
THE VOICE
ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH in the Heights since 1911 January 2014

We are a caring community of Christ that, by God’s grace, 
nurtures faithful relationships & spiritual growth.

PREPARE FOR EPIPHANY JANUARY 5

We will commemorate the arrival
of the kings and celebrate

Epiphany on Sunday, January 5, immedi-

ately following the 10:30 am service.
Together, we will “ungreen” the church,
take down our Christmas tree and enjoy a

light lunch. All are invited and encouraged
to join the fun! 

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK PAGES REFRESHED!

In preparation for our rector search,
the Communications Committee has

updated St. Andrew’s online presence.
Our website, now at

www.saecheights.org, is formatted to fit
smart phones, tablets and personal comput-
ers - allowing for easier access. Here’s a
quick overview of the new site:

Home: The Calendar appears to the
right of our home page and features
upcoming events in our parish life. Those
scheduled to serve (LEMS, Readers,
Ushers/Greeters, Alms, Altar Guild and
Lay Eucharist Visitors) can easily check to
see when they are scheduled. Be sure to
check the calendar regularly for your serv-
ice assignments; they will be listed a
month in advance. What’s Happening and
News also have a prominent place on the
home page- listing two to three current and
upcoming items each week.

About St. Andrew’s: Sub-categories
include; Worship Services, Our History,
Who We Are & Who We Hope To Be
(Mission & Values), Our Leadership
(Interim Rector, Deacon and Vestry), St.
Andrew's Episcopal School, Membership

at St. Andrew’s, and correspondence from
our leaders (Interim Rector, Senior Warden
and Deacon).

Ministries & Fellowship:
Subcategories include Pastoral Care,
Service, Evangelism, and Stewardship. 

W h a t ’s Happening: All upcoming
events will be listed here at the beginning
of every month. This page provides more
details about the same events that appear
on the Calendar.

News: You will find current and past
articles and correspondence from around
the church.

Facility Rentals: S u b - c a t e g o r i e s
include; Main Campus (Oak Table Room,
Classrooms and Parish Hall) and St.
Andrew’s House.

Along with our updated website, our
new Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
saecheights) provides another way for
members and friends of our parish to con-
nect. Our new page is no longer a “group”
so does not require “approval” to join. If
you were a Friend of our previous page,
please visit our new page and click “Like”
to stay informed about the latest happen-

ings at the church. 
Our website and Facebook pages are

continually being updated and we hope to
continue to improve. If you have any ques-
tions or suggestions, please do not hesitate
to contact Richard Molinaro at typekn-
erd@gmail.com or 713-412-5532.

Join us Friday, January 3 at 6:30 pm
for our monthly Taize service. The

special liturgy offers each person their own

unique experience of reflection through the
prayers, meditation, and music in this wor-
ship of God. This is a quiet, yet joyous way

to ring in a new year.
CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR AT TAIZE JANUARY 3



IN THE INTERIM
by Interim Rector Ken Fields

Beginning on January 6 and ending
on the Sunday before A s h

We d n e s d a y, we enter the season of
Epiphany, from a Greek word meaning
"manifestation.” The celebration originat-
ed in the Eastern Church in AD 361, begin-
ning as a commemoration of the birth of
Christ. Later, additional meanings were
added—the journey of the three Magi,
Christ's baptism in the Jordan River, and
his first miracle at the wedding in Cana.

These three events are central to the
definition of Epiphany, and its meaning is
drawn from these occurrences. The signifi-
cance behind the visit of the Magi is the
revelation of Christ as "Lord and King."
The Wise Men were the first Gentiles to
publicly recognize the divinity of Jesus, by
way of their offerings of gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh. The baptism of Jesus in
the Jordan River revealed his divinity as
the Son of God. John the Baptist, accord-

ing to Matthew 3:16-17, testifies of the
Holy Spirit descending upon Jesus like a
dove, and a voice from heaven saying,
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I
am well pleased." While we no longer hear
of the first miracle Jesus
performed…changing water into wine at
the wedding feast in Cana…in each of the
three years of our readings, it is still an
event central to Epiphanytide, showing yet
another way, through miracles, in which
Jesus is revealed to the world.

