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 Join us for our first Fri-
day Taize service on Friday, 
March 4 at 6:30 pm. This 
service offers a wonderful 
way to quietly reflect at the 
close of a busy week. With 
meditation, candlelight 
and music, our monthly 
Taize service is a special 
time of quiet contempla-
tion. All are welcome.

Celebrate Taize 
March 4

Join the Easter Vigil 
By John Kirk, Organist & Choirmaster

 My first Easter Vigil experience was similar to that of many peo-
ple—a two-hour service on a Saturday night. After this beautiful ser-
vice in which we see symbolically the Light of Christ spread, repeat 
alleluias after their long hiatus, baptize Christians and celebrate the 
resurrection of Christ, I walked out into the pitch black of night. This 
was, I must admit, a bit of a buzz kill. 
     While working as Director of Music at Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church, the Rev. Melvin Grey convinced our rector to hold a pre-
dawn Easter Vigil at 6 am on Easter, which meant 5 am for me and 
the choir. As someone who believes that all hours before 7 am are 
unfit for human experience, I was less than enthused. But what I 
experienced that morning was truly awe-inspiring.
 We began in the complete darkness of the waning night, in a 

church still bare from Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Just as the women who sat outside 
Jesus’ tomb through the night, we sat and waited in the gloom of the Passion. Then, the new fire 
was lit in the back of the church—and there was a single light in the church that made its way to 
the chancel, illuming the candles of the congregation on its way while one of the church’s most 
ancient hymns, The Exsultet, was chanted. Once the church was lit with candles, we heard the 
story of salvation through word and song.
 Then, in the candlelight, several people were welcomed into the Body of Christ. Afterwards, 
the altar guild slowly began to redress the church as the organ played softly, ever so slightly in-
creasing in volume. Once the church was fully clothed and the altar candles were lit, the curtains 
that had covered the stained glass were torn away, and sunlight flooded the nave. Just as we had 
celebrated the resurrection of the Son, so had nature celebrated the dawning of a new day with the 
rising of the sun. The lights came on and the organ sounded triumph as we repeated alleluias and 
sang, “Jesus Christ is risen today.” As we celebrated Eucharist together, it truly felt like Easter, both 
in and outside the church.
 Now there is one day a year where I gladly and willingly wake up in the wee hours of the 
morning and go to church; on Easter, there’s no place I’d rather be. I hope you’ll join us this year 
and experience the Easter Vigil at 6 am on Easter Day, March 27 (followed by a champagne toast!).
There’s no service like it.

Check this issue for 
an insert that 

details all 
Holy Week & Easter 

observances, 
including our 
Easter Vigil 

Make Palm Crosses March 19

 All are invited to craft crosses for our Palm Sunday celebration. Join us at 10 am in the Parish 
Hall on Saturday, March 19.



 I want to thank you all for your time and your participation in the Lis-
tening Sessions that were held at St. Andrew’s a few weeks ago. Many of you 
asked very thoughtful questions about the possibility of a new building on 
our campus, and what that would mean for our community. I am grateful 
for your questions, emails, comments and feedback.
 As I reflect back on the Listening Sessions, I do so with enthusiasm and 
hope as our parish family discerns what the next chapter of our community 
might look like. One of the outcomes of these Listening Sessions is a deep 
sense of respect I have for those members of St. Andrew’s who many years 
ago who had the foresight and vision to think about constructing a new 

parish hall and education building in 1948.
 As some have alluded to during the Listening Sessions, the decision St. Andrew’s made 
during that time to build a new building came during a recession that followed World War II. I 
am grateful for their courage and vision to build a building that has served this parish so well for 
almost 80 years. 
 By the time you read this, the Building Committee referred to in the Listening Sessions will 
have met with Hill Swift, the architect. At this meeting, the committee will have reviewed revised 
drawings for the proposed building, and also considered a more specific cost estimate than the $8 
to 10 million dollar range given at the Listening Session.  
 This committee also will have voted on whether or not to proceed with this project. It is 
likely that you have already heard the outcome of their decision! If the committee decides to 
move forward, then you can expect another series of Listening Sessions in the spring of this year, 
where we will together look at revised building drawings and also a more specific cost estimate. 
The next step in this process would be for the vestry to consider the working committee’s recom-
mendation at a future meeting.  
 As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to ask me, anytime. Feel free to also 
email any building-related questions to building@saecheights.org

