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Blessed by Blessing of the Animals           

by  by Lucy Matte 

 

For most of my adult life, I have volunteered for many good causes. I 

always felt that because my life was blessed, it was my duty to give back. 

From my perspective, this moves me a small step towards a personal and 

spiritual balance. For most charitable causes, I received much more than 

I gave.  
 

A few years ago, I heard about AniMeals. AniMeals is an extension of 

Meals on Wheels. The volunteers who deliver low income and homebound seniors their meals 

discovered that many of these seniors were requesting additional food. It was not because the 

meal did not satisfy their hunger but because they were sharing their food with their pet 

companions. For those of us that have pets, our pets are not just animals but family members.  If 

we could not afford dog or cat food and had no ability to get to the store to purchase pet food, 

we can certainly relate to sharing our food with our pets. I can also relate, as an “empty nester,” 

that my dog is my companion. In addition, my own elderly mom, who continues to live by herself 

and doesn’t go out much or have a lot of visitors, never feels like she is alone because she has 

her kitty. This summer, I began volunteering as a route driver to deliver AniMeals food each 

month to the elderly. To meet the needs of Houston’s seniors with pet companions, each month 

approximately 9000 pounds of pet food is delivered to seniors in the Houston area.  Last week, 

after phoning each senior on my list to notify them that I was coming, I did my route delivery in 

the morning. I noticed that Ms. Maria’s window air conditioning unit was not on. She was trying 

to save on electricity.  After knocking on her screen door and identifying myself, I could hear 

her telling her little dog Scooter that the nice lady had come with his food. After hearing a few 

barks and more conversation with Scooter, they both arrived at the door with smiles on their 

faces. As I was heading back to my car, I also had a smile on my face and thought how wonderful 

it was that Ms. Maria and Scooter had each other as companions and that I could play a small 

role in helping them make life just a little bit easier. 
 

On October 7, we at St. Andrew’s will have our annual Blessing of the Animals. We use this 

event to gather donations of unopened dry cat and dog food to benefit AniMeals.  Prior to this 

event, I try to educate workmates, friends, and neighbors about AniMeals and solicit donations. 

If anyone is unable to attend the Blessing of the Animals, I gather their donations and bring them 

to the event.  Please consider doing the same and helping approximately 570 seniors with their 

1,200 pet companions that count on AniMeals in the Houston area.  

 

 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 
November 

2018 

Thanks to   

Summerhouse for 

folding The Voice 

and our Service  

Bulletins 

Serving adults with 

intellectual disabilities in 

the Houston Heights 

summerhousehouston.org 

shredforindependence.com 

 
 

 
 

 
Meet St. Andrew’s New Archivist  
This summer, Lisa Moore began the task of organizing St. Andrew’s 

historical documents and photographs. The long-neglected “archives”  

are now being carefully organized and preserved thanks to her hard 

work.  

 

Give Online with 
Realm 
Sign up at onrealm.org to 

give and track your giving 

online. Use a credit/debit 

card or bank account to 

make recurring or one-time 

payments. It’s easy to give 

and monitor your giving. 

Create your account today - 

it’s safe, secure and 

convenient. 

 

http://onrealm.org/


 

  

Rector’s Column    

by the Rev. Jimmy Grace 

 
     “He who has courage and faith will never perish in misery!” 

   Anne Frank 
 

“I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace.  In the 

world you face persecution.  But take courage; I have conquered the 

world!” 

Jesus, John 16:33 
 

Twenty years ago, I had the privilege of visiting the home of Anne 

Frank in Amsterdam.  It was there that I purchased a copy of her diary.  I saw with my 

eyes the rooms, hidden behind bookshelves, false doors, and furniture that she hid in.   

 

Some 20 years later, during my sabbatical, our family traveled to Berlin and visited 

many sites associated with the grim history of World War II.  We stood in the place 

where 75 years ago books considered too controversial were piled high and burned.  We 

visited memorials acknowledging the loss of untold numbers of people during the 

holocaust.  Most powerful to me was how transparent and honest the German 

government is in addressing this difficult chapter of their history.  

