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Celebrate the Season at St. Andrew’s

Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 6 - 5 pm
• Framed in a liturgy that invites us to pause, reflect, and wait - counter to what our

Christmas-crazed culture demands - this service will use readings to explore themes
of expectation and the mystery of Godís incarnation as Emmanuel, “God with us.”
Following the readings will be musical selections that build on the themes of the
readings. The use of candlelight, incense, and movement will punctuate this service.

Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24 

5:30 pm - Family Service
• Celebrate Christmas at this family-friendly service with the St. Andrew’s choir, tra-

ditional Christmas carols, and our “just show up” children’s pageant.
10:30 pm - Candlelight Service

• Usher in Christmas Day at this Rite II service of Holy Eucharist with traditional
Christmas carols featuring the St. Andrew’s choir, a string quartet, and candlelight
caroling.

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25 - 10 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
• Celebrate Christmas Day with this contemplative service, complete with Christmas

carols.

Let Us Find Peace

Together 
St. Andrew’s invites you to

take a calming break during
your busy week with Evening
Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:30
pm in the chapel. This brief,
half-hour service provides a
respite from our busy lives. All
are welcome.

Then, celebrate at Taize on
Friday, December 4.This serv-
ice offers a wonderful way to
quietly reflect at the end of a
busy week. With meditation,
ca n dl e l i g h t , and mu s i c , o u r
monthly Taize service is a time
of quiet contemplation. Please
join us.

SAECHEIGHTS.ORG

Thanks to

Summerhouse for

folding The Voice

and our Service

Bulletins

Serving adults with 
intellectual disabilities in

the Houston Heights.
summerhousehouston.org
shredforindependence.com

See Page 5 for details

During the holy seasons of Advent and Christmas, St. Andrew’s invites you to
observe the joy and wonder of the Nativity by worshipping with us.

Christmas is a time for family and friends to celebrate together, but for the seafarers who dock at
the Port of Houston, Christmas can be a lonely time. They are far away from loved ones with no abil-
ity to receive packages, and many are unable to come ashore. To help extend the joy of Christmas to
these hard-working men and women, chaplains from the Houston International Seafarers’ Centers
distribute shoeboxes filled with small gifts. These boxes are often the only gift these travelers will
receive.

St. Andrew’s will fill and wrap 50 boxes that will be added to more than 11,000 total boxes that
will be distributed this holiday season. How can you help?

Fill the Boxes - Check the bulletin board in the rear entry hall or contact Pat Caver at
Patricia.e.caver@uth.tmc.edu to find out what you can contribute. Please do NOT bring large toiletry
items - smaller/travel sizes allow us to pack more goodies in each box. Please bring all items by
Sunday, December 6. These small gifts make a huge impact! We’ll assemble the boxes in the Parish
Hall on Saturday, December 12 staring at 10 am. Lend a hand if you are able.

Wrap the Boxes - Join the wrapping fun in the Parish Hall on Sunday, December 13 immediate-
ly following the 10:30 am service. This is a wonderful way to observe Advent - by demonstrating
God’s love as we remember others.

Fill & Wrap Seafarer Christmas Boxes
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In early November, the Rev. Carissa
Baldwin-McGinnis and I stood side by
side at Grace Lu t h e ran Church in
Montrose during a press conference.
The press conference involved clergy of
a ll denom i n a t i ons in favor of the
H o u s t on Equal Rights Ord i n a n c e
(HERO). While the embattled ordi-
nance did not pass, the silver lining for
me in that moment was to see Carissa
wearing her clerical collar.

I don’t know why it was a big deal to
me. After all, I see a lot of clergy walk-

ing around in plastic white collars like my own, and I don’t really
think much of it, to be honest. But when I saw Carissa in her cler-
icals, it was an icon to me of her calling and ministry as an
ordained priest in the Episcopal Church. I found myself silently
thinking, “Finally!”

For the past several months, Carissa has preached monthly and
more recently served as the convener of the youth ministry search
committee. All of this work, plus more, Carissa has done out of the
goodness of her own heart; she has not received a stipend from St.
Andrew’s.

