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We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, 
nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.

RENEW YOUR SPIRIT AT TAIZE SEPTEMBER 5
Our monthly Taize service on Friday,

September 5 offers a wonderful
way to quietly reflect at the end of a busy
week. With meditation, candlelight and

music, our monthly Taize service is a time
of spiritual renewal. Please join us. 

UPDATE YOUR FAMILY INFORMATION

DON’T MISS OUR MEET & GREET SEPTEMBER 7!

Everyone is invited to the St.
A n d r e w ’s parish Meet & Greet

scheduled for Sunday, September 7 from 5-

7 PM. Please join us for snacks and drinks
at St. Andrew’s House, next door to the
church, so we can all get to know each

other better. The door will be open wide for
visitors, newcomers and the entire congre-
gation!

COME FOR BREAKFAST SEPTEMBER 14

The Second Sunday Breakfast Bunch
will be serving up a hot, delicious

meal at 9:15 AM on Sunday, September 14

in the Parish Hall. Youth can grab some
nourishment before Christian Education
classes begin at 9:30 AM. The meal and

fellowship are free—donations are appre-
ciated!

September is Update Yo u r
Information Month at St. Andrew’s

Episcopal Church! Enclosed in this
newsletter is a Family Information Form.
Since much information comes to us in bits
and pieces, we would appreciate you tak-
ing the time to fill out the form so we can
serve our congregation more efficiently.

Rev. Grace is embarking on new min-
istries that require accurate information
such as birthdays, home addresses, pre-
ferred phone contacts, and emails. With a
new rector and welcoming many new visi-

tors and members, this is a great time to
best time to update and complete our
records—something that we have not done
for quite some time.

Of course, all your information will be
private and you can indicate whether you
want to receive a weekly email from St.
Andrew’s or not. All information is for
internal use only. If at any time you choose
to transfer to another Episcopal church,
date of birth and baptism and confirmation
dates are the only information given to the
new church. No other information is trans-

ferred.
You can also access a form at

w w. s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg or email me at
d e i d r e . g r a w l @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg to receive
an electronic version. Your cooperation in
completing and returning your Family
Information Form will be greatly appreci-
ated!

Deidre G. Grawl
Membership Secretary

JOIN THE WORK DAY FUN SEPTEMBER 13
Yes, work can be fun! Don’t miss

our next fun-filled morning of
chores around our buildings and grounds
on Saturday, September 13. We begin

around 9 AM and work until noon or our
tasks are complete. This is a wonderful
way to give back to the St. Andrew’s com-
munity and a great opportunity to get to

know others in the parish. There are jobs
for all ages and abilities, and you can come
for as long as you’re able. Please join us.

Our annual Blessing of the Animals
will be held Sunday, October 5

from 4 to 6 pm. In addition to our regular
blessing and service, this year we will have
hot dogs, drinks, beer and a band will be
performing on the front porch of St.

Andrew’s house. We will again take this
opportunity to support the Ani-Meals-on-
Wheels program and will ask everyone to
bring unopened dog and cat food so that
our friends in the Meals-On-Wheels pro-
gram can feed their pets.

If you have any questions, or would
like to volunteer for this community bridge
event, please contact Teri Jo Nicholson at
terijo1@comcast.net or 713-688-6200.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE ANIMAL BLESSING



DEACON’S DIALOGUE
By Deacon Portia Sweet

INSPIRED BY NATURE
by Rector Jimmy Grace

As I write this article, our family is
currently on vacation at the Estes

Park YMCA camp in Colorado. We are in
a cozy cabin, and surrounding us are some
of our favorite four-legged friends: elk,
deer, and mountain squirrels too many to
number. One of my children is particularly
fond of deer, and literally squeals with
excitement every time he spots a deer, say-
ing “deer!, deer!, deer!”

Nature is a holy place, and I find the
outdoors more majestic and inspiring than
even the most ornate cathedral. As the nat-
uralist and explorer John Muir once said,
“keep close to nature’s heart...and break
clear away, once in awhile, and climb a
mountain or spend a week in the woods.
Wash your spirit clean.”  