Of course there are countless ways in
which Jesus has been revealed in ages past,
and there are countless ways in which he is
still revealing himself to us here and now.
In fact, our lives as Christians really are a
series of manifestations of Jesus to us and
to those around us. That really forms the
foundation of one of the promises of our
Baptismal covenant, where we promise to
“seek and serve Christ in all persons,”

another way of directing us to look for rev-
elations of Jesus around us as we live out
our lives as his people in a world which is
his and looking for his ultimate epiphany,
his coming again.

We probably would do well to spend
this season of Epiphany consciously
recording the manifestations we find of
Jesus around us and, by his grace, in us,
while we wait for Ash Wednesday and the
imposition of the ashes with those words
that tell us we are dust and to dust we shall
return. If we do consciously seek out those
epiphanies of our own, then the remem-
brance of our own mortality on A s h
Wednesday will be eased by those sure and
certain signs we can recall which tell us
that there is nothing, not even death itself,
which can separate us from him.

With his love, and mine,

Ken+

Epiphany:  the revealing of Christ to
the Gentiles. Secularly, the word,

with a “little” loosely means a bright idea
revealed. It is perhaps exciting to think that
in this time of new beginnings, each of us
might have significant, transforming
epiphanies in 2014 that spur us further on
our spiritual journeys. They can, you know,
if we ask God’s help in discerning their
meaning and for courage to act on the
response we hear from that prayer.
Remember that God will equip the willing.

The transforming power of Christ is
alive and well within the parish of St.
Andrew’s. Witness the baptisms, confirma-
tions, newer parishioners becoming
involved in many ministries and serving in
a myriad of ways. Each time we step out of

our comfort zone in the name of Christ, we
risk transformation. Each time we refuse to
do so, we risk dry rot!

St. Benedict of Narsius said we should
seek to see the face of Christ in everyone
we meet. Jesus said that if we have served
the least of our brethren, we have served
him. What possibilities for transformation
are being revealed to you? How are you
responding? If you have an idea for either
inreach or outreach service and would like
to explore possibilities, please contact me.
If you feel a restlessness to serve but are
unclear what to do about that, please con-
tact me.

Martha Gallagher would like to hear
from you if you would like to be part of a
team to provide food and/or other assis-

tance to parish families when there is a cri-
sis, such as a hospital stay, a death, etc.
She may be reached at 281-501-2294 or
mgg0413@gmail.com. 

We have begun collaboration with the
Housing Area Community Services
(HACS) agency to reach homeless persons
in our community. Each month the HACS
van will park in front of St. Andrew’s
House while sack lunches are being dis-
tributed to let recipients know about serv-
ices and resources available through their
a g e n c y. Located at 18th Street and
Seamist, HACS offers healthcare (includ-
ing AIDS testing, pediatrics, and women’s
health services), case management, and
referrals for housing and other resources.

DEACON’S DIALOGUE
By Rev. Portia Sweet

Happy New Year. Happy Fresh Start. Happy New Beginning. Happy Epiphany.

MANY THANKS!

We wish to thank those who are
leaving the St. Andrew’s vestry

after their years of service. Deidre Grawl,
Priscilla Burroughs, Dorothy Yannuzzi and
Chris Barker are retiring from official duty,

but will continue to serve St. Andrew’s in
many ways. In fact, Priscilla will stay on as
vestry clerk and Chris will continue to
serve as parish treasurer. Our newly elect-
ed vestry members—Anne Jones, Sarrah

Moseley, Kim Ogg, Ben Park and —will
continue to lead the parish with gladness
and singleness of heart. We thank them all
for their dedication and devotion to St.
Andrew’s.

