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Learn More About Building Plans

 Building Project Status Updates will be provided at 11:30 am on Sunday, May 8 and Sunday, 
May 22. These updates have been scheduled to accommodate both parish and school communi-
ties.  We have recent input from the Diocese to share and very much look forward to visiting with 
you on this.  Both updates will take place in the Parish Hall, and extended nursery care until 12:30 
pm will be available.  We hope that you will join us.

Explore Taize May 6
 We celebrate Taizé on first Fridays at 6:30 pm and all are invited to share in this special spiri-
tual service. Taizé (pronounced Teh-ZAY) worship is a peaceful way to pray, using simple musical 
chants, silent meditation and scripture readings. Our services include candlelight, prayers, read-
ings, silence and soft music. The service offers a wonderful opportunity to be quiet and center on 
the Lord. Come as you are and listen. 

Enjoy Mother’s Day Brunch May 8

 This month, our Second Sunday Breakfast will 
honor all mothers with an extra special brunch. Bring 
your mom and other special people in your life to the 
Parish Hall at 9:15 am for crème brulee French toast, 
Texas migas and other tasty treats. 

Celebrate Pentecost May 15 • Wear Red and Stay for Lunch
 On May 15, we celebrate Pentecost, the fiftieth day after Easter. Pentecost 
is considered the birthday of the church as it commemorates the disciples’ 
reception of the Holy Spirit as recorded in the Book of Acts. The liturgical 
color for Pentecost is red to symbolize the wind and fire, which came upon 
the disciples, so all are encouraged to wear red on this day. We will celebrate 
Pentecost following the 10:30 am service with a potluck lunch in the Parish 
Hall. All are encouraged to bring your favorite dish to share and join the 
celebration!
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 The fortieth day of Easter commemorates the ascension of Christ into heaven. In observance 
of Ascension Day on Thursday, May 5, join us for Holy Eucharist with choir at 7 pm.

Observe the Ascension May 5 



The Gift of the Holy Spirit
 Several weeks ago my wife and I had the opportunity to at-
tend a lecture by Sister Helen Prejean, a Roman Catholic nun. Pre-
jean is also a leading advocate for the abolition of the death penalty. 
I knew nothing of her until 1995 when I saw the film “Dead Man 
Walking”, which is adapted from her book of the same name.
 Dead Man Walking (the book) is an autobiographical account 
of Prejean’s relationship with Elmo Patrick Sonnier, a convicted 
murderer, at the Lousiana State Penitentiary. She visited Sonnier in 
prison and agreed to be his spiritual adviser in the months leading up 
to his execution. The experience gave Prejean greater insight into the 
process involved in executions, and she began speaking out against 
capital punishment.
 Regardless of one’s own stance on the death penalty, I find 

Sister Prejean’s ministry toward convicted felons compelling and urgent. Her ministry is another 
example to me of the diversity of the holy presence of God – what we call the Holy Spirit. What, 
other than the Holy Spirit, would call a Catholic nun from Louisiana to build relationship and 
community amongst convicted murderers and rapists? What, other than the love of God, would 
send her into prisons where she would share the message that God’s grace extends to all people, 
even those nearing their execution?
 And that is the power of God’s Spirit – it calls us out of our comfort zone, and we are led 
into places we never would have expected. Such was the experience of Jesus following his bap-
tism in the Jordan River. That same Spirit which descended upon him as a dove, moments later 
drove him into the wilderness where he would face hunger, thirst and temptation for 40 days 
and 40 nights. Who willingly would sign up for that?
 The Spirit called Jesus, is calling Helen, and it is calling you. 
 On May 15, we celebrate the fiftieth day after Easter, Pentecost Sunday. It is a day that cel-
ebrates the mystery and beauty of God’s Holy Spirit, which draws us into the heart of God as it 
sends us out into the world – into our homes, prisons, schools, and communities to bring about 
restoration and Holy Community. This is our work to do and may it be so, always. 

From the Rector 
By The Rev. Jimmy Grace
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Building Update

Feed Our Community One Lunch at a Time

 St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch Program provides simple meals for the hungry in our neighbor-
hood. Each month, we fill more than 300 sack lunches and distribute them to those who come 
to our office doors each day. You can help by purchasing items to fill the bags--look for the sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entry hall. Once your items are placed in the Parish 
Hall kitchen, please put a check mark by your name to let us know your items have been deliv-
ered. Items for sack lunches are needed by the first Sunday each month, when we gather to pack 
the sacks in the Parish Hall after the 10:30 am service. If you can’t shop, monetary donations 
are also welcome—simply write “sack lunches” in the memo line of your check and place in the 
collection plate on Sunday. Thanks for your continued support of this wonderful outreach min-
istry! Please contact program coordinator Rex Hall at rexhall@hotmail.com or 214-202-1311 if 
you have questions or would like to assist in any way.