 

All the museums dealing with World War II history, the Nazis, the holocaust – all are 

free to the public.  It was not lost on me that an entire city block in downtown Berlin is 

dedicated as a memorial to the Jewish people whose lives ended prematurely in the 

holocaust, while the location of the bunker where Hitler died is now a parking lot that 

bears no mention of his name or memory.   

 

Anne Frank wrote the above words facing life in a concentration camp and certain death.  

If she could find the happiness, faith, and courage within herself under those 

circumstances, then certainly we can, and should, too.  The beauty of the Christian faith 

that I return to again and again is that in the darkest of times, the light of Christ is present 

and guiding us, if we will just open our eyes to see it. 
 

The gifts of courage and faith are ours to behold if we but look for them and receive 

them.  Although it may appear otherwise to you, through the eyes of faith and courage, 

the faithful see that Christ has conquered the world.  We are in God’s hands, no matter 

what darkness we may find ourselves in.  The light of Christ is with you, always. 

 

God’s Peace,  

                         
 

 
   

         

                                                 

 

 

  

  

 

 

We Celebrate with 

Peter William Bachicha, son of Liz 

Newchurch & Stephen Bachicha 

and  

Genevieve Rose Jones, daughter of 

Anne & Kyle Jones 

who were baptized on September 2 

 

 
 

Cara Lynn Brydle 

Lisa Anne Carpenter-Moore 

Katherine Rose Charlton 

Terry Joseph Charlton, V 

Sandi Davis 

Camryn Rene Kelly 

Katelyn Michele Kelly 

Tamra Michelle Kelly 

Townes Henderson Salinas 

Edward James Vosko 

Keri Frances  

and 

Olivia Kauk Wittpenn 

who were confirmed on September 2 
 

Marissa Francis Lyon 

Kirstie Valverde 

and 

Brian Thomas Wittpenn 

who were received on September 2 

 

 
 

We welcome 

New members 

Stephen Davis 

Gina Vosko 

Spencer Vosko 

and 

Caroline Vosko 

           
We extend our Sympathy 

to 

The family of Wendy Lowery 

Bruney who died on August 30 

 

 

 

 

Learn at Integrity Series 
Integrity Houston is kicking off a quarterly educational series on November 16.  Our 

first offering will be "Intersex" - Examining the I in LGBTQIA with local leaders Mo 

Cortez and Koomah. Join us for an evening of fellowship and learning at Christ Church 

Cathedral from 7 to 9 pm. For more information please visit our new 

website integrityhou.com or contact SWayne Mathis at 832-630-0651.   

 

http://integrityhou.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Remembrance Sunday, November 11 

        by John Kirk 
 

Sunday, November 11 marks the centennial of the armistice that ended 

World War I, which went into effect at 11 am on November 11, 1918. While 

this date was originally commemorated as Armistice Day, the United States 

changed it to the broader holiday of Veterans Day. While Veterans Day is a 

strictly national holiday, the Church of England annually commemorates the end of hostilities 

in WWI on Remembrance Sunday, the Sunday closest to November 11. 
 

Originally described as “the war to end all wars,” World War I was the first modern war, with 

casualties among both the military and civilians more enormous than any previous war. 

Remembrance Sunday was founded to not only commemorate those who lost their lives in the 

war, but also so that the world would not forget the high and terrible cost of war and violence. 

To this end, services of Remembrance not only commemorate the fallen but also contain 

communal commitments to work for peace and reconciliation.  
 

Much like Jesus did during his earthly ministry, it is the Church’s duty and practice to advocate 

for peace and reconciliation and against violence and destruction. While national holidays are 

not liturgical ones, they present us with an opportunity to bring our faith into action and 

recognize how our faith and beliefs shape our attitudes and behavior outside of our church 

building.  
 