JOIN THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING JANUARY 12

On Sunday, January 12, all are invit-
ed to participate in the St.

Andrew’s Annual Parish Meeting where
we will review the accomplishments of the
past year and pass the torch to our new
leaders. We’ll come together in the Parish

Hall immediately following the 10:30 am
service and enjoy a light lunch following
the meeting. During this time together,
we’ll briefly update the parish on ministry
activities and review our financial stand-
ing. In addition, we’ll honor outgoing

vestry members and officially welcome the
new vestry members elected in October.
Mark your calendars and plan to join us!



With the installation of our beloved
stained glass windows, another

major church renovation project is com-
plete. The restoration began in early
September with work being done by
Freebird Glass, a stained glass restoration
contractor in Cypress, Texas. The windows
were originally designed and produced by

Judson Studios of Los Angeles, California,
in the 1950s. After more than 50 years of
service, the windows were in need of atten-
tion. Not only have these treasures been
refurbished, but they also have been pro-
tected with laminated and ventilated clear
glass so that they can adorn St. Andrew's
for decades to come.

January marks the end of the 12 days
of Christmas and introduces

Epiphany on January 6 as the Christian
feast day that celebrates the revelation of
God the Son as a human being in Jesus
Christ. What a marvelous time to reflect
on our Christmas past and the future year.
As of early December (the Voice is pre-
pared a few weeks in advance of publica-
tion), our annual pledges were down for
2014, even with 9 news pledges, giving us
a total of 70. Further contacts are being
made to see if we can bolster our rolls and
avoid reducing our annual budget. All of
your participation certainly is appreciated.
It is never too late to pledge and our St.
A n d r e w ’s community certainly would

appreciate your commitment.
During 2014, the Stewardship

Committee will be working to help realize
the our parish vision of ‘Being A Caring
Community’. We plan to reach out to our
parishioners - You - to make sure that all is
well with you and that we have extended a
hand to all of those that we have not heard
from lately. February will be our first
“Attend Church Month” to make connec-
tions and then in March to reach out to
those we haven’t seen in a while. God
Bless. To assist or learn more about our
stewardship efforts, please contact Jerry
Gallagher at jcg0151@gmail.com or 713-
530-4132.

OUR WINDOWS ARE BACK!
Senior Warden

Greg Caudell
832-582-5885

greg@caudellcpa.com
Junior Warden

Dorothy Yannuzzi
713-862-4192

djyannuzzi@comcast.net

Treasurer
Chris Barker

713-868-3952
c h r i s . b a r k e r @ s a i n t a n d r e w s e p i s c o p a l . o rg

Clerk
Priscilla Burroughs

713-213-3199
pburroughs@bythewaters.com

Christian Formation Chair
Deidre Grawl
7 1 3 - 8 6 2 - 8 0 6 0

d e i d r e . g r a w l @ s a i n t a n d r e w s e p i s c o p a l . o rg
Special Projects Chair

Liz Dennis
713-826-9765

edennis@stcl.edu
Stewardship Co-Chair

Margaret Kroehler
512-740-7608

margaret.kroehler@gmail.com

Fundraising Chair/Asst. Treasurer
Todd Saha

713-299-7502
tsaha39@msn.com 

Finance Chair
Bob DeCesare
646-644-2433

bobdec2003@yahoo.com

Stewardship Chair
Jerry Gallagher
713-530-4132

jcg0151@gmail.com
Communication/Publicity Chair

Richard Molinaro
713-412-5532

typeknerd@gmail.com
Newcomers Chair
Kevin Robertson

281-960-9358
kevbohead@mac.com

2013 Vestry

START THE NEW YEAR WITH A PLEDGE!
by Jerry Gallegher, Stewardship Co-Chair

Ever want to have more time to
reflect on the Gospel appointed for

each Sunday? The Adult Christian
Education Forum gathers in the Library
from 9:35 to 10:20 am each Sunday to con-
template the Gospel with the help of a

leaflet prepared by Biblical scholars for lay
people. Led by Mary Pauline McElroy, the
group has a chance to learn and discuss as
we grow in our understanding of God’s
word. Please join us!