From the Rector 
By The Rev. Jimmy Grace
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On Wednesday evenings, we mark the season of Lent with our Lenten Dinner Series, focusing on “Transforming Faith in Chang-
ing Landscapes.” Each week, we welcome female clergy from around the Diocese of Texas and other area churches, who share 
the story of how they have recast their faith in the midst of changing circumstances. Each week, we also celebrate Holy Euchraist 
at 6 pm. Dinners and presentations take place in the Parish Hall from 6:30 to 8 pm. Childcare for 
infants through age 3 is available in our nursery at 6:30 pm. 

March 2 – The Rev. Elizabeth Grasham 
 Rev. Elizabeth is a graduate of Grand Canyon University and George W. Truett Theological 
Seminary at Baylor University. She is an Ordained Minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). Her favorite thing about Jesus is that He calls all people into the work of the Kingdom of 

God alongside him.

March 9 – The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis
 Carissa is Associate Rector at St. Andrew’s. She is a native of Aus-
tin, Texas, raised at All Saints Church on the campus of the University of Texas. She is a graduate 
of Wellesley College and began her non-profit vocation in Washington, D.C. in the field of human 
rights. She went on to faith-based community organizing in the lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas and 
later graduated from the Seminary of the Southwest. In her time as Assis-
tant Rector of St. Stephen’s, Houston, and as Director of Peace and Justice 
at All Saints, Pasadena, CA, Carissa helped connect church members to 
the need for mercy and justice in the world.

March 16 – The Rev. Canon Kai Ryan 
 Canon Kai Ryan serves as COO, leading the ministry staff of the Diocese to support and imple-
ment the vision of the Diocese. She is involved with canonical Revised Title IV work, assisting the 
Bishop’s work with clergy discipline and other discipline matters. She also mentors rectors, clergy 
new to the Diocese, bi-vocational priests, transitional deacons, pastoral leaders, pastoral leader in-
terns, and interim clergy.

Come for Breakfast 
March 13

 The Second Sunday 
Breakfast crew serves a hot, 
delicious meal every second 
Sunday at 9:30 am in the 
Parish Hall—this month, we 
will gather on March 13. All 
are invited to enjoy this hour 
of great food and fellowship 
in place of our usual Sunday 
morning Education pro-
grams. The meal is free, but 
donations are always wel-
come.

Learn Together at Lenten Suppers

 In addition to fabulous presentations at our Wednesday night Lenten Dinner series (see Learn Together for full details), we 
will enjoy a great meal at these gatherings. There’s no charge, but donations of cash or food for the table are always appreciated 
and welcome! Look for sign-up sheets at the church. If you’d like to assist with preparation, service or clean-up, please contact 
our Parish Events chair Sarrah Moseley at smose@sbcglobal.net.

• March 2 - Baked potato bar with all the trimmings
• March 9 - Various soups
• Marcy 16- Salad buffet

Break Bread Together
Questioning the Answers – 9:30 am, Parish Hall
 Jimmy Grace and Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis conclude their presentation of C. Andrew 
Doyle's latest book titled, A Generous Community: Being the Church in a New Missionary Age.   
The book intends to offer an accessible vision of the church, addressing the role that the local 
Christian community is called to fill now and in the future.

 • March 6 - Carissa will present Chapter 12 "Self-Forming Creative Christians" and  
  Chapter 13: "Making Change"
 • March 13 – Second Sunday Breakfast
 • March 20 – Way of the Cross for Children
 • March 27 – Easter Brunch sponsored by the vestry

Adult Forum – 9:30 am, Library
This small discussion group focuses on the weekly Gospel lesson or other current topics. The 
group uses resources prepared by Biblical scholars for lay people to learn and discuss while grow-
ing in understanding God’s word.

