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Bless Your Pets October 4
On Sunday, October 4,people and pets are invited for our annual Blessing of the Animals. Bring

your furry and feathered friends for a special blessing and celebration on the front lawn, beginning at
4 pm. Our celebration will continue with live music from
Lords of Kool, great food and drink, including beer from
Saint Arnold Brewery, and fun children’s activities including
face painting. Pet-related businesses will also showcase their
products and services.

Participants are invited to give to animals in need by
supporting Houston’s aniMeals on Wheels with donations
of pet food and supplies. aniMeals on Wheels delivers pet
supplies to homebound seniors served by Meals on
Wheels—cash donations are also welcome. The blessing
will be a great time for all ages and species! Please plan to
join the fun!

SAECHEIGHTS.ORG

Support Our Giving Campaign 2016 
by Elizabeth McCormick

Thank you all that support St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church and
each other every day of the week. We come together as a family
to worship God while cementing or beginning new relationships
with each other. You’ll hear me say, “It takes a village,” as I truly
have experienced that in my work, family and church life.

I thought I would start at the end of the campaign with Commitment Sunday, November 8. It is
a time to renew our commitment to be good stewards as our lives are abundant. Give to God as God
Gives to Us! It is a very important day when we will celebrate our future together so that we can sup-
port our community, church and spiritual growth. We will all be invited to bring our pledge cards to
the front of the church so that Jimmy can receive and bless them. We would like to have as many cards
mailed in beforehand, but will have additional cards in the pews. If you send your pledge card in prior
to November 8 (preferred), a card that says, “I have pledged. I am in for 2016”! will be in the pews for
your use. A catered meal will be provided after the 10:30 am service so that we can eat, relax, enjoy
and laugh.

So back to the beginning with the pledge card. Our campaign kicks off on October 4. The com-
mitment of dollars from these cards sets our budget for the following year. Not the other way around.
Your pledge is a financial commitment to give back to God for what God gives. It allows the St.
Andrew’s family to support the facility, give to the community and develop more programs for adults
and children.

If you have never made a pledge before, please consider that first step for our future at St.
Andrew’s. You should have received a pledge packet that includes the pledge card. Start with a prayer
as you consider your pledge amount; give freely and not with discomfort. You can also access an
online form at www.saecheights.org/giving. Make contributing easy and checkless by signing up for
auto debit from your bank. Jimmy, the vestry and stewardship committee are hopeful for 100% par-
ticipation this year.

Thanks to
Summerhouse for
folding The Voice
and our Service

Bulletins
Serving adults with 

intellectual disabilities in
the Houston Heights.

summerhousehouston.org
shredforindependence.com

Vote & Eat 
October 11

We will hold annual parish
elections in the Parish Hall
i m m e d i a t e ly fo ll owing the
10:30 am service on Sunday,
October 11. We are ve ry
pleased to present a group of
qualified and gifted individu-
als to join our vestry. We will
also choose representatives for
Diocesan Council and other
parish committees. After the
election, we will conclude our
gathering with a parish pot
luck meal, so please bring a
side dish, salad or dessert. The
Men of St. Andrew’s will pro-
vide meat. Please plan to be
part of this important event in
the life of our parish.
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Communion To Go
If you are unable to get to

ch u rch because of health or
mobility issues and would like
to share Eucharist with your
p a rish family, please notify
D o ro t hy Yannuzzi at djyan-
nuzzi@comcast.net or call the
church office at 713-861-5596
by Friday. We have trained Lay
E u ch a ristic Visitors who are
ready and able to bring our
Holy Banquet to you.

Serve the Food
Pantry

The Heights Interf a i t h
Ministries Food Pantry, located
at 3523 Beauchamp is open for
clients f rom 5-7 pm on
Thursday evenings and f rom
10 am – noon on Saturdays.
Volunteers of all ages are wel-
c ome on any of these days ,
beginning 30 minutes prior, to
sign in, stock shelves, prepare
bags and baskets, and whatever
else needs to be don e. St .
Andrew’s provides a volunteer
crew on the 4th Saturday of the
month (October 24) and any-
one is welcome to join in the
fun, fellowship and service to
our hungry neighbors.