Here at St. Andrew’s, we will observe Remembrance Sunday through liturgy and music. At our 

10:30 am service, the St. Andrew’s Choir will present movements of Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem 

mass with a chamber orchestra to honor those who have died in war. All of our services on 

November 11 will contain prayers for peace and a commitment to peace and justice. The World 

War I memorial plaque in our narthex (to the right of the nave doors) will also be decorated for 

the occasion.  

 

 

Our Strong Foundation 
Autumn is upon us.  The season of long anticipated cooler 

temperatures brings with it a fresh feeling and the perfect time of 

year for reflection before the busy holiday season.  The fall 

season also marks the time of year that we begin our annual 

stewardship campaign. 
 

This year’s theme, “Our Strong Foundation,” is taken from 

Matthew 7:25.  
 

The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; 

yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 
 

It reminds us that we do indeed have a strong foundation here at St. Andrew’s and that  

while God is the owner of our foundation, it is up to us to be good stewards and ensure 

that foundation remains resilient and becomes even stronger.  
 

The costs to nurture our foundation are real.   We ask that you consider your personal 

commitment for the coming year and take time to reflect on the gifts of St. Andrew’s and 

how your individual experiences have brought you closer to God. Gifts to the parish are 

not just financial - they also include our time and talent, all needed to nurture our 

foundation. 

   

Our Stewardship Campaign will help us establish our 2019 operating budget.   Be on the 

lookout for the “Our Strong Foundation” materials coming to your home.  Pledging is 

easy, and we’ve made it even easier this year with an online pledge option.  But if you 

prefer the more traditional method, your pledge materials will include a pledge card that 

can be mailed or placed in the alms baskets.  Your pledge is meaningful at any level.  
 

Thank you for your prayerful support of St. Andrew’s and the “Our Strong Foundation” 

Stewardship Campaign.      

 

The Flowers on 

the Altar are 

given to the Glory 

of God 

 

On August 12 by Lynn Ringh in 

memory of his sister Connie 

Conley 

 

On August 26 by Nancy Simpson 

in memory of Betty & Ernest F. 

Simpson 
 

On September 2 by Cathey 

Harrison is memory of "Sissy" 

Elaine Massey's birthday 
 

On September 9 by DeAnna Bosch 

in honor of Michael Bosch's 

birthday 
 

On September 16 by Elizabeth 

Gleason in memory of Rob Blaine 
 

On September 23 by Alli Jarrett in 

memory of Mary Frances & Bill 

Jarrett and Martha & Forrest Liger 
 

On September 30 by Cathey 

Harrison in honor of Parker 

Harrison's birthday 

 
 

 

 

 



 

We are the Rodriguez Family - Jim, Denise, and Elizabeth Rose 

by Denise Hansen 

 

We would like to share our story in hopes of starting a conversation about abundance. Seven 

years ago, we began to build our family, and like any good construct we made sure the 

foundation was strong and the pillars could withstand the responsibility of bringing children into 

our home. We had a loving marriage, faith in God, and more financial abundance than either of 

us had enjoyed as children. Our journey began as foster parents, which afforded us the blessing 

of many little feet running through our hearts and home. We had loved and said goodbye to 

precious souls that called us mommy and daddy but who we would never have the joy of 

watching grow up. Their presence, and then absences, shook us to our core. Our intention was 

to build a family and at the same time give a child what they lacked. They needed a home: we 

had one; they needed love: we had plenty; they needed someone to spend time with them: we 

had no other children to distract us. What we did not plan on was that with every child we 

accepted into our hearts and then lost, it challenged our faith in the system and in God. We felt 

punished and broken after each and every loss.  
 

It had become obvious that no matter how strong our marriage and our faith in God, our hearts were 

unprotected and vulnerable.  After many sleepless and tearful nights, we decided no more. But God’s 

plan for us offered more abundance than all our grief. 
 

Several months later, the foster agency called and requested our help with a temporary placement that 

was unlikely to result in adoption. We understood the conditions and anticipated a short-term placement.  