Grow with Adult Education Programs

Serve at Lord of the Streets April 3
  

 Again, Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" Peter answered, "Yes Lord, you know that I love you."  Jesus said "Then 
take care of my sheep." - John 21:16  
 Several times a year, St. Andrews Episcopal Church serves breakfast to Houston's homeless and disenfranchised at Lord of 
the Streets Episcopal Church (LOTS). It is an honor and one of the most fulfilling services you can perform. Volunteers meet 
at Trinity Episcopal Church  (1015 Holman Street at Main Street) from 7 to 9 am on designated Sundays. Our next opportunity 
to serve will be Sunday, April 3. There are also daily volunteer opportunities at LOTS Monday through Friday. For more infor-
mation or to sign up for the breakfast service, contact Bruce Banta at banta.bruce@gmail.com

Our Building Committee in-
cludes:

Jimmy Grace
Rector
Nancy Simpson
Head of School, SAES
Rick Kellogg
Treasurer, Southwestern 
Association of Episcopal 
Schools
Steve Runner
Sr. Warden, SAEC
Elaine Massey
 SAEC
Chris Barker
SAEC
Sarrah Moseley
SAEC
Richard Quarles
SAEC
Erin Craig
SAES
Shayn Robinson 
SAES

If you have building-relat-
ed questions, please email 
building@saecheights.org 

Building Update
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From the Associate Rector
By The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis

• Let us know if your  
 information has changed.
• Share your email address  
 to receive schedule re - 
 minders and changes.
• Contact the church  
 office with updates.
Introduce Yourself...
 Please wear your name tag 
when attending St. Andrew’s. 
Putting a name with a face 
helps build our communi-
ty. For a new or replacement 
name tag, contact the church 
office.
Got News?
 If you have information 
of interest to St. Andrew’s, 
contact the church office. 

Get the Latest

 In times of illness, injury 
and family need, the gift of a 
prepared meal can satisfy both 
physical and emotional hun-
ger. Our Meal Train Ministry 
is a simple way to lend a hand 
with take-out or home cook-
ing. Contact Martha Gallagh-
er at mgg0413@gmail.com or 
281-501-2294  if you’d like to 
get on board. 

Join the Meal Train

 It’s easy to support St. 
Andrew’s every time you 
shop at Kroger. By enrolling 
in the Community Rewards 
program, Kroger will donate 
a portion of your purchas-
es to support our ministries. 
Visit www.kroger commu-
nityrewards.com to register 
and link your Kroger Plus 
card account to St. Andrew’s 
with 83715, our organization 
number. If you do not have 
computer access and wish 
to participate, contact Chris 
Barker at 713-868-3952.

Attention Kroger 
Shoppers

 The Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp, is open for 
clients from 5-7 pm on Thursday evenings and from 10 am – noon on Saturdays. Volunteers of 
all ages are welcome on any of these days, beginning 30 minutes prior, to sign in, stock shelves, 
prepare bags and baskets, and whatever else needs to be done. St. Andrew’s provides a volunteer 
crew on the 4th Saturday of the month and anyone is welcome to join in the fellowship and ser-
vice to our hungry neighbors. This month our service day is March 26.

Support the Food Pantry
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Travel with the 50+ 
Group March 16

 Addie’s 50+ Seniors Trav-
el Group will head to the Bur-
ton/Carmine area on March 
16 to tour the historic Cotton 
Gin and enjoy lunch at J.W. 
Steakhouse. The Precinct Bus 
will leave the St Andrew’s 
church parking lot promptly 
at 8:30 am. Cost for the day 
will be $6 per person plus 
lunch. Reminders: Please be 
on time, and mark your calen-
dar for our April 6 trip to see 
the bluebonnets. Questions? 
Contact Dean Swanson at 
tourhts@gmail.com or Addie 
Smith at 832-986-5378.

Say Cheese!

 It’s time again to produce 
a new pictorial directory for 
the parish. The photographer 
is scheduled April 28, 29 and 
30. Mark your calendars so 
you can plan ahead and get 
ready to smile for the camera!

 St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch Program needs items to fill more than 300 sack lunches for the 
needy in our community each month—look for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 
rear entry hall. Once your items are placed in the Parish Hall kitchen, please put a check mark 
by your name to let us know your items have been delivered. Items for sack lunches are packed 
the first Sunday each month. Monetary donations are also welcome—simply write sack lunches 
in the memo line of your check and place in the collection plate on Sunday. Thanks for your 
continued support of this wonderful outreach ministry! Please contact program coordinator Rex 
Hall at rexhall@hotmail.com or 214-202-1311 if you have questions or would like to assist in 
any way.

