
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1819 Heights Blvd
Houston, Texas 77008

Deliver to Resident or Occupant

Non-Profit
Organ. U.S.
Postage 

Paid
Houston, Texas
Permit 2382

Thanks to 
Summerhouse for
folding The Voice
and our Service 

Bulletins
Serving adults with

intellectual disabilities in
the Houston Heights.

summerhousehouston.org
shredforindependence.com

saecheights.org

SUNDAY  8:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I
   9:15 am  Nursery Open
   9:30 am  Education Hour
              10:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II
       2 pm  Rhythms of Grace

WEDNESDAY            6:30 pm  Evening Prayer
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 The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis joins St. An-
drew’s as Associate Rector in the new year. When Ca-
rissa begins her new role, she will not be here every 
Sunday, but as the year progresses, she will transition 
into full-time ministry on Sundays and throughout the 
week. Carissa will share in preaching, presiding at ser-
vices and leading adult formation. Additionally, Carissa 
will oversee our parish outreach ministries, including the 
Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry and Lord of 
the Streets. Join us as we officially celebrate Rev. Carissa and her new ministry with us at a 
reception in the Parish Hall immediately following the 10:30 am service on Sunday, January 
3.

Welcome Rev. Baldwin-McGinnis January 3    

 On Sunday, January 10, everyone is invited to our annual Parish Meeting where we will 
review the accomplishments of the past year, look ahead to future goals and officially welcome 
our new leaders. We’ll gather in the Parish Hall immediately following the 10:30 am service 
and enjoy a potluck lunch after a brief meeting. We’ll update the parish on ministry activities 
and review our financial standing. In addition, we’ll honor outgoing vestry members and of-
ficially welcome our new vestry members elected in October. Please bring a dish—main, side, 
salad or dessert—to add to our potluck table. 

Come to Parish Meeting & Luncheon January 10 

 We are grateful to the members who are leaving the St. Andrew’s vestry. Kevin Robertson, 
Bob DeCesare, Ben Parks, Richard Molinaro and Jerry Gallagher are stepping down from the 
vestry, but will continue to contribute to St. Andrew’s in many ways. Our newly elected vestry 
members—Cyd Cameron, Elizabeth Gleason, Steve Oprea, Ray Purser and John Randall—
will join the vestry and continue to lead the parish with gladness and singleness of heart. We 
thank them all for their dedication and commitment to St. Andrew’s!

Thanks for Serving! 
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The Rev. James M.L. Grace
Rector

The Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis
Associate Rector

Join us for Sunday fellowship. 
Get the details on page 2

 Celebrate the Epiphany with a Feast of Lights service on 
Wednesday, January 6 at 7 pm. The Epiphany marks the arrival 
of the Magi, the three kings, in Bethlehem, and is the beginning 
of a new season of the church year. The Feast of Lights will re-
member the birth of Jesus and celebrate the spread of the Light 
of Christ through the 12 apostles and countless other saints.  
Following the service, we will burn the Christmas greenery and 
a enjoy a champagne toast to celebrate 12th night! 

Participate in Feast of Lights January 6



 Take a moment and think about the people who sat next to you in 
church recently. Do you know them? Do you know their names? Do 
you know where they live, what they do, what their struggles are? We 
are a parish that is growing in both diversity and in size, but how well 
do we know each other?
 I believe that God is most apparent in the midst of relationship with 
each other.  That is in fact why we go to church. All of us can pray sep-
arately, we don’t need church for that. But we do need church because 
we need community. We need to know and to be known.
 Sundays are busy, and often many of us meet ourselves coming and 
going at St. Andrew’s, without really getting to know one another. 
I believe that a church is as strong as its community, and in 2016, I 

look forward to several opportunities which will enable us to grow together as a diverse and 
unified parish family. 