Living in a city such as Houston, it is
easy for us to forget the beauty and splen-
dor of nature. Therefore I am grateful for
all those who tend gardens, nurture trees
and help to create beautiful green spaces in
our city. At St. Andrew’s, I am particularly
grateful for those who tend our beautiful
outdoor space. Many are the days when I

look outside the window of my study and
see Susan Kelly among others carefully
tending so many of the beautiful plants and
flowers that pepper our campus. I am
grateful for her good care, and that of many
others who help to make St. Andrew’s such
a beautiful and welcoming space. 

The splendor of creation extends itself
into the city in many other ways, of course.
The animals who live with us in our homes
are faithful companions whose presence
brings comfort and peace into our lives
(unless of course, you are trying to house
train a puppy!). Religions around the globe
recognize the holiness of animals in many
ways. When I visited a Buddhist monastery
in Tibet years ago, I was surprised to see so
many dogs living there. When I asked one
of the monks (who thankfully spoke
English) why dogs were permitted in the
monastery, he explained that in the reincar-
nation cycle, dogs represent souls who in
the next life will be reborn as humans.
Therefore dogs were pampered guests at
the monastery!

Within the Christian tradition, St.

Francis is perhaps the most venerated (but
often the least imitated) of the saints –
known particularly for his relationship
with animals. The Feast Day for St. Francis
is always October 4, which this year is a
Saturday. At St. Andrew’s we will com-
memorate the Feast of St. Francis with an
outdoor service and blessing of the animals
from 4 – 6 PM on Sunday, October 5. All
animals are welcome and their human
companions are welcome!

Following the blessing this year, St.
Andrew’s will host a festive outdoor party
featuring hot “deity” dogs, activities for
children, live music by the Jeff Morrison
Band, and beer provided by St. Arnold
brewery (Saint Arnold was the patron saint
of hop pickers and Belgian beer makers).
All are welcome as we celebrate the gift of
God’s creation on the Feast of St. Francis!

God’s Grace and Peace,

Jimmy

JOIN THE LITURGICAL MINISTRY

Have you ever wanted to participate
more fully in the service but didn’t

know how to get involved?  We are looking
to expand our corps of liturgical ministers,
and we could use your help.  Roles are var-
ied – Readers/Intercessors, Acolytes, Altar

Servers, and Lay Eucharistic Ministers
(LEMs). No prior experience is necessary,
and training will be provided.  Currently,
team members are asked to serve one
Sunday per month at either the 8:30 am or
10:30 am services. Membership is open to

ages from older elementary youth (or those
that can follow directions and sit still for
the entire service) and up. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Kevin Robertson at
kevin.robertson@me.com

September usually signals the return
of routines and regulated calendars.

After a sort of freelancing through the
s u m m e r, now we find ourselves doing
what is expected or demanded by someone
else. Alarm clocks are set and so exact and
annoying. Meetings, appointments, com-
mittees, to- do lists, schedules, all require
m e m o r y, time and commitment. Even
Church wants a piece of us. No, that is not
true. Church, or God, that is, wants ALL of
us. Oh dear, how can that happen? 

Although I certainly do not claim per-
fection at this, I have found that if I begin
each morning with, “Good Morning, God
and thank you for another day”, this sets
my mind and my feet in the right direction.
If I can remember that I encountered the
Divine before my feet hit the floor I am
more likely to seek guidance, protection,
and grace in each of the many things I do

throughout the busy day. Jesus said, “Seek
and ye shall find” and “Ask in my name
and it shall be given to you.” 

What can be given includes patience
and calm when dealing with difficult peo-
ple or frustrating situations beyond our
control. It includes finding the right words
to bring peace among conflicting factions
and comfort to hurting colleagues. God
does want ALL of us and God will provide
ALL we need to meet the challenges and
the obstacles of our lives – if we remember
to invite Jesus to walk with us and be with
us in all we are and do.

May your Fall be productive, fulfilling,
a season of surprises and enrichment. And
may you go with God every step of the
way.

Deacons on the Border Update - Last
month I wrote about the situation of
migrating women and unaccompanied

children on the Texas/Mexico border.
Several deacons from our diocese went to
McAllen and were the guests of St. John’s
Episcopal Church. Sleeping on their own
air mattresses, working at the huge food
and clothing warehouses, eating common
meals and sharing morning and/or evening
worship around the table, they served hun-
dreds of children. They posted many pic-
tures on Facebook, which told the story of
their generous mission. Their various
parishes collected items needed for sur-
vival and the churches and volunteers in
McAllen joined the women to make the
mission work. If you wish to see some of
this work, check out the diocesan web site,
epicenter.org, or the FB page of Pat Ritter
Richie, Glennda Hardin, or Wanda Cuniff
(all deacons). 



