
THE VOICE
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH in the Heights since 1911 January 2015

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, 
nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.

On Sunday, January 11, everyone is
invited to the St. Andrew’s Annual

Parish Meeting where we will review the
accomplishments of the past year, which
were many, and officially welcome our
new leaders. We’ll come together in the
Parish Hall immediately following the
10:30 am service and enjoy a lunch after a
brief meeting. We’ll update the parish on
ministry activities and review our financial
standing. In addition, we’ll honor outgoing
vestry members and officially welcome the
new vestry members elected in October.

Mark your calendars and plan to join us!
The Men of St. Andrew’s will prepare

chicken and sausage for our lunch, and ask
that those attending add to the spread with
side dishes, salads, bread or desserts. As
always, we know the food will be fabulous
and plentiful!

We Are Blessed! We are grateful to the
members who are leaving the St. Andrew’s
vestry. Greg Caudell, Elizabeth Dennis,
Laurie Hardwick and Todd Saha are step-
ping down from the Vestry, but will contin-
ue to contribute to St. Andrew’s in many

ways. Priscilla Burroughs, our vestry clerk,
is also stepping down after several years of
service. Our newly chosen vestry mem-
bers—Elspeth Hixon, Lisa Mustacchia,
Brianne Richardson, Mary Rennie and
Stephen Runner—will join the Vestry and
continue to lead the parish with gladness
and singleness of heart. In addition,
Stephanie Wells will step in as our new
Vestry clerk. We thank them all for their
dedication and commitment to St.
Andrew’s!

About 8 people gathered for our first
meeting in December, when we

began the discussing our first book, The
Practice of Prayer, by Margaret Guenther.
In the course of the meeting, we decided to
spend a good amount of time on this excel-
lent book, and to use the questions at the
back of the book as an aid to our reflec-
tions.

Led by John Ibanez, our meetings are

held on the second Monday of the month,
from 6:30 to 8 pm, at St. Andrew’s House.
It’s not too late to join the group, as we
read and learn together. Here’s our plan for
covering the book over the next few
months: 
• January 12, 2015 – Chapters 1-4
• February 9, 2015 – Chapters 5-7
• March 9, 2015 – Chapters 8-10

This book can be easily purchased online
and all are invited to attend these meetings.
By reading these and other books together
we can more deeply explore the meaning
and the message. All are invited to partici-
pate—for more information join the SAEC
Spiritual Reading Group on Facebook or
email johngibanez@gmail.com. 

BE PART OF PARISH MEETING JANUARY 11

JOIN OUR SPIRITUAL READING GROUP

Ed and Sue Amash will host a party Saturday, January 3 for
the choir, handbell choir and parish. All are welcome to

their home at 404 W. 33rd from 6:30 to 10 pm. Ward Birkett is
coordinating a holiday feast for the event and asks those plan-
ning to attend to contribute to the table. To let him know what
you’d like to bring or find out what is needed, please contact
Ward at birkett-ward@aramark.com. All are invited (even those
not in the choir!) so please mark your calendars for this fun
evening. 

PARTY WITH THE CHOIR JANUARY 3!

With the new year, Lisa Puccio, our new Coordinator
for Special Needs and Family Formation, officially

began her work with St. Andrew’s. On Sunday, January 4, we
will welcome her with a reception from 9:30 to 10:30 in the
Parish Hall. Please plan to join us as and get to know Lisa a
bit better. All are welcome!

WELCOME LISA PUCCIO JANUARY 4

Join us Friday, January 2 at 6:30 pm for our monthly Taize
service. The special liturgy offers each person their own

unique experience of reflection through the prayers, meditation,
and music in this worship of God. This is a quiet, yet joyous way
to ring in a new year.

CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR AT TAIZE
JANUARY 2

Kick off the new year by lending a
hand at our Parish Work Day on

Saturday January 9. We’ll gather at 9 am to
divide up the chores work until around noon.
Come for as long as you are able - all you
need is a willing attitude and a bit of time. We
would love to have you!