Here are two that will begin in January:
Sunday Coffee Time - Someone once said that coffee is the 
eighth sacrament of the Episcopal church. Whether it is Folger’s 
or Starbucks, nothing comes close to a warm cup of coffee, some-
thing to snack on and a good conversation. Since I have been here, it has been the duty 
of the vestry person of the day to provide coffee and snacks for the parish. Starting in 
January, our Sunday Coffee Time will be hosted by a parish ministry (such as the vestry, 
ushers, choir, etc.) or by any parishioner who wishes to sign up to host.  Coffee Time will 
remain in the Parish Hall and all are invited upstairs immediately following the 10:30 
am service. 
Second Sunday Breakfast  - The second Sunday of each month will be a day that we 
meet in the Parish Hall at 9:30 am to enjoy breakfast together and share good conver-
sation.  On second Sundays, we will pause our education classes for children, youth and 
adults so that we might all share this meal and time together.  I believe that Christian 
education occurs as much over scrambled eggs in the Parish Hall as in the classroom. St. 
Andrew’s will continue year-round Christian education, but I feel it is important for us 
to be about the work of community on the second Sunday, and if that means biscuits and 
sausage, all the better!

 I am working with other members of the church to explore how we can continue to build 
community at St. Andrew’s, but I hope that these two opportunities will offer you a chance 
to learn more about the people who share a pew with you on Sunday morning.  
  

From the Rector 
By Rector Jimmy Grace

 Slow down and take a 
calming break during your 
busy week with Evening 
Prayer on Wednesdays at 
6:30 pm in the chapel. This 
brief, half-hour service pro-
vides a respite from our 
busy lives. All are welcome.
 Note: There will be no 
Taize service in January due 
to the New Year’s holiday. 
Please plan to join us on 
Friday, February 5. 

 It has been said that the King James Bible is the greatest work of English prose ever 
written. The translation of the Bible we use every Sunday is a direct descendant of the King 
James Bible. On January 11, the Spiritual Reading Group hopes to finish our look at how 
this translation was conceived and implemented with our discussion of God’s Secretaries, 
by Adam Nicholson, covering chapters 9-12 – and the appendices! Our meetings are on the 
second Monday of the month, from 6:30 – 8 pm, at St. Andrew’s House. All are welcome. If 
you are unable to attend the meetings, you can participate in online discussions, monitored 
by John Grothues and John Ibanez, by joining the Facebook group SAEC Spiritual Reading 
Group.

Join Spiritual Reading Group January 11

 St. Andrew’s Sack Lunch Program is looking for 4 to 6 volunteers. These volunteers will 
be  responsible for buying designated food items for the sack lunch program or reaching out 
to other church members to provide these items for each month’s sack lunches. Please contact 
program coordinator Rex Hall at rexhall@hotmail.com or 214-202-1311 if you are interested 
or to learn more.
 We need items to fill more than 300 sack lunches for the needy in our community each 
month - look for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entry hall. Once your 
items are placed in the Parish Hall kitchen, please put a check mark by your name to let us 
know your items have been delivered. Items for sack lunches are due by the first Sunday each 
month. Monetary donations are also welcome—simply write sack lunches in the memo line 
of your check and place in the collection plate on Sunday. Thanks for your continued support 
of this wonderful outreach ministry! 

Sack Lunch Shoppers & Support Needed

 If you are unable to get 
to church because of health 
or mobility issues and 
would like to share Eucha-
rist with your parish family, 
please notify Dorothy Yan-
nuzzi at djyannuzzi@com-
cast.net or call the church 
office at 713-861-5596 by 
Friday. We have trained 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
who are ready and able to 
bring our Holy Banquet to 
you. 

Communion 
Available To Go

 It’s easy to honor a loved one or special occasion with the gift of altar flowers. A contri-
bution of $80 purchases two arrangements for Sunday services, and donations in any amount 
are welcome and will be acknowledged. Choose your Sunday on the Altar Flower Calendar, 
located on the bulletin board in the rear hallway. Then drop your check in the collection plate 
or mail to the church office—please specify Altar Flowers on your check. Contact Elizabeth 
McCormick at eamack@sbcglobal.net or 832-661-7300 for additional information. 

