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Shop, Sell and Volunteer at Autumn Bazaar 
November 5 
 St. Andrew’s will host our Autumn Bazaar on Saturday, November 5 from 10 am to 4 pm, 
showcasing close to 50 artists, crafters and other specialty vendors. The Bazaar is a great opportuni-
ty to shop for unique gifts for yourself or someone else, and is an important fundraiser for our parish 
ministries. In addition to fabulous handmade quilts and 
decorative items from the St. Andrew’s Quilters Guild, 
the event will include a wide range of handcrafted, one-
of-a-kind items. Admission is free and all are invited 
to stop, shop and check out all the wonderful offerings. 
We will be selling hot dogs and cold drinks to feed your 
soul and quench your thirst. Bring your friends, neigh-
bors and family!
Volunteers Needed
 Check the bulletin board in the rear entry hall and 
our weekly emails for details about how you can help 
us at this parish fundraiser. If you’re new to the St. An-
drew’s family, this will be a great way to get involved. 
If you’re a veteran of our congregation, here’s your chance to connect with those that you may not 
know so well. If you are interested in lending a hand, we can use your help! Our vendors will arrive 
on site around 7:30 am. 
Specific needs include:
• Assisting with set-up or clean-up on event day
• Distributing trash receptacles
• Putting up signage in the area
• Directing vendors to their assigned spaces
• Serving coffee and donuts in the vendor hospitality booth 
 To learn more or to volunteer, contact Bazaar Chair Lisa Mustacchia at lisa.mustacchia@ihs.
com or call 713-502-2837. 

 On the second Sun-
day of each month, break-
fast is served in the Parish 
Hall during the 9:30 am 
Education Hour. Once a 
month we take this break 
from adult, youth and chil-
dren’s classes to come to-
gether and have a delicious 
meal. While breakfast is 
free, donations help fund 
this ministry. Come, eat 
and enjoy!

Come for Second 
Sunday Breakfast 
November 13

 We are collecting items for our annual Seafarer Christmas Box drive. Each year the chap-
lains at the Port of Houston distribute close to 50,000 of these boxes to our brothers and sisters 
who work the cargo ships that come to Houston during the Advent season. These shoe boxes, 
filled with small toiletries and personal items, are a wonderful gift for these workers who are so 
far from loved ones during the holidays.
 To participate, sign up for one or more items listed on the bulletin board in the rear entry 
hall. Then return your items to the collection box marked “Seafarers” in the main lobby near 
the elevator. Once donations are gathered, we will wrap the boxes for delivery to the Houston 
International Seafarers’ Center. 
 • November 27 - Deadline to submit donations 
• December 3 - Pack boxes in the Parish Hall
• December 4 - Wrap boxes in the Parish Hall after the 10:30 am service

 If you have any questions, please contact Bob DeCesare at 646-644-2433 or bobdec2003@
yahoo.com for more information.   

Fill Seafarer Christmas Boxes
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 Our new mobile app is 
a great way to stay informed 
about meetings, events and 
programs at St. Andrew’s. In 
addition, the app connects 
you with a range of spiritu-
al and educational resourc-
es. The app is available for 
download in the Android 
and Apple app stores. Search 
St. Andrew’s Houston and 
download this new, free tool.

Keep Up 
With Our App

Dear friends, 
 Recently I attended a family wedding and saw an uncle who I do 
not get to see as often as I would like or should.  Most memories of 
my uncle include multiple trips to Six Flags over Texas in Arlington 
when I was a young boy, and playing card games.  
 It was not until later in my life when I learned more about my 
uncle as a person, beyond the fun guy who would visit and take me 
to amusement parks. As a young man in his early twenties, he served 
in the United States Army as a helicopter pilot during the Vietnam 
War.
 As a pilot, he flew covert operations missions, and while he never 

spoke to me about his experience in Vietnam, I do hear on occasion from family members 
about the impact that experience had on him.
 I have never served in the military, but I have always held in great respect the courageous 
women and men who serve on behalf of our country in the midst of conflicts not of their 
choosing. 
 Veteran’s Day is Friday, November 11, and St. Andrew’s will honor this day on Sunday, 
November 13. On that day, we will welcome The Rev. David Peters as our guest homilist. 
David is an Episcopal priest who serves at St. Mark’s, Austin. David served in the military 
as an enlisted marine and an Army chaplain, deploying to Baghdad, Iraq in 2005. David still 
ministers as an Army chaplain in the Army Reserve, and is the founder of the Episcopal Vet-
erans Fellowship. David has also published two books, Death Letter and The Post-Traumatic 
God. 
 On this Sunday, we also invite any and all veterans to dress in their uniforms, and we will 
also take a special collection for Operation Finally Home, a national non-profit organization 
dedicated to building homes for wounded, ill or injured veterans and their families.  
 I hope you will join us on this Sunday as we recognize those in our midst who sacrifice 
and have sacrificed so much for the freedom we enjoy as American citizens.  