PITCH IN AT PARISH WORK
DAY JANUARY 9



DEACON’S DIALOGUE
By Deacon Portia Sweet

FROM THE RECTOR
by Rector Jimmy Grace

Fifteen years ago I left a job I had lit-
tle interest in to search for what God

was calling me to do. The job I left certain-
ly wasn’t flashy, unless you consider a
beginning level data entry job to be so (in
that case, we might need to meet for pas-
toral counseling!) At this time in my life,
the vocation to the priesthood seemed pret-
ty clear to me, but I needed to find a place
to explore it further.

It was on this occasion that I found
myself walking into Lord of the Streets, an
Episcopal ministry to the homeless in the
midtown/downtown Houston area. I dis-
covered Lord of the Streets (or LOTS as it
is known by many in our Diocese) through
another priest who suggested I explore the
vocation of a priest amongst the homeless
in our city.

I began volunteering there; helping to
serve food, sort out prescription drugs, and
various other odd jobs. I met Jesus there
daily, in the conversations, prayers, and
fellowship amongst many of the people
who sought refuge, peace, and stability in
this unique community. While volunteer-
ing there, I also had the privilege of meet-
ing a friendly deacon, the Rev. Barbara
Lewis. Barbara’s ministry at LOTS was
characterized by warmth, compassion, sin-
cerity, and love – traits that many of you all
know well from her time as Rector of this
parish.  

When I look back on my time at Lord
of the Streets, I do so with gratitude for the
work they do on behalf of the homeless in
our city. Each Sunday, Lord of the Streets
holds services at nearby Trinity Episcopal
Church in their nave. Afterward, a gener-
ous hot breakfast is served to the homeless
in the adjoining parish hall.  On average,
263 people attend services there every
Sunday.

I am proud of the good work the Lord
of the Streets continues to do. Their Vicar,
the Rev. Bob Flick, once said that LOTS
continues to befuddle national church sta-
tistics, as they consistently have a higher
Sunday attendance than most Episcopal
Churches nationwide, yet they usually
receive very little in terms of a weekly
offering.

Some months ago, I approached Bob
about St. A n d r e w ’s joining other local
Houston Episcopal congregations in finan-
cially supporting their ministry. After some
conversation, and with approval by the
Vestry, St. Andrew’s this year will begin a
relationship with LOTS in which we will
contribute $3,000 annually to their operat-
ing budget. In addition, one of our parish-
ioners will serve on their Bishop’s
Committee (which is essentially a Vestry
for a mission congregation of the Diocese
of Texas). On select Sunday mornings dur-
ing the year, St. Andrew’s will help prepare

and serve breakfast to some of the neediest
in our city. All of this will be in addition to
our monthly clothing donations we are
already providing to LOTS.

St. Andrew’s will still maintain our cur-
rent relationship with the Heights Interfaith
Food Pantry, and I am hopeful that in the
future we will be able to solidify that rela-
tionship further as well.

It is in Matthew’s Gospel where Jesus
says “Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world; for I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing,
I was sick and you took care of me, I was
in prison and you visited me.”  (Matthew
25: 34 – 36). We are called by Jesus to
serve the least of these, and our support of
LOTS is one small way of doing that.

I am proud that St. Andrew’s is entering
into this relationship with LOTS. And I am
grateful for your generous stewardship,
which positions St. Andrew’s in a place
where we are able to offer tangible out-
reach in our city. If you have any questions
about this ministry, or are interested in vol-
unteering with LOTS, please let me know.
God bless you this new year!With love,

Happy New Year to each and every
one. I like the idea of having a

fresh starting point, do you? We have once
again experienced the Advent season of
reflection and anticipation and perhaps
seeking forgiveness and asking for a clean
heart. We then welcomed the fresh new
baby Savior into our hearts and our lives at
Christmas. Now it is time to reorder our
thoughts, our habits, and our intentions.
Reorder and Resolve. Happy New Year

indeed.
We now move into Epiphany, a season

which recalls many of the significant ways
the adult Savior revealed himself to
mankind. Epiphanies of Christ continue to
this day and are often experienced in the
course of reaching out and serving our
neighbors. If your re-ordering includes
exploring ways to serve at St. Andrew's or
if you think you would like to move from a
ministry you have long done into one using

different gifts, please read the rest of this
n e w s l e t t e r. There are many outreach
opportunities within our parish community
which serve a variety of needs of our
neighbors and offer opportunities to
encounter Christ in the other person as well
as in ourselves. Your Deacon welcomes the
opportunity to explore your gifts and dis-
cuss the opportunities with you. You may
even have an idea for a new parish min-
istry.