JOIN THE QUILTERS!

The St. A n d r e w ’s Quilting Guild
meets every Tuesday and Friday

and the third Saturday of the month at 9:30
am in the quilting room behind the Parish
Hall. If anyone would like to join us, we
would like to have you. You don’t have to
know how to quilt. We have people who
crochet and do other types of crafting, so
all are welcome to come and join us.

We would like to remind everyone all

the money we make is contributed to the
church. So if you would like quilted
throws, baby gifts or small items like
aprons, potholders or gifts for special occa-
sions and quilts, we’ll be happy to help.
Just talk to us if you have something spe-
cial.

We also enjoy having friends come by
if you are in the area. Join us for coffee,
snacks and wonderful conversation.

Senior Warden
Greg Caudell
713-501-2757

greg@caudellcpa.com
Junior Warden
Sarrah Moseley
281-384-2981

smose@sbcglobal.net
Facilities

Bob DeCesare
bobdec2003@yahoo.com

646-644-2433
Treasurer

Chris Barker
713-868-3952

c h r i s . b a r k e r @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg
Clerk

Priscilla Burroughs
713-213-3199

pburroughs@bythewaters.com
Education

Kevin Robertson
281-960-9358

kevin.robertson@me.com
School

Liz Dennis
713-826-9765

edennis@stcl.edu
Stewardship /Annual Drive &

Continuing Education
Jerry Gallagher

jcg0151@gmail.com
281-501-2294

Finance &
Stewardship/Fundraising

Todd Saha
713-299-7502

tsaha39@msn.com 
Evangelism/Communication

Richard Molinaro
713-412-5532

typeknerd@gmail.com
Anne Jones

aemandola@gmail.com
281-433-0095

Evangelism/Newcomers
Ben Parks

benparks@gmail.com
713-614-8320
Hospitality

Laurie Hardwick
lauriewh@earthlink.net

713-956-2474

2014 VestryDONATE ALTAR FLOWERS

Throughout the year, sponsoring altar
flowers is a wonderful way to honor

loved ones, commemorate a special occa-
sion or simply give back to the glory of
God. There are still a number of Sundays
available for sponsorship on the A l t a r
Flower calendar, located on the bulletin
board in the rear entry hall. After the flow-
ers adorn the church during Sunday servic-
es, the two vases are moved to the chapel
and St. Andrew’s House to be enjoyed for

the remainder of the week. 
Giving flowers is so easy:

• Sign up on the calendar for a specific
week(s)

• Drop your $80 check in the alms basin
or mail to the church office (specify
altar flowers on your check)
If you have questions, please contact

Elizabeth McCormick at 832-661-7300 or
eamack@sbcglobal.net.

Stay In Touch!

To receive the latest news and
information about happenings at

St. Andrew’s:

• Let us know if your contact informa-
tion (address, email, phone number)
has changed.

• Share your email address with us to
receive event reminders and schedule
changes. If you’re not getting St.
A n d r e w ’s weekly email messages,
we do not have your email address.
Contact Trish Mehrkam at

trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596 with changes to your informa-
tion.

Tag, You’re It!
We’ve all had those frustrating and

embarrassing times when we can’t recall
someone’s name. To avoid this uncom-
fortable situation, wear your name tag
when attending a service or event at St.
Andrew’s. It’s that simple! Wearing a
name tag helps newcomers and long-
time members alike! To request a new or
replacement tag, contact Trish Mehrkam
at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or
713-861-5596. 

Share Your News!
Let us know If you have news related

to St. Andrew’s and our parishioners.
Contact Laurie Hardwick at
lauriewh@earthlink.net or Tr i s h
Mehrkam at 713-861-5596 if you have
information you think may be appropri-
ate for a future issue of The Voice.

PLEASE HELP US….