God’s Peace,

 You can support St. An-
drew’s every time you shop 
at a Kroger store by enroll-
ing in Kroger Community 
Rewards®! If you’re already 
registered, it’s renewal time. 
Look for the email from  
Kroger with a direct web link 
or visit https://www.kroger.
com/communityrewards  and 
click the Re-Enroll Now 
button. If you want to start 
supporting St. Andrew’s 
when you shop at Kroger, vis-
it the link above and follow 
the steps to enroll. 

Renew Kroger  
Community Rewards 

     We will hold our annual parish election in the Parish Hall immediately following the 
10:30 am service on Sunday, November 13. We are very pleased to present a group of qual-
ified and gifted individuals to join our vestry. Their bios are included in this issue. We will 
also choose representatives for Diocesan Council and other parish committees. After the 
election, we will conclude our gathering with a potluck lunch and fellowship. Please plan to 
be part of this important event in the life of our parish. Bring your favorite main dish, side 
dish or dessert to share!

Participate in Parish Election November 13

 Our Spiritual Reading Group will finish consideration of Thomas Merton’s Seven Sto-
rey Mountain when we meet on Monday, November 14, at 6:30 pm at St. Andrew’s House. 
Merton was a Trappist monk who wrote this autobiographical search for faith and peace 
in 1948. We will discuss the third and final part of the book. Join us through the Facebook 
group SAEC Spiritual Reading Group.

Spritual Reading Group to Conclude Seven Storey Mountain
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  The Parish Discernment Committee (PDC) consists of a number of members of St. Andrew’s, including: PJ Arendt-Ford, 
Richard Quarles, Jimmy Grace, SWayne Mathis, Nancy Simpson, Lisa Mustacchia, Kyle Jones, Carissa Baldwin-McInnis, 
Marianne Haynes and Mary Pauline McElroy.
 What is the work of this committee? The committee has reviewed a great deal of material including previous surveys of 
the parish from the past few years, our parish mission statement, identified core values, and some strategic planning work 
done by the St. Andrew’s School Board.  The outcome of this review process was a desire to create an inclusive congregational 
visioning process that builds upon, but does not replace, visioning work done at St. Andrew’s in the past.
 To that end, the committee drafted and approved a request for proposal to send to consultants that will help facilitate 
this visioning process for the parish. The vestry also approved the expense for a consultant. Once proposals are received, the 
PDC will review them and select the consultant that is best equipped to help St. Andrew’s during this time of parish vision-
ing and discernment. If you have any questions regarding the PDC, please feel free to contact Jimmy Grace.

Discernment Committee Seeks Consultant

Nursery, Children’s and Youth Programs Offered

Celebrate Advent Lessons & Carols
 On Sunday, December 4 at 5 pm, St. Andrew’s will host a service of Advent Lessons & Carols. Framed in a liturgy that 
invites us to pause, reflect, and wait - counter to what our Christmas-crazed culture demands - this service will use readings 
to explore themes of expectation and the mystery of God’s incarnation as Emmanuel, “God with us.” Following the readings 
will be musical selections of either Advent carols sung by all or anthems sung by the St. Andrew’s choir that build on the 
themes of the readings. The use of candlelight, incense and movement will punctuate this service. This service is adapted 
for Advent from the Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols service instituted at Truro Cathedral in Great Britain in 1880 and 
popularized by King’s College, Cambridge, which has sung the service annually since 1918.

 The 9:30 am Education Hour begins with a short music lesson from Organist & Choirmaster John Kirk in the Godly 
Play classroom. Children in PreK through 1st grade stay for interactive stories and activities and 2nd through 5th graders 
move to the Creative Space classroom for a new look at ancient stories. 
 Nursery care is available on the first floor from 9:15 am – noon every Sunday. For more information, contact Lisa Puccio, 
Coordinator for Special Needs Worship and Family Formation at lpuccio@saecheights.org 713-861-5596.
 The Parlor Youth meet at 9:30 am in the former choir room on the 2nd floor for reflections on the readings of the day. 
For more information, contact our youth intern Katelyn Kenny at youth@saecheights.org