COMMUNION AVAILABLE TO GO

If you are unable to get to church
because of health or mobility issues

and would like to share Eucharist with your
parish family, please notify Dorothy
Yannuzzi at djyannuzzi@comcast.net or

call the church office at 713-861-5596 by
Friday. We have trained Lay Eucharistic
Visitors who are ready and able to bring our
Holy Banquet to you.

In early December, Bishop Andy Doyle visited St. Andrew’s to celebrate the
Holy Eucharist and welcome new members through Confirmation and

Reception in the Episcopal Church. It was a wonderful evening that concluded with
a reception hosted by the Daughters of the King. Please welcome these new “offi-
cial” members to our parish family.

Confirmed: Kayla Marie Hitt, Claire Julliet Loeschman, Austin Andrew
Robertson, Taylor Nicole Henderson, Jacke Cole Henderson, Shelby Cherry,
Amanda Christine Howe, Kyle Osborne Jones, Susan Banta Peterson, Lane Barker
Ransom, William Hathaway Ylitalo

Received: William Daniel Stafford, Melia Da Silva

NEW MEMBERS CONFIRMED, RECEIVED BY BISHOP



JOIN THE QUILTERS!

The St. Andrew’s Quilting Guild meets
every Tuesday and Friday at 9:30 am

in the quilting room behind the Parish Hall.
If anyone would like to join us, we would
like to have you. You don’t have to know
how to quilt. We have people who crochet
and do other types of crafting, so all are wel-
come to come and join us.

We would like to remind everyone all the

money we make is contributed to the church.
So if you would like quilted throws, baby
gifts or small items like aprons, potholders or
gifts for special occasions and quilts, we’ll
be happy to help. Just talk to us if you have
something special.

We also enjoy having friends come by if
you are in the area. Join us for coffee, snacks
and wonderful conversation.

Senior Warden
Greg Caudell
713-501-2757

greg@caudellcpa.com
Junior Warden
Sarrah Moseley
281-384-2981

smose@sbcglobal.net
Finance

Bob DeCesare
bobdec2003@yahoo.com

646-644-2433
Treasurer

Chris Barker
713-868-3952

c h r i s . b a r k e r @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg
Clerk

Priscilla Burroughs
713-213-3199

pburroughs@bythewaters.com
Liturgy

Kevin Robertson
281-960-9358

kevin.robertson@me.com
School

Liz Dennis
713-826-9765

edennis@stcl.edu
Stewardship /Annual Drive &

Continuing Education
Jerry Gallagher

jcg0151@gmail.com
281-501-2294

Finance &
Stewardship/Fundraising

Todd Saha
713-299-7502

tsaha39@msn.com 
Evangelism/Communication

Richard Molinaro
713-412-5532

typeknerd@gmail.com
Anne Jones

aemandola@gmail.com
281-433-0095

Evangelism/Newcomers
Ben Parks

benparks@gmail.com
713-614-8320
Hospitality

Laurie Hardwick
lauriewh@earthlink.net

713-956-2474

2014 VestryDONATE ALTAR FLOWERS

Sponsoring altar flowers is a wonderful
way to honor loved ones, commemo-

rate a special occasion or simply give back to
the glory of God. To see which Sundays are
available in 2015, check the Altar Flower
calendar on the bulletin board in the rear
entry hall. After the flowers adorn the church
during Sunday services, the arrangements
are moved to the chapel and St. Andrew’s
House to be enjoyed for the remainder of the
week. 

Giving flowers is simple:
• Sign up on the calendar for a specific

week(s)
• Drop your $80 check in the alms basin or

mail to the church office (specify altar
flowers on your check)

If you have questions, please contact
Elizabeth McCormick at 832-661-7300 or
eamack@sbcglobal.net.

Stay In Touch!