During this time, Carissa and I have prayerfully discerned the
possibility of her joining the parish staff in a larger capacity. I am
so happy to announce to you all that beginning in January of 2016,
Carissa will become Associate Rector at St. Andrew’s.

Per her preference, Carissa will begin as a quarter-time staff

member from January through March . Beginning in Ap ri l ,
Carissa’s role will transition into a half-time capacity until the end
of September. In October of next year, Carissa will then be full-
time Associate Rector.

The reason for this gradual increase in her time at St. Andrew’s
is because she and her wife, Pam McGinnis, have recently become
the parents of two very young children (Nori and Jaiden). As any
parent knows, transitioning from zero to two children takes time!  

When Carissa first begins in January, she will not be here every
Sunday, but as the year progresses, she will gradually transition into
full-time ministry on Sundays and throughout the week. Our
shared intention is that Carissa will share with me equally all
aspects of priestly ministry, including preaching, presiding wed-
dings, funerals, baptisms, and in adult formation. Additionally,
Carissa will have oversight of the outreach ministries of the parish,
including the Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry and Lord
of the Streets.

Carissa brings a ministry skill set to St. Andrew’s that is vastly
different from my own. She has many gifts and talents that I
believe will prove complementary to mine in the best ways. She
brings with her a vital perspective that is informed, compassionate,
and engaged. She is a tremendous asset to this parish, and we are
deeply fortunate to journey with her and her family in these com-
ing years.

Please hold Carissa, Pam, Nori, and Jaiden in your prayers as
they begin a new chapter in their life as a family, and in ministry
with us.

From The Rector
By Rector Jimmy Grace

You’re Invited! 
Holiday Open House

Friday, December 11
6 - 9 pm

Home of Rev. Jimmy & Marla Grace
1643 Arlington

Join us for a casual holiday gathering with a great Mexican buffet, margaritas,
and tasty seasonal treats. The grown-ups will enjoy holiday hospitality
while the kids play in the bounce house. There will be fun for all ages!

Please let us know if you and your family will attend! 
Email trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or call 713-861-5596
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Breakfast Is Served

December 13

The Se c ond Su n d ay
Breakfast Crew will be in the
kitchen Sunday, December 13,
s e rving a hot, h om e - c o ok e d
breakfast at 9:15 am. All are
invited to stop in for a delicious
meal befo re heading to
Education Hour activities. The
meal is free, but donations are
welcome and very much appre-
ciated.

Join the Meal Train!

In times of illness, injury,
and family need, the gift of a
prepared meal can satisfy both
physical and emotional hunger.
Our Meal Train Ministry is a
simple way to lend a hand with
take-out or home cook i n g.
Contact Martha Gallagher at
mgg0413@gmail.com or 281-
501-2294 if you’d like to get on
board.

Get the Latest
• Let us know if your infor-

mation has changed.
• Share your email address to

receive schedule reminders
and changes.

• Contact the church office
with updates.

Introduce Yourself...
Please wear your name tag

when attending St. Andrew’s.
Putting a name with a fac e
helps build our community. For
a new or replacment name tag,
contact the church office.

Got News?
If you have information of

interest to St. Andrew’s, contact
the church office.

It’s easy to honor a loved one of special occasion with the gift of altar flowers. A contribution of
$80 purchases two arrangements for Sunday services, and donations in any amount are welcome and
will be acknowledged. Choose your Sunday on the Altar Flower Calendar, located on the bulletin
board in the rear hallway. Then drop your check in the collection plate or mail to the church office-
please specify Altar Flowers on your check. Contact Elizabeth McCormick at eamack@sbcglobal.net
or 832-661-7300 for additional information.
Thanks to Our Sponsors 

October 4 - The Parks family in memory of Jack Parks 
October 11 - The Peavy family in memory of Michal Peavy, Sr.
October 18 - The 2nd Sunday Breakfast Crew
October 25 - Given to the glory of God

Give Altar Flowers

The Black Hat ministry is back in business. Our goal: 50 hats before the first cold snap. Kits and
yarn and with optional knit or crochet patterns are available in the Oak Table Lobby. Take a kit,
make a hat and return to the marked basket. The hats are given to the homeless along with sack
lunches during the winter months. Many thanks to the Daughters of the King and others for yarn
contributions. Donations of hats, yarn crochet/knitting needles are always welcome. Just place in the
b ox that is labeled “B l ack Hat” . Qu e s t i ons? Con t act Pri s c i lla Burro u g h s , pburroughs@bythewaters.com.