 We celebrated the conclusion of our Living Generously giving campaign on October 30 with 
a blessing of pledges and a parish luncheon. We extend a huge thank you to everyone who has 
pledged to the church for 2017, and special thanks to the people who made the campaign a suc-
cess, especially the Stewardship Committee, our Sunday speakers and profile subjects.
 Our campaign theme “Living Generously” reminds us that stewardship is not just about a 
four-week giving campaign. Living Generously means taking every opportunity to reflect on and 
appreciate our daily blessings and serve God and our community freely and joyfully. At its heart, 
stewardship is about being a good steward of our gifts, which is an enriching year-round practice.
 If you missed any part of the campaign, you’re not too late! Please visit saecheights.org/giving 
to see parishioner reflections and videos created by Steve Oprea. Pledge cards are available in the 
pews year-round and can also be printed from our website. St. Andrew’s will gratefully accept your 
pledge at any time.
 Thank you again for your support. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
either of us or a member of the clergy.

A Celebration of Our 2017 Giving Campaign 
by Elspeth Hixon and Ray Purser, Stewardship Co-chairs
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 What is it that drives us to be a part of any community? When we know 
what our motivation is we can clearly see that to be in communion with one 
another is rooted in the desire to give and receive. We receive support, com-
fort, companionship among other things, from our church community, and we 

also have a need to give of ourselves – those gifts 
that long to be shared. These motivations are what 
bring us together as a church community. 
 Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said in 
his first address as the Primate of the Episcopal 
Church that in all decisions we should ask our-
selves “Does this look like love of neighbor?” In my 
short time at St. Andrew’s, I think that I see that much of what happens in this community looks 
like love of neighbor. 
 I came to St. Andrew’s to help give a church home to people who are not always welcome 
in other communities. I think of Rhythms of Grace as what The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Texas, calls a missional community. Rhythms of Grace moves us out 
of the sanctuary and into a world of vulnerability. We 
reach out to a group of people who want to receive and 
give support, comfort and companionship, and yet feel 

excluded from most church settings. Recently in The Dialog, the Diocese of Texas 
news magazine, Bishop Doyle said of the church, “We help people live through 
difficult lives with the love of God, our hope in his grace and mercy, and with the 
loving hands of friends and neighbors.”
 At 2 pm every Sunday afternoon we provide a place for God’s love and mercy 
to be experienced. We are reaching out to the special needs community here in 
the Houston area and beyond. A group from St. Matthias Episcopal Church in 
Shreveport came to visit Rhythms of Grace last summer and they have now started 
a similar service there. St. Cyprian’s in Lufkin has put together a team to explore offering Rhythms of Grace, and in January, 
I will be offering a workshop on our model to church leaders at a national conference.
 This month when we think about all that we are grateful for please know that the Rhythms of Grace community is 
grateful for the people of St. Andrew’s.

Coming Together in Community 
by Lisa Puccio, Coordinator for Special Needs Worship and Family Formation

 As you do your shopping for Thanksgiving, please consider buying and stashing an extra 
turkey for donation to the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry. The turkeys will be 
included in the Pantry’s Christmas baskets for client families. If you do not have room to 
store your extra purchase until December, please contact Food Pantry director Alice Bongers 
at 713-861-6155, and she will find room in the pantry’s freezer.

 With the holidays quickly approaching, support for the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry and those it serves is 
even more critical. Due to the holiday schedule, St. Andrew’s will serve on the third Saturday 
of November and December. All are welcome to join our team on Saturday, November 19 and 
Saturday, December 17 to stock shelves and help pantry clients do their holiday shopping. 
We volunteer from 9:30 am to noon at the pantry, which is located at 3523 Beauchamp, just 
down the street from Travis Elementary School. All teens and adults are welcome! Training 
for first-time volunteers is provided every Saturday. Contact Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis at 
cbaldwin-mcginnis@saecheights.org with questions.

Support Food Pantry During Holiday Season

Buy Turkeys for Food Pantry Christmas Baskets
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Give to LOTS 
As a supporting congregation of Lord of the Streets (LOTS) Minis-
try to the disadvantaged in Houston, St. Andrew’s regularly sends a 
group to serve breakfast, collects hygiene products and adult clothing 
and encourages volunteering in their Clothing and Hygiene Center. 
LOTS currently needs volunteers in their distribution area on week-
days, especially Monday through Friday mornings and from 12:30-
1:30 pm Monday through Thursday. Please contact Myra Mitchell at 
LOTS at volunteer_LOTS@yahoo.com or 713-526-0311 to learn 
more. Please also consider donating the much-needed items, listed 
below, which can be left in the carts in the main lobby near the el-
evator.