JOIN THE SUNDAY DISCUSSION

JOIN THE QUILTERS!
The St. A n d r e w ’s Quilting Guild

meets every Tuesday and Friday
and the third Saturday of the month at 9:30
am in the quilting room behind the Parish
Hall. If anyone would like to join us, we
would like to have you. You don’t have to
know how to quilt. We have people who
crochet and do other types of crafting, so
all are welcome to come and join us.

We would like to remind everyone all

the money we make is contributed to the
church. So if you would like quilted
throws, baby gifts or small items like
aprons, potholders or gifts for special occa-
sions and quilts, we’ll be happy to help.
Just talk to us if you have something spe-
cial.

We also enjoy having friends come by
if you are in the area. Join us for coffee,
snacks and wonderful conversation.



Service & Ministry at St. Andrew’s

There are many great ways to give to
others by sharing your time and tal-

ents with the St. Andrew’s community.
Volunteers are always needed and wel-
come! Training and direction is provided

for all jobs, and in most cases, you will
work with a partner or team - so serving is
a wonderful way to build and enhance con-
nections.

There is no prior experience or special

skills required - just a willingness to work
with others in the service of God. Please
take a look at the opportunities listed
below and find one that speaks to you.

Alms Counter
Work with partner

1 Sunday per month

• County weekly donations
• Use calculator & copier
• Complete simple report
• Make bank deposit

Mary Rennie
maryrennie@sbcglobal.net

281-371-8124

Altar Guild Member
Work with team

1 week per month

• Maintain vestments and altar ware
• Prepare altar for Sundays and 

any special services

Rebecca Robertson
beccazicka@mac.com

281-782-6229

Children’s Chapel Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Assist youth at 10:30 am service
• Use prepared materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Steven Stewart
Stewart.qatar@me.com

713-527-0472

Choir Member
Work with group at Sunday 

and Special Services

• Lead congregation in music
• Participate in weekly rehearsals

Henry Washington
sing2livefree@yahoo.com

713-861-5596

Christian Education Leader
Lead lessons for young children

• Work with parish youth
• Use prepared/planned materials
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Deidre Grawl
713-862-0806

deidre.grawl@saintandrewsepiscopal.org

EYC Leader
Work with youth group.

• Lead activities for middle and high
school youth

• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Deidre Grawl
713-862-0806

deidre.grawl@saintandrewsepiscopal.org

Holy Folder
Work with group 

2 hours per month

• Fold church newsletter
• Apply mailing labels

Chris Barker
chris.barker@saintandrewsepiscopal.org

713-868-3952

Liturgical Server
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve as a reader or intercessor (not
required to robe)

• Assist at altar as acolyte or Lay
Eucharist Minister (LEM)

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am

Pat Caver
patricia.e.caver@uth.tmc.edu

713-655-1121

Nursery Assistant
Work with partner 

1 Sunday per month

• Care for infants and toddlers
• Assist Nursery Attendant
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Complete free training

Deidre Grawl
deidre.grawl@saintandrewsepiscopal.org

713-862-8060

Usher/Greeter
Work with team

1 Sunday per month

• Serve at 8:30 or 10:30 am
• Distribute Service Bulletins
• Greet and direct visitors and parish-

ioners
• Assist in service

John Stephenson
JStephenson@pfktexas.com

832-330-7824
Kevin Robertson

281-960-9358

MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE IN A SHORT AMOUNT OF TIME!

Service Opportunity Duties/Requirements Contact



Youth & School News at St. Andrew’s

Christian Education is always look-
ing for a few good volunteers.