Black Hats are Back! 

Thanks for Serving at LOTS!
St. Andrew’s supports Lord of the Streets (LOTS) in several ways - and one of the most mean-

ingful is assisting with breakfast service several times each year. Preparing and serving some of our
city’s homeless individuals is a wonderful way to extend a helping hand. Thanks to Bruce Banta,
DeAnna Bosch, Oscar Guevara, Jennifer Peterson, Don Chevalier, Pat Caver and Elaine Massey for
assisting on November 1. Watch for more opportunities to serve at LOTS!

Addie’s 50+ Travel Group will visit The Brookwood Community on Wednesday, December 16,
departing the church parking lot at 9 am. We will see the special holiday decorations and have lunch
at this fascinating facility for adults with special needs. Handmade gifts created for the holidays will
be on display and for sale. Bring lunch money and extra for shopping. Call Addie Smith to join the
group at 713-686-1081. All  are welcome.

50+ Group Heads to Brookwood December 16



Nursery Welcomes

Little Ones

Attention Kroger

Shoppers!

Nursery care is available on
Sunday mornings for children,
from infancy through 3 years
old, from 9:15 am until noon.
The nursery is located to the
right of the ch u rch’s main
entrance (to the left if you enter
from the rear parking lot) and
can be found at the far end of
the Oak Table Lo b by. T h e
nursery is staffed by three expe-
rienced nursery caregivers who
h a ve been trained in
Safeguarding God’'s Children
and the Montessori infant/tod-
dler environment.

I t’s easy to support St .
Andrew’s every time you shop
at Kroger. By enrolling in the
Community Rewards program,
Kroger will donate a portion of
your purchases to support our
m i n i s t ri e s . Visit www. k ro ge r
communityrewards.com to reg-
ister and link your Kroger Plus
card account to St. Andrew’s
with 83715, our organization
number. If you do not have
computer access and wish to
p a rt i c i p a t e, c on t act Chri s
Barker at 713-868-3952.

God’s Secretaries: Explore the Making of the King
James Bible 

The King James Bible is the greatest work of English prose ever written! You may not realize it,
but the translation of the bible we use every Sunday is a direct descendant of the King James Bible.
The Spiritual Reading Group continues our exploration of how this translation was conceived and
implemented in only seven years. On December 14, we will continue our discussion of God’s
Secretaries by Adam Nicholson and review chapters 6-8. In these chapters, Nicholson vividly
recounts how the Gunpowder Plot almost destroyed the government and derailed the King James
translation.
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Have you ever considered singing in a choir even though you
have never done so? Or have you sung in choirs before and are
wanting to sing again? Do you wish you knew more about singing?
If so, consider joining the St. Andrew’s Choir. Even if you have no
choral experience, can't read music, or don’t consider yourself a
viable candidate for “The Voice,” you may still have a place in the
choir. During weekly rehearsals, the choir learns musical skills
such as breathing and reading music while rehearsing music for
Sunday services. No prior experience is necessary, just a desire to

participate in this vital ministry and a commitment to attend
weekly Wednesday rehearsals from 7-8:30 pm. The St. Andrew's
Choir sings a variety of music from the plainchant of the early
church to recently composed pieces, and everything in between,
and sings every Sunday at the 10:30 am service as well as at spe-
cial services throughout the ye a r. Please con t ac t
Organist/Choirmaster John Kirk if you are interested in joining
the choir! You may email him at jkirk@saecheights.org.

Choir Is Open for Business!