 Easter was serious business in the early church: weeks of spir-
itual preparation; full-emersion baptism; full-body anointing; the 
newly baptized processed at length with the clergy; community 
membership required deep curiosity and a demonstration of com-
mitment. There were life and death consequences if the early church 
did not screen its seekers well as there were enemies who might wish 
to infiltrate and undermine their every pursuit. The fullness of those 
early ceremonies embodies that which we uphold even today to be 
the power of Baptism:  that out of death comes life, and when being 
ceases, being begins anew.
 How do we make this Easter season equally impactful in a cul-
ture of little water sprinkles and half-day preparation for entry into 
the life of today’s spiritual community? One is to celebrate the strength of resurrection by exam-
ining hard issues currently pounding on our door. These are challenges such as racism, misogyny, 
Islamaphobia, Jihadism, American Nativism, war, incarceration of youth, hunger and so on. The 
list extends too far, while we are increasingly challenged to plug the holes in the dikes that leak 
these social ills.
 When I personally feel overwhelmed in this way, I seek ritual for comfort. At present I am 
reminded of a nurse and curandera (healer) in San Antonio who practices burial in the earth - 
from neck to toe - of her clients who are in need of deep psychological healing. She reports this 
technique to be consistently efficacious. Christians go down in the water to embrace death that 
leads to life.  Why not be buried in the soil to come out again in new strength?
 While we are unlikely to begin such a ritual at St. Andrew’s, we can seek out the places in 
worship and our daily lives that express that transition from the hidden to the apparent, from the 
mysterious to the accessible, from life to death, and from death to life. We can do this individu-
ally and also together. A rare opportunity is the pre-dawn Easter Vigil. It is the singular worship 
service each year that most closely resembles early church ritual. It is the kind of worship that 
offers of promise and strength for our journeys which are not always made simple or easy.

Help Fill Our Sack Lunches

 Give Altar Flowers
 Honor a loved one or special occasion with the gift of altar flowers. A contribution of $80 
purchases two arrangements for Sunday services, and donations in any amount are welcome and 
will be acknowledged. Choose your Sunday on the Altar Flower Calendar, located on the bulle-
tin board in the rear hallway. Then drop your check in the collection plate or mail to the church 
office—please specify Altar Flowers on your check. Contact Elizabeth McCormick at eamack@
sbcglobal.net or 832-661-7300 for additional information. 
Our Dedications 
February 7 - in honor of James Charles Roberts by Dave Roberts
February 14 - in appreciation of St. Andrew’s School by Nancy Simpson
February 21 - in celebration of our anniversary by the McCormicks
February 27 - in thanksgiving by Elizabeth Gleason

 In addition to our flowers at our weekly services, you are invited to help decorate St. An-
drew’s for our Easter celebration. Easter lilies are $15 each and floral arrangements are $40 per 
vase. Gifts in all amounts are gratefully accepted and will be acknowledged. If you would like 
to participate, please complete and return the enclosed Easter Flower form.

Adorn the Altar

Shop, Sell and Volunteer April 2!
 St. Andrew’s will host the Spring Bazaar on Saturday, April 2 from 10 am to 4 pm, showcas-
ing close to 50 artists, crafters and specialty vendors. The Bazaar is a great opportunity to shop 
for unique gifts for yourself or someone else—and is an important fundraiser for the parish. 
In addition to fabulous home baked goodies, handmade quilts and decorative items from the 
St. Andrew’s Quilters Guild, the event will include a wide range of handcrafted, one-of-a-kind 
items. Admission is FREE, and all are invited to stop, shop and check out all the wonderful 
offerings. Bring your friends, neighbor sand family!
 Check the bulletin board and weekly emails for details about how you can help with this 
parish fundraiser. If you're new to St. Andrew's, this is a great way to get involved. If you are 
interested in lending a hand, we can use your help! Our vendors will arrive on site around 7:30 
am.
Specific needs include:

• Assistance with event set-up and clean-up 
• Set up trash receptacles around parking lot
• Place event signage on surrounding streets
• Direct vendors to their assigned spaces upon arrival
• Serve coffee in our hospitality booth to our vendors 

For more information, contact Bazaar Chair Lisa Mustacchia at Lisa.Mustacchia@ihs.com

Super Results!
 The men of St. An-
drew’s and St. Theresa Cath-
olic Church pulled together 
to smoke close to 100 pork 
shoulders for Super Bowl 
Sunday. Their efforts netted 
almost $900 that will bene-
fit our parish children’s and 
youth ministries. Thanks to 
all who sold, worked or pur-
chased—your support is ap-
preciated! 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Financial Summary as of 1/31/2016

 

Pledge & Other Plate Offerings                    $61,357.00

Other Income + $6,321.00

Total Income  $67,672.00

Operating Expenses - $42,073.00

Net Income  $25,599.00



  Children & Youth Education at St. Andrew’s

Children & Families to Learn the Way of the Cross 
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Youth Welcome in The Parlor
 The Parlor youth community for 6th through 12th grade meets in St. Andrew’s House at 9:30 am 
on Sunday mornings. The group discusses the lectionary readings for the day (Donuts are always served!). 
On second Sundays, the youth join the parish for breakfast in the Parish Hall.

 On Easter morning, children are invited to help with the Flowering of the Easter Cross on the front lawn of the church. 
There will be plenty of flowers or bring your own from the garden.
 All are invited to Easter Brunch at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall, between the morning services. This event is hosted each year 
by the St. Andrew’s vestry. Stop in and enjoy the celebration.
 Our annual Easter egg hunt will follow the 10:30 am service. The older children (5 years old and up) will hunt on the front 
lawn and the younger children (4 years old and under) will search the playground behind St. Andrew’s House. Contributions of 
filled plastic eggs are very welcome. Eggs can be dropped off at in the Oak Table Lobby on Palm Sunday or early Easter morning. 
For more information about any of these events, please contact Lisa Puccio at lpuccio@saecheights.org or 713- 861-5596.

Families Invited for Easter Fun!

 If you are unable to get 
to church because of health 
or mobility issues and would 
like to share Eucharist with 
your parish family, please 
notify Dorothy Yannuzzi 
at djyannuzzi@comcast.net 
or call the church office at 
713-861-5596 by Friday. 
We have trained Lay Eucha-
ristic Visitors who are ready 
and able to bring our Holy 
Banquet to you. 

Communion 
Available To Go

Donation Depot

Drop the following in our 
Oak Table Lobby:
Sack Lunch Supplies – sign 
up to contribute needed 
items on the bulletin board 
in the rear entry hall
Clothing & Eyeglasses 
– clean, gently used cloth-
ing for men, women and  
children and used eyeglasses 
benefit Lord of the Streets 
church in Midtown.
Adult Diapers – given to 
elders in need in collabora-
tion with Heights Church of 
Christ.
Food – Non-perishable sta-
ples are delivered to Heights 
Interfaith Ministries Food 
Pantry. 
Egg Cartons – Empty car-
tons are taken to Heights 
Interfaith Ministries Food 
Pantry. 
Personal Hygiene Items – 
travel size toiletries are given 
to Heights Christian Church 
to assist our neighbors on 
the streets.
Used Batteries – collected 
and taken for appropriate 
recycling.

 All are invited upstairs after the 10:30 am service for Coffee Time in the Parish Hall. This 
casual gathering is a time to mix, mingle and enjoy snacks and, of course, coffee before leaving 
church. St. Andrew’s ministry teams and individual parishioners are invited to host our time to-
gether each Sunday—providing snacks, drinks and greeting those who drop by. Our weekly hosts 
are assisted by our vestry person of the day, and it’s recommended that two to four people share the 
hosting task each week. Whether you’re a host or a guest, we hope you all will enjoy this wonderful 
time together. Check the bulletin board in the rear entry hall for the Coffee Host sign-up sheet or 
contact Trish Mehrkam at trish.mehrkam@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596. 