Our Dedications
November 1 -  Given to the glory of God
November 8 -  Given to the glory of God
November 15 -  The Robertsons in celebration of Kevin & Rebecca’s birthdays
November 22 -  Jim Denzler in memory of Scott Norris
     Amanda Howe & Lane Ransom in celebration of their wedding
November 29 -  Bob DeCesare in celebration of Sam’s birthday
December 6 -  PJ & Cheryl Arendt-Ford in celebration of their wedding
                       Deanna & Michael Bosch in celebration of their anniversary
December 13 -  Elizabeth McCormick in celebration of Jack’s birthday
December 20 -  Given to the glory of God

Give Altar Flowers

Marriages
Amanda Howe & 

Lane Ransom

November 21, 2015

Cheryl & PJ 
Arendt-Ford

December 5, 2015

 As a supporting parish of Lord of the Streets (LOTS) Episcopal Church, we are privi-
leged to be able to help with the breakfast service to the homeless on specific Sunday morn-
ings each quarter. It, truly, is an honor and one of the most fulfilling services you can per-
form. Our next opportunity to serve breakfast will be Sunday, January 10. Volunteers meet at 
Trinity Episcopal Church (1015 Holman Street at Main Street) from 7-9 am on designated 
Sundays. Free parking is available in the lot on Holman, across from Trinity Church. 
 For more than 25 years, LOTS has been an integral part of outreach and support to 
the homeless community in Houston. In 2015, St. Andrew’s became a supporting parish of 
LOTS and is making an impact in helping bring hope to Houston’s disadvantaged. There 
are many ways that members of St. Andrew’s can help support LOTS and its vital mission. 
There are daily volunteer activities that we, along with a dedicated group of volunteers and lay 
pastoral ministers from around the Diocese, can support. 
 For more information on LOTS, the daily volunteer  opportunities, or to sign up for the 
next LOTS Breakfast Service, please contact Bruce Banta at banta.bruce@gmail.com or 713-
805-0065. 

Serve at Lord of the Streets January 10 

Donation Depot

Drop the following in our 
Oak Table Lobby:
Sack Lunch Supplies – 
sign up to contribute need-
ed items on the bulletin 
board in the rear entry hall
Clothing & Eyeglasses 
– clean, gently used cloth-
ing for men, women and  
children and used eye-
glasses benefit Lord of the 
Streets church in Midtown.
Adult Diapers – given to 
elders in need in collabora-
tion with Heights Church 
of Christ.
Food – Non-perishable 
staples are delivered to 
Heights Interfaith Minis-
tries Food Pantry. 
Egg Cartons – Empty car-
tons are taken to Heights 
Interfaith Ministries Food 
Pantry. 
Personal Hygiene Items 
– travel size toiletries are 
given to Heights Christian 
Church to assist our neigh-
bors on the streets.
Used Batteries – collected 
and taken for appropriate 
recycling.

Let Us Find Peace  
Together
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 If you or your children have an interest in sharing 
your musical gifts or learning more about how music can 
enhance our liturgy, St. Andrew’s offers a variety of ways to 
lift our voices together. All are invited—and no prior expe-
rience is needed! 

Children’s Choirs Are Here!