They placed Elizabeth in our home on March 17. By November—on National Adoption Day—we would 

be in front of a judge and once again crying, but this time tears of absolute joy. We had a beautiful 

daughter who we would love and watch grow. 
 

Now as we look back, we realize that the unprotected and vulnerable heart is what gave us the ability to 

love each child that came, and ultimately left, our home and is the same unprotected heart that allows us 

to receive God’s blessing. This journey is hard to explain and hard for most to comprehend, but it is by 

far the most profound feeling of abundance and gratitude that we have experienced in our lives.  

 

 

         The Blessing of a Special Gift 
by Cindy Babbitt 

 

This beautiful icon, created by Cindy Babbitt, was dedicated at services on Sunday, September 

30. 
 

The icon “The Guardian Angel and child” is inspired by a set of stained-glass windows in the 

St. John the Evangelist Church in Wiltshire, England. The angel is both a vigilant soldier with 

a huge sword and nurturing spirit protecting the child with its beautiful angelic wings. To me, 

it represents God’s love, which is both strong and tender. 

 

The icon is painted on a birch board, which has 10-20 layers of gesso and has been sanded 

many times to create the ideal surface.  The paint is egg tempera, an ancient technique, which 

uses dry pigment powders with egg yolk and white wine.  The paint is slowly layered to create 

subtle colors.  After the icon is finished, it is oiled to protect the icon from insects and fading.  

 

I have been studying in the Russian Byzantine 14th through 15th century tradition of icon 

writing and have worked with several Russian-born iconographers and other professionals for 

2 years. I am still a novice with much to learn. I knew this icon would be given to St. 

Andrew’s Episcopal School from the minute I started it. I have been teaching art at our school 

for years, and I feel that this icon represents what our school and church is to our community, a 

nurturing and safe place, full of love. 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar of Events 

Visit saecheights.org or call 713-861-5596 to learn more about these and other events at St. Andrew’s. 

 
WEEKLY  
 

SUNDAYS    

9:30 am Education Hour 

for adults, youth, and 

children 

Faith Matters, in the 

Parish Hall, and Adult 

Forum, in the Associate 

Rector’s Office, for adults 

The Parlor for youth, and 

Sunday School for children 

in the 2nd floor classrooms 
 

11:45 am Coffee 

Time in the Parish Hall  

Food and fellowship 
 

2 pm Rhythms of Grace in 

the Parish Hall 

A welcoming service for 

families with all abilities 

 

 
 

MONDAYS 

8 pm Alcoholics 

Anonymous in the Parish 

Hall  
 

TUESDAYS 

4:45 pm Junior Choristers 

Choir Rehearsal in the 

Choir Room, St. Andrew’s 

House 

 

5:45 pm Choristers Choir 

Rehearsal in the Choir 

Room, St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

7 pm Alcoholics 

Anonymous in the Parish 

Hall  

 

WEDNESDAYS 

6 am Men’s Bible Study 

in St. 

Andrew’s 

House 

 

8:30 am 

Women’s 

Bible Sudy in St. 

Andrew’s House 

 

 

7 pm St. Andrew’s Choir 

Rehearsal in the Choir 

Room, St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

THURSDAYS 

5-9 pm  

HIM Food 

Pantry 

Volunteer 

Evening 

3523 Beauchamp 
 

7:15 pm English Dance 

Group in the Parish Hall 

on 1st & 3rd Thursdays 
 

FRIDAYS 

8 pm Alcoholics 

Anonymous  

in St. Andrew’s House  

 

SATURDAYS 

7:15 pm HATDS Contra 

Dance Group in the Parish 

Hall on   

2nd & 4th Saturdays 
 

MONTHLY 
 

1st SUNDAY 

11:45 am Pack 

sack lunches in 

the Parish Hall  

For distribution to the 

hungry in our 

neighborhood 
 

2nd SUNDAY 

7:45 am Episcopal 

Veterans Fellowship 

Group  
 

9:30 am Second Sunday  

Breakfast in the Parish 

Hall 

and 

Lego 

Play 

day for children and 

parents in the Creative 

Space classroom 

 