The Spiritual Reading Group meets on the second Monday of the month, from 6:30 - 8:00 pm,
at St. Andrew’s House. All are welcome. If you are unable to attend the meetings you can partici-
pate in online discussion of our selections by joining our Facebook group SAEC Spiritual Reading
Group. John Grothues and/or John Ibanez will be monitoring the online discussion

Grow with Adult Education Programs

9:30 am in the Parish Hall
C a rissa Baldwin-McGinnis will present a

three-week class in the Parish Hall on Diana
Butler Bass’s book Christianity After Religion. The
book explores the cultural sea change in which
institutional or externalized religion is transition-
ing into personal or internalized spirituality.
• December 6 - The End of Religion - Explore the author’s presentation of: 1) the breakdown of

religion, especially in the last decade 2) institutionalized religion’s crisis of legitimacy, and 3)
contemporary spiritual longings and struggle to find new paths of meaning.

• December 13 - A New Vision - Explore the characteristics of the new spiritual trends. These
include: 1) understanding belief to be a matter of experience. 2) the quest to belong as relation-
al and communal endeavor, and 3) the concept of behavior as a spiritual practice.

• December 20 - Awakening - Examine the new spiritual order’s challenges, including the ten-
sion between dogmatic and romantic forms of faith. Additionally, we will look at the spiritual
work required of the church given the cultural particulars of these changing times.

9:30 am in the Library
Discuss the Gospel - The Adult Forum meets each Sunday and contemplates the weekly

Gospel reading with the help of resources for lay people. During Advent, the group will focus on a
special series Overlooked Gems in the Infancy Narratives. The infancy story is so well known to us
that we often hear only the wonderful events and overlook some of the messages that the authors
of Matthew and Luke packed into these passages. In this short series, we hope to unpack some of
the magnificent themes and Old Testament connections that are often missed.
• December 6 - Jesus’ Scandalous Great-grandmothers: Mt 1
• December 13 - The Three Annunciations: Lk. 1, 2
• December 20 - Dreams and Visions of the Night: Mt. 1, 2
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Drop the following in our
Oak Table Lobby:

Sack Lunch Supplies – sign
up to contribute needed items
on the bulletin board in the rear
entry hall

Clothing & Eye g l a s s e s –
clean, gently used clothing for
men, women, and children and
used eyeglasses benefit Lord of
the Streets church in Midtown.

Adult Diapers – given to
elders in need in collaboration
with Heights Church of Christ.

Food – Non-perishable sta-
ples are delive red to Heights
I n t e rfaith Ministries Fo o d
Pantry.

Egg Cartons – Empty car-
t ons are taken to Heights
I n t e rfaith Ministries Fo o d
Pantry.

Personal Hygiene Items –
travel size toiletries are given to
Heights Christian Church to
assist our neighbors on the
streets.

Used Batteries – collected
and taken for appropriate recy-
cling.

Donation Depot

Support the Food Pantry

I Have Pledged. I Am In for 2016!
By Elizabeth McCormick 

This years’ stewardship giving series concluded in November.
What a great campaign...personal reflections by our church fami-
ly members and concluding with Commitment Sunday. Lunch
catered by Harold’s Restaurant gave us an opportunity to enjoy
great food but most of all great fellowship. Our family at St.
Andrew’s continues to grow with many new faces. Our campaign, God the Giver, provided us a time
to share our commitment to God and St. Andrew’s Church in the Heights. The stewardship com-
mittee is truly thankful for your support, prayers and joy that each of you give.

If you have not yet turned in your pledge card please consider doing so by the end of the year.The
cards are available in the church office, church pews and also online at www.saecheights.org/giving.