 This month, two new children’s choirs begin meet-
ing weekly. The goal of these choirs is not only to teach children to appreciate God’s gift of 
music but also to teach cooperation, responsibility, concentration, leadership and a better 
understanding of liturgy. “Many children may not sing in a choir beyond childhood,” said 
John Kirk, Organist and Choir Master, “however, the skills they learn stay with them for a 
lifetime.”
St. Cecilia Choir (Age 3–1st Grade) St. Cecilia Choir meets on Sunday mornings 
from 9:30-9:40 am in the Godly Play classroom. Following choir, the children go to Sunday 
school. Children sing worship songs and hymns, play instruments and learn to sing as a group 
and keep a steady rhythm. The St. Cecilia Choir will sing for different Education Hour class-
es throughout the year and occasionally in church. The first meeting of the St. Cecilia Choir 
is January 3.
Choristers (2nd Grade–6th Grade) - Choristers learn musical skills such as breathing, 
vocal production and reading music and will rehearse anthems, hymns,and service music each 
week. When the Choristers sing in church, they will lead worship along with or in place of 
the St. Andrew’s choir. Choristers rehearse Wednesday evenings from 5:30-6:30 pm in the 
choir room. The first rehearsal for the Choristers will be Wednesday, January 6.

Join St. Andrew’s Choir
 If you enjoy singing or are interested in knowing more about singing, consider trying out 
the St. Andrew’s Choir. God gives each of us the gift of song, and the St. Andrew’s choir is a 
welcoming environment in which to learn to use that gift. “You don’t need to make a lifetime 
commitment to sing with the choir,” said John. “Consider joining the choir for a season, such 
as Epiphany or Lent. Any time you will be appreciated and hopefully offer you a new way 
to look at worship.”Anyone is welcome to attend choir rehearsal, on Wednesday nights from 
7–8:30 pm in the choir room--just let Organist and Choir Master John Kirk know to expect 
you. No musical experience is required, but there is a lot of musical experience to be gained!If 
you have any questions about any of our musical opportunities, please contact John Kirk at 
jkirk@saecheights.com or call the church office.

 Lift Your Voice at St. Andrew’s

 How many times have we heard it said that when one door closes another opens? The 
saying offers reassurance in times of loss and failure. It is optimistic and sometimes true. A 
friend recently reversed the imagery in order to describe parenthood. “When you have a 
child,” she said, “it is like all the doors and windows slam shut. Except one. The baby’s need 
of you.”
 This could be said for Christians as we focus on the infant Jesus in a new year.  It also is 
an apt description of the transition from being child-free to being child-yoked.
 ‘Holy Moly’ are not quite the words that my wife and I use in response to our own foray 
into child-rearing last November.  A simultaneous undertow of sacrifice and wave of euphoric 
love have wiped out our so-called life and overwhelmed us.
 We now spend most of our time in the kitchen. Our house is haunted by toys that speak 
in the night. We hear about local and world news from friends, family or our phones. We 
never actually see our friends. We spend nothing on entertainment. We spend everything 
on diapers. We rarely attend church. When we do, we sit in the back row desperately afraid 
of tantrums, spit-up and unpleasant smells. We do not consider any of this ‘fun,’ though we 
notice that we laugh more regularly and more often than before at ourselves.
 Raising children, like focusing narrowly on Jesus, is not a tidy project with predictable 
outcomes. Both will mess you up. Both will change you forever (unless you were born perfect, 
in which case you are really going to get messed up). Both endeavors reveal the obvious need 
humans have for other humans; the powerful force of the one open door.
 While western culture tells us to neither need nor be needed, our experience with our 
children and with Jesus is to the contrary. It would indicate that our need of others and their 
need of us is a viable path to transcendence. So as the Baldwin-McGinnis family crosses the 
threshold of St. Andrew’s, we thank you in advance for the steps we will take together out 
of shared need and on a common spiritual journey. Know that we enter with gratitude, with 
trepidation and with bags under our eyes. We hope that over time we may come to share with 
you a sense of mutual belonging.

From the Associate Rector
By Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis

Questioning the Answers – 9:30 am, Parish Hall
 This ongoing adult formation class covers a variety of topics and is facilitated by clergy 
and guest speakers. Adults are encouraged to search for answers to their questions of faith and 
then learn to question the answers they receive.

Adult Forum – 9:30 am, Library
 This small discussion group focuses on the weekly Gospel lesson or other current topics. 
The group uses resources prepared by Biblical scholars for lay people to learn and discuss 
while growing in understanding God’s word.