Share Your St.  
Andrew's Photos

 The communications 
team is looking for photos 
of our parish life, so if you've 
captured some special mo-
ments, please share them with 
us. Send your photos to com-
munications@saecheights.
org or share via Dropbox or 
Google Drive. We're happy 
to give you credit for your 
photos, so if you’re serving 
the community with a St. An-
drew's group, attending Sec-
ond Sunday Breakfast with 
your friends or visiting after 
the service, take some photos 
and then share them.



 It’s easy to support St. 
Andrew’s every time you 
shop at Kroger. By enrolling 
in the Community Rewards 
program, Kroger will donate 
a portion of your purchas-
es to support our ministries. 
Visit www.kroger commu-
nityrewards.com to register 
and link your Kroger Plus 
card account to St. Andrew’s 
with 83715, our organization 
number. If you do not have 
computer access and wish 
to participate, contact Chris 
Barker at 713-868-3952.

Attention Kroger 
Shoppers
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Thanks for a Great Bazaar!
 Our Spring Bazaar on April 2 was blessed with fabulous weather and more 
than 45 great vendors! The event was well received by the Heights community 
and shoppers were abundant! Thanks to Lisa Mustacchia for chairing the event 
and to Rebecca Robertson for managing the bake/drink sale booth to benefit 
the St. Andrew’s Altar Guild. Thanks, also, to all who assisted with the bazaar 
in any way—your contributions are greatly appreciated!

Join Daughters of King for Tea May 1 

 The Daughters of the King (DOK), Transfiguration Chapter, invites all women to a “Get 
to Know the DOK” Tea on Sunday, May 1, 2-5 pm, at St. Andrew’s House. We are a group of 
women who have committed, by a vow and induction to the order, to daily prayer and spread-
ing the good news and we would like for you to learn more about our organization and our mis-
sion. We certainly hope to find others who would be interested in joining our organization, but 
more importantly, we want to build connections among the women of our parish. No RSVP is 
required. We hope you can join us on Sunday, May 1!

Party with Newcomers June 7!
 The Newcomer Committee invites all newcomers and their families (and any old-timers 
who feel like newcomers) to an open house at the home of Rev. Jimmy and Marla Grace. Come 
meet, mingle and make connections!

Tuesday, June 7, 6-8 pm
1643 Arlington

RSVP by June 2 to Martha Gallagher 
281-501-2294 or mgg0413@gmail.com

Volunteer at Heights Food Pantry May 28
 St. Andrew’s provides a team of volunteers for the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry, 
3523 Beauchamp, on the fourth Saturday of each month from 9:30 am to noon. Volunteers help 
register clients, stock shelves, prepare bags and baskets, and assist with other duties as needed. 
Volunteers of all ages and abilities are welcome to join in this fellowship and service to our neigh-
bors in need. There’s no need to sign up in advance. Just show up and lend a hand. 

Luncheon for Lord of the Streets May 25
 Mark your calendars for Wednesday, May 25, as Lord of the Streets holds its annual luncheon. The 
annual Spring Fundraiser, from 11 am to 1 pm at the Junior League of Houston (1811 Briar Oaks Lane, 
77027), will celebrate the 26 years that Lord of the Streets (LOTS) has been providing spiritual sustenance 
and practical needs for Houston's most disadvantaged and disenfranchised.
 By providing homeless individuals a safe community environment, LOTS helps promote growth and 
self-reliance for an improved quality of life.  In fact, for many, LOTS is the initial point of entry into the 
social service system.  Many who are helped have had their lives severely altered by chronic homelessness, 
domestic violence, job loss, and economic disadvantages; others live in shelters or have been recently 

released from prison.  No matter what the story, they each come to LOTS seeking tangible assistance, guidance, direction, and 
spiritual support.
 For more information, to buy tickets or sponsor a table, please contact Bruce Banta at 713-805-0065 or email banta.bruce@
gmail.com 



  Children & Youth at St. Andrew’s
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  Youth in 6th through 12th grades are invited to be a part of The Parlor youth community. We 
meet on Sundays during the 9:30 am Education Hour in St. Andrew’s House for the d365 Devotional, 
conversation and donuts. Clergy and lay leaders rotate as facilitators. All youth are encouraged to come 
and be a part of the conversation. On May 8, we will gather for a special second Sunday brunch honor-
ing the mothers in our lives in the Parish Hall, on May 22, we honor graduating seniors with a reception 
in the Parish Hall, and on May 29, we will take a break for Memorial Day.

