
THE VOICE
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH in the Heights since 1911 May 2014

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, 
nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.

JOIN NEWCOMER RECEPTION MAY 18

Newcomers and long-time parish-
ioners alike are invited to join the

fun Sunday, May 18, immediately follow-
ing the 10:30 am service for a casual recep-

tion at St. Andrew’s House (right next door
to the church). This is a great opportunity
for our community to welcome and spend
some getting know our newcomers over

snacks and beverages. There’s no need to
RSVP--just drop by St. Andrew’s House
after the 10:30 am service. Everyone is
invited!

LEND A HAND AT PARISH WORK DAY MAY 10
We gather each month to take care

of smaller chores around the
buildings and grounds, and many hands

make light work! We will work from 9 am
to around noon on Saturday, May 10 or
until our list of “to do’s” is done. There will

be jobs appropriate for all ages and abili-
ties, so please join us! If you can give an
hour or two, we’d love your assistance.

BEER DRINKERS & OTHERS IINVITED
MAY 21

St. Andrew’s is excited to
host the book release for

The Beer Drinker's Guide to
God: The Whole and Holy
Truth About Lager, Loving, and
L i v i n g , written by Fr. Bill
Miller. A reading and reception
will be held Wednesday, May
21 at 7 pm. A reading in the
nave will be followed by a
book signing and light refresh-
ments in the Parish Hall, with
beverages graciously provided
by St. Arnold's Brewery.

A good friend of Rev.

Grace, Fr. Miller currently
resides in Hawaii where he is
the rector of St. Michael and
All Angels Episcopal Church
on Kauai, and he owns a bar in
Marfa, Te x a s . H e also wrote
The Gospel According to Sam:
Animal Stories for the Soul.
Volunteers are needed to help
make the event a success, so if
you are interested in assisting,
please contact Anne Jones  at
aemandola@gmail.com or 281-
433-0095.

FIND CALMING SILENCE AT TAIZE MAY 2

Our monthly Taize service on Friday,
May 2 offers a wonderful way to

quietly reflect at the end of a busy week.
This month, Rev. Grace will celebrate

Holy Eucharist without words—as we seek
to gain insight regarding God’s action at
the Eucharist through quiet reverence.
With meditation, candlelight and music,

our monthly Taize service is a time of quiet
contemplation. Please join us.

On Sunday, May 18, we will hold a
L i t u rgy of Belonging ceremony

during both the 8:30 and 10:30 am servic-
es. This rite welcomes newcomers into our
church family. Those who recently trans-
ferred their membership, were baptized,
confirmed or received, or simply wish to
be a member of our community are wel-

come to take part. During each service,
those participating will be called to the
front for a short ceremony announcing
their inclusion. We are delighted to have
you with us and want to invite you to par-
ticipate in this important event so we can
o fficially welcome you into the parish
community. Please contact Ben Parks at

benparks@gmail.com or 713-6148320 or
John Stephenson at jstephenson@pkf-
texas.com or 832-330-7824 if you are
interested and indicate which service you
plan to attend that day. We look forward to
welcoming you on May 18.

BELONGING LITURGY TO WELCOME NEW MEMBERS MAY 18

Fr. Bill Miller



“In the merry, merry month of
May…” so goes the old song. There

are, traditionally, many merry occasions in
the month of May: graduations, picnics,
and beach outings to name a few. From
another perspective, May is a time of clo-
sures:  final exams, end of school years,
Memorial Day. Endings and beginnings
can both be a part of the same event which
is sometimes confusing and stressful.

And so it must have been for the fol-
lowers of Jesus in that first Eastertide.
Jesus had been killed, but the tomb was
empty; but not everyone saw that. There
must have been many rumors floating
throughout Galilee: “He is dead “, “No,

some women found an empty tomb;” “His
friends stole the body”; “No, some of his
friends say they saw him walking down the
road.” Can you imagine the creative details
that probably flourished about this event?
Think how it would have been if CNN or
Fox News had been around to cover the
story.

All these centuries later there are still
millions of non-believers, doubters, and
others who never heard the Story.
Christians in the 21st century have the
accounts of eyewitnesses to tell the truth of
Easter. Like the early followers, we are
commissioned to be storytellers, telling our
own personal stories of how it matters that

Christ is risen and is alive in our lives.
Through our baptism, we have died with
him and become new, free, resurrected
children of God. We have experienced a
simultaneous ending and beginning. We
have reason to be merry this May, and how
can we not share the merriment? Who will
you go and tell?

Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen indeed.

Deacon Portia

DEACON’S DIALOGUE
By Deacon Portia Sweet

Baptized
April 19, 2014

James Collin Gallagher
Son of Nicole & John Gallagher

In Memoriam
Danell Laverne Miller

November 25, 1926 - April 8, 2014

A WONDERFUL WELCOME
By Rector Jimmy Grace

Dear Friends,

For the past nine years of ordained min-
istry, I have by habit taken Monday as a
Sabbath. For a variety of reasons, I have
decided to change my Sabbath to Fridays
instead of Mondays. I mention this only
because working at St. A n d r e w ’s on
Mondays allows me the opportunity to
have conversation with parishioner David
Roberts. David sits at Tr i s h ’s desk on
Monday mornings, and hands out sack
lunches to the hungry in our community.

My heart was warmed when I saw that
in addition to the sack lunches David
offered our visitors, he also offered them
fresh donuts from a nearby donut shop in
the Heights which he had purchased on his
way here. That kind of hospitality David
offers mirrors the extraordinary gracious
and warm welcome Marla, myself, and our
family have received at St. Andrew’s.

From the welcome Meet & Greets
offered in parishioner homes to the Sunday

lunch reception in the Parish Hall on our
first Sunday, our family is so grateful for
the outpouring of gracious hospitality
received at this wonderful parish.   

I would like to thank the Meet & Greet
hosts Liz Dennis, Anne Jones, Margaret
Kroehler, Bob DeCesare and Sam Hsu,
Rebecca and Kevin Robertson, Chris
Barker, Martha and Jerry Gallagher, Sarrah
M o s e l e y, Elaine Massey, Mary Pauline
McElroy, and Dorothy Yannuzzi.

As mentioned earlier, the Sunday wel-
come reception was glorious, and I am
especially grateful to Laurie Hardwick,
Lisa Mustacchia, the Hospitality Te a m ,
Nancy Simpson, and St. Andrew’s School
for their hospitality. I know that there were
likely others who assisted with this recep-
tion, and if I did not mention your name,
please know how grateful I am!

Finally, I would like to express my
gratitude to the entire Vestry, and to Sarrah
Moseley (Junior Warden) and Greg
Caudell (Senior Warden). They have been

invaluable during my transition to St.
Andrew’s and I am thankful for their work
and service to St. Andrew’s.

As I write this letter, our family is now
officially moved into the Heights, a few
blocks away from the church. Although
there are still moving boxes in our home,
we are starting to feel more settled, and
excited about living in the neighborhood.
Personally, I am glad that we are in walk-
ing distance to Torchy’s Tacos! If their chili
con queso doesn’t prove that God is good,
I am not sure what possibly could.

Thank you all for your support and
prayers. Please continue to pray for our
family as we settle into our home and into
St. Andrew’s.

With love,

Jimmy  

EXPLORE THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

Do you wonder about that small red
book that resides in the pew rack

with the Hymnal? Is this book part of
Episcopal worship? On Sundays in April,
join Kevin Robertson at 9:30 am as he

guides an exploration of the Book of
Common Prayer. This is a wonderful way
to learn more about the book that is integral
to our daily lives as Episcopalians. The
Adult Education class meets in the Library

behind the Parish Hall. You’re invited to
stop in and find your new BFF – The Book
of Common Prayer.



JOIN THE QUILTERS!

The St. A n d r e w ’s Quilting Guild
meets every Tuesday and Friday

and the third Saturday of the month at 9:30
am in the quilting room behind the Parish
Hall. If anyone would like to join us, we
would like to have you. You don’t have to
know how to quilt. We have people who
crochet and do other types of crafting, so
all are welcome to come and join us.

We would like to remind everyone all

the money we make is contributed to the
church. So if you would like quilted
throws, baby gifts or small items like
aprons, potholders or gifts for special occa-
sions and quilts, we’ll be happy to help.
Just talk to us if you have something spe-
cial.

We also enjoy having friends come by
if you are in the area. Join us for coffee,
snacks and wonderful conversation.