5 pm Choral Evensong 

followed by a reception in 

the Oak Table Room 

 
 

 

 

 

4th SUNDAY 

2-3 pm Integrity Houston 

meeting at St. Andrew’s 

House 
 

3:30-5:30 pm Daughters of 

the King in the Parlor 

Youth Room 

 

2nd MONDAY 

6:30 pm Spiritual Reading 

Group in St. Andrew’s 

House 

 

4th SATURDAY 

10 am-noon Heights 

Interfaith Ministries Food 

Pantry Work Day  

3523 Beauchamp 

Assist clients, stock shelves 

and provide help where 

needed. 

 

OCTOBER 
Saturday, October 6  

9:30 am-noon 

Crochet Lessons with 

Priscilla Burroughs in the 

Parish Hall 
 

5 pm YogaMass in the 

Parish Hall 
 

Sunday, October 7 

Episcopal School Sunday 

 

11:45 am-2 pm MOSEAC 

Maintenance 

Work Hours 

at the BBQ 

pit 

 

 

 

4 pm Blessing of the 

Animals on the front lawn 

 
 

 

Tuesday, October 9 

10-11:30 am Meals on 

Wheels training in St. 

Andrew’s House 

Sign up with Meals on 

Wheels 713-533-4978  

 

 

 

 

Friday, October 12 

Family Friday  
 

Saturday, October 13 

9 am Mini-Retreat with 

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-

McGinnis in St. Andrew’s 

House 

 

Sunday, October 14 

Stewardship Campaign 

Kick-off 

 

Tuesday, October 16 

Ladies Night Out  

meet at Plonk Beer & 

Wine, 1214 W. 43rd 

 
 

Saturday, October 20 

8:30 am-5:30 pm Mental 

Health First Aide 

Workshop in the Parish 

Hall 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

Saturday, November 3 

9 am Baptism Workshop in 

St. Andrew’s House 

 

Sunday, November 4 

All Saint’s Sunday 

 

Sunday, November 11 

Remembrance Sunday 

 

 
 

Faure Requiem Mass with 

chamber orchestra at 10:30 

am service 

 

Monday, November 12 

7 pm Ladies Night Out 

meet at Down the Street, 

5746 Larkin St. 

 

(continued on back) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday, November 13 

10-11:30 am Meals on 

Wheels training in St. 

Andrew’s House 

Sign up with Meals on 

Wheels 713-533-4978  

 

Saturday, November 17 

National Adoption Day 

10 am-2 pm in the church 

parking lot 
 

 
National Adoption Day 

is observed annually on 

the Saturday before 

Thanksgiving.  This event 

is focused on raising 

awareness of children in 

foster care. The event is 

being co-sponsored by St. 

Andrew’s and Cultivating 

Families, a not for profit 

organization that equips 

faith-based communities to 

care for foster and adopted 

children. Please join us in 

the church parking lot for 

fun and festivities for all 

ages.  

 

 

5 am MOSAEC cooking 

for Thanksgiving in the 

BBQ pit! 
 

5 pm YogaMass in the 

Parish Hall 
 

Wednesday, November 21 

7 pm Thanksgiving Eve 

Service 

 
 

 

 

 

Thursday, November 22 

Thanksgiving Day, office 

closed Thursday & Friday 
 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR FOR THE 

CHRISTMAS MARKET 

AND ADVENT 

WREATH MAKING ON 

DECEMBER 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

Donate to Seafarer Boxes 
It’s that time of the year again! 

Very soon it will be time to start assembling our Seafarers Christmas Boxes.  The Seafarers ministry, 

through its partner parishes, distributes between 11,000 and 12,000 Christmas boxes to merchant 

marines who come into the Port of Houston between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day.  It is a 

wonderful ministry and a great way to spread the blessing of the holiday to others from around the 

world.  
 