THE LINEN GUILD NEEDS YOU!
Would you have time once a month

to do a little extra laundry and
support St. Andrew’s? Do you prefer a
ministry you can do on your own schedule?
Is it sometimes difficult for you to meet up
with others for service ministries due to
your unique situation?  If the answer is yes
to any of these, perhaps the Linen Guild
would be a ministry where you can share
your gifts. 

This new ministry, which is a subset of
the Altar Guild, is looking for dedicated
women and men and will include training.
Little to no previous experience is required.
The Linen Guild is the part of the Altar
Guild that launders and maintains the
linens used during Eucharist. Linen Guild
members will serve on a rotating schedule,
serving no more than one Sunday per

m o n t h . Linen Guild members take the
used linens home after the Eucharist and
launder and iron them, returning them to
the church the following week for use dur-
ing the Eucharist. Linen Guild member-
ship does not require Altar Guild member-
ship, though we’re also looking for new
Altar Guild members. And, of course Altar
Guild members are welcome to join Linen
Guild, if interested.

The Altar Guild members are behind-
the-scenes service assistants, committed to
the ministry of preparing the church for
worship services, which are the heart of our
parish life. If you are interested in joining
Linen Guild or Altar Guild, please contact
Rebecca Robertson at rebecca.robert-
son@me.com or 281.782.6229.



Service & Ministry at St. Andrew’s

There are many great ways to give to
others by sharing your time and tal-

ents with the St. Andrew’s community.
Volunteers are always needed and wel-
come! Training and direction is provided

for all jobs, and in most cases, you will
work with a partner or team - so serving is
a wonderful way to build and enhance con-
nections.

There is no prior experience or special

skills required - just a willingness to work
with others in the service of God. Please
take a look at the opportunities listed
below and find one that speaks to you.

SHARE YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Alms Counter
Work with partner

1 Sunday per month

• County weekly donations
• Use calculator & copier
• Complete simple report
• Make bank deposit

Mary Rennie
maryrennie@sbcglobal.net

281-371-8124

Altar Guild Member
Work with team

1 week per month

• Maintain vestments and altar ware
• Prepare altar for Sundays and 

any special services

Rebecca Robertson
beccazicka@mac.com

281-782-6229

Choir Member
Work with group at Sunday 

and Special Services

• Lead congregation in music
• Participate in weekly rehearsals

Henry Washington
sing2livefree@yahoo.com

713-861-5596

Christian Education Leader
Lead lessons & activities 

• Work with parish youth
• Use prepared/planned materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358

Holy Folder
Work with group 

2 hours per month

• Fold church newsletter
• Apply mailing labels

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952

Liturgical Server
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve as a reader or intercessor (not
required to robe)

• Assist at altar as acolyte or Lay
Eucharist Minister (LEM)

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am

Kevin Robertson
kevin.robertson@me.com

281-960-9358

Nursery Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Care for infants and toddlers
• Assist Nursery Attendant
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saecheights.org

713-868-3952
Usher/Greeter
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am
• Distribute Service Bulletins
• Greet and direct visitors and parish-

ioners
• Assist in service

Diana Burton
garydiana@att.net

713-466-0205

Service Opportunity Duties/Requirements Contact

WHAT DID HE SAY?!

If you happen to miss one of Rev.
Grace’s Sunday sermons or just want

to make sure he really did say what you
thought he said, you can catch an instant

replay on our website at http://
www.saecheights.org/sermons/ Sermons of
both Rev. Grace and Rev Sweet are typi-
cally uploaded the Monday following each

Sunday (no spoiler alerts required)—check
them out!



Education & School News at St. Andrew’s

Did that get your attention? We
thought it might. Calling all Junior

and Senior High students to St. Andrew’s
House on Sunday mornings for donuts,
conversation, and good company. T h i s
won’t be any ordinary Sunday school expe-
rience. A team of four mentors will be
walking with you as you explore your spir-

itual and religious beliefs. If you and your
parents agree, our time together will also
prepare you for confirmation, following
the Confirm, not Conform c u r r i c u l u m .
These classes will be fun and engaging
classes, even if you have already been con-
firmed.

Got questions? Contact Biz Loeschman

at ecloeschman@gmail.com or phone/text
713.305.4053 or Kevin Robertson at
kevbohead@me.com. We’ll see you
September 7, 9:30 – 10:30 AM at St.
Andrew's House, located next door to the
church.

