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A Note on the Burial Service

The Burial of the Dead: Rite II is taken from the Episcopal Church’s Book of Common
Prayer, 1979. In the words of the Book of Comimon Prayer, this liturgy “finds all its
meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be
raised.” Through anthems, prayers, and Scripture readings, we are invited to
remember the promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ and the truth that “neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord,” (Romans 8:38-39).

The service, then, is marked by a kind of somber joy. Though the departed is no
longer with us, he is not gone but now finds himself in the nearer presence of our
Lord. Today, we gather together to commend Tony’s soul to the loving embrace of
God. We grieve the loss of one we love but rejoice in the promise that one day we will
see him again.

All you will need to participate fully in this service is found in this bulletin. Texts in re
italics are rubrics, instructions that guide the priest and congregation in the actions of
worship. Texts in bold are to be said by all those gathered.



PRELUDE MUSIC
THE WELCOME

REFLECTIONS

The Opening Anthem and Collect

All stand while the following anthem is said by the Priest.

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.

Whoever has faith in me shall have life,

even though they die.

And everyone who has life,

and has committed themselves to me in faith,
shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.

After my awaking, he will raise me up;

and in my body I shall see God.

I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself,

and none becomes his own master when he dies.

For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,
and if we die, we die in the Lord.

So, then, whether we live or die,

we are the Lord's possession.

Happy from now on

are those who die in the Lozrd!
So it is, says the Spirit,

for they rest from their labors.

Michael Vaughn
Iisa Puccio
Barry Pryor
James Edwards
Greg Chapman



The Priest offers the following prayer, first saying

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Priest Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother Tony. We
thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a
companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who
mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence
we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those
who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The First Lesson Wisdom 3: 1-5, 9

But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,

and no torment will ever touch them.

In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died,

and their departure was thought to be a disaster,

and their going from us to be their destruction;

but they are at peace.

For though in the sight of others they were punished,

their hope is full of immortality.

Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;
Those who trust in him will understand truth,

and the faithful will abide with him in love,

because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones,

and he watches over his elect.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
Peogple  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 King James Translation

The psalne shall be read in unison.

The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; *
he leadeth me beside the still waters.



He restoreth my soul; *
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; *
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; *
thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
wotld without end. Amen.

The Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 35-38, 42-44, 53-58

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has
also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in
Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who
belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the
Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is
death. But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do
they come?” Fooll What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what
you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or
of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of
seed its own body. So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is
perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It
is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a
spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. For this
perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on
immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body
puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”



“Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved, be
steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that
in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel John 11:21-27
Al stand as able for the proclamation of the Gospel.

Priest 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Pegple Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.”” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again
in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

Priest 'The Gospel of the Lord.
Pegple Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily The Reverend James M.L. Grace
Al sit.

The Apostle’s Creed
All stand as able. The priest says,
In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say,

Priest and People together say

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.



He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
The following prayers and intercessions are offered by those gathered, the Priest first saying,

For our brother Tony, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am
Resurrection and I am Life.”

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for
Tony, and dry the tears of those who weep. Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. Hear us,
Lord.

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. Hear us, Lord.

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of
heaven. Hear us, Lord.

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give
him fellowship with all your saints. Hear us, Lord.

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your
heavenly kingdom. Hear us, Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our
consolation, and eternal life our hope. Hear us, Lord.



Silence may be kept.

The Priest concludes with the following prayer.
Father of all, we pray to you for Tony, and for all those whom we love but see no
longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May

Tony’s soul and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

The Peace
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

THE HoLY COMMUNION

At the Offertory, a Hymn Ubi caritas (Murray)
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Words: Latin; tr. James Quinn (b. 1919), alt. Copyright ©1969, James Quinn, SJ, printed by permission of Geoffrey Chapman, a division of Cassell, Ltd.
Music: Ubi caritas (Murray), A. Gregory Murray (b. 1905) Copyright © by permission of A. Gregory Murray. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A
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|| Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And  al-so with you.

Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People “
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Priest proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who
rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting
life. For to your faithful people, O Lozd, life is changed, not ended; and when our
mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the



heavens.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Sanctus et Benedictus Richard Proulx
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The people stand or kneel. The Priest continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
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thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim
the mystery of faith:

Priest and People

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Priest continnes

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.