Like most children, mine love to receive gifts. Birthdays are occasions in
our home where our children receive gifts (frequently Legos or Pokémon
cards) with an enthusiasm that rivals those people you see on television who
win the $10 million Publisher’s Clearing House Sweepstakes. As excited as
they are to receive a new Lego set, I marvel at the ephemerality that the Lego
sets in their fully completed state actually enjoy. Usually within 24 hours of
building, the completed Lego sets inevitably become dismantled, and their
pieces end up in a larger box of older Legos. Out of this larger box our chil-
dren then begin to make and remake new, imaginative creations.

As a parent who pays for these gifts, I sometimes wonder about the worth
of such temporary pleasures as a Lego set. Perhaps I should put a condition
on the Lego set – giving it to my children on the condition that they prom-

ise to let it stay fully built for at least a week before dismantling! Or perhaps they should glue the
blocks together, so that the pieces will not be so prone to deconstruction. But of course, I realize that
would be putting “strings” on the gift, would make the gift conditional. My children could have the
Lego set, as long as they play with it in the way I prefer them to, not actually the way they want to.

We all know that gifts given to us with strings or conditions attached, are not really gifts at all.
How many of us have received such a gift, and have the gift giver either directly or indirectly tell us
to enjoy the gift in a certain way? As a child who grew up in a divorced household, I remember
receiving gifts from a parent, only to be told that the gifts had to stay at their house, and that I could
not bring them to my other parent’s house, where I spent most of my time. That is conditional giv-
ing, and conditional giving is more burdensome than joyful for the giver and receiver.

Thankfully God does not give in this way. The gifts that we receive from God every day of our
lives are free and unconditional. God gives us love every day, even though we do not always deserve
it. Sometimes we disregard the gifts that God freely and abundantly gives to us, and we simply
ignore them.

Thank God that God does not ignore us! In spite of our resistance, our stubbornness, God still
does what God has always done – God gives. God gives us mercy, life, love, and peace – freely and
abundantly, every moment we are alive. It was said by someone far wiser than I that we are most like
God when we give unconditionally. I believe this to be true.

As we begin a season of stewardship together, the theme of this year’s campaign is “God the
Giver.” The title of the campaign is intended to draw all of us into reflecting upon God’s gifts and
how we model the gracious generosity of God in our lives. As you fill out your pledge card this year,
my hope and sincere prayer is that it would be a holy moment between you and God. A moment of
faithful generosity, a moment to journey into the heart of God and there discover the one who freely
gives, and calls us to give likewise.

Financial stewardship is a paradox. On one hand I believe we will always have enough money to
carry on the work that God has called St. Andrew’s to do, because I believe that God follows through
on the promise, and that God is generous. On the other hand I also know that whatever is pledged
will never be enough because the demand of the Gospel is that we go out into the entire world to
reconcile and share Christ’s love, and that asks a lot! I am comfortable with this generous paradox,
and I hope you are, too.

As you consider your annual pledge to St. Andrew’s, please know that you are in my prayers, as
I hope I am in yours.Together as a community we have a wonderful, holy opportunity before us. We
have an opportunity to stand before God, and do what God does: give. May our gifts and our stew-
ardship be both unconditional and holy, and may they celebrate the God who gives to us always.

Stewardship Prayer
Loving God, we pray for generous hearts so we may fully appreciate all your many gifts to us, so we

might know the joy of giving without counting the cost, as you give to us. We pray for a compassionate spir-
it, so we may share without expecting something in return. Help us to know the joy that comes from help-
ing others, and in sharing all that you have given us. May we hold our treasures in an open hand. We pray
for wisdom to recognize the many blessings in each new day, and to know the difference between what we
need and what we want. We pray this with grateful hearts in Jesus’s name. Amen.

From The Rector • God the Giver
By Rector Jimmy Grace
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Give Altar Flowers
Honor a loved one or spe-

cial occasion with the gift of
altar flowers. A contribution of
$80 will purchase two arrange-
ments for Sunday services, and
donations in any amount are
welcome and will be recognized
in the service bulletin. Choose
your Su n d ay on the Altar
Fl ower Calendar, l o cated on
the bulletin board near the rear
entrance.Then drop your check
in the alms basin or mail to the
ch u rch office—please specify
Altar Flowers on your check.
Contact Elizabeth McCormick
at eamack@sbcglobal.net or
832-661-7300 for ad d i t i on a l
information.