 At St. Andrew’s all ages are encouraged to enjoy a time of weekly exploration at the 9:30 
am Education Hour on Sunday mornings. Surrounded by the Story, our Education Hour 

offering for children in PreK through 5th grade, has 
been bringing the stories of the Bible to life this school 
year. The class meets on the 2nd floor just beyond the 
Parish Hall. On May 1 we will hear the story of the 
Ascension. Don’t miss a special Mother’s Day Second 
Sunday Breakfast on May 8, and on May 15 our story 
is Pentecost, the Coming of the Holy Spirit. On May 
22 and 29 the Education Hour is on break, but will 
return on June 5 with special summer programs.

Children Are Surrounded by the Story on Sundays

Parlor Youth Meet on Sunday Mornings

Meet Youth Intern Katelyn Kenny

  The Parlor welcomes Katelyn Kenney, St. Andrew's new youth intern, who started in April. 
Katelyn is a sophomore at the University of Houston with a major in communications, and is a 
lifelong Episcopalian. She is involved in the University of Houston Episcopal Ministry, Canter-
bury, and also plays the flute in the Spirit of Houston Marching Band and Cougar Brass Basketball 
Band. Katelyn will spend this summer on staff at Camp Allen and return to The Parlor in the fall

St. Andrew’s Nursery Expands
 The St. Andrew’s church nursery shares space with the school’s toddler classrooms on the first floor, 
just beyond the Oak Table Lobby. In March, we expanded into the Toddler 2 room to accommodate our growing group of infants 
through three-year-olds. Over the coming weeks, we will be preparing to open a second nursery classroom just for infants.
 Under the direction of SAEC teacher, Mari Matthews, our nursery caregivers are teachers who are familiar with the Mon-
tessori environment and trained in first aid and Safeguarding God’s Children. While visiting the nursery, children hear stories, 
enjoy age appropriate activities and often play outside. The nursery continues to offer children Bible stories and activities that 
introduce our little ones to the love of Christ. 
 When leaving your child in the nursery for the first time, please fill out a registration form. Be sure to sign in and leave a 
contact number at each drop-off and label all of your child’s belongings. The nursery staff is happy to answer any questions you 
may have about our nursery routine.

Children’s Choir Offered 
St. Cecilia Choir (Age 3–1st Grade)
 St. Cecilia Choir meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30-9:40 am in the Godly Play classroom. Following choir, the children 
go to Surrounded by the Story. Children sing worship songs and hymns, play instruments and learn to sing as a group and keep 
a steady rhythm. The St. Cecilia Choir will sing for different Education Hour classes throughout the year and occasionally in 
church. If you have any questions about either children’s choir, please contact John Kirk at jkirk@saecheights. 
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Donation Depot

Drop the following in our 
Oak Table Lobby:

Sack Lunch Supplies 
Sign up to contribute need-
ed items on the bulletin 
board in the rear entry hall
Clothing & Eyeglasses 
Clean, gently used cloth-
ing for men, women and  
children and used eyeglasses 
benefit Lord of the Streets 
church in Midtown
Adult Diapers
Given to elders in need in 
collaboration with Heights 
Church of Christ
Food
Non-perishable staples are 
delivered to Heights Inter-
faith Ministries Food Pantry 
Egg Cartons
Empty cartons are taken to 
Heights Interfaith Ministries 
Food Pantry
Personal Hygiene Items
Travel size toiletries are given 
to Heights Christian Church 
to assist our neighbors on 
the streets
Used Batteries
Collected and taken for ap-
propriate recycling

 Every Sunday, you’re invited to join the fun after the 10:30 am service as we enjoy Coffee 
Time in the Parish Hall. This casual gathering is a time to visit with old friends and meet new 
ones while enjoying snacks, coffee and other beverages. St. Andrew’s ministry teams and indi-
vidual parishioners host our time together each Sunday. Weekly hosts are assisted by our vestry 
person of the day, and it’s recommended that two to four people share the hosting task each week. 
Whether you’re a host or a guest, we hope you all will enjoy this wonderful time together. Check 
the bulletin board in the rear entry hall for the Coffee Host sign-up sheet or contact Trish Meh-
rkam at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596. 

Don’t Miss Coffee Time!

Graduates, Be Recognized May 22

 St. Andrew’s will recognize graduating high school seniors on Sunday, May 22. If you are 
graduating this spring, please let us know and plan to attend a special reception in your honor 
following the 10:30 am service on May 22. Your church family wants to let you know that you 
will be in our prayers as you move on to new adventures! Please RSVP by calling the church office 
at 713-681-5596.