Some of the items we will be collecting are: 

Band-Aids  socks  combs    baseball caps 

playing cards  sewing kits key chains  toothbrushes   

nail clippers  post cards  pens and pencils  hard candy 

calendars  notebooks Texas souvenirs    disposable razors       

puzzles and games baseball caps        Kleenex   flashlights 

  

We try to fill 50 boxes, so quantities of 50 are greatly appreciated. 

However, any amounts are always appreciated and welcome! 

This year we are also looking to replenish our supply of Christmas  

wrapping paper.  So, if you see a good deal on wrapping paper  

please feel free to pick up a few rolls.  The lonely men and women  

on the boats will appreciate it!   
 

Look for the sign-up sheet on the blue bulletin board. For more  

information, help or suggestions, please contact Bob DeCesare  

at bobdec2003@yahoo.com  or 646-644-2433. 

 

Read Gilead with Spiritual Reading Group  
The St. Andrew’s Spiritual Reading Group will be discussing the first half (up to 

page 120) of Marilynne Robinson’s novel Gilead at our meeting on October 8. The 

group meets on the second Monday of each month from 6:30 to 8 pm in St. 

Andrew’s House. Gilead is a 2004 Pulitzer Prize winning novel that earned the 

National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction, listed as a New York Times Top-

Ten Book of 2004 and is noted as a PBS Great American Read selection. 
 

John Ames discovers that he has terminal cancer. The book is his legacy for his 

young son as he remembers his life and recounts his experiences of his father and 

grandfather. All three men were Congregationalist ministers in Gilead, Iowa. 
                                 

The book can be purchased online and is also available at the Houston Public 

Library. Contact John Grothues at johngrothues@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Excerpt from Gilead 

You and Tobias are hopping around in the sprinkler. The sprinkler is a magnificent invention because 

it exposes raindrops to sunshine. This does occur in nature, but it is rare. When I was in seminary I 

used to go sometimes to watch the Baptists down at the river. It was something to see the preacher 

lifting the one who was being baptized up out of the water and the water pouring off the garments and 

the hair. It did look like a birth or a resurrection. For us the water just heightens the touch of the 

pastor’s hand on the sweet bones of the head, sort of like making an electrical connection. I’ve always 

loved to baptize people, though I have sometimes wished there were more shimmer and splash involved 

in the way we go about it.  Well, but you two are dancing around in your iridescent little downpour, 

whooping and stomping as sane people ought to do when they encounter a thing so miraculous as 

water. 

 

 

 

Support Heights Food Pantry 
There are several ways you can help those served by the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry. 

You can volunteer with our team. On Saturday, October 27, at 3523 Beauchamp, we will work with 

pantry clients from 9:30 am to noon. It’s fun, it’s easy, and it feels good! Contribute to the Pantry. 

Non-perishable staples are always welcome, and each month we are collecting specific, high demand 

items. In October, we are collecting canned fruit (low sugar), and in November, you are invited to 

bring diapers (sizes 4 and 5). All contributions can be dropped in the bins adjacent to the first-floor 

elevators.  We are no longer collecting egg cartons for HIM Food Pantry. 

 

mailto:bobdec2003@yahoo.com
mailto:johngrothues@gmail.com


 

St. Andrew’s in Pictures  

 
 

 Rally Day 2018 

 

                                  

    

 

         
                            
 

Bishop Monterroso visits  

at 10:30 am and Rhythms of Grace 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                            
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Heights Interfaith Food  

pantry Work Day 

      

  
                                                                           
 

 

Men of St. Andrew’s wins 

1st place at the 

4th Annual Labor Day 

Holy Grill Cook Off 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Sunday Morning Education Hour at 9:30 am  
On Sundays at 9:30 am all ages gather on the 2nd floor for education and community-building. Adult classes meet in 

the Parish Hall for Faith Matters and the Associate Rector’s Office for Adult Forum. On the second Sunday of the 

month we set aside our usual education schedule to enjoy breakfast together in the Parish Hall at 9:30 am. Children 

and parents are also invited for Lego play time in the Creative Space classroom during the 9:30 hour on second Sundays. 
 