JR & SR HIGH YOUTH: WE GOT YOUR DONUTS!

In anticipation of Bishop Doyle’s visit
December 3, a series of Inquirer’s

Classes for adults are scheduled for
Saturdays beginning October 18, and run-
ning through November 15. Each class will

meet from 9 – 11:30 AM.  To register,
please contact Trish Mehrkam, Parish
A d m i n i s t r a t o r, at 713-861-5596 or
trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org The class
will cover a range of topics , and is open to

anyone interested in learning more about
the Episcopal Church or being confirmed
or received by the Bishop.  

SAVE THE DATE!  BISHOP DOYLE TO VISIT AND CONFIRM DECEMBER 3

Beginning Sunday, September 7,
classes for children from kinder-

garten to fith grade will kick off in our
classrooms behind the Parish Hall. Classes
for two separate age groups will have fun
while focusing on spirtuality and faith:

K i n d e r g a rten - 3rd Grade: T h e
Godly Play approach at St. Andrew’s helps
young children to explore their faith
through story,  gain religious language and

enhance their spiritual experience though
wonder and play. Based on Montessori
principles and developed using a spiral
curriculum, the Godly Play method serves
children through early, middle and late
childhood and beyond. Come join us!

Fourth - Fifth Graders: Youth will be
introduced to the art of “spiritual legoing”
as they literally build stories from the Old
and New Testaments out of Legos. This

Sunday School class is called “Brick by
Brick” and will be a fun way for children to
be re-introduced to the drama of the Bible
in a tangible and exploratory way.

All classes meet from 9:30 - 10:30 am.
If you have questions, please contact Rev.
Grace at jgrace@saecheights.org or 713-
861-5596.

ELEMENTARY YOUTH INVITED TO CLASS SEPTEMBER 7

SAES KICKS OFF 13TH YEAR!
By Nancy Simpson, Head of School

On August 25 St. A n d r e w ’s
Episcopal School began our thir-

teenth school year. With the help of many
parents, board members, and faculty, the
school continues to grow and yet maintain
a very special culture of nurturing and car-
ing for the child in a Montessori environ-
ment. 

I would like to take this opportunity to
introduce our faculty and staff:
• Our Toddler I class is led by Michelle

Balch and assisted by Mari Matthews
and Nick Curtis. 

• Toddler II is led by Christa Wilson and
assisted by Monica Chapa.

• Our Early Childhood environment is
led by Martha Pena and co-taught with
Tuan Vu. Edith Rivera assists both
teachers.

• Maryuri Duran functions in the very
important role of Business Manager,
keeping our records up to date and
making sure we have what we need
each day.

• Michelle Hlavenka is our Director of
Admissions and Marketing. 

We work together as a team to create an
environment that nurtures and enriches the
children and their families.  Come by and

see what a very special place SAES is and,
how much fun we are having in our
Montessori community!

St. A n d re w ’s is accredited by the
Southwest Association of Episcopal
Schools and is a Member of the American
Montessori Association. Parents interested
in admission to the school may contact the
main office at standre w s s c h o o l @
saesintheheights.org or 713-861-2954. We
hold small group tours each month and
accept applications and enroll year-round.
More information about the school can be
found online at w w w. S A E S i n t h e H e i g h t s . o rg .

Assistants are needed to help our
Nursery Attendant care for infants

and toddlers on Sunday mornings. The
nursery is fully equipped—all that you

need to do to help is take free Safeguarding
God’s Children training and give a few
hours each month. Assistants must be 18 or
older, and a love of children is a must! For

more information, contact Chris Barker at
chris.barker@saecheights.org or 713-868-
3952.

NURSERY ASSISTANTS NEEDED



Outreach at St. Andrew’s
GIVE TO OTHERS

Serve at the Food Pantry

Saturday September 27

• Join the team from St. Andrew’s at Heights Interfaith Ministries Food
Pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp, on the fourth Saturday of each
month.

• There are jobs for all ages and abilities, and we work from 9:30 am to
noon. 

• Join us at the Food Pantry. All are welcome!