Children to Sing on Mother’s Day May 8
 On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8, Organist & Choirmaster John Kirk invites any children in 
first grade through middle school to sing at the 10:30 am service. Children will need to be able 
to attend at least two rehearsals in addition to a warm-up before the 10:30 am service on May 8. 
Please look at the remaining rehearsal dates, and let John know to expect your child or children. 
To RSVP or if you have questions, contact John at jkirk@saecheights.org. 
Rehearsals (in the Choir Room)

• Sunday, May 1, Noon-1 pm (Lunch provided after the 10:30 am service)
• Wednesday, May 4, 6 pm-7 pm
• Sunday, May 8, 9:45 am Warm-Up

 Elizabeth McCormick and Marianne Haynes, two long time and faithful ushers,have retired 
from our ministry. They both have served St. Andrew’s in so many ways and still continue to work 
tirelessly in other ministries. We will miss them in the Usher Ministry. We are happy that Bob 
DeCesare and Mason Jones have returned as ushers. In addition, Devon Moore, Lisa Moore, Julie 
Alexander and John Alexander have joined this ministry. Please say hello the next time you see 
their happy faces.

Usher Update - Welcome & Thanks for Serving!

Easter at St. Andrew’s



 The pre-Christian holiday Beltane evolved into what is known today 
as May Day. It is a spring festival observed in some parts of the Anglo 
northern hemisphere which gets reenacted occasionally in the U.S. through 
things like maypoles, music and sweet feasts.
 On May 1, 1886, however, a more serious meaning to May Day was 
born in the United States. It had nothing to do with flora and everything 
to do with industrial workers’ rights to rest and safety. More than 300,000 
American workers that day walked off their jobs to demonstrate in support 
of an 8-hour work day. The campaign intended to remedy the 10- to 16-
hour work days that were imposed upon industrial labor - men, women 
and children - in the most unsafe conditions. Three days after the strike, a campaign rally in 
Chicago turned into a standoff between workers and police. That standoff ended in violence, 
and members of the police force and also of the workers’ gathering were killed. Trials and hang-
ings followed. Yet, subsequently, individual states came to legislate the 8-hour work day until it 
prevailed as the national norm. 
 There are significant challenges facing industrial, high-skilled and low-wage workers to-
day. Those issues present moral questions for people of faith. Please join me on Sunday, May 1 
in welcoming Laura Perez-Boston and Lola Garcia of the Texas Organizing Project to discuss 
issues affecting workers in our city today. Their presentation will take place during the 9:30 am 
education hour in the Parish Hall.

From the Associate Rector
By The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis• Let us know if your  

 information has changed.
• Share your email address  
 to receive schedule re - 
 minders and changes.
• Contact the church  
 office with updates.
Introduce Yourself...
 Please wear your name tag 
when attending St. Andrew’s. 
Putting a name with a face 
helps build our communi-
ty. For a new or replacement 
name tag, contact the church 
office.
Got News?
 If you have information 
of interest to St. Andrew’s, 
contact the church office. 

Get the Latest

 In times of illness, injury 
and family need, the gift of 
a prepared meal can satisfy 
both physical and emotion-
al hunger. Our Meal Train 
Ministry is a simple way to 
lend a hand with take-out or 
home cooking. Contact Mar-
tha Gallagher at mgg0413@
gmail.com or 281-501-2294  
if you’d like to get on board. 

Join the Meal Train
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Join Us on the Bus for Great Day Trips!

Addie’s 50+ Tours will hit the road on the following dates:

• May 11 – Visit the Federal Reserve Bank with lunch following at the Monument Inn
• June 15 – Tour the Space Shuttle in Clear Lake with lunch nearby.

 Departure time for all events is 8:30 am with the Harris County Precinct bus leaving 
the church parking lot at the corner of Yale and 19th Streets. Questions? Contact Dean 
Swanson at tourhts@gmail.com or Addie Smith at 832-986-5378.

Adorn Our Altar
 The gift of weekly altar flowers is a wonderful way to remember a loved one or special occa-
sion. A contribution of $80 purchases two arrangements for Sunday services, and donations in 
any amount are appreciated and acknowledged. See the bulletin board in the rear entry hallway 
for the Altar Flower Calendar and sign up for any Sunday. Drop your check in the collection 
plate or mail to the church office—please specify “Altar Flowers” on your check. Contact Eliza-
beth McCormick at eamack@sbcglobal.net or 832-661-7300 for more details. 