Assisting in Christian Education classes
and Children’s Chapel requires a small
investment of time, including free

Safeguarding God’s Children training, and
the rewards are many! You don't have to be
the parent of a child to help out - we
encourage all to consider if they are called
to service in the area of Christian

Education. To learn more or to volunteer,
contact Christian Education Chair Deidre
Grawl at deidre.grawl@saintandrewsepis-
copal.org or 713-862-8060.

TEACHERS & CHAPEL LEADERS WANTED!

The Youth & College Divisions of
the Episcopal Diocese of Te x a s

have some great retreats planned at Camp
Allen this winter. These are wonderful
opportunities to explore spirituality with
others from throughout the Diocese in
Camp Allen’s wonderful, wooded environ-
ment. Scholarships are available.

College Retreat 
January 31-February 2 

This event is for anyone in college or

college-aged. Expect fun activities, small
group times, worship, game nights, and
lots more! You can expect to learn new
things, experience different styles of wor-
ship, and have an experience unlike any
other. Cost for the weekend is only $25!
To learn more or to register, visit www.epi-
center.org/collegetretreat and find out how
you can participate.

Junior High & Intermediate Retreats
February 21-23

Junior High students (grades 6-8) and
Intermediate students (grades 4-6) are
invited for a weekend of fun, fellowship
and spiritual exploration at these two age-
specific retreats at Camp Allen. Cost for
the weekend, including lodging, meals and
a t-shirt, is $75. For more information or to
r e g i s t e r, visit www. e p i c e n t e r. o rg / y o u t h /
and click the appropriate age group.

YOUTH & COLLEGE STUDENTS INVITED TO CAMP ALLEN RETREATS

SAES BEGINS ANOTHER YEAR OF EDUCATION

The spring semester at St. Andrew’s
Episcopal School begins Tuesday,

January 7 after a two-week holiday break.
We anticipate eager children returning to
school with vivid memories of their enjoy-
ment of the holiday season with family and
friends.

Thank you for submitting your box
tops! We are continuing to collect box tops
for education; please take a moment to col-
lect and drop them in the school office or
slip them in the drop box outside the office
door. All funds raised from the Box Tops
for Education Program will go to our
P a r e n t / Teacher Organization which has
great things planned for the children of
SAES!

We are actively preparing for our
annual Gala, which is the largest fundrais-
er for the year. This year’s Gala will be on
Saturday, March 1, 2014 at the Cadillac
Bar. Tickets are $50. Please join us for an
evening of Houston-themed fun, food, and
plenty of auction deals to be had!

Established in 2001, St. A n d r e w ’s
Episcopal School is a year-around, non-
profit Episcopal School with a Montessori
p r o g r a m . Accredited through the
Southwestern Association of Episcopal
Schools and a full member of the American
Montessori Society, SAES enrolls children
12 months through five years old. 

Parents interested in admissions may
contact the main office at standrewss-

chool@saesintheheights.org, or 713-861-
2954. We hold small group tours each
month and accept applications and enroll
year-around. More information about us
can be found online at
www.SAESintheHeights.org. We look for-
ward to hearing from you!

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in the
Heights, Houston, Texas, a Montessori
p rogram, does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national or
ethnic origin, sex, sexual orientation, age,
or disability.

Category November
Collected

% of Budget YTD Collected % of Budget

$18,346.00
$2,670.00

$535.00
$21,551.00

104.8%
128.2%
76.5%

106.3%

$193,769.00
$27,692.00
$6,018.00

$227,479.00

100.7%
120.8%
78.2%

102.0%

Pledge Payments
Non-Pledge Payments
Loose Currency
Total Plate

TREASURERS SNAPSHOT
Through November, 2013 

As of December 12, we have received 71 pledges totaling $217,640. If you have not yet turned in your pledge
card, there is still time to do so.  For information, or if you have questions, please contact Jerry Gallagher
(jcg0151@gmail.com) or Chris Barker (chris.barker@saintandrewsepiscopal.org)



Outreach at St. Andrew’s

GIVE TO OTHERS

Create & Give a Warm Cap • Use your knitting or crocheting skills to create warm caps for distribu-
tion to the needy that come to our door every week. 