To receive the latest news and
information about happenings at

St. Andrew’s:
• Let us know if your contact informa-

tion (address, email, phone number)
has changed.

• Share your email address with us to
receive event reminders and schedule
changes. If you’re not getting St.
Andrew’s weekly email messages, we
do not have your email address.
Contact Trish Mehrkam at

trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596 with changes to your informa-
tion.

Tag, You’re It!
We’ve all had those frustrating and

embarrassing times when we can’t
recall someone’s name. To avoid this
uncomfortable situation, wear your
name tag when attending a service or
event at St. Andrew’s. It’s that simple!
Wearing a name tag helps newcomers
and long-time members alike! To
request a new or replacement tag, con-
tact Trish Mehrkam at
trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596. 

Share Your News!
Let us know If you have news relat-

ed to St. Andrew’s and our parishioners.
Contact Laurie Hardwick at lau-
riewh@earthlink.net or Trish Mehrkam
at 713-861-5596 if you have informa-
tion you think may be appropriate for a
future issue of The Voice.

PLEASE HELP US….

COME TO COUNCIL MEETING

The Annual Council of the Episcopal
Diocese of Texas (EDOT) convenes

at the Marriott Waterway in the Woodlands
February 6-7. The opening Eucharist is
Friday evening at 6 pm and everyone is invit-
ed to be present. You do not have to be a
Council Delegate to attend this service,

which is an exciting experience of the greater
church celebrating and worshiping together.
Mark your calendars, arrange car pools, or
just come! To learn more, visit
epicenter.org/council for other ways that you
can participate in this exciting gathering.

In Memoriam
Mary Buhler Lowery Larsen

January 27, 1927 - December 11, 2014



Service & Ministry at St. Andrew’s

There are many great ways to give to
others by sharing your time and tal-

ents with the St. Andrew’s community.
Volunteers are always needed and wel-
come! Training and direction is provided

for all jobs, and in most cases, you will
work with a partner or team - so serving is
a wonderful way to build and enhance con-
nections.

There is no prior experience or special

skills required - just a willingness to work
with others in the service of God. Please
take a look at the opportunities listed
below and find one that speaks to you.

SHARE YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Alms Counter
Work with partner

1 Sunday per month

• Count weekly donations
• Use calculator & copier
• Complete simple report
• Make bank deposit

Mary Rennie
maryrennie@sbcglobal.net

281-371-8124

Altar Guild Member
Work with team

1 week per month

• Maintain vestments and altar ware
• Prepare altar for Sundays and 

any special services

Rebecca Robertson
beccazicka@mac.com

281-782-6229

Choir Member
Work with group at Sunday 

and Special Services

• Lead congregation in music
• Participate in weekly rehearsals

Henry Washington
sing2livefree@yahoo.com

713-861-5596

Christian Education Leader
Lead lessons & activities 

• Work with parish youth
• Use prepared/planned materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Rev. Jimmy Grace
jgrace@SAECheights.org

713-861-5596

Holy Folder
Work with group 

2 hours per month

• Fold church newsletter
• Apply mailing labels

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952

Liturgical Server
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve as a reader or intercessor (not
required to robe)

• Assist at altar as acolyte or Lay Eucharist
Minister (LEM)

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358

Nursery Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Care for infants and toddlers
• Assist Nursery Attendant
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952

Usher/Greeter
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am
• Distribute Service Bulletins
• Greet and direct visitors and parishioners
• Assist in service

Diana Burton
garydiana@att.net

713-466-0205

Service Opportunity Duties/Requirements Contact

USHERS WANTED FOR 8:30 SERVICE

While we always welcome new-
comers to our usher ministry, we

are especially in need of a few additional
folks to serve at our 8:30 am service on

Sunday. If you already attend this service,
ushering is a wonderful and easy way to
share your time and talents. Ushers are
asked to arrive 15 minutes prior to service

time and typically serve one Sunday per
month. If interested, please contact Diana
Burton at garydiana@att.net or speak with
her on Sunday morning. 

HELP US "DEGREEN" JANUARY 4

All hands are needed on Sunday,
January 4 to help take down our

Christmas decorations and greenery. We'll

begin the work immediately following the
10:30 am service and celebrate a job well
done with a pizza buffet, sponsored by the

Altar Guild, when our tasks are complete.
The more hands, the quicker the work, so
please plan to pitch in if you can.