Join the Meal Train!
In times of illness, injury

and family need, the gift of a
prepared meal can satisfy both
physical and emotional hunger.
Our Meal Train Ministry is a
simple way to lend a hand with
take-out or home cook i n g.
Contact Martha Gallagher at
mgg0413@gmail.com or 281-
501-2294  if you’d like to get on
board.

Get the Latest
• Let us know if your infor-

mation has changed.
• Sh a re your email ad d re s s

with us to receive schedule
reminders and changes.

• C on t act the ch u rch offi c e
with updates.

Introduce Yourself...
Please wear your name tag

when attending St. Andrew’s.
Putting a name with a face helps
build our community. For a new
or replacment name tag, contact
the church office.

Got News?
If you have information of

interest to St. Andrew’s, contact
the church office.

St . An d rew’s pari s h
retreat is a weekend of fel-
lowship at Camp Allen. It
is a special time of connec-
t i on and com mu n i ty -
building within our parish
family designed for every-
one—young and old, sin-
gles and families. New to
this year’s retreat is special
b reakout pro g ra m m i n g
developed for the smaller communities of our parish: children (ages 3-10), The Parlor (teens) and
adults. Your St. Andrew’s staff is working to develop a retreat that will nurture relationships, self-dis-
covery and fun amongst the serene backdrop of Camp Allen.The retreat check-in will begin at 11:30
am. on Saturday, October 24, followed by lunch. We will spend the day enjoying the great outdoors,
sleep over and end our weekend with lunch following Holy Eucharist on Sunday, October 25.
Check-out is 2 pm.

Where is Camp Allen?
Camp Allen, operated by the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, is 62 miles from St. Andrew's parking

lot, located near Navasota, Texas. The facility is approx-
imately an hour drive from Houston. For more details,
visit www.campallen.org.

What accommodations are available?
We will be staying in the tree house-style cabins at

Campsite #2. The cabins are air-conditioned/heated
and sleep 10 people each.Two cabins are at ground-level
and knee-friendly, wheel-chair accessible. Cabins will be
shared by family and friends. Bath facilities are in a sep-
arate building and shared by gender. Retreat attendees
will need to bring bedding, pillows, toiletries and towels.

What will we do?
Attendees may take advantage of Camp Allen,

including playing gaga ball, nature trails, fishing, play-
ground and sports pavilion, or choose to simply hang
out and chill. Special programs include an adult break-
out session with guest facilitator Kathleen Davies, who
will lead a discussion on what it means to “live into
community”, The Parlor hitting the giant swing, a hayride for everyone and a bonfire complete with
s’mores.

What will we eat?
Yummy food, of course! We are St. Andrew’s, which loosely translates to “tasty meals shared

together”. Plan on lunch and dinner on Saturday, and breakfast and lunch on Sunday. Retreat atten-
dees are asked to bring their favorite snacks and a dessert to share. Bring your appetite!  

How much does this cost? 
Singles - $30, Couples - $60, Families - $75
Can’t spend the night but don’t want to miss the retreat? Please come for the day. Financial

Assistance is available. We never want someone’s inability to afford a church event to prevent them
from attending. Please contact Jimmy at 713-861-5596 to discuss.

How do I sign up?
Complete the insert in your Sunday bulletin, or contact Biz Loeschman to sign up (email:

youth@saecheights.org or cell/text: 713-305-4053). Please note that your registration is not com-
plete until payment has been received.

Questions, Concerns, Want to Help?
Please contact Biz Loeschman (email: youth@saecheights.org or cell/text: 713-305-4053).

Living Into Community: Our Parish Retreat
October 24-25 



Nursery Welcomes
Little Ones

Attention Kroger
Shoppers!

Nursery care is available on
Sunday mornings for children,
from infancy through 3 years
old, from 9:15 am until noon.
The nursery is located to the
right of the ch u rch’s main
entrance (to the left if you enter
from the rear parking lot) and
can be found at the far end of
the Oak Table Lo b by. T h e
nursery is staffed by three expe-
rienced nursery caregivers who
h a ve been trained in
Safeguarding God’'s Children
and the Montessori infant/tod-
dler environment.