The Priest then continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Priest
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread Ambrosian Chant
The Priest breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
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There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le-lu - ia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Sharing of Communion

Al are welcome to recezve communion in the Episcopal Church. At the altar rail, you may elect to
dip (intinct) your wafer in the wine or drink from the chalice as it passes you. If you desire to receive a
blessing instead of communion, please cross your arms over your chest. If you wonld prefer to receive a
gluten-free wafer, please clasp your hands together, and one of the clergy will offer a gluten free wafer to
you. If you require commmunion be brought to you, please let the usher know.

At the Distribution, an Anthem Just A Closer Walk With Thee

Just a closer walk with Thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
L et it be, dear Lord, let it be.

I'am weak, but Thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long
As I walk, let me walk close to Thee.

Through this world of toil and snares,
If I falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?
None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee.

Words & Music: Anonymous

Susan Kuether & Paul Shanklin, Rhythms of Grace Singers
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At the Distribution, a Hymn

Slane
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all jov,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - L - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy,
whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe,
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace,
whose voice is con - tent - ment, whose pres- ence is balm,
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be there at our wak-ing, and  give us, we pray,
be there at our lab - ors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom-ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and  give us, we pray,
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your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the mnoon of the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in  our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953) Copyright © by permission of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. Hymnal 1982

The Post-Communion Prayer
All stand. The priest says
Let us pray.

Priest and people together,

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love

you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink

of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ,

and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet.

Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction,

and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death,

neither sorrow nor crying,
but the fullness of joy with all your saints;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE COMMENDATION

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed
of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me,
saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down

to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Tony. Acknowledge,
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner
of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.

The Priest continues with a blessing followed by the dismissal.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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In Procession, a Hymn
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Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.
Text: Ephesians 5:8-10, Revelation 21:23, John 12:46, 1 John 1:5, Hebrews 12:1; Kathleen Thomerson, b.1934, © 1970, 1975, Celebration
Tune: HOUSTON, 10 7 10 8 9 9 11 7; Kathleen Thomerson, b.1934, © 1970, 1973, Celebration; acc. hy Robert J. Batastini, b.1942
VOLUNTARY Nun danket alle Gott Sigfrid Karg-Elert
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Anthony David Pryor
June 27,1949 — April 9, 2023

Anthony David Pryor (Tony), 73, was born in Waco, TX on June 27,1949 to parents
Lindley Brazelton Pryor and Marjorie Lee Bielstein.

He attended Memorial High School for two years and played in the Interns, an
awesome band in Houston who opened for The Animals, Herman’s Hermits, The
Byrds, and others at the Houston Coliseum and had a top ten single (Sally Met Molly
in Birmingham) on the KLIF chart.

His senior year, he attended high school at Saint Martin’s Episcopal School in New
Orleans before he was off to Baylor University. At Baylor, he got both his
undergraduate and law degrees. During his Baylor years, Tony was president of the
Kappa Omega Tau fraternity. He also played in The Oxford Circus and BT and
Company bands.

Tony was accomplished on the keyboard and the piano. Tony practiced law at
Tenneco, but music called to him. For a time, he played the piano at the Ritz Catlton.
He went to work for Enron and was there when the company collapsed. Not long
before, he met his future husband, Greg, at a Men’s Retreat at Margaret Austin Center
and their lives became forever intertwined.

Soon after Enron fell, he embarked on a new adventure and became a voice coach to
help promote self-healing through singing by founding his Living Your Voice classes
and workshops. He also found time for several church ministries including
Heartscape at Palmer Episcopal Church and he did the music and played the
keyboard at Rhythms of Grace, a special needs service at St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church until he passed. Tony leaves behind a trail of music, humor, kindness, and
love.
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Tony is survived by his husband, James Gregory Chapman (Greg), his brother, Barry
Pryor, and his sister, Marsha Cannonie.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Montrose Center or the Houston
Symphony (Tony had a passion for classical music).
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1819 Heights Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77008
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Clergy & Staff
The Reverend James M.L. Grace, Rector
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The Reverend Francene Young, Assisting Priest
Carrie Conti, Office Manager
John Kirk, Director of Music & Organist
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Lay Leadership
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