Stay for Sunday Coffee & Conversation

 On March 14, the Spiritual Reading Group will conclude a discussion of Andrew Doyle’s 
book, Unabashedly Episcopalian (chapters 7 – end). This is an informative and inspiring book 
for those who are new to the Episcopal Church or who just want to remember why they love it. 
On April 11, the group will begin Living into Community, by Christine Pohl, discussing the first 
section of the book, Embracing Gratitude as a Way of Life (pages 1 – 57).
 The Spiritual Reading Group meets on the second Monday of the month, from 6:30-8 pm, 
at St. Andrew’s House. Please come. Also, if you are unable to attend the meetings you can partic-
ipate in an online discussion of the book by joining the Facebook group SAEC Spiritual Reading 
Group. John Grothues and/or John Ibanez will be monitoring the online discussion.

Spiritual Reading Group Invites You to Exploration

 We are in need of three ushers for our 10:30 am services—two for the first Sundays and one 
for second Sundays. Our goal is to create five-member teams. This will give each team flexibility 
when one person can not be there on their assigned Sunday. This ministry does not require a lot 
of time and each usher only commits to work at one service on one Sunday a month. Ushering is 
a great opportunity to get to know your fellow parishioners better. Please give this some prayerful 
thought. You won’t be sorry. If interested, please contact Diana Burton at garydiana@att.net or 
281-468-2154.

Ushers Needed

 Hear ye!  Hear Ye!  Calling all new and current Lay Readers and Lay Eucharistic Ministers! A 
Lay Reader and LEM training/informational meeting will be held on Saturday, March 12 from 
8:30 to 10 am.
 We need additional Lay Readers! If you can read this AND you can speak, then you are 
qualified! We need additional Lay Eucharistic Ministers! If you have always wondered what the 
Narthex looks like while standing at the Altar, then you are qualified! The best news is that both 
ministries require a small amount of your time and vital in the service of your church and parish.
 Please save the date and make plans to attend this brief meeting. For more information, con-
tact Bruce Banta at banta.bruce@gmail.com or 713-805-0065.

Don’t Miss Reader/LEM Training March 12

  Surrounded By the Story,  our Sunday School for Pre K through 5th grade, happens during the 
9:30 am Education Hour on the second floor just beyond the Parish Hall. We hear sacred stories in a fun 
and lively way. This month join us on March 6 for the story of “Jesus Feeding  the Multitude.” On March 
13, all ages gather together for the Second Sunday Breakfast. March 20 is Palm Sunday and all are invited to 
the Parish Hall for The Way of the Cross for Children. We will read the stations of the cross in words and 
pictures appropriate for all ages. 

 St. Andrew’s Episcopal School is gearing up for the 2016 Gala, “Spring Fling.” Last year’s event raised more than $60,000, 
which provided the means for more enriching programs for the students—think music, art, and all of the special activities that 
make SAES great. With your help, we hope to do even better this year! Please mark your calendar and plan to support the event 
in one or more of the following ways: 

• Attend the Gala 
• Become an Underwriting Sponsor 
• Personally donate or solicit auction items 
• Place an ad in the Gala program 

Visit http://www.saesintheheights.org/gala/ to access all Gala-related information.

Save The Date for SAES Gala • Harold’s in the Heights
Saturday, April 9, 2016 • 7-11 pm

 Camp Allen has been welcoming summer campers in the piney woods just north of Houston since 1921. The program has 
evolved and grown and now welcomes rising 3rd-12th graders at one of the largest summer camp programs in the Episcopal 
Church. Each summer, more than 1900 campers come to refocus, relax and have a blast! Weeklong sessions are filling quickly, so 
if the kids in your life are interested in attending, don’t delay. The weekly cost is $594 per camper, and scholarships are available. 
Each camper’s tuition covers lodging, meals and a week of swimming, horseback riding, blobbing, canoeing, games, shaving 
cream fights and much more! For more information or to register, visit campallen.org/summercamp. For scholarship information 
contact The Rev. Jimmy Grace at jgrace@saecheights.org

Sign Up for Summer Camp

 Our own Ben Parks graduated from the Houston Police Academy 
in January. Congratulations to Ben, his wife Megan and their daughter 
Alice! 

Congratulations! 