I t’s easy to support St .
Andrew’s every time you shop
at Kroger. By enrolling in the
Community Rewards program,
Kroger will donate a portion of
your purchases to support our
m i n i s t ri e s . Visit www. k ro ge r-
communityrewards.com to reg-
ister and link your Kroger Plus
card account to St. Andrew’s
with 83715, our organization
number. If you do not have
computer access and wish to
p a rt i c i p a t e, c on t act Chri s
Barker at 713-868-3952.
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Join the Spiritual Reading Group
If you are interested in reading thought-provoking books and engaging in stimulating discus-

sion, you need to check out the St. Andrew’s Spiritual Reading Group. This small group meets on
the second Monday of the month, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm, at St. Andrew’s House. If you are unable
to attend the meetings, you can participate by joining the Facebook group SAEC Spiritual Reading
Group. Group leaders John Grothues and/or John Ibanez will monitor the online discussion. The
group will meet on Monday, October 12. All are welcome!

Addie's 50+ Tours Group has plans underway for more great tours: October 28, November 3
and December 16. Watch for more details coming soon! All trips include travel on a free county bus
from St.Andrew’s parking lot. There are extra charges for tickets and admissions and your "pay
your own" lunches so plan to bring extra cash. The mission of all outings is to get all parishioners,
neighbors and friends (age 50 and older) together for some fresh air out of the city. Enjoy! Call
Addie Smith at 713-686-1081 or email Dean Swanson at swansonad@sbcglobal.net for more
details and to reserve your bus seat.

Get on the Bus for 50+ Trips

New Arrival
Josephine Ann Jones

August 24, 2015

Daughter of Anne & 
Kyle Jones

Have you ever considered singing in a choir even though you have never done so? Or have you
sung in choirs before and are wanting to sing again? Do you wish you knew more about singing? If
so, consider joining the St. Andrew's Choir. Even if you have no choral experience, can't read music,
or don’t consider yourself a viable candidate for “The Voice,” you may still have a place in the choir.
During weekly rehearsals, the choir learns musical skills such as breathing and reading music while
rehearsing music for Sunday services. No prior experience is necessary, just a desire to participate in
this vital ministry and a commitment to attend weekly Wednesday rehearsals from 7-8:30 pm. The
St. Andrew's Choir sings a variety of music from the plainchant of the early church to recently com-
posed pieces, and everything in between, and sings every Sunday at the 10:30 am service as well as
at special services throughout the year. Please contact Organist/Choirmaster John Kirk if you are
interested in joining the choir! You may email him at jkirk@saecheights.org.

Choir Is Open for Business!

St. Andrew’s will host our Autumn Bazaar on Saturday, November 7 f rom 10 am to 4 pm.
Showcasing more than 50 crafters and other specialty vendors, the Bazaar is a great opportunity to
shop for unique gifts just in time for the holidays, and will raise money to fund our parish ministries.
In addition to handmade quilts and decorative items from the St. Andrew’s Quilters Guild, the
event will include a wide range of handcrafted, one-of-a-kind items. Admission is FREE, and all
are invited to stop by, shop and check out all the wonderful offerings. Bring your friends, neighbors
and family! Watch for more details about volunteer opportunities for this great community event.

Support the Autumn Bazaar November 7!

Join St. Andrew’s through Confirmation
In anticipation of Bishop Doyle’s visit November 29, a series of Inquirer’s Classes for adults are

scheduled for Sunday mornings beginning October 11, and running through November 8. Each
class will meet from 9:30 – 10:20 am in St. Andrew’s House. To register, please contact Trish
Mehrkam, Parish Administrator, at 713-861-5596 or trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org  The class
will cover the topics below, and is open to anyone interested in learning more about the Episcopal
Church or being confirmed or received by the Bishop.

• October 18 - The Hebrew Bible
• October 25 - The New Testament
• October 25 - Church History
• November 8 - The Book of Common Prayer 
• November 15 - Q & A about the Episcopal Church, Confirmation, Reception



Drop the following in our
Oak Table Lobby:

Sack Lunch Supplies – sign
up to contribute needed items
on the bulletin board in the rear
entry hall

Clothing & Eye g l a s s e s –
clean, gently used clothing for
men, women and children and
used eyeglasses benefit Lord of
the Streets mission in Midtown.

