    
trish.mehrkam                    
@saecheights.org            
www.saecheights.org         
Office Hours:                          
M - F, 9 am to 2 pm  

SCHOOL                            
1819 Heights Blvd            
Houston, Texas 77008       
713-861-2954                   
standrewsschool@  
saesintheheights.org          
www.saesintheheights.org 

Trish Mehrkam            
Parish Administrator and        

Ministries Coordinator            

Deidre Grawl                           
Membership Secretary 

Lisa Puccio                       
Coordinator for Special        

Needs and Family       
Formation 

John Kirk                    
Organist & Choirmaster 

Nancy Simpson               
Head of School 

Bill Gilbert                
Organist Emeritus! THINK GREEN!   

Read The Voice on our website 
 www.saecheights.org/the-voice 

To go “on-line only”, contact 
communications@saecheights.org  

or call 713-861-5596 