Senior Warden
Greg Caudell
713-501-2757

greg@caudellcpa.com
Junior Warden
Sarrah Moseley
281-384-2981

smose@sbcglobal.net
Facilities

Bob DeCesare
bobdec2003@yahoo.com

646-644-2433
Treasurer

Chris Barker
713-868-3952

c h r i s . b a r k e r @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg
Clerk

Priscilla Burroughs
713-213-3199

pburroughs@bythewaters.com
Education

Kevin Robertson
281-960-9358

kevin.robertson@me.com
School

Liz Dennis
713-826-9765

edennis@stcl.edu
Stewardship /Annual Drive &

Continuing Education
Margaret Kroehler

512-740-7608
margaret.kroehler@gmail.com

Jerry Gallagher
jcg0151@gmail.com

281-501-2294
Finance &

Stewardship/Fundraising
Todd Saha

713-299-7502
tsaha39@msn.com 

Evangelism/Communication
Richard Molinaro

713-412-5532
typeknerd@gmail.com

Anne Jones
aemandola@gmail.com

281-433-0095
Evangelism/Newcomers

Ben Parks
benparks@gmail.com

713-614-8320
Hospitality

Laurie Hardwick
lauriewh@earthlink.net

713-956-2474

2014 Vestry

Community of Hope is a “School for
G o d ’s Service” based on

Benedictine Spirituality. It is an ecumenical
and international community of lay pas-
toral care givers who may visit persons
who are ill, despairing, lonely, dying, or
otherwise in need of a listening ear and
compassionate heart. St. Andrew’s Chapter

of Community of Hope will offer a new
class starting in April. If you are curious,
feel called to this ministry, or are commis-
sioned and wish to refresh some of your
previous learning, please contact Dorothy
Yannuzzi (djyannuzzi@comcast.net or
713-469-2886. 

ARE YOU CALLED TO COMMUNITY OF HOPE?

DONATE ALTAR FLOWERS

Throughout the year, sponsoring altar
flowers is a wonderful way to honor

loved ones, commemorate a special occa-
sion or simply give back to the glory of
God. There are still a number of Sundays
available for sponsorship on the A l t a r
Flower calendar, located on the bulletin
board in the rear entry hall. After the flow-
ers adorn the church during Sunday servic-
es, the two vases are moved to the chapel
and St. Andrew’s House to be enjoyed for

the remainder of the week. 
Giving flowers is so easy:

• Sign up on the calendar for a specific
week(s)

• Drop your $80 check in the alms basin
or mail to the church office (specify
altar flowers on your check)
If you have questions, please contact

Elizabeth McCormick at 832-661-7300 or
eamack@sbcglobal.net.

Stay In Touch!

To receive the latest news and
information about happenings at

St. Andrew’s:

• Let us know if your contact informa-
tion (address, email, phone number)
has changed.

• Share your email address with us to
receive event reminders and schedule
changes. If you’re not getting St.
A n d r e w ’s weekly email messages,
we do not have your email address.
Contact Trish Mehrkam at

trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596 with changes to your informa-
tion.

Tag, You’re It!
We’ve all had those frustrating and

embarrassing times when we can’t recall
someone’s name. To avoid this uncom-
fortable situation, wear your name tag
when attending a service or event at St.
Andrew’s. It’s that simple! Wearing a
name tag helps newcomers and long-
time members alike! To request a new or
replacement tag, contact Trish Mehrkam
at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or
713-861-5596. 

Share Your News!
Let us know If you have news related

to St. Andrew’s and our parishioners.
Contact Laurie Hardwick at
lauriewh@earthlink.net or Tr i s h
Mehrkam at 713-861-5596 if you have
information you think may be appropri-
ate for a future issue of The Voice.

PLEASE HELP US….

CELEBRATE HIS ASCENSION MAY 29
We will commemorate the

Ascension of Christ at a special
Holy Eucharist on Thursday, May 29 at
6:30 pm. All are welcome.



Service & Ministry at St. Andrew’s

There are many great ways to give to
others by sharing your time and tal-

ents with the St. Andrew’s community.
Volunteers are always needed and wel-
come! Training and direction is provided

for all jobs, and in most cases, you will
work with a partner or team - so serving is
a wonderful way to build and enhance con-
nections.

There is no prior experience or special

skills required - just a willingness to work
with others in the service of God. Please
take a look at the opportunities listed
below and find one that speaks to you.

MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE IN A SHORT AMOUNT OF TIME!

Alms Counter
Work with partner

1 Sunday per month

• County weekly donations
• Use calculator & copier
• Complete simple report
• Make bank deposit

Mary Rennie
maryrennie@sbcglobal.net

281-371-8124

Altar Guild Member
Work with team

1 week per month

• Maintain vestments and altar ware
• Prepare altar for Sundays and 

any special services

Rebecca Robertson
beccazicka@mac.com

281-782-6229

Children’s Chapel Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Assist youth at 10:30 am service
• Use prepared materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358

Choir Member
Work with group at Sunday 

and Special Services

• Lead congregation in music
• Participate in weekly rehearsals

Henry Washington
sing2livefree@yahoo.com

713-861-5596

Christian Education Leader
Lead lessons for young children

• Work with parish youth
• Use prepared/planned materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Deidre Grawl
deidre.grawl@saecheights.org

713-862-0806

EYC Leader
Work with youth group.

• Lead activities for middle and high
school youth

• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358

Holy Folder
Work with group 

2 hours per month

• Fold church newsletter
• Apply mailing labels

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952

Liturgical Server
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve as a reader or intercessor (not
required to robe)

• Assist at altar as acolyte or Lay
Eucharist Minister (LEM)

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am

Pat Caver
patricia.e.caver@uth.tmc.edu

713-655-1121

Nursery Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Care for infants and toddlers
• Assist Nursery Attendant
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Deidre Grawl
deidre.grawl@saecheights.org

713-862-8060

Usher/Greeter
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am
• Distribute Service Bulletins
• Greet and direct visitors and parish-

ioners
• Assist in service

John Stephenson
JStephenson@pfktexas.com

832-330-7824
Ben Parks

benparks@gmail.com
713-614-8320

Service Opportunity Duties/Requirements Contact



Youth & School News at St. Andrew’s

Assistants are needed to help our
Nursery Attendant care for infants

and toddlers on Sunday mornings. The
nursery is fully equipped—all that you

need to do to help is take free Safeguarding
God’s Children training and give a few
hours each month. Assistants must be 18 or
older, and a love of children Ais a must!

For more information, contact Deidre
Grawl at deidre.grawl@saecheights.org or
713-862-8060.

NURSERY ASSISTANTS NEEDED

Aplanning group recently met to
begin discussions about the future

of our Christian Formation program—with
a particular focus on programs for the
youth of our parish. We are looking for
new ideas—small and large—and would

like to have input and feedback from as
many of you as possible. We need people
who would like to brainstorm and help
paint a picture of the future of Christian
Formation at St. Andrew’s. If you have
thoughts, feelings or ideas you would like

to contribute, please contact Kevin
Robertson at kevin.robertson@mac.com or
281-960-9358. We want you to be includ-
ed!

SHARE YOUR IDEAS ABOUT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

On Sunday, May 11, we will recog-
nize and celebrate our parish grad-

uates. We have several who will be moving

on to the next step in their lives, and we
hope you will join us as we recognize their
accomplishments after the 10:30 am 

service—with cake and congratulations on
a job well done!

CONGRATULATE OUR GRADUATES

CONNECTING WITH SAES STUDENTS AT CHAPEL
By Nancy Simpson, Head of School

Each week our students participate in
a children’s chapel, led by Rev.

Jimmy Grace. We gather to sing a song or
two, pray together, and share a message
about God in our everyday lives. The expe-
rience is age-appropriate, taking into
account a short attention span, relative
experience, and the current classroom hap-
penings. It is truly a delightful experience
to see children respond to the music and
the message.  

Each month we have a “word of faith”
which can be highlighted in the classroom
at appropriate times. For instance, the word
for January was “Surprise”, for February,
“Love”, for March, “Patience” and, for

April, “Gratitude”. Come by the school to
find out what the word of faith is for May!

St. A n d r e w ’s Episcopal School was
founded in 2001 as an outreach of St.
A n d r e w ’s Episcopal Church.  Both
Montessori philosophy and our Episcopal
heritage support the school’s values of
inclusivity, respect for each person, the
inquiring mind and, service to others.
Being a member of the Southwestern
Association of Episcopal Schools is an
honor and responsibility to uphold high
standards that support a learning environ-
ment for intellectual, spiritual, emotional,
and physical growth.  St. Andrew’s is also
a Full Member of the American Montessori

Association.  Parents interested in admis-
sion to the school may contact the main
o ffice at standrewsschool@saesinthe-
h e i g h t s . o rg or, 713-861-2954. We hold
small group tours each month and accept
applications and enroll year-around. More
information about the school can be found
on-line at www.SAESintheHeights.org. 