• Complete kits that include yarn and instructions can be picked up in the
Oak Table Lobby.

• Take a kit and return a cap when you’re finished. It’s that simple!

Serve at the Food Pantry
• Join the team from St. Andrew’s at Heights Interfaith Ministries Food

Pantry, located at 3523 Beauchamp, on the fourth Saturday of each
month.

• There are jobs for all ages and abilities, and we work from 9:30 am to
noon. 

• Join us at the Food Pantry. All are welcome!

Fill Our Sack Lunches

We distribute brown bag lunches to any person who feels the need to
have a meal—approximately 300 are given each month. You can help by:

• Donating items that include Vienna sausages, cheese crackers, apple-
sauce, chips, peanuts, plastic spoons, napkins and bottled water. Look
for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the rear entrance hall.

• Contribute money to help purchase lunch items. Simply write “sack
lunches” on your check and drop it in the alms basin.

• Help us pack the lunches on the first Sunday of each month immediate-
ly following the 10:30 am service. 

At St. Andrew’s, there are many ways for you to share what
you have with those in need in our community. You can

give of your time, talent and treasure and make a real difference in
the lives of those around us. Here’s how you can help:

Support the Food Pantry with Time
& Treasure

January 25 is the date for St. Andrew’s
parishioners to assist at the HIM Food
Pantry.  From 9:30 until noon, volunteers
help stock the shelves, individually assist
clients shop for groceries, provide sacking
and carry-out of the food, and get to know
these hungry neighbors who come.  Later
in the spring, HIM will have their annual
rummage sale to benefit the pantry.
Remember them as you clean a closet,
garage or attic or prepare for a yard sale.

They now have room to store donated
items. Contact Director Alice for informa-
tion at ajbongers@att.net or 713-447-7624.

Thanks for Giving!
Many, many thanks and kudos to the

anonymous knitters who have provided
such a variety of colors and styles of warm
hats for neighbors who come to us for sack
lunches. Our early and unusual cold weath-
er made these very welcome gifts.
Completed hats, knitted or crocheted, may
be left in the basket in the Oak Table
Room.

The staff at Lord of the Streets is very
grateful for the generous donations to their
clothing room. Clothing is provided free of
charge to the homeless and street clients of
LOTS. The volunteers provide attractive
displays to help clients learn how to dress
for job interviews, classrooms and other
occasions. Since people living on the street
have little or no access to laundry facilities,
they are in continuous need of clean cloth-
ing. Your generous sharing of clean, worn
men’s items in good repair is most appreci-
ated and may be placed in the cart in the
Oak Table Lobby.

The Kroger Family of Stores is com-
mitted to St. Andrew’s through the

Community Rewards Program. Those of
you (23 households) that have already
signed up for this program generated a
contribution from Kroger to St. Andrew’s
of $182.45 for purchases made from
September – November 2013. If you’re
already participating in the program,
thanks! If you are not yet signed up, you
can do so at any time. 

To get started, sign up with your Plus
Card and select St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church as the organization you choose to
support. Once enrolled, you’ll earn
rewards for St. Andrew's every time you
shop and use your Plus Card! It’s easy to
enroll online at www.krogercommunityre-
wards.com by following the instructions—
you may need to create a Kroger account.
Your purchases won’t help St. Andrew’s
until you register, so sign up today!

NOTE:Even if you signed up for the pro-
gram previously, you must re-enroll each
year to continue receiving rewards for your
purchases. If you do not have computer
access, but would like to support St.
Andrew’s when shopping at Kroger, please
contact the church office or Chris Barker at
713-868-3952.

KROGER AND YOU REWARD ST. ANDREW’S!