Coming Up at Faith Matters 
October 7 - In observance of Episcopal School Sunday, St. Andrew's Episcopal School teachers will present on the 

Montessori method for child formation followed by a tour of the school's classrooms. 

October 14 - 2nd Sunday Breakfast 

October 21 - Stewardship: What is stewardship anyway?  Learn what stewardship means in the Episcopal church 

and enjoy time for personal reflection on the ways you already give of your time, your talent, and your money. 

October 28 - Stewardship: A map of our time.  The entire congregation is encouraged to participate in this activity in 

which we will map the time we are collectively investing in ministry. 

November 4 - Stewardship: Community Investments.  This session will tell of St. Andrew's recent investment of 

time, talent, and treasure in the community beyond our campus.   

November 11 - Second Sunday Breakfast with Veteran’s Day Guest Speaker, United States Army Staff Sergeant 

James Slevin 

November 18 - Hear about non-profit missions that St. Andrew's will support in its Christmas Giving Market and 

explore the history of social justice as a commitment of the Episcopal Church. 

November 25 - Hear about non-profit missions that St. Andrew's will support in its Christmas Giving Market and 

explore current questions of social justice as a commitment of the Episcopal Church. 

 

Parlor Youth 
Youth in 6th through 12th grade meet in the Parlor Youth Room for discussion, fellowship, and donuts. With the 

departure of Liz Luna as Youth Intern, Carissa Baldwin- McGinnis is working to support youth, youth families, and 

youth program volunteers to keep the formation of our pre-teens and teens moving forward.  To volunteer, get 

involved or for information, please contact Carissa at 626-808-2483. 

 
Children’s Sunday School 
Children in PreK through 5th grade gather in the Creative Space and Godly Play classrooms to 

learn about God’s people and the church in the world through stories, songs, and art.  

October 7- The Story of Moses  

October 14 - Second Sunday Breakfast & Lego Play Day 

October 21 - The Call of Samuel  

October 28 - David is Anointed 

November 4 - All Saints  

November 11 - Second Sunday Breakfast & Lego Play Day 

November 18 - Prophet Isaiah  

November 25 - Advent  

Be a Part of the Community 
 

Make friends on Family Fridays. Have you ever wanted to meet more families at St. Andrews? 

Do your children want to meet more young Episcopalians? If so, check out Family Fridays. Once 

a month we get together at church or a church member’s house to share food and fellowship. We 

let the kids run around and play while the adults relax with a beer or glass of wine. Everyone is 

welcome! Please contact Mary Eyuboglu at mary_eyuboglu@yahoo.com to sign up to be on the 

invitee list or to volunteer your home for a Family Friday.  

 
 

It’s not too Late to Gear Up for Great Gatherings. Please join fellow parishioners for the 2018-2019 season of St. 

Andrew’s small group ministry, Great Gatherings (formerly known as Moveable Feast).  Great Gatherings is a fun way 

to get to know each other better and strengthen community.  If you’re new or did not participate last year, groups of 

10-12 adults meet approximately monthly at members’ homes, the church, or any convenient location.  Each group 

decides the meeting dates and venue. To sign up or for more information, please contact Terri Hoever 

at terricloth@earthlink.net. 
 

 

mailto:mary_eyuboglu@yahoo.com
mailto:terricloth@earthlink.net


 

The Men of St. Andrew’s Ministry (MOSAEC) was founded to barbecue and raise money 

for a discretionary and confidential help-fund for SAEC parishioners in need. This unique 

ministry had an enthusiastic genesis, has always been self-sustaining, and has helped 

multiple parishioners in past years. The proud history of the group is our primary roadmap 

to build upon this unique fusion of Texas and SAEC fellowship traditions! Our mission is 

to barbecue and to help fellow parishioners. 
 