Wishing you a joyous Advent season. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

The Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry, located at 3523
Beauchamp, is open for clients from 5-7 pm on Thrusday evenings
and from 10 am - noon on Saturday mornings.Volunteers of all ages
are welcome on any of these days, beginning 30 minutes prior, to
sign in clients, stock shelves, prepare bags and baskets and whatever
else needs to be done. St. Andrew’s regularly volunteers at the pantry
on the 4th Saturday of each month, and anyone is welcome to join
in the fellowship and service to our neighbors in need.
How can you help?
• Join the volunteer team - This month, due to the Christmas
holiday, we will serve on Saturday, December 19. Meet us at the
pantry at 9:30 am if you’d like to join us.
• Donate shelf-stable food items - As the holiday season s
approach, the Food Pantry is short on canned foods, including
canned meats. Drop your donations in the blue box in the Oak Table
lobby
• Put a turkey on the table - The Pantry puts together special holi-

day meal boxes for many of their clients, and the star of the show is the turkey. We will gladly
accept frozen birds between now and December 19. You may drop them off in the Parish Hall
kitchen where they will be stored until delivered to the Pantry.

Questions? Contact Bob DeCesare at bobdec2003@yahoo.com.

Communion To Go
If you are unable to get to

ch u rch because of health or
mobility issues and would like
to share Eucharist with your
p a rish family, please notify
D o ro t hy Yannuzzi at djyan-
nuzzi@comcast.net or call the
church office at 713-861-5596
by Friday. We have trained Lay
E u ch a ristic Visitors who are
ready and able to bring our
Holy Banquet to you.

Share the joy of this Christmas season by contributing toward flowers to decorate the church.
Poinsettias are $15 each, altar arrangements are $40 per vase, and gifts in all amounts are gratefully
accepted and acknowledged. If you would like adorn the church for His birth, please complete the
enclosed Christmas flower form and place it in the collection plate along with your contribution
(please specify Christmas flowers on your check). Deadline December 20, 2015

Contribute Christmas Flowers

Green the Church December 20
Our traditional Greening of the Church will begin immediately following the 10:30 am service

on Sunday, December 20. We will decorate the church in preparation for the coming of Christ--and
all are invited to assist with this joyous process. No experience required - just a bit of Christmas spir-
it. The decorating will be complete by 2 pm. We hope you can join us for this wonderful activity!

New Arrival

Fiona Berlanta Kirk
Born October 31, 2015

Daughter of 
John & Sally Kirk



Do you “like” us? Are you “following” us?
Find us on Facebook (The Parlor at SAEC) and Instagram
(@theparlor.saec).

PARLOR (pahr-ler) n. a room used primarily for conversation or the reception of guests
"I no longer call you servants...Instead, I have called you friends..." John 15:15

Children & Youth Education at St. Andrew’s
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New Traditions: Jolly St. Nick Party December 6

December is a time of preparation, anticipation, and then joy.
The Parlor has much to discuss and celebrate in the birth of Jesus
Christ. Consider yourself “busy” on the following dates and mark
them on your calendar:
December 6 

9:30 am, Education Hour @ St. Andrew’s House
11:30 am, Packing of sack lunches, Parish Hall
3-5 pm, EYC meeting @ St. Andrew’s House (see “Jolly St.
Nick” article)
5 pm, Advent Lessons and Carols Service, church

December 13
9:30 am, Education Hour @ St. Andrew’s House

December 24
5:30 pm, Christmas Eve Family Service with annual pageant
10:30 pm, Christmas Eve Service

December 27
Education Hour takes a holiday

What’s on Tap @ The Parlor

All middle and high school teens are invited to The Parlor’s first annual Jolly St. Nick Party on December 6, 3 to 5 pm at St.
Andrew’s House. We will eat lots of sweet treats, drink a ton of hot chocolate, and if that were not enough, we’ll play lots of “Minute
to Win It” style games for prizes and have our own “Dirty Santa” gift exchange. Please bring one wrapped gift (valued at no more than
$5) for the gift exchange. We’re celebrating the birth of our good friend Jesus! 

Children’s Choirs Debut in January!
In January, we will have two new offerings for children to be involved in the music ministry of St. Andrew’s! 

St. Cecilia Choir (Age 3-1st Grade)
St. Cecilia Choir is for ages three through 1st grade and will meet Sunday mornings at 9:30-9:40 am in the Godly Play classroom.