• New men's underwear - briefs or boxers
• Men's pants - waist sizes 28-38
• Backpacks and large totes
• Belts for men and women
• Socks for men and women
• New women's underpants
• Men’s t-shirts, size L, XL and XXL 
• 

Thanks to everyone who served breakfast at LOTS in October!

 Celebrate Thanksgiving with a service of Holy Eucharist at 7 pm on Wednesday, November 23. This service will recog-
nize all that goes into making Thanksgiving a meaningful holiday with a Blessing of Hands for all who will labor, serve and 
nourish and a Litany of Thanksgiving to recognize God's many blessings. Come be refreshed on Thanksgiving Eve at 7 pm. 

Enjoy Thanksgiving Service November 23

Our Black Hat ministry provides warm hats for those hungry and homeless individuals who come to our doors every day. 
Kits and yarn with optional knit or crochet patterns are available in the main lobby near the elevator. Take a kit, make a hat 
and return to the marked basket. These items help warm the bodies and the souls of those with whom we share our sack 
lunches. With cooler weather coming, it’s time to grab your needles and get to work! Donations of hats, yarn and crochet/
knitting needles are always welcome. Just place in the box that is labeled "Black Hat". Questions? Contact Priscilla Bur-
roughs at pk_burroughs@yahoo.com

Join the Black Hat Bunch!

 Everyone is invited to come and celebrate the first Sunday of Advent during the 
9:30 am Education Hour in the Parish Hall on Sunday, November 27. We’ll provide 
the wreaths, greenery, candles and prayer booklets, and you bring your garden clippers 
or shears. A coffee cake to share or small donation is also welcome!

Make Advent Wreaths November 27 



From the Associate Rector
by The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis• Let us know if your  

 information has changed.
• Share your email address  
 to receive schedule re- 
 minders and changes
• Contact the church  
 office with updates.

Introduce Yourself...
 Please wear your name 
tag when attending St. An-
drew’s. Putting a name with 
a face helps build our com-
munity. For a new or replace-
ment name tag, contact the 
church office.

Got News?
 If you have information 
of interest to St. Andrew’s, 
contact the church office. 

Get the Latest
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 If you are unable to 
attend church because 
of health or mobility is-
sues and would like to 
share Eucharist with 
your parish family, please  
notify The Rev. Caris-
sa Baldwin-McGinnis 
at cbaldwin-mcginnis@
saecheights.org or call the 
church office at 713-861-
5596 by Friday. We have 
trained Lay Eucharistic 
Visitors who are ready 
and able to bring our Holy 
Banquet to you. 

Communion 
Available To Go

 If you have set foot in a Ten Thousand Villages store, you have an 
idea of the Baldwin-McGinnis style of home décor. This is where my 
family does much of its compulsive and intentional shopping. If you 
like imports, or if you like socially conscious consumption, then this 
is the place for you. One hundred percent of St. Andrew's staff agrees 
that Ten Thousand Villages is the bomb.
 Ten Thousand Villages (tenthousandvillages.com) creates oppor-
tunities for artisans in developing countries to earn income by bringing 
their products and stories to western markets through long-term, fair trading relationships. 
The enterprise improves the lives of 20,000 makers in 30 developing countries.
 St. Andrew's is invited to an exclusive night of shopping just for our community! Come 
check out the linens and serving trays you might need for your Thanksgiving feast. Buy all 
your Christmas presents in one place! And what could be better than shopping in Rice Vil-
lage, where you can have coffee, cocktails or a nice dinner after you shop. 
 Our shopping event will be Thursday, November 17, from 6 to 8 pm at 2424 Rice Bou-
levard. Remember, this is JUST FOR US!!! So, bring your neighbors and invite your friends. 
Fifteen percent of proceeds will benefit the Episcopal Relief and Development Fund for 
emergency relief to disaster-affected communities.
 You’ll find coffee, tea, soap, backpacks, wall hangings, bookends, jewelry, chocolate, bas-
kets, music CDs and more. Plus, you’ll be supporting other people all over the world! Join 
us!!!

Shop for a Great Cause November 17

     The annual Heights ecumenical dinner and worship service in observance of Thanksgiving 
will take place on Monday, November 21. Supper will be served at 5:30 pm and worship be-
gins at 7 pm at Heights Christian Church (1703 Heights Blvd.). All are invited.

Join Interfaith Thanksgiving and Worship November 21

 Addie’s 50+ Group will visit NASA on Wednesday, November 30 to see the new Inde-
pendence Plaza with the recent shuttle installation. Our bus will leave St. Andrew’s parking 
lot at 8:30 am. The cost per person is $12, and extras included in the ticket price are a tram 
tour of several exercise buildings, presentations and three movies about the space program.  
Various lunch options are available for $9-$11 per person. All funds for this exciting trip 
must be deposited with Addie Smith by November 22 for advance ticket purchase. Call 
Addie for reservations and payment arrangements at 713-304-6449 or 832-986-5378.