Our Dedications 

• April 3 - Given by Brianne & Patrick Richardson in celebration of their wedding  
anniversary

• April 10 - Given by Ray Purser in remembrance of Bill Purser
• April 17 - Given by Arlette Pharo & Michel Feray in celebration of their wedding
• April 24 - Given by Michael Bosch in celebration of DeAnna’s birthday

 If you are unable to at-
tend church because of health 
or mobility issues and would 
like to share Eucharist with 
your parish family, please 
notify Dorothy Yannuzzi at 
djyannuzzi@comcast.net or 
call the church office at 713-
861-5596 by Friday. We have 
trained Lay Eucharistic Visi-
tors 

Communion 
Available To Go
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Thanks for Serving at LOTS! 
 A team of volunteers from St. Andrew’s served breakfast at LOTS 
in early April. Thanks to (left to right) Jennifer Peterson, Walker Wroe, 
Sheree Thompson, Susan Peterson, Don Chevalier, Oscar Guevara, Pat 
Caver and Bruce Banta for their support.

Grow with Adult Education Programs
Questioning the Answers – 9:30 am, Parish Hall

May 1 - In observance of International Workers' Day, Laura Pe-
rez-Boston, Harris County Campaign Director, and Lola Garcia, 
Organizer, from the Texas Organizing Project (TOP) will discuss 
issues currently facing low-wage and immigrant workers in Houston.
May 8 - Mother’s Day Brunch
May 15 - Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis will facilitate a community conversation about the future of adult education at St. 
Andrew's. Please join in the discussion about the style, structure and content of future education offerings.
May 22 - St. Andrew's will honor our graduating high school seniors with a reception in the Parish Hall from 9:30-10:30 
am.
May 29 - No adult education presentation will be made in observance of Memorial Day weekend.

Adult Forum – 9:30 am, Library
 This small discussion group focuses on the weekly Gospel lesson or other current topics. The group uses resources prepared 
by Biblical scholars for lay people to learn and discuss while growing in understanding God’s word.

Discuss Gratitude, Promises, Truth & Hospitality in Spiritual Book Club
 On May 9 from 6:30-8 pm, the Spiritual Book Club will continue discussing Living into Community, by Christine Pohl. 
We will conclude the first section of the book Embracing Gratitude as a Way of Life (pages 1-57) and begin consideration of the 
second section, Making and Keeping Promises. In this book, Christine Pohl explores four specific Christian practices- gratitude, 
promise keeping, truth telling and hospitality – that can strengthen a church and help churches and individuals build and sustain 
vibrant communities. The group meets on the second Monday of the month at St. Andrew’s House, and anyone is welcome to 
join us. If you are unable to attend the meetings, you can participate in our online discussion, monitored by John Grothues or 
John Ibanez, by joining the Facebook group SAEC Spiritual Reading Group. 

Financial Snapshot 
As of March 31, 2016 
     March    Year to Date
Category  Actual Budget  Actual Budget %YTD Budget
Pledge Payments  $19,778  $36,850   $ 97,687  $110,550    88%
Non-Pledge Payments     6,000          2,083      15,005              6,249  240%
Loose Currency          1,597            833             3,559                2,499  142%
Ryhthms of Grace               150               167                   943                   497  190%    
    ______________________  ______________________________________
Total Plate  $27,525  $39,993                $117,194 $119,795    98%
Other Income      8,092         5,754        29,006          15,954  182%
    ______________________  ______________________________________
TOTAL RECEIPTS $35,617  $45,887   $146,200 $135,749  108%
EXPENDITURES   38,602     46,830       133,580   139,576    96%

Review of Actual to Budget:
• YTD Operating Income is approximately $8,000 (6%) over budget
• YTD Operating Expenses are approximately $7,000 (5%) under budget
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008

Non-Profit
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Permit 2382

SUNDAY  8:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I
   9:15 am  Nursery Open
   9:30 am  Education Hour
              10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
        2 pm Rhythms of Grace

WEDNESDAY               6:30 pm Evening Prayer

THURSDAY              9:30 am  Healing Eucharist
             10:15 am  Bible Study

FIRST FRIDAY              6:30 pm Taize Service
OF THE MONTH 

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s 
CHURCH
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-5596
trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org
saecheights.org
Office Hours:  
M - F, 9 am to 2 pm

SCHOOL
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-2954
standrewsschool@saesintheheights.
org
saecintheheights.org

Trish Mehrkam
Parish Administrator

Deidre Grawl
Membership Secretary

Lisa Puccio
Coordinator for Special Needs and 

Family Formation

John Kirk 
Organist & Choirmaster

Nancy Simpson
Head of School

Bill Gilbert
Organist Emeritus
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The Rev. James M. L. Grace
Rector

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis
Associate Rector

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.
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