Education News at St. Andrew’s

Calling all Junior and Senior High
students to St. Andrew’s House on

Sunday mornings for donuts, conversation,
and good company. This isn’t any ordinary
Sunday school experience. A team of four
mentors will walk with you as you explore
your spiritual and religious beliefs. If you

and your parents agree, our time together
will also prepare you for confirmation, fol-
lowing the Confirm, not Conform curricu-
lum. These classes will be fun and engag-
ing classes, even if you have already been
confirmed. Got questions? Contact Biz
Loeschman at ecloeschman@gmail.com or

phone/text 713.305.4053 or Kevin
Robertson at kevbohead@mac.com. We’ll
see you on Sundays, 9:30 – 10:30 AM at
St. Andrew's House, next door to the
church.

Rev. Jimmy Grace will lead new
classes in the new year. All are

invited to participate on Sunday mornings
in the Parish Hall.

“The Nicene Creed: What
Christians Believe and 

Why it Matters”
Each Sunday in worship we say togeth-

er the words of the Nicene Creed. But
where did this creed come from, and why
do we say it? Are creeds an anachronistic
holdover from centuries before that no
longer are necessary? Join us Sunday

mornings in the Parish Hall at 9:30 am as
we explore the history and meaning of the
Nicene Creed.
• January 18: A Brief Introduction and

History of the Nicene Creed
• January 25: God the Father
• February 1: God the Son
• February 15: God the Holy Spirit

Sundays in Lent
Sunday mornings in Lent at 9:30 am in

the Parish Hall, all are invited to for theo-
logical reflection on Cormac McCarthy’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, The Road.

Brief excerpts from the film adaption will
juxtapose our conversation as we consider
a story of compelling beauty in which a
father and son discover hope in a world
that seemingly has none.

• February 22: The Road: M o r a l i t y,
Tradition, and Hope

• March 1: The Father: God in the Midst
of Ashes

• March 15: The Son: The Word of God
• March 22: The Coast: Love’s Embrace

JR & SR HIGH YOUTH: WE GOT YOUR DONUTS!

Classes for children from kinder-
garten to fifth grade will resume in

our classrooms behind the Parish Hall.
Divided into two separate groups, the

kindergarten – 3rd grade class will meet in
the Godly Play room, and the 4th-5th grade
class will meet in the youth room. All
classes will meet during the education hour

on Sunday mornings, from 9:30 – 10:30
AM. If you have any questions, please con-
tact Rev. Grace at jgrace@saecheights.org
or 713-861-5596.

ELEMENTARY YOUTH INVITED TO CLASS

ADULTS INVITED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Category November
Collected

% of Budget YTD Collected % of Budget

$23,113.00
$17,403.00

$1,263.00
$41,779.00

113.2%
835.5%
216.6%
181.00%

$225,632.00
$73,412.00
$11,442.00

$310,486.00

94.0%
293.6%
163.5%
114.2%

Pledge Payments
Non-Pledge Payments
Loose Currency
Total Plate

TREASURER’S SNAPSHOT
Through November 2014 

As of December 10, we have received 106 pledges. If you have not yet turned in your pledge card,
there is still time to do so. For information, or if you have questions, please contact Jerry

Gallagher (jcg0151@gmail.com) or Chris Barker (chris.barker@saecheights.org)

Be thoughtful, be reverent, be silent;
For this is the House of God.

Before the service, speak to the Lord
During the service, let the Lord speak to you;

After the service, speak to one another.

You can give a little to St. Andrew’s when you buy groceries with
the Kroger Community Rewards program. This program donates

a percentage of purchases made by Kroger shoppers to the charitable
organization of their choice—and many of you chose St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church! This program requires re-enrollment each year, and
it’s time to confirm your program participation for 2014-2015. This year,
enrollment will be handled online, so it’s simple and easy!