By the seat-of-our-pants, we’ve refurbished the pit (The Texas), held two barbecues and prepared Rally Day breakfast. 

To achieve a robust/sustainable ministry footing our short-term goals are to increase our members and participation, 

and to erect a Vestry/Property Committee-approved pavilion style covering to protect The Texas from the elements and 

MOSAEC members from the hot Texas sun. We envision this pavilion space may be used for any ministry’s outdoor 

events when The Texas is not in use. 
 

MOSAEC is organizing the garage for the benefit of all St. Andrew’s ministries. During our last work day, we installed 

a new garage side door and began organizing.  All gentleman and lady parishioners are encouraged to join; no barbecue 

experience needed and there are no expected time commitments. All contributions of time and talent are appreciated!  

Find MOSAEC on SAEC webpage under Fellowship and click the Join tab in the menu or talk to Greg Bayles. 

 

Treasurer’s 
Report 
by Greg Caudell 
 

Although I’ve been acting 

as treasurer for several 

months now, I still feel a 

bit like the understudy. 

Chris Barker has been 

incredibly helpful in this 

transition. Like every 

transition, this one will 

bring some changes. I have 

changed the format of the 

financial statements and 

they are likely to change a 

few more times in the 

coming months. 
 

This month’s treasurer’s report presents a Statement of Activities. For-profit businesses present “Statement of Net 

Income” or “Profit and Loss.” Non-profit organizations present income and expense on a “Statement of Activities.” 

Rather than presenting the bottom line as “Net Income,” the statement of activities presents “Change in Net Assets.” 

Mathematically, the terms are synonymous. Philosophically, not-for-profit organizations do not labor for profit so the 

presentation of their financial results shies away from terminology that suggests profit is the motive. Non-profits can 

seek to grow and increase net assets. 
 

A few comments on this month’s results: 

1. Church income typically dips during the summer months. This has proven true this summer for St. Andrew’s. 

Collection income for the month didn’t reach our budgeted amount. Year to date collection income is 3.5% 

below the budget. Now that everyone is back from summer vacation, we should catch up on collection income. 

2. Facility income looks like it’s ahead of target. This line includes the usage fees paid by St. Andrew’s school. 

The school pays a designated portion of operating costs. The increase in this line highlights that expenses year 

to date are over budget. 

3. Year to date expense is 4.6% above budget. 

4. Other income and expense include a few bequests received by the church this year. While these funds are not 

specifically restricted in use, a special purpose was requested. The finance committee and the vestry have 

segregated these funds for this special use. This income is not intended to cover operating costs. 
 

While Change in Net Assets is significantly positive, you should focus on “Total Income Net of Expense.” This line is 

a better indicator of ongoing income and expense related to regular operations of St. Andrew’s. 



 

 

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth. 
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The Rev. James M.L. Grace 
Rector 

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis 
Associate Rector 

    
CHURCH & SCHOOL 
 1819 Heights Blvd. 
 Houston, Texas 77008 
 713-861-5596 
 www.saecheights.org 
 
 Office Hours:  
 M – F, 9 am to 2 pm 
 

 SCHOOL 
 713-861-2954 
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SUNDAY  8:30 am   Holy Eucharist, Rite One 
   9:15 am   Nursery Open 
   9:30 am   Education Hour 

         10:30 am   Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 
 2:00 pm   Rhythms of Grace 

2nd Sundays    5:00 pm   Choral Evensong 
 
 

Worship Services at St. Andrew’s 
Trish Mehrkam 

Parish Administrator and  
Ministries Coordinator 

 
Deidre Grawl 

Membership Secretary 
 

Lisa Puccio 
Coordinator for Special 

Needs and Family 
Formation 

 
John Kirk 

Organist & Choirmaster 
 

Nancy Simpson 
Head of School 

 

THINK GREEN! 
Read The Voice on our website 
 www.saecheights.org/the-voice 

To go “online only” contact 
communications@saecheights.org  
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