Adult Diapers – given to
elders in need in collaboration
with Heights Church of Christ.

Food – Non-perishable sta-
ples are delive red to Heights
I n t e rfaith Ministries Fo o d
Pantry.

Egg Cartons – Empty car-
t ons are taken to Heights
I n t e rfaith Ministries Fo o d
Pantry.

Personal Hygiene Items –
travel size toiletries are given to
Heights Christian Church to
assist our neighbors on the
streets.

Used Batteries – collected
and taken for appropriate recy-
cling.

Donation Depot

For more than 25 years Lord of the Streets (LOTS) Episcopal Church has been an integral part
of outreach and support to the homeless community in Houston.

Through the leadership of our Rector, in 2015, St. Andrew’s became a supporting parish of
LOTS and is making an impact in helping bring hope to Houston’s disadvantaged.

Today, LOTS weekday and Sunday worship services are offered along with Bible Study and a
Sunday breakfast for nearly 250 individuals. LOTS ministers to the spiritual and emotional needs of
the homeless, focusing primarily on spiritual growth and tangible support of its challenged parish-
ioners. LOTS provides programs and services that meet the basic physical and emotional needs of
the homeless.

By providing homeless individuals a safe community environment, LOTS helps promote growth
and self-reliance for an improved quality of life. In fact, for many, LOTS is the initial point of entry
into the social service system. Many have had their lives severely altered through chronic homeless-
ness, domestic violence, job loss and economic disadvantages; others live in shelters or have been
recently released from prison. No matter what the story, they each come to LOTS seeking tangible
assistance, guidance, direction and spiritual support.

There are many ways that members of St. Andrew’s can help support LOTS and its vital mis-
sion. There are daily volunteer activities that we, along with a dedicated group of volunteers and lay
pastoral ministers from around the Diocese, can participate in. These include supporting LOTS by:

• Helping those we serve establish basic ID documents,
• Assisting with clothing donation at the in-house “clothes bank”
• Preparing and distributing daily sack lunches
• Supporting the mail room which provides the homeless a much needed “permanent” address
• Assisting LOTS staff with the in-take process of new clients, and much, much more!

In addition, as a supporting parish, we are privileged to be able to help with the breakfast serv-
ice to the homeless on specific Sunday mornings each quarter. It truly is an honor and one of the
most fulfilling services you can perform.

Our next opportunity to serve will be Sunday, November 1. Volunteers meet at Trinity Episcopal
Church (1015 Holman Street at Main Street) from 7-9 am. Free parking is available in the lot on
Holman, across from Trinity Church.For more information on LOTS, the daily volunteer opportu-
nities, or to sign up for the next LOTS Breakfast Service, please contact Bruce Banta at 713-805-
0065 or banta.bruce@gmail.com

Support LOTS & Serve Breakfast November 1
End your day with peaceful

calm with Evening Praye r.
Offered on Wednesdays at 6:30
pm in the Good Sh e ph e rd
Chapel at St. Andrew’s, this 30-
minute service is simple and
moving. On Friday, October  2,
join us for our monthly Taize
service at 6:30 pm. Meditative
music, prayers and candlelight
are part of this special liturgy.

Take a Spiritual Break

The Black Hat ministry is back in business. Our goal: 50 hats before the first cold snap. Kits and
yarn and with optional knit or crochet patterns are available in the Oak Table Lobby.Take a kit, make
a hat and return to the marked basket. The hats are given to the homeless along with sack lunches
during the winter months. Many thanks to the Daughters of the King and others for yarn contribu-
tions. Donations of hats, yarn crochet/knitting needles are always welcome. Just place in the box that
is labeled "Black Hat". Questions? Contact Priscilla Burroughs, pburroughs@bythewaters.com.

Black Hats are Back! 

In Memoriam
Evan Allen Lowery, Jr.