You can enroll at www.krogercommunityrewards.com using 83715,
which is our organization number. You must have a registered Kroger
Plus card account to link to St. Andrew’s. Once you’ve logged on, sim-
ply follow the instructions to link your account to St. Andrew’s. If you do
not have a Kroger Plus card, you can sign up at your local store or online.
And if you do not have computer access, but would like to participate,
please contact Chris Barker at 713-868-3952 for assistance. Help us earn
more by signing up!

SUPPORT ST. ANDREW’S WHILE YOU SHOP



Outreach at St. Andrew’s
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND!

KEEP FILLING OUR LUNCHES

We need items to fill more than 300 sack lunches each
month—look for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin

board in the rear entry hall. Once your items are placed in the
Parish Hall kitchen, please put a check mark by your name to
let us know your items have been delivered. Items for sack
lunches are due by the first Sunday each month. Monetary
donations are also welcome—simply write sack lunches in the
memo line of your check and place in the collection plate on
Sunday. Thanks for your continued support! 

"You fed me when I was hungry."
Christ let us know that feeding one

another was at or near the top of his list of
how we are to love our neighbor. If you
would like to help provide a meal to a
parishioner who is experiencing some dif-

ficulty, here is your chance. Perhaps he or
she is ill, recovering from surgery, has a
death or new baby in the family. Whatever
the need, Martha Gallagher and the Meal
Train can extend love with food. It can be
take-out or homemade. Contact Martha

Gallagher at 281-501-2294 or
mgg0413@gmail.com if you are interested
in participating in this ministry. For more
information on how the Meal Train is
organized, go to www. MealTrain.com.

ALL ABOARD FOR NEW MEAL TRAIN MINISTRY!

Volunteers from St. A n d r e w ’s serve on the fourth
Saturday of most months at the Heights Intefaith

Ministries Food Pantry, 3523 Beauchamp, and all hands are wel-
come. The group works from 9:30 am to around noon and assists
with sorting and shelving donations, and assisting clients in
selecting items from the pantry. There are jobs for all ages and
abilities, and this is a wonderful way to help our neighbors in
need. 

SERVE AT THE FOOD PANTRY JANUARY 24

The Oak Table Lobby has become a
Giving Depot to receive different

items we no longer use or items we share
from our abundance. For every gift, some-
one is needed to prepare and/or deliver col-
lected items to their intended destination.
Before you discard anything you think
another might use, please check with
Deacon Portia about sharing with a neigh-
bor. Look at some of the possibilities!

• Clothing for Lord of the Streets: Please
donate clean, folded, gently used clothes
for men, women, and children. Also, used
eye glasses are needed. When the baskets
are full, clothing is taken to LOTS near

Trinity Episcopal Church.
• Used Batteries: Used batteries may be

placed in the designated bucket and Don
Chevalier will take these to Batteries Plus
for recycling.

• Adult Diapers: Collected in collabora-
tion with Heights Church of Christ for
their ministry to underserved elders.
These are usually picked up by one of
their congregants.

• Food: Non-perishable food items are col-
lected in the blue cart and delivered to
Heights Interfaith Ministry Food Pantry
by Cort Peavy and sons. The pantry
serves people in the three ZIP codes near-
est St. Andrew's. Parishioners serve at

this pantry on the fourth Saturday each
month.

• Personal Hygiene Items: Travel size
items are collected in collaboration with
Heights Christian Church (HCC) for their
ministry to our neighbors on the streets.
In turn, HCC parishioners provide a num-
ber of sack lunches for us to distribute.

• Winter Hats: Yarn and instructions for
knitting and crocheting are provided in a
basket for your taking, if you knit or cro-
chet. This is a good thing to do on winter
evenings while you watch TV or a movie.
Hats are returned to the Oak Table Lobby,
then taken to the office for distribution
along with sack lunches.

THANKS JIMMY & MARLA FOR A WONDERFUL CELEBRATION



“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go
from your country and your kindred

and your father’s house to the land that I
will show you.” Genesis 12:1

How often are we offered the opportu-
nity to take an epic “Abraham” journey?
Do we recognize when God asks us to
leave all that we know and love to follow
an unknown path? Perhaps we close our
ears to the invitation. Abram loved God,
and God recognized his devotion. Would
A b r a m ’s love and devotion flow deep
enough in his soul for Abram to surrender
to God’s challenge?