Episcopal schools exist not merely to
educate, but to demonstrate and proclaim
the unique worth and beauty of all human
beings as creations of a loving, empower -
ing God.

~the National Association of
Episcopal Schools

NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBOR

Heights Presbyterian Church was
recently damaged by a serious fire.

After Rev. Jimmy Grace made a donation
on behalf of St. Andrew's to the congrega-

tion’s rebuilding fund, we received the fol-
lowing note of thanks:St. Andrew's:

Thank you so much for your gracious
donation to our church's fire fund. You can

rest assured that it will be used carefully
and with great thought as to how best to
glorify Christ. 

Heights Presbyterian Church

SAVE THE DATE ! ABUNDANCE POTLUCK JUNE 8

Mark you calendars and bring your
appetites! We will host a delicious

potluck luncheon on Sunday, June 8. This

is a great opportunity for fellowship and a
wonderful way to celebrate our abundance
on Pentecost Sunday. .

Watch for more details coming soon!



Outreach at St. Andrew’s
GIVE TO OTHERS

Serve at the Food Pantry
• Join the team from St. Andrew’s at Heights Interfaith Ministries Food

Pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp, on the fourth Saturday of each
month.

• There are jobs for all ages and abilities, and we work from 9:30 am to
noon. 

• Join us at the Food Pantry. All are welcome!

Fill Our Sack Lunches

We distribute brown bag lunches to any person who feels the need to
have a meal—approximately 300 are given each month. You can help by:

• Donating items that include Vienna sausages, cheese crackers, apple-
sauce, chips, peanuts, plastic spoons, napkins and bottled water. Look
for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entrance hall.

• Contribute money to help purchase lunch items. Simply write “sack
lunches” on your check and drop it in the alms basin.

• Help us pack the lunches on the first Sunday of each month immediate-
ly following the 10:30 am service. 

At St. Andrew’s, there are many ways for you to share what
you have with those in need in our community. You can

give of your time, talent and treasure and make a real difference in
the lives of those around us. Here’s how you can help:

Ateam from St. Andrew’s works at
the Heights Interfaith Ministries

Food Pantry on the last Saturday of each
month, so in May we will serve together on

May 24. There are jobs for all ages and
abilities, and we work from 9:30 am to
noon. All are welcome to join us at the
Food Pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp.

And, if you can’t make it on Saturdays, the
Food Pantry is also open on Thursdays and
extra hands are always welcome from 5-7
pm.

Category March
Collected

% of Budget YTD Collected % of Budget

$21,597.00
$1,298.00

$797.00
$23,692.00

105.85
62.3%

136.7%
124.0%

$68,125.00
$6,550.00
$2,234.00

$76,909.00

121.1%
104.8%
127.4%
119.7%

Pledge Payments
Non-Pledge Payments
Loose Currency
Total Plate

TREASURERS SNAPSHOT
Through March 2014 

If you have not yet turned in your pledge card, or are new to our church and would like to make a pledge, please con-
tact Jerry Gallagher at jcg0151@gmail.com or Chris Barker at chris.barker@saecheights.org. 

OVER 50? JOIN THE TRAVELING FUN!

The 50+ Group is a wonderful way to spend time with
fellow parishioners as you explore Houston and the

surrounding area. Simply get on the bus and join the fun!
The group has several outings planned over the next few
months, so mark your calendars and let Addie Smith, trip
coordinator, know if you plan to attend at 713-304-6449.

• May 7 - Galveston (RSVP by May 1)
• June 23 - Wimberley
• July 16, August 13 & September 10 - Destination TBD

SERVE AT THE FOOD PANTRY MAY 24 

As one of our outreach efforts this year, Daughters of the King
packed Easter goodie buckets & distributed to each floor of Heights
House & Heights Tower. Pictured are Elaine Massey, ,Kathleen

Galbraith and Marianne Haynes



Palm Sunday 2014

Easter 2014