Fill Our Sack Lunches

We distribute brown bag lunches to any person who feels the need to
have a meal—approximately 300 are given each month. You can help by:

• Donating items that include Vienna sausages, cheese crackers, apple-
sauce, chips, peanuts, plastic spoons, napkins and bottled water. Look
for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entrance hall.

• Contribute money to help purchase lunch items. Simply write “sack
lunches” on your check and drop it in the alms basin.

• Help us pack the lunches on the first Sunday of each month immediate-
ly following the 10:30 am service. 

At St. Andrew’s, there are many ways for you to share what
you have with those in need in our community. You can

give of your time, talent and treasure and make a real difference in
the lives of those around us. Here’s how you can help:

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood
Center will bring their Blood Van to

St. A n d r e w ’s on Sunday, October 12.
Donating blood is a way of saving lives
and over the next few months, blood sup-
plies need to be maintained at high levels.
Holiday celebrations often also include
accidents resulting in injuries requiring
blood. People get busy with their prepara-
tions and traditions and forget to donate.
Ooops! A critical mass comes together.

You can help our community avoid such a
disaster. A neighbor is anyone in need, and
anyone who needs blood right now is
clearly one whose need can be met.

Who can donate? Anyone who is at
least 17 years of age and who weighs at
least 110 lbs, in good health and feeling
well may donate blood. With parental con-
sent, a 16 year old may donate if they
weigh at least 122 pounds.

The van will be parked on Heights

Blvd. in front of the church from 9:30 AM
-1:30 PM. All are encouraged to sign up to
donate blood after a hearty breakfast fol-
lowing the early service, before the 10:30
AM service, or after the meeting for parish
elections which follows the later service.
The process is quick, easy and painless. To
sign up, please contact the church office at
t r i s h . m e h r k a m @ s a e c h e i g h t s . o rg or 713-
861-5596 to schedule a donation time. 

BLOOD DRIVE PLANNED OCTOBER 12

Sometimes life just happens--injuries
resulting in temporary disability, a

death in the family, unexpected crises that
put a person or family in need of commu-
nity caring and support. These are situa-
tions when a church family has opportuni-
ties to go into loving action and being the

neighbors Christ has asked us to be. One
way to do this is to bring a meal to the suf-
fering person or family. Martha Gallagher
has answered a call to coordinate such a
ministry and is looking for others to volun-
teer to help her. Can you prepare a casse-
role or provide a takeout meal and deliver

it to a fellow parishioner? This is not a
weekly or daily thing, but may be needed
on short notice. Please contact Martha at
mgg0413@gmail.com or 281-501-2294 is
this is a means of serving that you feel you
can do.

JOIN THE MEAL TRAIN

Sack lunches are packed on the first
Sunday of each month and distrib-

uted Monday-Friday from St. Andrew’s
House to anyone who rings the bell and
asks. The recently formed Boulevard
Alliance of Ministry determined that sever-
al churches in our area are providing sack
lunches, mainly to the same persons and
overlapping each other’s ministries. In an
effort to be better stewards AND better
serve the many needs of our neighbors, the

St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch Committee has
agreed to collaborate with other area
churches in this effort. Heights Christian
Church (HCC), who has also been provid-
ing lunches at their door, will now bring
their lunches to St. Andrew’s for distribu-
tion. 

HCC was also providing a small num-
ber of hygiene packets. They are now ask-
ing us to help with this effort by collecting
travel-size hygiene items, which they will

put together and distribute. These items
can be found at WalMart, Ta rg e t ,
Walgreen’s and the Dollar Store. Each item
costs about $1.00. They can also be found
in hotel rooms as you travel. If each person
who can would bring one item a month,
this would make a significant impact on
the health and well-being of our neighbors
living on the street.  Your donations may be
placed in the container in the Oak Table
Room.

CONTRIBUTE TO ALLIANCE ACTIVITIES



You can give a little to St. Andrew’s
when you buy groceries with the

Kroger Community Rewards program.
This program donates a percentage of pur-
chases made by Kroger shoppers to the
charitable organization of their choice—
and many of you chose St. A n d r e w ’s
Episcopal Church! This program requires
re-enrollment each year, and it’s time to

confirm your program participation for
2014-2015. This year, enrollment will be
handled online, so it’s simple and easy!