Reservations Required:  50+ Trip to NASA November 30

In Memoriam
Ardath Hinojosa

September 10, 1924 – August 13, 2016
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Financial Snapshot  • As of September 30, 2016 
              September                                             Year to Date (YTD)
Category  Actual        Budget  Actual      Budget %YTD Budget
Pledge Payments  $21,865            $29,183  $264,531        $350,196     73%
Non-Pledge Payments     2,620                  4,167      36,013            50,004   72%
Loose Currency             638                   833        8,795              9,996    88%
Ryhthms of Grace               163                   167        1,953              2,000     98%   
    ___________________________    _________________________________
Total Plate  $26,286            $34,350  $301,292        $412,196      73%
Other Income      2,849                4,654      63,210            39,670    89%
    ______________________  ______________________________________
TOTAL RECEIPTS $28,135            $39,004   $367,502        $483,436      75%
EXPENDITURES   37,544               45,138                   368,132          511,635       72%
Review of Actual to Budget

• YTD Operating Income is approximately $4,000 (1%) over budget
• YTD Operating Expenses are approximately $21,000 (5%) under budget

Faith Matters - 9:30 am Parish Hall
Faith Matters – 9:30 am, Parish Hall

• November 6 – Calendars of Saints - In observance of All Saints Day, Jimmy Grace begins a two-part series on 
calendars of saints to be used in worship, teaching or private devotion. The fist week looks at “Holy Women, Holy 
Men,” an official expansion of the Episcopal Church’s calendar of saints.

• November 13 - Second Sunday Breakfast
• November 20 – Calendars of Saints - Jimmy Grace concludes the series on calendars of saints to be used in wor-

ship, teaching or private devotion with a look at “A Year with American Saints.” This resource is a calendar of saints 
specifically from the American context with biographies and source material by each.

• November 27 – Advent Wreath Making - On this first Sunday of Advent, all parishioners are invited to make 
advent wreaths in the Parish Hall

Adult Forum – 9:30 am, Associate Rector’s Office
 This small discussion group focuses on the weekly Gospel lesson or other current topics. The group uses resources pre-
pared by Biblical scholars for lay people to learn and discuss while growing in understanding God’s word.

Adorn Our Altar
 The gift of weekly altar flowers is a wonderful way to remember a loved one or special occasion. A contribution of $80 
purchases two arrangements for Sunday services, and donations in any amount are appreciated and acknowledged. See the 
bulletin board in the rear entry hallway for the Altar Flower Calendar and sign up for any Sunday. Drop your check in the 
collection plate or mail to the church office - please specify “Altar Flowers” on your check. Contact Elizabeth McCormick 
at eamack@sbcglobal.net or 832-661-7300 for more details. 

• October 2 by Cathey Harrison in celebration of Parker’s birthday
• October 9 by John Randall in celebration of Aunt Karen’s birthday
• October 16 by Mary & David Rennie in memory of Kenneth Rennie and Ana Yeung
• October 23 by David & Janna Webber in memory of Chris Webber and Carly Smith
• October 30 by Nancy Simpson in thanksgiving for members of St. Andrew’s School & Board

Altar Flowers Given to the Glory of God:
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SUNDAY  8:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I
   9:15 am  Nursery Open
   9:30 am  Education Hour
              10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
        2 pm Rhythms of Grace

THURSDAY              9:30 am Healing Eucharist
             10:15 am  Bible Study

FIRST FRIDAY              6:30 pm Taize Service
OF THE MONTH 

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s CHURCH
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-5596
trish.mehrkam 
@saecheights.org 
www.saecheights.org
Office Hours:  
M - F, 9 am to 2 pm

SCHOOL
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008
713-861-2954
standrewsschool@saesin-
theheights.org
www.saecintheheights.org

Trish Mehrkam
Parish Administrator and 

Ministries Coordinator

Deidre Grawl
Membership Secretary

Lisa Puccio
Coordinator for Special 

Needs and Family 
Formation

John Kirk 
Organist & Choirmaster

Nancy Simpson
Head of School

Bill Gilbert
Organist Emeritus
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The Rev. James M. L. Grace
Rector

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis
Associate Rector

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth

Electronic Service Requested

 Did you know you can read The Voice on our website? Issues are post-
ed each month at www.saecheights.org/the-voice/ To go “online-only,” 
contact communications@saecheights.org or call 713-861-5596.

Think Green!