Grow with Adult Education Programs

Let the Men Cook  
Super Bowl Sunday

 The Men of St. An-
drew’s will be smoking and 
selling pork shoulder for 
pulled pork sandwiches and 
other items for Super Bowl 
Sunday, February 7. Cook-
ing will be done on Saturday, 
February 6 and items will 
be ready for pick-up that 
afternoon. Watch for more 
details about ordering great 
barbecue ready to serve at 
your Super Bowl gathering! 
If you are interested in help-
ing to cook on “the beast”, 
please contact either Jack 
McCormick at 832-661-
7400 or Todd Saha at tsa-
ha@msn.com or 713-299-
7502.

• Let us know if your in-
formation has changed.
• Share your email address 
to receive schedule reminders 
and changes.
• Contact the church  
office with updates.

Introduce Yourself...
 Please wear your name 
tag when attending St. An-
drew’s. Putting a name with a 
face helps build our commu-
nity. For a new or replacment 
name tag, contact the church 
office.

Got News?
 If you have information 
of interest to St. Andrew’s, 
contact the church office. 

Get the Latest

 In times of illness, injury 
and family need, the gift of 
a prepared meal can satisfy 
both physical and emotion-
al hunger. Our Meal Train 
Ministry is a simple way to 
lend a hand with take-out or 
home cooking. Contact Mar-
tha Gallagher at mgg0413@
gmail.com or 281-501-2294  
if you’d like to get on board. 

Join the Meal Train

 It’s easy to support St. 
Andrew’s every time you 
shop at Kroger. By enrolling 
in the Community Rewards 
program, Kroger will donate 
a portion of your purchases 
to support our ministries. 
Visit www.kroger commu-
nityrewards.com to register 
and link your Kroger Plus 
card account to St. Andrew’s 
with 83715, our organiza-
tion number. If you do not 
have computer access and 
wish to participate, contact 
Chris Barker at 713-868-
3952.

Attention Kroger 
Shoppers

Births
Ella Victoria Major

Daughter of 
Meghan & Jason 

September 17, 2015

Hilliard Oyers
 “Quin” Peavy 

Son of 
Mandi & Cort Peavy

October 13, 2015

 The Heights Interfaith Ministries Food Pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp, is open for 
clients from 5-7 pm on Thursday evenings and from 10 am – noon on Saturdays. Volunteers 
of all ages are welcome on any of these days, beginning 30 minutes prior, to sign in, stock 
shelves, prepare bags and baskets, and whatever else needs to be done. St. Andrew’s provides 
a volunteer crew on the 4th Saturday of the month and anyone is welcome to join in the fel-
lowship and service to our hungry neighbors. This month our service day is January 24.

Support the Food Pantry

 In late November, Bishop Andy Doyle visited St. An-
drew’s to celebrate St. Andrew’s Day and welcome new 
members through Confirmation and Reception in the 
Episcopal Church. Bishop Doyle also presided over the 
first Confirmation at the Rhythms of Grace service. Please 
welcome these new “official” members to our parish family. 

Confirmed: Julie Alexander, Chase Gebauer, Jamie Guidry, 
Bri Foster, Richard Parr, Hoyt Bayles, George Daponte

Received: John Alexander, Karin Farquhar, Joel Flavin, Chase Foster, Steve Darby

Bishop Confirms & Receives New Members
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 Surrounded by the Story, our Sunday morning program for Pre-K through 5th Grade, allows children to explore the sto-
ries of God’s people in a variety of creative ways. We look at ancient stories using art, storytelling, acting and music. Children 
are encouraged to come and discover the ways God is present in their world. 
 At 9:30 am, children in Pre-K through 1st grade meet in the Godly Play classroom for fun with the St. Cecelia Choir 
practice, followed by the lesson. Children in 2nd through 5th grade meet in the Creative Space classroom. Both classrooms 
are located on the 2nd floor just beyond the Parish Hall.
 Beginning January 10, everyone will gather in the Parish Hall for breakfast in lieu of the Education Hour on the second 
Sunday of each month. Our January schedule includes:

January 3 -   The Presentation in the Temple: Simeon & Anna
January 10 - Second Sunday Breakfast, everyone is welcome to share breakfast today
January 17 - The Wise Men & Epiphany
January 24 -  Jesus Lost and Found
January 31 - John Baptizes Jesus
  

For more information, contact Lisa Puccio at lpuccio@saecheights.org or 713-861-5596.

  Children & Youth Education at St. Andrew’s   Children & Youth Education at St. Andrew’s
Children Invited to Surrounded by the Story 
 

PARLOR (noun): a room used primarily for conversation or the reception of guests
"I no longer call you servants...Instead, I have called you friends..." John 15:15

 Nursery care is available on Sunday mornings for children, from infancy through 3 years old, from 9:15 am until noon. 
The nursery is located to the right of the church’s main entrance (to the left if you enter from the rear parking lot) and can 
be found at the far end of the Oak Table Lobby. The nursery is staffed by three experienced nursery caregivers who have been 
trained in Safeguarding God’'s Children and the Montessori infant/toddler environment.

Register for Nursery and Sunday School
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Dear Friends and Church Family,

 My time as the youth director at St. Andrew’s has come to an end. It’s been a better than I imagined ex-
perience. I am proud of what the youth community has become in the past six months. Our Episcopal Youth 
Community became The Parlor, a safe place to ask the hard questions about faith, why bad things happen, and 
where is Jesus in this crazy, mixed up world.
  I am proud of the growth in our youth community, and while it may be small it is mighty. Matthew 
writes “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them. (Matt 18:20)” and never 
did I wonder about the whereabouts of God during our time together because He was always in our midst at 
The Parlor, whether two teens or nine showed up. We are truly blessed with loving, charitable, honest, creative, 
smart, funny, and outstanding teens.
 What a gift it has been to me to be able to serve our parish in this way. My own spiritual walk had stalled, 
and I didn’t even realize it until I surrounded myself with teens and witnessed their generosity in giving and 
serving one another. The revitalization in my own prayer life and daily walk has been reinvigorating.  I feel 
closer than ever to JC, and it’s all because of the youth in our own parish and our diocese. 
 Thank you to our wonderful Parlor adult resources Gina, Larry, Michelle, and Terri for their contribution 
to The Parlor community. They were patient with me, but more importantly, extended grace to our teens that 
encouraged them to be themselves. I feel nothing but gratitude for our Parlor parents for their enthusiasm for 
the youth program. Your kids are so great because you’re so great! I am in debt to Jimmy and the Youth For-
mation Committee for opening The Parlor door to our youth and to me. Finally, I want to thank my family, 
especially Claire, for their support of The Parlor.
 While I return to my pew as a parishioner and leave behind my staff status, I do so as a friend. As I look 
ahead to what’s next for St. Andrew’s and myself, Matt Redman’s lyrics in the song  “10,000 Reasons (Bless 
the Lord)” inspire me to be faithful and encouraged:

The sun comes up
It's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass
And whatever lies before me
Let me be singing
When the evening comes

 My prayers for the youth community and our church community continue as St. Andrew’s moves  
forward in its mission to be “A caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, nurtures faithful relationships 
and spiritual growth.”

Blessings,

Biz

Overheard in the Parlor
• Jake bagged his first deer hunting with his 

grandfather
• Winners at the Ugly Sweater Christmas 

Party
  Ugliest Overall Sweater: Erik
  Most Religious Sweater: Jake
  Most Original Sweater: Claire
  Most Bling Sweater: Taylor
• Hoyt has the best luck ever and won the 

ugliest ski cap at our Ugly Sweater Party
• It’s almost impossible to shove balloons 

into panty hose