You can enroll at www.krogercommu-
nityrewards.com using 83715, which is our
organization number. You must have a reg-
istered Kroger Plus card account to link to
St. Andrew’s. Once you’ve logged on, sim-
ply follow the instructions to link your

account to St. Andrew’s. If you do not have
a Kroger Plus card, you can sign up at your
local store or online. And if you do not
have computer access, but would like to
participate, please contact Chris Barker at
713-868-3952 for assistance. Help us earn
more by signing up!

SUPPORT ST. ANDREW’S WHILE YOU SHOP

“Our soul doesn’t stop at our skin,” once noted theologian
Karl Rahner. While many believe this to be true, others

struggle to hold onto the Christian idea of eternal life while living
in a modern world in which many different beliefs about life after
death exist. What does a Christian believe about death, resurrec-
tion, heaven and hell in the 21st century? This Sunday morning
class, taught by. Rev. Grace, will explore these questions from
medical, theological, and philosophical viewpoints. The class will
meet in the Parish Hall at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings, and is
open to all who are interested!

• September 7 - Class #1 - Death as an Entry into Light?
• September 14 - 2nd Sunday Breakfast 
• September 21 - Class #2 - The Hereafter - Wishful Thinking?
• September 28 - Class #3 - Models of Belief in Eternity in

Religion

• October 5 - Episcopal School Sunday
• October 12 - 2nd Sunday Breakfast
• October 19 -  Class # 4 -  Resurrection of the Dead?
• October 26 -  Class #5 - Difficulties with the Resurrection of

Jesus 
• November 2 - Class #6 - Between Heaven and Hell
• November 9 - 2nd Sunday Breakfast
• November 16 - Class #7 - Dying with Human Dignity
• November 23 -  Class #8 -  Presentation from Funeral Home
• November 30 (Advent 1) -  Class # 9 - Heaven on Earth?
• December 7 - Class #10 - The End of the World and the

Kingdom of God
• December 14 - 2nd Sunday Breakfast
• December 21 -  Coffee Hour
• December 28 - Coffee Hour

ETERNAL LIFE? LIFE AFTER DEATH AS A MEDICAL, THEOLOGICAL,
AND PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTION

VENDORS WANTED FOR AUTUMN BAZAAR

Registration for the Autumn Bazaar
at St. Andrew’s on November 1 is

now open. This event is a day of great
shopping, featuring more than 50 vendors
just in time for the holiday gift-giving sea-
son. We welcome artists, crafters, gourmet

food purveyors and anyone with specialty
or handcrafted wares to sell. Booth fees are
$55 until September 15—rates then
increase to $70, so the early birds get the
bargain! The bazaar runs from 10 am to 4
pm and is always a great day for vendors

and shoppers alike. For more details
including access to online registration, visit
www.saecheights.org and click the link for
more information on the home page.

SHARE YOUR PRAYERS WITH OTHERS

Sitting quietly at home or in a place
that permits working with the Holy

Spirit, using the gifts of prayer and words,
this small team prepares the intercessions
we offer each Sunday at the 10:30 AM
service. The writers take turns so no one

has an unmanageable burden, and the task
offers each the opportunity to truly focus
on the needs of both the parish and the
world. If you think you have these gifts and
would like to be a part of this beautiful
ministry, please contact Deacon Portia at

Portia.sweet@saecheights.org. You will be
trained and coached. This is one way to
enrich your spiritual journey through
focused communication with the Divine.

EXPRESS YOUR FAITH WITH GIVING

Salvation is a gift from God’s grace
that comes through faith (itself a gift

from God). We enter life in grace through
our Baptisms and our claiming of Jesus as
Savior and our submission to his Lordship.
We grow in grace through steady participa-
tion in worship and ministry. Giving is an
important part of stewardship but will not
affect your salvation. Salvation will defi-
nitely affect your giving. Faith is part of
stewardship because in our understanding
of being God’s stewards we are called on to

be stewards of each other, to have faith in
others and to have faith in ourselves. 

Each and every one of us is responsible
for the physical resources necessary for
existence. We are expected to be diligent in
the very earthly tasks assigned in the world
for existence. The health of St. Andrew’s
community depends on our trustworthy
stewardship. As we approach our Annual
Giving Campaign for 2015, we have a
Vision for our parish and we have Faith in
that Vision. 