Formation is journey without end, con-
stantly changing and adapting to the envi-
ronment surrounding us. There is love,
there is devotion and if we are willing
accept, surrender. It is a joy to love God,
joyful work to be devoted to God, but it
must be the most wonderful joy to surren-
der to God. I pray that when I am called by
God to follow, I can have the strength to
surrender to His call.

These are the rules I use for leading

families in the formation of their faithful
lives, to teach our children about the love
of God, to be devoted in service to others
in His name, and to surrender our will to
His will. Helping anyone to know that God
is more in charge than we are is difficult.
It’s only natural that a parent wants to do
everything possible to provide for their
family, to make sure their children are safe
and to be responsible for creating a happy
home. Surrender doesn’t seem like a good
vocabulary word for parenting.

As a wife and a parent and a formation
leader I’ve taken many journeys that have
ended with surrender, we all have. There
have been many times that I recognized
that I wasn’t in charge and, although I was
afraid, I followed the unfamiliar path.
Recognizing, and helping others to recog-
nize, the opportunities for surrender seems
to me to be an important part of what we
should be doing for the church’s children
and youth and young adults and older
adults. And yet as fundamental as it
sounds, it’s difficult to set the example. It’s

difficult to relinquish control over what we
hold dear or what we feel responsible for in
our life and work.

If we’re afraid to let go and step out and
go a new way, we’re not being true to who
we say we are. I think of the practices that
are tried and true for our community, the
things that have always worked well – why
would we want to follow a new path? The
answer is not that we want to increase
attendance or respond to a survey or please
our vestry – the answer is that we are con-
tinually called to follow a new path.

I find myself now on a journey with
you. While it may be a journey that I was
not expecting, I am overwhelmed with
excitement about things to come for us.
What is calling you? Where are you called
to go? We are called every day to seize the
opportunity to be living a new life in
Christ; we are offered the gift of surrender.

“And Abram journeyed on…” Genesis
12:9

FORMATION: A JOUNEY WITHOUT END
By Lisa Puccio, Coordinator for Special Needs and Family Formation

If your call to service is of a more con-
templative nature, perhaps you would

like to become a part of the team which
writes the weekly Prayers of the People for

the 10:30 am service. Coaching is available
and we who participate find this a way to
draw nearer to the Holy One as we pray
and write on behalf of others. Contact

Deacon Portia if you are interested at
Portia.sweet@saecheights.org. 

PRAYER WRITERS NEEDED

St. Andrew's now offers Evening
Prayer on Tuesdays and

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Chapel. This

calming half-hour service is a wonderful
way to bring a close to your busy, and
sometimes stressful, day. With candlelight,

prayers and readings, the service is
designed to usher in a peaceful night. All
are welcome.

END YOUR DAY WITH EVENING PRAYER

NEED A NIGHT OUT? JOIN US JANUARY 27

Now that the holidays are over and
the daily grind has returned, you

need a night out! Please join us Tuesday,
January 27 for fun, fellowship, food and
margaritas! We will gather at Teotihuacan

Mexican Cafe, 1511 Airline, at 7 pm. They
feature "Classic Mexican Food" - deli-
cious and not to be missed—and can also
handle separate checks. All are welcome!

THE TWO GEORGIA MAES

Recently, a historic meeting took place between two
parishioners named Georgia Mae. Entering her

100th year in 2015, Georgia Mae Gilpin is a long-time St.
Andrew’s member. With a little help from Elaine Massey,
she was recently introduced to one of the parish’s newest
members Georgia Mae Runner by her mother Catherine. The
two seemed to hit it off, and plan to get together again in the
future.

UPDATE YOUR INFO

Our effort to update our parish
records continues—and we want to

hear from you. If you have not yet returned
the Family Information Form that was
included in last month’s issue, please pick

one up at church or access our online form
at www. s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg / p a r i s h - i n f o r m a-
tion-form/ You can also contact our mem-
bership secretary Deidre Grawl at
d e i d r e . g r a w l @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg to receive

an electronic version. Your cooperation in
completing and returning your Family
Information Form will be greatly appreci-
ated.