Following choir, the children will go to Sunday School. The children will sing worship songs, play instruments, and learn to sing as a
group and keep a steady rhythm. The St. Cecilia Choir will sing for different Education Hour classes throughout the year and occa-
sionally in church. The first Sunday for the St. Cecila Choir will be January 3.
Choristers (2nd-6th Grades)

Choristers is for boys and girls in 2nd through 6th grades. Choristers learn musical skills such as breathing, vocal production, and
reading music and will rehearse anthems, hymns, and service music each week. When the Choristers sing in church, they will lead wor-
ship along with or in place of the St. Andrew’s choir. Choristers rehearse Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:30 pm in the Choir Room.
The first rehearsal for the Choristers will be Wednesday, January 6.
Want More Information?

Organist and Choirmaster John Kirk will hold two brief meetings following the 10:30 am service on December 13 and 20 in the
Library. Parents and children may attend to learn more about these new music opportunities for youth. Please feel free to contact John
Kirk at jkirk@saecheights.org with any questions.

• Shout out to Christian, Christina, Claire, Hoyt, Jackson,
Jake, Josh, Kayla, Taylor and Sam for their help at the
Autumn Bazaar.

• Chase’s band is playing around town- ask him about their
next concert.

• Spoiler Alert! The Parlor is headed to Galveston in
February for a retreat.

Overheard at The Parlor
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Children & Youth Education at St. Andrew’s

Register for Nursery and Sunday School
When you drop your child off for Nursery or Sunday School for the first time, you will notice that we will ask you to fill out a reg-

istration form. The information you provide will help us keep our records up to date and alert us to any special information that will
help us make your child’s experience a good one.

St. Andrew’s Seeks Youth Minister

Are you the one or do you know the one? The one to build a youth ministry program at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Houston.
A dynamic, diverse, urban church, St. Andrew’s is looking for the one to shape a strong and vibrant community of teens. Develop their
confidence, faith and spiritual maturity by working with church and area organizations. Contact The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis,
revcarissa@gmail.com. See job details here: http://www.saecheights.org/the-latest-news/full-time-youth-minister-search

Children Invited to Surrounded by the Story
Surrounded by the Story, Sunday school for Pre-K through 5th grade, blends storytelling and inter-

active lessons to create a place where young people can connect to sacred stories. Children are
invited to the classrooms behind the Parish Hall on Sunday mornings during the 9:30 to 10:20 am
Education Hour. This month, we’ll share these great stories:

• December 6 - Elizabeth and Zechariah
• December 13 - Mary and Joseph
• December 20 - One Night in a Stable (a special story)
• December 27 - Sunday school will be on holiday!

WANTED! Angels, shepherds, lambs and sheep needed for the “Just Show Up” Christmas Pageant. Children of all ages are invit-
ed to experience the wonder of Christ’s birth by participating in our annual Christmas pageant on Thursday, December 24. Join us in
the Parish Hall  by 4:45 pm on Christmas Eve to get dressed for the performance. Costumes will be provided, but we need you to bring
the enthusiasm and artistry. We will have a quick rehearsal for each section before the service starts. When the pageant is finished, the
children return to the Parish Hall to remove their costumes, then they join their families in church for the rest of the service.

Be a Star on Christmas Eve

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School will have their Community Christmas Celebration on Thursday, December 17 where the children
will sing some of our favorite holidays songs. Following the celebration, the school will be closed for Winter Break from December 18-
January 3. Teachers and staff will return for in-service on Monday, January 4 and the children will return on Tuesday, January 5.

If anyone is interested in applying to SAES, first schedule a tour by contacting Debbie Masters at 713-861-2954 or
admissions@saesintheheights.org. Tours are held the first and third Tuesdays of each month.

SAES Ready for Christmas

John David Alexander
Son of 

Julie & John Alexander

Adelynne Grace Cherry
Daughter of 

Christy Barker & Shelby Cherry

Josephine Ann Jones
Daughter of 

Anne & Kyle Jones

Lorelei Claire Richardson
Daughter of 

Brianne & Patrick Richardson

Baptized
November 1, 2015