October 26, 1955 – 

August 15, 2015
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Contribute to Seafarer Christmas Boxes
St. Andrew’s will again prepare 50 Christmas boxes for the annual distribution by the

International Seafarers Center at the Port of Houston.The Center chaplains, including our own Rev.
Lacey Largent, distribute approximately 12,000 boxes to ships visiting the port in December. Look
for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board near the back door and commit to 25 or 50 items to help
us fill the boxes with small necessities and fun items. Hint: dolllar stores are a great resource! We
will have a wrapping party after the 10:30 am service on December 13.
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Do you “like” us? Are you “following” us? 
The Parlor is big time now and has joined the 21st century.

Find us on Facebook (The Parlor at SAEC) and Instagram
(@theparlor.saec).

(pahr-ler) n. a room used primarily for conversation or the reception of guests
"I no longer call you servants...Instead, I have called you friends..." John 15:15

Children & Youth Education at St. Andrew’s

The Parlor Lock-in: Fall Edition 
Ever play hungry, hungry humans? What about giant Jenga? Or slip-n-slide kickball? The

Parlor will do all of these things and more on October 2 at its annual fall lock-in. Parent drop-off
is at 6:30 pm on Friday night in the Parish Hall. Saturday morning pick-up will be at St. Andrew's
House at 9:30 am. Bring your favorite snack to share, something to sleep on, a pillow, and $10 to
help cover the cost of food. Questions....RSVP? Yes, please! Text Biz @ 713-305-4053 or shoot an
email to youth@saecheights.org.

October 2-3 
• Lock-in - drop off at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall. Pick up at

9:30 am (see related article)

October 4 
• “We are His hands and feet" @ 9:30 am, St. Andrew’s House
• Blessing of the Animals from 3 to 7 pm (The Parlor is help-

ing w/set-up, service, and clean-up)

October 11
• “Who Has Your Back?” @ 9:30 am, St. Andrew’s House 

October 18
• “Stack It Up” @ 9:30 am, St. Andrew’s House
• EYC outing 3- 5 pm (destination TBD)

October 24-25
• Parish Retreat at Camp Allen with special activities planned

just for The Parlor

October 25
• “How Does Your Garden Grow?” @ 9:30 am (both at the

retreat and St. Andrew’s House)
Want more information? Please contact Biz Loeschman via email: youth@saecheights.org, ph: 713-861-5596, or text: 713-305-

4053.

Overheard at The Parlor

• The Parlor prayed for and decorated placemats for Happening #148
• Jake Henderson broke his nose playing football but is healing nicely
• The Parlor represents eight area schools (five high schools, three middle schools) but is united in fun and Christ

What’s on Tap @ The Parlor?
Mark your calendars, friends. October is a busy month!



Children & Youth Education at St. Andrew’s
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Register for Nursery and Sunday School

Grow with Adult Education Programs
9:30 am in the Parish Hall

When you drop your child off for Nursery or Sunday School for the first time, you will notice that we will ask you to fill out a reg-
istration form. The information you provide will help us keep our records up to date and alert us to any special information that will
help us make your child’s experience a good one.

Children Invited to Surrounded by the Story
Our Sunday School program Surrounded by the Story, is for children in PreK through

5th grade. Throughout the year we will journey through the Bible using storytelling, art,
music and play. Classes meet at 9:30 am in the second floor classrooms just behind the Parish
Hall. Bring your imaginations! This month’s stories include:

October 4 - Moses Finds the Promised Land
October 11 - The Battle of Jericho
October 18 - Prophet Samuel
October 25 – Prophet Jeremiah

The Life of Faith: A Journey More Than a Destination
Does life have meaning or purpose? When you’re most discouraged, what gets you up in the morning to return to the struggle?

When and where do you experience wonder, awe or ecstasy? More verb than noun, faith is a system of images, values, and commit-
ments that guide our lives. Faith then is really universal – everyone who chooses to go on living operates by some basic faith. Join our
final discussion on October 4 and October 11 as we look at the Six Stages of Faith

Being Mortal
Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis will lead a discussion on Atul Gawande’s Being Mortal.The book deals with the culture of western med-

icine and its impact on issues of quality of life and death.

October 18 - Quality of Life will explore issues related to quality of life and institutionized care
October 25 – End of Life will focus on the complexities of end of life decision-making

9:30 am in the Library
Discuss the Gospel – The Adult Forum meets each Sunday and contemplates the weekly Gospel reading with the help of resources

for lay people. Learn, discuss and grow in understanding God’s word.


